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93-Year-Old Legit Actor Carries On; 
Broadcasts Over WHN, New York 


Lucius Henderson, reputed to be 
93 years old, and currently on roster 
of the WPA radio project, is prob- 
ably the oldest active actor in 
the U.S 

Last appearance of Henderson on 
Broadway was in role. of ‘Mr. 
Fritchie’ in the operetta ‘My Mary- 
land’ a decade ago, His first was in 
1884, when he played in a repertory 
run at the Star theatre, located at 
Broadway and 13th street. Madame 
Modjeska was the star of the troupe. 
Before getting into grease paint Hen- 
derson did concert pianology, and 
later gave lecture-platform recitals, 


Italian actor made his last tour of 
the U. S. in 1890; was also in the 
original company of ‘Shenandoah,’ in 
which Effie Shannon had a part. 
Henderson directed a few films 





New York and on Coast. Among ’em 
was ‘Sappho,’ made in 1910, starring 
Shelley Hull and Florence Roberts. 
ine 93-year-oldster also co-authored 

drama once, with Alice Smith, 
vailed ‘The Strength of the Weak,’ 
vhich played. but four weeks on 
roadway, though it toured two 
zars in the sticks. 

On the WPA project Henderson 
plays a role each week on Wednes- 
day nights when government-backed 
group puts on its ‘Portraits in Oil’ 
script shows on WHN. 


TRAY- TOTERS 











Atlantie City, March 23. 
Public schools here and WPA are | 


fect female tray-toters for the re- | 
sort’s hotels and niteries. Course | 
started with 25 gals, all tyros, but | 















will be touted to be: 


‘As rhythmic 
Gypsy Rose Lee. 
‘Soft voiced, not wise-cracking. 

‘Pert, but not saucy. 

‘As lithe as an athlete, but lovely 
as an actress. 

‘Pleasant but not friendly. 

‘As reserved and_ tactful 
diplomat. 
‘Neat but not gaudy. 


and graceful as 


as a 


“Twinkly-eyed, but not come- 
withery, 
‘The beauty of Venus, the pa- 


ptience. of Penelope, 


the charm 


mntinued on page 79) 





The Voice of the Burp 


Buffalo, March 23. 
This town, which already has ‘The 
Voice of the Stockyards,’ is soon to 


hear ‘The Voice of Gastronox.’ 

Alan Savage is preparing a spiel | 
of counsel and comfort to be spon- 
sored by the aid-to- digestion, prob- 
| ably in a WGR morning spot. 





trom which he veered off into legit. ; 
Vet played with Salvini when the | 


+ 





when pix were in infancy, both in} 





| 


joining forces to produce 1,000 per- | 


when they graduate in 10 weeks they | 


“Easy to look at, but hard to date. | 


of 


| was the 





Okay for Arson 


Albany, Ga., 
WGPC, Albany, now has a 
sponsor of fires. It’s the Ivey 
Ambulance Service. Hammond 
B. Smith, the station’s manager, 
got the idea of commercializing 
such events after WGPC had 
become the official Paul Revere 
for the local fire department. 
According to the arrange- 
ment which Smith has with the 
chief of the department, loca- 
tion of the fire is flashed to the 
station and the alarm goes out 
over the air, with firemen oft 
duty taking this as their cue to 
get to the scene. It was the 
fire chief who made the origi- 
nal contact for solving the 
problem of getting all his men 


March 23. 





‘good taste’ 
| V'affaire Simpson, and the lid is on! 





on the job. 


DAILY SERIALIZING 
BOOK, SCORE ’N’ ALL 


Paris, March 23. 
Unique buildup for a new musical 
play, perhaps the first stunt of its 
kind ever, is the serialization for six 
weeks in Intransigeant, local daily, 
of a new musical by Pierre Benoit, 
with score by Franz Lehar, lyrics 
by Mauprey and Hans Geiringer. 
Besides the daily installments, in 
novel form, the insertion includes a 
weekly excerpt from the Lehar 
score. This tied in with radio 
exploitation 








is 


Geiringer is an official of the Aus- 


TAUGHT S. A. trian composers’ and authors’ society, 


but headquarters here chiefly be- 
cause of the many name Viennese 
tunesmiths who are now making 
Paris their veneenre, 


| terial. 
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INWAITTEN TABU [Burlesque Theatres Resent Copping 
Of Strippers By Vaude and Cafes 


ON MANY THEMES 


References Out of Harmony | 
Politics | 
Among Verboctens—Topi- | 


with Sponsors’ 


cal Vein Narrowed Down 
by Growing Number of 
Restrictions 


POLITICOS SPARED 


Radio’s unwritten laws governing 


have multiplied 


since 
particularly as concerns comedians. 
It’s another thorn in the piteous life 
of the gagmen. Latter, in their effort 
to keep the big name comedians 
feeding in fresh jokes, last fall made 
a wholesale shift into ‘topical’ ma- 
But the paradise is not pan- 
ning out as_ indicated. Sponsors, 
agencies and webs have clapped so 
many rules and regulations on jokes 
about news events that the milk and 
honey are turning sour. 


A certain number of unwritten 
bans have always governed radio, 
but not until the Windsor-Simpson 
affair did the ‘public decency’ angle 
come to such an acute head. A com- 
parison of the newspaper headlines 
of the past week with the rejection 
slips on jokes shows how tough the 
‘topical’ biz is getting to be. Follow- 
ing list shows some of the more im- 
portant borderline cases in gagging, 
and how sponsors, agencies, and 
webs react. They won't all react the 
same, but the following is something 
of a cross-section: 


President R. »seveit: don’t mention. | Dallas. 
This rule has pertained since the) 


election. Complimentary gags give 


(C ontinued on page 78) 





Comm’! Show Boat 


Wine merchants of the 
U. S. A. will transform the Ile 
de France into a_ ballyhoo 
showboat for a 2l-day cruise 
and good will tour to France, 
leaving here’ April 1. About 
1,000 will sail to visit the wine 
regions over there. This is the 
first time that a transatlantic 
liner has been chartered 
sea-going ballyhooer, although 
shorter trips to spots in. Ameri- 
can southern waters have been 
made, 

Ten 


as a 


acts are along 
to give three shows, one. on 
each trip and one in Paris. 
They get the ride over and back 
and some coin, but not much, 
Acts include Dexter, magician; 
Kola and Dunya, dance team; 
Allen Chester, singer: Annette 
Brown, soubret; Muriel Ellis, 
torcher; Harris Twins, Duve 
Sachs, singers; Arnold Spector 
and Dan Quarten, opera coni- 
ique; Tiny Munshin, comic; Doc 
Sims, m.c., and Lou Fink, co- 
median, . 


going 








| larly the former. 
| the booking of June St. 


' seriously hurt things at the 


| In a case of this kind, 
| a lot of others, not only do the regu- 














ACT’S 15-W’K HOTEL 
ROUTE A NEW HIGH 


Hotel routes, comparatively new 
in show business, are already setting 
something in present day records for 
solid bookings, as evidenced by the 
15 weeks set for Chick Endor and 
Charlie Farrell in the Hitz hotels. 

Pair open at the Adolphus hotel, 
today (24) for one week. 
They will then play other Hitz inns 





throughout the south and west on! 


one-week basis. 


Ocean Cruises Out of New York Now 
Clicking $100,000,000 Annually 


Big ocean liners of various nation- | 
reported grossing $100,- | 
000,000 annually from cruises, mostly | 
operating | 
run | 


alities are 
of the two-week variety, 
out of New York City. 
the year-round. 
Amounting to a special 


They 


industry, 


pression. Daddy of the works was 
a travel agent named Ralph Dellevie. 
who applied high-pressure salesman- 
ship and wholesaled ocean 
Big attention-getter in those 
‘cruises to nowhere.’ 


days 
They 


| were alcoholic Laths. 





After Ralph Dellevie, president of 
National Tours, pioneered his char- 
tered cruises in 1930 to a $16,000,000 
gross biz for himself, all the steam- 
ship lines got wise to the 20th cen- 
tury versions of show boats and have 
been operating them on their own, 


travel. | 


This year’s winter cruises, ending 


with the Easter period, hit a new 
peak, and all under direct company 


direction. Save for the Raymond- 
Whitcomb, Cook’s or American Ex- 
| press Co, shore excursions, there’s 


no such general practise as charter- 
the cruise thing on a big scale dates | 
back to pre-repeal and the deep de- | 


ing boats to any tourist agency, 
when Dellevie had his vogue. 
Even the lesser Canadian boats are 
operating the cruises independently, 
manning them with their own staffs, 
ship entertainers, bands, ete. 
For the talent, where heretofore it 


| was a cuffo just for the vacation (plus 
| about $30 in cash with which to pay | 
the minimum tips), the lines are now | 


paying some real coin to boot. 
Cruises which were pretty hoi pol- 
loi at the first, improved in class of 


passengers traveling as they became 
longer, and as the hey hey, which 
was pretty raucous at first, became 


|of travel ente tainment. 
as i 


; more 


| tion days several 
| merrymakers wandered in to luxur- 


more dignified. Known at first 
‘Five and Dime’ cruises, they 
many a person who had never been 
on board a ship a chance for 
ocean ride and created a new 


as 
Rave 


an 
form 
First cruises, 
pretty tough 
used to 


and even those now, are 
on the stewards, who are 
conservative traveiers and not 
the mass celebrations which went 
along elbow bending in the prohibi- 
years back, when 


ious shipboard salons in wet bathing 
suits, etc. It was all pretty messy at 
first, but nearly everyone had a good 
time. The 


a part of the travel busi- 





| career of Weber and Fields. 


Chicago, March 23. 

Burlesque is so mad the strippers 
are red, faces and all. Operators all 
over the country are reported to be 
crabbing because other branches of 
show business have been grabbing 
off burlesque’s talent, style and all, 
leaving that business out in the cold. 
Boys don’t mind the ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ 
taking a girl like Gypsy Rose Lee, 


figuring that a boost like that is a 
boost for the business. And, any- 


way, no burlesque regular has $3.85 
for a seat, so they'll have to keep 
coming to the runway houses. 

What they do mind is vaudeville 
and cafes doing the taking, particu- 
A good example is 
Clair, and 
two other strippers, into the Balaban 
& Katz Oriental here last week, a 
booking which is reported to have 
Rialto, 
where the girl formerly held forth. 
and there are 


lars desert, but so does the femme 
audience: won only during the past 
few years by dint of much hard 
labor. Exploiting expensively that 
it’s smart to be rough, and that a 


woman's place is beside her man 
when he’s at a burley house. 
Empress and Gayety haven't 
minded so much when cafes took 
away some of their girls, who 
usually doubled stage and _ floor 


show, and, with the cafe exploiting 
(Continued on page 32) 





WHO SAID AMS 


WOULDN'T LAST? 


Major Edward Bowes clicks off 
two years of networking today 
(Wed.) with his system now reduced 
to a pat formula and six units still 
traveling. About 30 staff members 
in New York work six days a week 
plus a couple of nights interviewing 
and auditioning a present averave 
of 150 candidates weekly out of 
which approximately 14 turns are 


| picked. 


Auditions work on an appointment 
system following letters which Bes- 
Mack sifts. Robert Reid. Bowes 
personal aide, keeps the worst clucks 
from using up Bowes’ own time. 

Overwhelming majority of ama- 
teurs only their one-time 
pearance on the network and have 
no professional or further pecform- 
ing aspirations, according to the ex- 
perience of the Bowes staff. 


se 


seek AD- 





| Weber and Fields Film 


gross came piling in and 
| cruises have now been soundly estab- | 
| lished as 


Hollywood, 
Weber due in 


March 23. 


Joe from New 


is 


i ness. Offshoot has given vaude and | York around Mav 15. 

nitery acts another place to sell their | He will discuss with RKO plan; 
time for a holiday, even if not for|for a picture based on the stage 
much cash. ‘ 
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Thomson in D.C. Wooing Labor's 


Cooperation 


Hollywood, March 23. 
James Cagney visited Bob Mont- 
gomery on the Metro set and in- 
formed him that Kenneth Thomson, 
exec secretary of the Screen Actors’ 
Guild, is currently in Washington 
to get support of William Green to 
bring pressure on George E. Browne 
of the IATSE for inclusion of the 

Guild in studio basic agreement. 
Understood in event he cannot get 
support of Browne, 
tive would be to swing over to the 


C. I. O. Claim that if the C. I. O. 
move is made, other unions now, 


trying to get into basic agreement 
will also go C. I. O. and attempt to 
form a uhiversal union for all. stu- 
dio workers. 

Browne is reported not kindly 


disposed towards the Screen Actors’ 
Guild due to its hands-off policy on 
the last IA strike. 


only alterna- 





Washington, March 23. 
Kenneth Thomson, here, huddled 
with William Green, president of 
the American Federation of Labor, 
who assured him of fullest cooper- 
ation. Any C. I. O. talk was laughed 
at by Thomson as were any reports 
of differences with Browne. 
Thomson states that he has al- 
ways had the IATSE’s support, but 
that he would like Green’s collab- 
oration in influencing other AFL 
union affiliates. The labor prez is 
quoted as having assured the SAG 
representative of such cooperation. 


GEO. ARLISS T0 
RETURN 10 US. 
FILMS 


Rufus LeMaire is von a leave from 
Universal as production aide to 
Charles R. Rogers, sailing today 
(Wednesday) to confer with George 
Arliss, whose personal affairs he 
manages. LeMaire is on a picture 
deal for Arliss, back in Hollywood, 
a change of heart brought about by 
the type of pictures he’s been mak- 
ing of late for Gaumont-British and 
others in England. 

Arliss is now of a mind that Hol- 
lywood can best present him for 
cinematic values, which is the major 
reason why the British star is put- 
ting aside his former taxation preju- 
dices through having to pay both 
Uncle Sam and John Bull. 

LeMaire and his wife, Sari, will 
sojourn abroad long enough to ad 
lib themselves into a slant at the 
coronation. 











2 More Gals Go West 


Lee Patrick and Judith Ford go 
westward this week on new pix 
deals. Miss Patrick sails March 25 
via the canal to California, where 
she reports to RKO lot. Miss Ford, 
newcomer, was recently signed to a 
termer by B. P. Schulberg after a 
N. Y. test. 

Gummo Marx agented both deals. 





Hollywooi, March 23. 
B. P. Schulberg’s Judith Ford goes 
into ‘Ascending Dragon.’ Newcomer 
is former artists’ model and married 
into H. H. Rogers (Standard Oil) 
family. 





Lloyd’s ‘Wells Fargo’ 


Hollywood, March 23. 

Frank Lloyd’s ‘Wells Fargo,’ be- 
ing produced at Paramount, will 
have Bob Burns and Frances Farmer 
in the lead roles. : 

Howard Estabrook did the screen 
play and is associate producer on 
this picture to be filmer around the 
mother lode country in northern part 
of California. 





Penn’s Metro Test 


2 


for Screen Actors’ 


TOO MUCH COINCIDENCE? 


London Sees It in 2 Warner 
Pictures—Paper Squawks 








Bros. 





Warners’ foreign department is 
concerned over an attack in the 
London Dispatch. Paper slammed 


producers for advertising for ‘King 
and the Chorus Girl’ as an attempt 
to capitalize the Windsor-Simpson 
romance, which British paper would 
like ignored, particularly as Corona- 
tion approaches. The Dispatch is de- 
scribed as an intensely partisan de- 
fender of English-made pix. 
Warner execs claim ‘King and the 
Chorus Girl was made from an origi- 
nal story by Groucho Marx and 
Norman Krasna and that it was 
planned for at least a year ago, long 
before Simpson case was publicly 
known. 

Meanwhile, the Coronation skedded 
for May, it’s understood another WB 


is likewise getting some attention for 
its timeliness. Several scenes in 
‘Prince and Pauper, with Errol 
Flynn and Billy and Bobby Mauch, 
are said to be similar to the coming 
ceremonies. One is coronation scene. 





Shearer to Decide 
On ‘Scarlett’ Role; 
Metro May Release 





Hollywood, March 23. 
Norma Shearer is reading Sidney 
Howard’s completed script of Mar- 
garet Mitchell’s ‘Gone with the Wind’ 
and will give David Selznick her 
yes or no on playing Scarlett O’Hara 
role within 10 days. 

Producer. is dickering with Metro 
for loanout of Clark Gable for Rhett 
Butler character opposite Miss 
Shearer. Hits shooting stage within 
two months under George Cukor. 

Selznick is very anxious for Miss 
Shearer to play the Scarlett role. 
Actress has had the script for the 
past 10 days. However, should she 
refuse to play it, Miriam Hopkins 
will get the part. 

Picture has not been committed to 
UA or anybody else for release, so 
it may be likely that should Selz- 
niek get both Miss Shearer and 
Clark Gable; Metro, possibly, will 
release. In all announcements on 
‘Wind,’ Selznick purposely elim- 
inated any mention of the releasing 
company. 


Straus’ Helpers 


Hollywood, March 23. 

Oscar Straus, imported by Sol 
Lesser to write music for the next 
Bobby Breen picture, ‘Make a 
Wish,’ has been given help to tune 
the jazz sequences. 

Lou Alter and Paul Webster will 
collab. 











Reed Moves to Metro 


Hollywood, March 23. 
Tom Reed, writer for Warners for 
the last five years, obtained his con- 
tract release and immediately signed 
a termer at Metro. 
His first assignment has not been 
set. 





Nugent Megs ‘Thanks’ 


Hollywood, March 23. 
Elliott Nugent will direct ‘Thanks 
for Nothing’ at Columbia. 
| Mary C. McCall, Jr., is scripting 
from an original by Adelaide Heil- 
brun. 





SHIRLEY DEANE’S BIP OFFER 


Hollywood, March 23. 

Shirley Deane, 20th-Fox actress, 
received a cable offer from Walter 
Mycroft of British International, of- 
fering her the femme lead in Paul 
Stein’s musical production, ‘Red, Red 
Roses.” 

Actress will accept if arrange- 
ments can be made with studio. 


TRACY IN ‘HEADLINES’ 








Hollywood, March 23. 
Leonard Penn, stage actor, is be- 
ing tested at Metro. 
Studio is using his wife, Gladys 
George, in the lensing. 


Holiywood, March 23. 
Lee Tracy and Diana Gibson draw 
the leads in RKO’s ‘Tomorrow’s 
| Headlines.’ 
Richard Rosson directs from yarn 
{by Thomas Ahearn. 


film, to be released about that time | 








KEN MURRAY AND OSWALD 


Who appear tonight on the Camp- 
bell’s Tomato Soup’ Program with 
Burns and Allen which Ken Murray 
and the inimitable Oswald take over 
next week March $31. 

Broadcasts originate from the coast 
at 8:30 P. M. every Wednesday 


” Add Hollywood 


By JOE LAURIE, JR. 
Hollywood, March 23. 








Radio’s Marilyn Miller 
To Hollywood in June 


Baltimore, March 23. 

With the signing this week of 12- 
year-old Marilyn Méiller (right 
name) by RKO, another member of 
the local air Kiddie Klubs matricu- 
lates into the big-time on heels of 
Larry and Jerry Adler, Mary Small, 
Gladys Beck and others. 

Each of the four Balto broadcast- 
ers features an ‘Uncle’ and flock of 
juve talent tied up with Sat. a.m. 
performances aired from downtown 
theatres, all programs hitting the 
ozone simultaneously. Hearst’s 
WBAL has Don Hix pacing tots at 
the vaudfilm Hipp, WFBR’s George 
Shaeffer has his brood at the New, 
WCBM has a ‘Colonel’ Warner at 
Keith’s,. and Loew’s has a kiddie 
dancing lesson class picked up from 
stage over WCAO. The broadcasts 
do well at the b.o. in a burg where 
visual-audience facilities are scanty. 

Miller child has had guest shots 
on Shell Chateau and ‘Hammerstein 
Music Hall’ network programs. Date 
for her reporting on RKO lot on 
Coast not yet definite, but likely to 
be in June. Set by William Morris 





population. 

At the Brown Derby the other 
night an Iowa farmer and a Ne- 
braskan wheat-bender looked at 
each other for over an hour—each 
thought the other a filmite. 


There are a lot of the guys here 
who remember to forget. 


Solly Violinsky sez he hopes the 
Lord will spare him until television 
comes in so that he can say he laid 
off under all the arts. 


Hollywood version, ‘Hero today 
and gone tomorrow.’ 


Film actresses do not like chil- 
dren; they claim that children in- 
terfere with their screen careers— 
they usually steal the picture. 

Some think an Oxford man is a 
bootblack. 


They claim it isn’t what you 
know in Hollywood, it’s who you 
know. And yet I’ve met many 


failures here who know everybody 
and lots of successes who don’t know 
anybody. Answer it yourself. 

The weather here is the conver- 
sational punching bag. 

The only difference between a 
poor man and a rich man is that 
the poor man looks at something 
and says, ‘I’d like to have that,’ 
while the rich man sez, ‘I don’t 
need it.’ 

Al Jolson tells about a guy who 
bet his room rent on a horse and 
the next day had to move in with 
the horse. 

The man who gives in when he’s 
wrong is a wise man, but the man 
who gives in when he is right—is 
in the picture business. 

A lot of the guys out here live 
in trailers—you can keep the finance 
company a little further back of 
you. 

One guy took a bath in one of 
the trailers while en route—pulled 
the plug in the bath tub and they 
missed him for two days. Sez Eddie 
Davis. 

One restaurant out here adver- 
tises ‘Sudden Service.’ Great idea 
for Campbells. 

Hollywood is an 
yearning. 

The locals here blame Noah for 
letting in the two first actors in the 
Ark. 

They give you a key to the city 
and the next day they change the 
lock. 

Some of the radio writers are 
cutting paper dolls—to see if there 
are any gags in them. 

When a guy is sunburned out here 
it shows that he hasn’t been work- 
ing—had no makeup on his face— 
get it? 

At Hollywood and Vine one sees 
many actors deeply engaged in idle- 
ness. 

A certain Hollywood actor had 
some plastic surgery performed on 
his faee. An old friend of his 
greeted him on the street and he 
passed him up. ‘He’s changed so 
much he don’t know me,’ cracked 
the friend. 


institution of 


seen and to see everything but the 
fights. 


you for a bridge game. 

You hear just as loud a sigh out 
here from some of the boys when 
you say you're going back east as 
you do in New York when you say 





you're going to Hollywood. 


Hollywood has a large gloating | 


Pic Not in Work But 


agency. 





Talking World Preem 
For ‘Wind’ in Atlanta 


Atlanta, March 23. 








They go to the fights here to be | 


The agents here will even book | 


A bid for the world premiere of 
_ ‘Gone with the Wind’ has been 
| made by Mayor William B. Harts- 
field, who has written to David O. 
Selznick, inviting him and George 
Cukor, who will direct the film, to 
bring the film here for its first show- 
ing as a feature of Atlanta’s centen- 
nial celebration. 

Pointing out that this is the home 
of the author, Margaret Mitchell, 
and the most of the story’s locale 
centers in and around Atlanta, Hiz- 
zoner would like to have the whole 
cast here for the event. 

E. J. Melniker, manager of Loew’s 
Grand, revealed that he has been in 
correspondence with Selznick-Inter- 
national and UA relative to a world 
premiere here, and they are in sym- 
pathy with the idea. 

Printed dispatches that Cukor was 
planning a visit to Atlanta soon has 
resulted in another flood of mail to 
Authoress Mitchell’s modest. apart- 
ment. The letters are from would- 
be Scarletts, Rhetts and Melanies 
and from doting mothers and daddies 
who want their offspring to appear 
in the pictures and would she please 
pull strings in their behalf? 

So worrisome has the situation be- 
come the writer, who is Mrs. John 
R. Marsh and known as ‘Peggy’ to 
her intimates, issued an appeal to 
all three papers to please publish a 
story informing the general public 
that she has nothing, positively noth- 
ing, to do with the casting of the 
picture. 

The papers complied with her re- 
quest, pointing out that she had sold 
the film rights to her book outright, 
has refused to take a job adapting 
it for the screen and spurned an- 
other offer to do additional dialog 
for the filmization. 

She expects to see Cukor when he 
comes to Atlanta, she says, but their 
meeting will be purely social. 





EBSEN’S NEXT METRO PIC 


Hollywood, March 23. 
Buddy Ebsen draws a featured 
role in Metro’s ‘Girl of the Golden 
West.’ 
William Anthony McGuire pro- 
duces. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Harry Baldwin. 
Edward Beloin. 
Charles Bennett. 
Jack Benny. 

Al Boasberg. 

J. A. Fuchs. 
Janet Gaynor. 
Henry Henigson. 
Beatrice Kaufman. 
| Fritz Lang. 

Ray Le Strange. 
Mary Livingstone. 
Bebe Marks. 

Bill Morrow. 
Alfred Newman. 
Oscar Serlin. 
Victor M. Shapiro. 





New Writer-Producer Pact Signed 
After Year's Squabble; Credits, Ete. 





Hollywood, March 23. 

After squabbling fiercely for al- 
most a year, Screen Playwrights, Inc’ 
and major film producing companies 
have signed an agreement which 
provides, among other things, new 
protection for the writers (elimina- 
tion of those in power horning in on 
screen credit); system of arbitration, 
taboo of speculative toil and a bet- 


ter deal for the freelancers, Pact, 
operative immediately, but applic- 
able only in California, affects 


around 75 active members of the SP, 
and such other members as may be 
inducted from the application list 
and the major producer signatories 
in any contractual obligations here- 
after entered into. 

Specific basic elements in the new 
five-year agreement are the result of 
numerous conferences and comprom- 
ising adjustments between SP and 
the producers since last May. At 
that time, the so-called conservative 
group of writers split from the 
Screen Writers Guild in a drastic 
battle over autonomy which finally 
resulted in the dissolution of the 
Screen Writers Guild. 

Although the new basic agreement 
is fundamentally the same in prin- 
ciple as the earlier pact still in oper- 
ation through the Academy of Mo- 
tion Picture Arts and Sciences, the 
SP-producers covenant makes sev- 
eral radical changes in the matter 
of screen credits. 

Arbitration Setup 

Impartial arbitration machinery 
set-up provides for three members 
each from the writers and producers 

(Continued on page 32) 


SAILINGS 


April 14 (New York to London) 
Robert Riskin (Normandie). 

April 7 (London to New York) 
Jimmy Campbell, Sidney Colman 
(Normandie). 

April 3 (Jamaica to New 
Leon Enken (Transylvania). 

March 26 (London to New York) 
Olga Kempner, Mrs. William Kemp- 
ner (Washington). 

March 25 (New York to Califor- j 
nia) Lee Patrick (Lincoln). 

March 24 (New York to London) 
Rufus Le Maire, Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Tuttle, Harold Macmillan, Mrs. Bel- 
loc-Lowndes (Queen Mary). 

March 24 (West Indies Cruise) 
Mrs. George D. Lottman, Mrs. Dave 
Kleckner (Iriquois). 

March 20 (New York to Bermuda) 
Mrs. J. J. McCarthy (Monarch of 
Bermuda). 

March 19 (New York to Paris) 
J. J. Shubert (Rex). 

March 18 (New York to London) 
Liam O’Flaherty, Michel Fokine, 
Jack Doyle, Mr. and Mrs. George 
Ross, William Murray, Swana Beau- 
caire, Morris Blau, Gene Sheldon, 
Loretta Fischer, Larry Adler, John 
Hicks, Jr. (Normandie). 

March 18 (New York to London) 
Florence Vidor, Charles Farrell, 
Florence Desmond (Berengaria). 

March 18 (New York to London) 
Lord Beaverbrook, Mr. and Mrs. 
Lawrence Stallings, Elizabeth Allan, 
Irene Browne, Clemence Dane, 
Mme. Norma Boleslawski (Europa). 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Pat Casey. 

Victor Clarke. 
Maurice Conn. 
Scott R. Dunlap. 
Louis Factor. 
Leopold Friedman. 
Monroe Greenthal. 
Jack Irish. 

Buck Jones. 
Alexander Leftwich. 
Al Lichtman. 
Howard J. Miller. 
Doris Nolan. 
Barbara Pepper. 
Monte Proser. 
Jean Rogers. 

J. Robert Rubin. 
Nicholas M. Schenck. 
Spyros Skouras. 
Virginia Van Upp. 
Ed Zabel. 
Gradwell Sears. 

S. Charles Einfeld. 


ARRIVALS 


Constance Cummings, Benn Levy, 
Bill Fox, Betty Norton, Martin Wal- 
ker, William Dewhurst, Raymond 
Huntly, Cameron Hall, Philip Lea- 
ver, Dorothy Dewhurst, Keith Falk- 
ner, William K. Howard, Louis Bov- 
well, Stefan Schnabel, Thomas Salig- 
nac, Emma Redell, William Rowland, 
H. E. Pommer, Pierre Nicolaeff, 
Pearl White, Samuel Goldstein. 
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Hwood Demands to 0. 0. Foreign 


Prints irking U. 


Distribs of foreign-language pic- 
tures in the U. S., practically all 
concentrated in New York, are up- 
get by a constantly growing tendency 


prints. It’s not only a growing head- 
ache, they say, but one which is fre- 
quently out of their reach. 

Directors, producers, etc., on the 
Coast, frequently ask to see prints 
of foreign films because they are do- 
ing similar subjects, or because they 
want to see the work of certain for- 
eign actors or directors. Occasion- 
ally, a sale for remake results but 
this. the distribs have found out, is 
so little likely that it is practically 
out of the question. Point being that 
when and if remake sales go through 
they are made at the point of pro- | 
duction, abroad, with the local dis- | 
tribs out of it. 

Several of the distribs have insti- 
tuted a fee for use of prints by the 
studios. Thus a studio request to 
see a film now results in a demand 
for a fee of $100 or so to repay for 
the loss of time involved. 

There’s something else, also. Pic- 
tures go out to the Coast to play the 
various arties out there. And these 
prints, it is alleged play the studios 
as much as the theatres. Thus, one 
Los Angeles artie operator is known 
to have rented a French-made film 





recently on a percentage basis with | 


a $350 guarantee. Then he called the 
various studios, and offered screen- 
ings at $50 per. Got his $350 back 
and the theatre bookings were gravy. 

Which would be okay, say the dis- 
tribs, if these studio showings were 
counted in on the week’s grosses— 
but they’re not. And how to check? 


Yank Actors, Techs, 
Writers for Italian 


Films in U. S. Bid 


Rome, March 12. 

In a determined effort to make an | 
effective bid for the American film 
market, Giuseppe D. Musso, Italian 
producer, has brought Maria Gam- 
barelli to Italy under contract to 
make Italo-American pix. At the 
same time Musso engaged E. S. Fen- | 
ton of Hollywood to write scenarios 
which could catch the eye of the 
American public. 

Musso, president of the Industrie 
Cinematographiche Italiane, was the 
first Italian producer to resort to 
Hollywood tactics. Realizing that | 
Italy could never do big films unless 
it captured a foreign market to sup- | 
plement its small home field, he sent 
scouts to America, the same way as, 
Hollywood sends scouts to Europe, | 
to see what could be done about in- 
vading the country. 

Miss Gambarelli will make her | 
first public appearance here at a 
benefit for the Anglo-American hos- 
pital in Rome. 

Musso expects to start production 
in May, shortly after Mussolini’s new 
‘Roman Hollywood’ is inaugurated. | 
Also plans to engage American and 
British technicians, cameramen, sup- 
porting casts, and an American di- 
rector, 











NO EAR FOR ‘MT. MUSIC,’ 


RIESNER TAKES LEAVE 


Hollywood, March 23. 
Charles Riesner asked for and re- 


ceived his directorial leave on 
‘Mountain Music’ at Paramount be- 
Cause of story disagreement. 

Robert Florey substituted after 
Riesner had been on the film for 
three days. 

Gaal’s ‘Debut Pic 
Hollywood, March 23. 


Franciska Gaal. Hungarian actress 
a contract at Paramount foi 
“veral months, gets the femme lead 
in C. B. De Mille’s Paramount pic- 


ture, ‘The Buccaneer.’ 
d Actress makes her American 
hut in this film.. 


| novel 
| placed textbook, ‘Writing and Sell- | 
for publication | 


S. Distribs in N. Y. 


Lucky Ejinfeld 





Hollywood, March 23. 

Still remembering the down- 
the-harbor reception given him 
and Joan Blondell in New York 
shortly after their marriage, 
Dick Powell planned ar elab- 
orate retaliation when S. Chas. 
Einfeld, Warners publicity head, 
reached the Coast week 
by boat. 

Powell chartered fleet of tugs 


last 


and smaller craft and hired 
bands and plenty of celebra- 
tion. “Boat docked at night, in 
a fog, however, and Einfeld es- 
caped. 











Frances Marion 


Sets Novels, Now 
Back to Col Pix 


Frances Marion’s producer con- 
tract with Columbia calls for two pix 
a year for an indefinite term. She’ll 
also write a novel a year under a 
deal with Harper. She returns to 
the Coast tomorrow (Thursday). 
after a New York vacation. 

Producing activities will keep Miss 
Marion from doing any writing for 
films, except in a supervisory capac- 
ity, she says. Disclaimed any definite 
plans for her first production. Pact 
with Columbia ends 10-year script- 
ing term for Metro. 

Visit to New York was solely 
i ange publishing deals, 
to Miss Marion. 
contract 





to 
accorcing 
In addition to five- 
with Harper, she 


ing the Screen Play,’ 
by Covici-Friede in September. First 
novel under Harper pact is ‘Molly. 
Bless Her,’ 
the life of Marie Dressler. 


| 
| 
| 
} 
} 


| star abroad before they click 


based on an incident in | 
Second, | 


about two-thirds completed, will be | 


‘Portrait of a Certain Woman.’ 
maining three are all outlined. 


Re- 





WB Renews Connolly 
Hollywood, March 23. 
Warner Bros. have renewed Bobby 
Connolly’s contract for another year. 
Dance director is now doing a 


| technicolor short. 





| woo? 


| 


| kind 
| never before tried by Hollywood. 


| with European stars at present. 


| She stayed as is, 


INVASION BY 


DIALECT IGIANG 


Flock of Foreign Film Peo- 
ple En Route—Coast. Nab- 


bing New Faces from For- | 


eign-Made Pix, Even Be- 
fore They Click in Their 
Own Heaths 


NEW SCOUTING 


The foreign invasion is on. There 
are more foreign actors and actresses 
being tried in Hollywood, or en route 


| to Hollywood, at the moment than at 


any time 
of 


But 
It’s 


in years. 
invasion. 


it’s a 
along 


new 
lines 
Hollywood isn’t much 

The 
various film companies, instead, are 
trying to guess who's going to be a 
. It’s not 
only cheaper, says Hollywood, but it 
avoids the headache of 
hitherto a distinct problem. 


bothering 


Next import by Paramount is 
typical of the trend. It is Isa! 
Miranda, Italian girl. Oscar Serlin. 
Par talent scout until a few months | 
| ago, saw her in an obscure Italian 
film a bit over a year ago. Quietly 
he sent word to Italy to sign her. 


English in her spare time. 
tinued playing in Italian 
when and if she could. 


And con- 
pictures, 
Last month, 


after a year’s study, Par ordered a 
test for her made in Rome, ‘in 
English. It proved satisfactory, so 


she will come over in about a month. 
Had it shown her as not ready she 
would have continued as is, for six 


months more, and then undergone 
another test. 
Par thinks Miss Miranda has the 


making of a big star and prefers to 
lead her and build her gently. 

Same thing is true of Francisca 

Gaal, Hungarian girl who Par 
(Continued on kta 27) 


Adolf Alias Anton 


Berlin, March 15. 

After Adolf Wohlbrueck’'s Holly- 
te-make of ‘Soldier and the 
Laay under his made-in-America 
name of Anton Walbrook, he has 
now agreed to fulfill his earlier con- 
tract with Tobis-Europa by making 
a pic here in the late fall. 


Locally he will revert to the name | 


with the German marquee value. 


un-learning, | 


but began studying | 





ACCENT OVER HOLLYWOOD 





9 1 of Dickstein's Committee of 22 





The Hem Hangs Low 

Hollywood, March 23. 

Gam exhibit in picture stills 

| must not exceed two inches 

| above the knee or the Hays 

office will slug it ‘naughty’ and 
|} mo go. 

Warner publicists found out 
how high the hem can hang 
when they submitted some 
photos showing a cutie pulling 
up a stem filler for a fashion 
layout. 





+ 








Bennett Ist Will 
Write at U; Later 
He May Produce 


Charles Bennett, English scenarist 
and playwright under contract to 
Universal, will concentrate on writ- 
ing in Hollywood, but may direct or 
become associate 





| early in the sessions, 


an producer in| 
time. Bennett arrived this past week 
in New York from London. His! 
Universal pact is for a year, with 


options. He leaves for the Coast by 
motor Friday (26), planning about 
two weeks for the trip. It’s his first 


visit to America, 


Bennett hopes to work with James 
Whale. fellow Englishman, di- 

| rector for his first pic for Universal. 
Has number of ideas for stories, one 
of which may be based on police 
lineup he witnessed in New York. 
Plans to do comedy thrillers, similar 


as 


to ‘39 Steps,’ which he scripted for 
Gaumont-British? 
Writer also has several novels in | 


mind for possible screen adaptation. 

Recently authored legit play, ‘Money 
| Talks,’ which goes into production in 
| London in about six weeks. Irene 

Browne, a principal in ‘Promise,’ in 
| New York earlier this season, may 
play the lead. Bennett has had sev- 
| eral legit successes, including ‘Black- 
| mail,’ with Tallulah Bankhead, and 
‘Sensation,’ in London. Only play 
produced in America was ‘The Last 
Hour,’ done in Boston. 

Author's latest pic, ‘A Shilling for 
Candles’ (tentative title), is cur- 
rently before G-B cameras, with Al- 
fred Hitchcock directing and Nova 
Pilbeam in the lead. 


Serious Agitation In England to 
Cut Down on Imported Talent 


London, March 14. 

Variety Artistes Federation has 
suddenly awakened to the fact tnat 
‘there are too many foreigners 
| vading England in all forms of show 
| business.’ 

Claims that over 2,000 
played England last year, 
| circus, vaudeville, pantomimes and 
cabarets. Omit to mention, however, 

1at these comprise troupes, double 
| acts, and threesomes. Ministry of 

Labor figures are for individuals, 
and troupes, whether two, three or 
five, and even more, still have to 
comply with individual permits 
| Therefore, it would be fairer if the 
figure were cut by nearly half. Thus 


such acts 
covering 


importation of acts would actually 
| be nearer to 1,000. 
| Trouble dates from the time the 


Ministry asked agents that acts com- 


ing over for $200 or so not be per- 
mitted to double, as they are not 
essential and are replaceable’ by 
local talent. 
Up in Parliament 
VAF has stirred up a lot of 
trouble. . Even got to several mem- 


bers of Parliament to raise the ques- 
' tion in the House of Parliament, and 


| 


in- | 


‘they are forcing the Board of Trade, ! 


which governs the Ministry 
Labor, to stem the alleged influx. 

Trade is pointing out to officials, 
however, that Moss Empires, Gen- 
eral Theatres and the 
which not so long 
struggling, are now 
paying class, 


of 


ago were all 
in the dividend 
largely through import- 


ing talent on a bigger scale. Even 
the picture theatres circuits, such a 
Gaumont-British, Associated British 


Theatres, Union Cinemas and Para- 
mount, have found imported talent a 
trade builder. 


Further, there is a very acute 
shortage of local talent, and those 
newcomers (locals) who have at- 
tained any sort of name have to 
thank the importations, particularly 
the American contingent, which 


have been responsible for keeping a 


dying industry alive. 
Serious 
Seriousness of the present head- 


ache is proven by the pending meet- 
ing between the various bodies to 
discuss and fully go into the whole 
situation of importation. Originally 


ended to hold this meeting | 
ia 


it was int 
on March 


Stoll Circuit. | 


but it was deemed too j{! 


at such 
will be 


short 
held 


an issue 
meeting 


important 
notice, so 


| April 5. 


Meeting will comprise officials of 
the VAF, Ministry of Labor, Variety 


Agents’ Association, bookers of all 
the vaudeville and picture theatre 
circuits and circuses, and West-End 
cabarets. Sir Walter Payne, who 
controls the Syndicate Halls, and is 
also chairman of the Managers En 
tertainment Association, is likely to 
be in the chair. 

Meantime, Henry Sherek, biggest 


talent in London 
controlling the Dorche: 
Ritz and Carlton hotels, 
mated that if the VAF 
threat sisted in 
out all entertainment 


VAF action aiso nas its 
side. Most of the 
as they stay here a 

sed by 


booker of niteries. 
Mayfair. 
has inti- 
reduct 
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Appear Cold on Alien Actor Bill 


Washington, March 23 
Dickstein alien actor bill—giving 


U. S. Labor 
discriminate 


Department the right to 
against foreign talent 


appeared this week to be perma- 
nently mothballed. 
Chairman Dickstein, New York 


who fathered the re- 
strictive measure, will not even be 
able to get the ‘members of the 
House Immigration Committee to 
vote on his baby, according to latest 
word from the Hill, and chars:es that 


representative, 


it will ever be reported out are vir- 
tually non-existent. 

Amended measure, bereft of its 
‘reciprocity’ clause and badly tat- 


tered from being panned during the 
recent hearings. has received littie 
sympathy from House reps’sitting on 
the committee. Possibility that it 
might receive some support during 
its fourth annual appearance faded 
when hearings 
were turned into a three-ring circus, 


with Dickstein as ringmaster. Com- 
mittee members who earnestly be- 
| lieved that the legislation had its 
| good points changed their minds 
after listening to some of the rib- 


| tickling testimony dished up by the 
bill's supporters and ended un by 
vigorously opposing the Dickstein 
brainchild. 
Tactics the chairman 
many boos from his colleague: 
(Cc ontinued on page 32) 


CLORIA SWANSON WILL 
DO PLAY NEXT SEASON 


Gloria Svbnidin slene her 
debut next fall. Play isn’t set, 
she’s considering offers. 

Now in New York, having 
turned from Hollywood when 
ro’s plans for her-in ‘Maizie 


of drew 


s, but 





legit 
but 


ree 
Met- 
Ken- 


yon’ fell through. Has no plans for 
' the remainder of this season, but 
will remain east. indef. She had 
been mentioned for lead in ‘Lovers 
Meet,” which Theron Bamberger 
wanted to produce on Broadway 
earlier this season, but producer 
couldn't cast the play. 
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Zukor Demands Higher Rentals 
For Par's Product and Theatre 
Pards Pledge Support; Conv. Clicks 


Miami Beach, March 23. 

Demand by Adolph Zukor that 
higher rentals had to be obtained for 
Paramount from the company’s own 
partners, which are legion, as well as 
from other accounts, was one of the 
highlights of the three-day conven- 
tion held here at the Roney-Plaza 
with 75 Par men’in attendance. Ina 
battling mood, Zukor said that if he 
didn’t get higher returns on pictures, 
in view of the investments made and 
planned, he wouldn't go back to Hol- 
lywood. The partners pledged them- 
selves to obtain as much rental as 
possible. 

Among other things, partners, 
operators and- associates were in- 
formed that the studio was through 
with cheapies and that henceforth 
there would be no so-called B or C 
pictures. Zukor slammed home the 
fact that the studio had spent $1,400,- 
000 on ‘Souls at Sea’ and that he ex- 
pects $3,000,000 back in rentals. The 
chairman of the board also revealed 
in the private sessions that the next 
12 pictures to be turned out by the 
Hollywood plant would cost $8,000,- 
000. 

Speaking at a session of the Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners of America, 
but without giving any figures or 
making threats, Zukor had indicated 
that the present returns on pictures 
do not warrant the investment that 
is being made in them. 

Before the convention was over 
and the fighting production head of 
Par had stated his position, E. V. 
Richards hammered at the other 
partners-operators in Par to get be- 
hind Zukor 100%, Richards in no 
uncertain terms declaring that 
Zukor stayed with the ship when it 
was floundering and that he (Rich- 


(Continued on page 30) 


EXHIBS-RADIO 
IN TIE-UPS 


Columbus, March 23. 

Two recent radio-theatre tie-ups 
seem to augur a new cordiality be- 
tween amusement mediums here. 
WBNS is concluding a joint tie-up 
with all neighborhood houses which 
show Buck Jones’ pictures, in con- 
nection with Buck Jones serial 
thrice weekly over station. 

In return for trailer boosting 
Jones radio series, to be run by the- 
atre every time one of the horse 
operas is played, WBNS announces 
picture and theatre at end of Jones 
broadcast. 

WCOL has a three-way tie-up 
with the downtown houses in con- 
nection with Bot Seal’s daily Holly- 
weod gossip program. 

Seal boosts current first-run shows 
in return for a flock of theatre 
tickets which WCOL then passes on 
to sponsors of an early morning 
commercial. Tickets are used as 
bait to get listeners to visit partici- 
pating stores, where they are handed 
out to first-comers each day. 


NATE MANHEIM RESIGNS 
AS U FOREIGN MANAGER 


Nate L. Manheim has 
trom Universal Pictures. 














resigned 
He has 


been with Universal for 18 years, | 


15 of ‘em as export manager and | 
chief of the foreign division. 
new connection is not rei 
‘Three Smart Girls,’ probably the 
bigsest grosser which Universal has 
had in years, and biggest of the firm 
so far since the new Cowdin-Rogers- 
Cochrane regime, came about 
through Manheim’s efforts who 
urged the company. to retain Henry 
Koster and Joseph Pasternak in 
America as a producing team. 





Goldwyn’s Airer 


Hollywood, March 23. 
‘Transatlantic Flight’ will be made 
by Sam Goldwyn in tieup with Pan 
American Airways. 
Personnel of the cloud transporters 
will be included in picture. 








r Wilkens Toil on 6 Majors 





Hollywood, March 23. 

William R. Lipman has been en- 
gaged by Major Pictures to do screen 
play of ‘Flood Crest,’ yarn by Morley 
F. Cassidy, S. S. Field and John D. 
Klorer. 

Major has writers at work on five 
other pictures skeded for production 
start in next few weeks. They in- 
clude Doris Malloy, adapting ‘Once 
Upon: a Time’; Richard Connell, 
writing next Bing Crosby starrer, 





‘What Ho!’; 
nal to 
and John Davenport, 
Evening Ciothes.’ 


Breen to Coach 
Brit. Pix What's 
OK for US. Fans 


‘The Man in 





American film producers have 
been protesting the leniency on Eng- 
lish pictures in the U. S. by the 
Hays censor committee. When cuts 
were made in America, or scenes 
eliminated, the English producers 
were notified, but the latter pro- 
tested that casts had already been 
dismissed. As result, quite a lot of 
stuff has gotten by in America, 
bringing about the squawk from 
American producers, who self-purge 
themselves drastically at the source. 

Joseph I. Breen has gone abroad 
to point out to the Britishers what 
will not go on the American screen, 
so that U. S. producers will have no 
future complaints. Thus, English 
producers will be able to conform to 
censorship regulations same as the | 
Americans. 


CUKOR WILL DIRECT 
GARBO’S 1ST COMEDY 


George Cukor’s next assignment 
after ‘Gone With the Wind’ will be 
to direct Greta Garbo in her first 
comedy, he said while in New York 
last week. No story has been se- 
lected, but the Swede star will defi- 
nitely play for laughs, he’ declared. 


Cukor is on his way back to Hol- 
lywood, with stop-offs in Atlanta to 
see Margaret Mitchell, novel’s au- 
thor, and other places mentioned in 
her story, ‘Gone With the Wind.’ 
Will also see legit play, ‘Jane Eyre,’ 
in Washington and possibly give 
Katharine Hepburn some direction. 
Expects to reach the Coast in about 
two weeks. 


Just back from Europe, Cukor 
didn’t see any story or talent possi- 
bilities in his legit playgoing there.. 
Only times he attracted any attention 
was when it was learned he was 
‘Garbo’s director.’ 


LEWIN’S 1ST AT PAR, 
$1,000,000 “CETTYSB’G’ 


ilivuneh, March 23. 
| “Gettysburg,’ $1,000,000 picture of 
| the Civil War, will be Albert Lewin’s 
first production under his new con- 
tract at Paramount. Henry Hath- 
away will direct with Clifford Odets 
writing the screen play and dialog 
from an adaptation by C. Gardner 
Sullivan. Material from McKinlay 
Kantor’s book on the Battle of Get- 
tysburg will be utilized. 

Fred MacMurray has been. pen- 
ciled in for one of the three leads. 




















Cantor’s ‘Whoopee’ for Lux 
Hollywood, March 23. 
Eddie Cantor will do a radio ver- 
sion of ‘Whoopee’ for Lux. 
No date set. 





untitled; Waldemar Young, adapting | 
Joe Swerling, an origi- | 
star Mae West; Jane Storm | 


Parnell’ Follows ‘Earth’ 
As Coast Roadshower 


Los Angeles, March 23. 

Metro’s ‘Parnell,’ Clark Gable 
starrer, is figured as successor to 
‘The Good Earth’ (MG) currently in 
its eighth week as a two-a-day at- 
traction at Carthay Circle. 

Possible opening for ‘Parnell’ 
would be around end of May or 
early in June, when ‘Earth’ winds up 
there, 











PIX SALESMEN 


WILL GET AIR 
—— SQUAWKS 





While major picture companies en- 
vision better harmony between radio 
and film interests, through a more 
|careful supervision of screen star ap- 
| pearances on network programs, thus 
| minimizing squawks from exhibitors, 
la more definite check on the exhibi- 
tor attitude probably will be forth- 
coming in the next two or three 
months when film salesmen come 
| into actual contact with theatre 
| managers in the field. 

That is the view held by some of 
the largest exhibitor leaders. They 
believe that conversations regarding 
percentages to be paid for 1937-38 
product may develop. distinctly 
| whether or not the eld resentment 
held by some exhibitors has died 
down or been completely appeased 
by the way producers have attempt- 
ed to regulate the appearance of 
their stellar players on the radio. 
Some film company officials still 
| believe that radio programs built 
with stars and designed as added ex- 
ploitation for current or forthcoming 
releases actually help biz. 

Reaction of various independent 
exhibitor groups to this new trend 
is being watched closely by picture 
executives. But many industry 
chieftains still are of the opinion 
that the real pay-off will come when 
salesmen go out into the territory 
to sell pictures to individual exhibi- 
tors. 


NATURE'S VAGARIES 
DELAYS RCA STUNT 


RCA had lined up a broadcast on 
the Warner Bros. film, “The King 
and the Chorus Girl,’ for last Sun- 
day’s (20) show over NBC, but the 
account had to call it off when it was 
learned that atmospheric conditions 
having to do with the equinox would 
affect unfavorably any short-wave 
pickup trom Europe. Fernand Gra- 
vet, who is in the film, was to have 
his portion of the broadcast emanate 
from London. 

Plug on the picture will instead be 
put on April 4 and have Joan Bion- 
dell, Edward Everett Horton and 
Mervyn Leroy originate their bits 
from Hollywood. 


PAR TAKES ITALIAN 
FILM ON THE SCALA 


Rome, March 12. 
Paramount has acquired exclusive 
| rights to distribution in Italy of 
| ‘Regina della Scala’ (‘Queen of the 
| Scala’), and at the same time has 
taken an option on world distribu- 
tion rights. Picture shows the life 
| of the Scala of Milan, Italy’s most 
famous opera house. Scenes show 
Scala first nights of various periods, 
ending in the modern. 

For this last, Milan’s aristocracy 
turned out in full force, and in all its 
finery—gratis—to make _ sure the 
presentation of Milan’s society at its 
best would be authentic. 

While Paramount was acquiring 
the rights to ‘Regina della Scala,’ 
Paramount's prez, Adolph .Zukor, 
was honored by the King of Italy, 
who conferred upon him the order 
of Commander of the Crown of 
Italy. 


| 
| 
| 
| 





























Starring the Ritzes 


Hollywood, March 23. 
Ritz Bros.’ first starrer at 20th 
Century-Fox is ‘Moon Struck.’ 
Harold Wilson produces. 











Producers Back MPTOA on Radio 
Crack-Down; Say It's Up to N. Y. Pic 
Heads to Lay the law, Make It Stick 





‘Town’ Bullish on Side | 


Because ‘Top c of the Town’ is get- 
ting two network radio airings be- 
fore initial engagement in a picture 
theatre, the Roxy, N. Y., starting Fri- 
day (26), Universal probably will 
give broadcasting considerable credit 
if the production clicks at the box 
office. 

In addition to elaborate presenta- 
tion on ‘Hollywood Hotel’ last week, 
the picture grabbed additional ex- 
ploitation last (Tuesday) night on 
the Joe Reichman band broadcast 
from Cocoanut Grove, Los Angeles. 
Six songs from ‘Top of the Town,’ 
and appearance of Jimmy McHugh 
and Harold Adamson, composers of 
the tunes, were included in the 
build-up on the program. 


Jury Stull Out 
On Pix-Air Bally; 
‘Town Tips Mitt 


By ALBERT SCHARPER, JR. 








The half-hour excerpt of Univer- 
sal’s forthcoming musical, ‘Top of 
the Town,’ broadcast last Friday (19) 
on the Campbell Soup (Hollywood 
Hotel’) program over CBS, still does 
not indicate whether the airing will 
cascade or crimp the b.o. 

Universal’s publicist, Joe Weil, 
evidently figures the ozoning advan- 
tageous, since he bombarded exhibs 
with suggestions that they ballyhoo 
the broadcast. 

It is not likely many theatre op- 
erators spent time and energy advis- 
ing their prospective patrons to hug 
their hearthsides listening to a radio 
program, when they might otherwise 
be nestled in a theatre chair. 


Universal, previously this year, 
had two of its releases, ‘My Man 
Godfrey’ and ‘Three Smart Girls,’ 


aired on the Campbell Soup show. 
It turned out that that pair of pix 
have been the top grossers for U 
this season. In the trade, however, 
the films were deemed the best pair 
of pix studio turned out all season. 
‘Top of the Town’ was not too well 
done on air. The script wasn’t whit- 
tled down in a manner that would 
induce interest in seeing the pic, 
possibly because, after the songs 
were included, not much time re- 
mained for adequate handling of the 
story. Nevertheless, the yarn from 
start to stop was summarized, and 
the mitt was tipped on the plot. 


The songs, all by Jimmy McHugh 
and Harold Adamson, included ‘Top 
of the Town,’ ‘Where Are You?’ ‘No 
Two Ways About It,’ ‘That Foolish 
Feeling,’ ‘Blame It on the Rhumba’ 
and ‘Fireman, Save My Child.’ 

U might have figured to use the 
radio means to justify its end of ac- 
quainting the air fans with the fact 
a couple -of chanters with radio 
backgrounds—but new to pix—figure 
prominently in cast. Ella Logan and 
Gertrude Niesen are not topflight 
broadcasting names, but they're far 
better known to followers of that 
medium of entertainment than to 
film fans. Both had strong moments 
on the ‘Town’ program. Others in 
cast were George Murphy, Doris 
Nolan, Hugh Herbert and Gregory 
Ratoff. 


Whether broadcasts of films 


‘ex- 
cerpts, on eve of their release, 
blight or boom ’em at the b.o. still 


remains an open issue. 





Raoul Walsh to Direct 2 
At Par; Ist Benny ‘Models’ 


Hollywood, March 23. 
Raoul Walsh has signed a two- 
picture directorial contract at: Para- 
mount. His first will be the Jack 
Benny film, ‘Artists: and Models.” 
Edward Sutherland was slated to 
guide the picture but went to Flor- 
ida on a vacash. Lewis Gensler 
will produce. 





Hollywood, March 23. 

Coast producers are tickled with 
the- stand that the Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners of America took jn 
their resolution demanding a quietus 
on the ether waves. Producers claim 
that things would be much more 
harmonious if there were an under- 
standing as to what was what with 
broadcasting. 

All they are interested in is the 
sale of motion pictures they make. 
and if the radio shows hurt them 
measures should be taken to relieve 
the industry of this particular pain. 
Practically every big producer here 
claims he is helpless on the radio 
problem and says that the distribu- 
tion and company heads in the east 
conceive, generally, the bright idea 


for broadcasting tieups, and _ insist 
that the studios make them, despite 
the fact, they point out, that they 
are being besieged with squawks 


from exhibitors as well as their own 
artists who do not want to hit the 
ether waves with non-remunerative 
performances. 


Studios assert that New York can 
put a stop to radio broadcasting and 
that they are not inclined to take 
the rap for any excuse the New York 
company heads make. But should 
the decision be made that there will 
be no more broadcasting of spot pic 
scripts and use of talent, the studio 
heads want to be understood that 
this ruling will not be flexible, but 
must apply to all situations regard- 
less of what pressure may be 
brought by agencies, sponsors or 

(Continued on page 31) 


U's N. Y. Execs Give 
The Green Light to 
Rogers’ Prod. Plans 


The box office on “Three Smart 
Girls’ and ‘My Man Godfrey,’ and 
anticipations on “Top of the Town, 
persuaded Universal directors last 
week to give Charles R. Rogers, pro- 
duction chief, the go-ahead signal 
on similar productions of this type. 
Official statement was that Univer- 
sal would make twice as many pro- 
ductions in the big-picture class sim- 
ilar to these as heretofore. No an- 
nouncement made as to cost or how 
expenditures were to be reallotied, 
Program for next season, however, 
remains the same as to number, line- 
up being 36 features plus six Buck 
Jones westerns and two or three 
serials. 


Rogers conferred with R, H. Coch- 
rane, president, and J. Cheever Cow- 
din, chairman of the board, during 
his stay of nearly a month in New 
York. One result of his visit east 
was that the production department 
now will start turning over one fea- 
ture each week, starting on March 
27, for distribution. Four features 
are finished and ready for distribu- 
tors, including ‘Top of the Town, 
which opens at the Roxy, N. Y., on 
Friday (26), and, ‘When Love Is 
Young.’ Three others are ready for 
previewing, including ‘Wings Over 








Honolulu.’ Four more features go 
into work this week. 
Company is expecting much of 


‘The Road Back,’ which is budgeted 
at around $1,000,000, and is being set 
for spring release. Picture is a 
sequel to ‘All Quiet on the Western 
Front,’ James Whale directing. 


THREE AWAY BY JUNE 
ON SCHULBERG’S SKED 


Hollywood, March 23. 

B, P. Schulberg is preparing to put 
three pictures into early production, 
all scheduled for completion by early 
June, for Paramount release. 

Going before the cameras within 
two weeks will be ‘The Ascending 
Dragon,’ Charles Vidor directing. 
with Akim Tamiroff and John Trent 
so far cast. Title may be changed to 
‘The Great Gambini.’ Other two are 
labelled ‘Flower of France,’ by David 
Garth, which Theodore Reeves }5 
scripting, and Richard Wallace ill 
direct, and ‘The Life and Loves of 
Alexander Dumas,’ to star Edward 
Arnold. 
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MG Execs Winding Up Coast Meet 


On Studio Biz, 


Thalberg Estate, 


Foreign Prod., Contracts, Ete. 


Hollywood, March 23. 

Metro conferences with eastern 
executives headed by Nicholas M. 
Schenck on production and various 
other organization matters will come 
to an end this week. At that time 
Schenck will head for New York 
with J. Rbbert Rubin and Leopold 
Friedman going a day or two ahead. 
Al Lichtman completed his portion 
of the conferences on distribution 
and early product for next season 
and is in New York now. 

Most important matter taken up 
during the talk was the settlement 
of the Irving Thalberg estate inter- 
ests in the partnership among Louis 
B. Mayer, J. Robert Rubin and 
Thalberg. Discussion on this will be 
continued with corps of attorneys, 
for all concerned trying to figure out 
a means of settlement and adjust- 
ment. This probably will take an- 
other three months or so. In mean- 
time understood that new contract is 
being discussed with Norma Shearer, 
as her previous starring deal was 
with her husband, Thalberg. 

Also taking up attention of the 


conferences was the matter of con- 
tracts of various players, directors 
and executives. Reported that some 
approached were reluctant to sign 
deals beyond the period of the con- 
tract held by Louis B. Mayer, as stu- 
dio chieftain, which expires end of 
December next year. Therefore, 
quite likely that overtures will be 
made to Mayer by Schenck, before 
the latter leaves, for a new deal 
which would run for seven years 
after the expiration of Mayer's cur- 
rent agreement. 

During the session it was de- 
cided to go in for extensive building, 
new stages, office structures, etc. 


' Plans of what improvements are to 


be made will be announced before 


‘Schenck heads east. 


Matter of European production 
will also be taken up during cur- 
rent week as Michael Balcon, who 
will operaté the London productions 
with Ben Goetz, arrived here last 
Saturday. Besides Balcon, Goetz. 
Benny Thau and Bob Ritchie will 
sit in on the conference with 
Schenck, Mayer and Eddie Mannix 
to determine what stories are to be 
made first in London and also tal- 
ent that will be available from here 
Several direc- 
tors, writers and players will be dis- 
patched to London on these pictures 
around May 1, as production is 
scheduled to start middle of that 
month. Balcon and Goetz will leave 
here in two to three weeks to get 


‘the preliminaries under way. 


Geo. Weeks Asked to 





Reconsider His G-B 
Resignation May 1 


George W. Weeks, general sales 
manager for Gaumont-British pic- 
tures in America, who has indicated 
that he will quit the organization 
May 1, when his contract expires, 
has been asked to reconsider his de- 
cision to abdicate. 

The London office has asked him 
to wait until the company setup in 
Great Britain is determined, and a 
Production policy both as to number 
of pictures and type is decided. 
Arthur L. Lee, G-B v. p. and g. m. 
in the U. S., has requested Weeks to 
remain, and will negotiate ar exten- 
Sion of his present term as soon as 
matters are arranged in England. 

Weeks returned to New York Mon- 
day (22) from the Miami meeting of 
the MPTOA, 


‘ 





\i 








Henigson Back West 


Henry Henigson is back on the 
Coast after a brief sojourn in the 
east on business. 

His discussions with Universal 


officials in New York anent a pos- 
sible return-to the studio are still 
open, although 
plans should the U proposition fall 
theough. 





See Herb Wilcox 


With Korda; Woolf 
Quits His Outht 


London, March 23. 
Charles M. Woolf has resigned 


from the directorate of Herbert Wil- 
cox Film Prods. Resigning at the 
same time were John Woolf and 
Aubrey Hyman. 

Wilcox Co. was one of the first 
production units formed when Woolf 
severed connections with Gaumont- 
British two years ago to go out on 
his own and was to make nine pic- 
tures. Of this number seven have 
already been completed, with the 
final two now in the making. Woolf 
will release them, deal then ending. 

Understood that Wilcox may set 
up a new unit with Alexander 
Korda. 








Not Positively 


Chicago, March 23. 

Looks like New York is going to 
get Barney Balaban permanently, 
after all. Papers carried an ad of- 
fering his apartment and all its 
luxurious furnishings for sale. 

Boys on the know insist it isn’t 
time to worry until he offers his 
boat. 


+ 





FYE SHORT-TERM 
EXEC CONTRACTS 


,But Chiefly as Regards Hol- 


lywood Studio Executive 
Personnel—No Mention of 
the Eastern End of Film 
Exec Manpower 


2 YEARS TOPS 





Henigson has other | 


In the financial and executive 
backstage of the trade today a con- 
flict is raging between film bankers 
and the studios concerning the worth 


and importance of long-term pro- 
duction management contracts. Bank- 
ers favor a short-term agreement. 

The studios, on the other hand, 
contend that the continuity of pro- 
duction management is of such ut- 
most importance as to require long- 
term protection. [Short-term con- 
tracts such as bankers are anxious to 
inaugurate in the studios, argues the 
Hollywood end, would dam the flow 
of creative management. Further- 
more, why pick on Hollywood? 
What about the eastern end?] 

Bankers are urging a one-year 
management contract standard as 
the maximum in the business wher- 
ever possible. In some camps the 
bankers have home-office executive 
support for this view. This attitude 
is spurred by several reasons, not the 
least of which is the determination to 
minimize overhead costs from year- 
to-year as in the best interests of the 
companies. 

Studio opposition to such views 
are in the light of Hollywood ex- 
perience. The Coast end argues for 
a minimum standard contract in pro- 
duction management of two years. 
Contracts for terms less than two 
years are viewed by Hollywood as 
drastic and hazardous to the main- 
tenance of employe morale and 
quality of product. 


Stockholders’ Angles 


As divergent as these doctrines are 
from each other, each side feels that 
its attitude is best for the interests of 
stockholders, 

Studios contend that employe loy- 
alty becomes precarious where the 
continuity of supervisory manage- 
ment is not adequately bounda Dis- 
ruption of employe morale, the Coast 





+ 











BANKERS’ ONE-YEAR IDEAS. 





0th-GB-Metro Deal Up Again, Bid 
Put at About 58,000,000; Meantime 
Ostrers, in London, Are Doing OK 





Maxwell’s $3,000,000 
Suit Vs. the Ostrers 


London, March 23. 

John Maxwell took a sudden 
lead in the Gaumont-British af- 
fair yesterday (22) bv serving 
a writ against G-B. Although 
no particulars are available, it 
is understood that the writ asks 
for a return of $3,000,000—50% 
in Maxwell's Associated British 
Cinemas shares, and the rest in 
cash, 

Maxwell is understood to be 
claiming misrepresentation 
when he bought into G-B a 
couple of months ago, alleging 
his deal was made condition- 
ally on the promise of Isidor 
Ostrer that he could further 
obtain for Maxwell the 49% 
20th-Fox holdings in G-B, 
which Ostrer failed to accom- 
plish on his recent American 
trip after protracted negotia- 
tions with the principals. 

For this reason Maxwell 
claims that Ostrer has no right 
to attempt te dispose of his 
Maxwell shares in the open 
market, which Ostrer is under- 
stood to have been doing. 
Maxwell alse claims $2,500,000 
as special damages. 

This is the first serious set- 
back the Ostrers have suffered 
in their newest deal with C. M. 
Woolf, but it is not likely to 
scotch the deal, 








+ 











end shows, is a natural consequence 
in any business, but particularly in 


a creative and artistic field, when the 
continuity of qualified production 
management is not safeguarded. 
Hollywood claims short-term con- 
tracts are not a proper safeguard 
against such a contingency, 

It is pointed out from experience 
that bad morale affects the quality 
of production. 

Bankers, of course, point out the 
need to economize in overhead in the 
light of past experience and show 
examples of record that even in Hol- 

(Continued on page 73) 





Washington 


Justice 


Washington, March 23. 
Double-barreled attack on the film 
industry appeared in the offing last 


week following demands for 
thorough Congressional probe of 
charges major distributors and 


chains are ‘oppressing’ independents 
and tip that Justice Department is 


working on a_ nation-wide _ suit 
against motion picture companies. 

Taking new tack, Representative 
Sam Hobbs, of Alabama, called for 
study by a House Judiciary subcom- 
mittee to air bleats about discrim- 
ination and conspiracy to put indies 
out of business. This is a new de- 
parture for the independent organ- 
izations, which previously have con- 
centrated their fire on the Justice 
Department. 

While no details were forthcom- 
ing, records of House Appropriations 
Committee disclosed the Attorney 
General has a big anti-trust suit un- 
der preparation, despite fact that 
previous evidence has not been suf- 
ficient for a major attack. 

With remark he is not seeking a 
‘smelling expedition,’ Hobbs took the 
lead in indie crusade with his resolu- 
tion instructing a judiciary subcom- 
mittee to weigh squawks to Con- 
gressmen and find out whether 
majors are engaged in monopolistic 
practices and a drive to stamp out 





Hears of Another Big 
Dept. Suit Vs. Pix Biz 





competition. Resolution goes to the 
Rules Committee, where Hobbs is 
trying to get a prompt hearing. 

The strategy behind the Hobbs 
suggestion is both novel and likely 
to gain the objective. Since he has 
not proposed a select committee 
study, the Albama Democrat will not 
run into usual opposition about ex- 
travagant investigations. Also he 
has ducked the morality issue and 
confined his suggested inquiry to a 
factual study from the angle of law 
enforcement. Hobbs made clear he 
is not interested in salaries, control 
of the industry, financial practices, 
or the effect of block booking on 
types of films. His motive is solely 
to find out whether distribution 
methods and policies are designed 
to curb rivalry and give affiliated 
exhibitors a monopoly on the theatre 
business. 


‘If there are violations of the 
Anti-Trust laws, we want to know 
it,, Hobbs said. ‘Congress has re- 


ceived thousands of complaints from 
independents that the major com- 
panies are putting the independents 
out of business. If the situation is 
as oppressive as alleged in com- 
plaints from all over the country, 
Congress should take steps to see 
that the laws are enforced and the 
practices are prohibited.’ 

The resolution was offered follow- 
ing disclosure that Justice Depart- 





ment officials recently informed the 
House Appropriations Committee 
analysis of independent exhibs’ com- 
plaints and evidence has not shown 
any basis for a large-scale court at- 
tack on the majors. Although his 
resolution indicated he is piqued at 
the Attorney General's failure to ap- 
ply heat, Hobbs insisted he did not 
intend to embarrass the D. J. or 
want'to take up the question of why 
no prosecution has been started. 

With four men delving .into ac- 
cusations against the film industry, 
the Justice Department is continuing 
investigation of the theatre situa- 
tion, Appropriations group revealed 
Friday (19) it had been told by 
former Assistant Attorney-General 
John W. Dickinson. Out of the mass 
of squawks, Department has found 
basis for only one case so far, that 
recently instituted in Texas. 

‘The investigation as a whole has 
not as yet produced any evidence of 
which a major proceeding can be 
based,’ Dickinson stated. 

Although he indicated progress is 
slow, Dickinson also foreshadowed 
an eventual suit against the film in- 
dustry of substantial proportions. 
Without further explanation, he told 
the Appropriations crowd that one 
of two ‘nation-wide anti-trust cases’ 
under preparation will hit motion 
pictures. This has been reported in 
the offing for two years. 








British powers are trying to 
vive the 20th Century-Gaumont- 
Metro deal. Financial experts aver 
there is a London offer pending to 
acquire the GB shares now held by 


re- 


20th Century-Fox and Loew’s, Ine. 
The bid is put at $7,000,000 to 
$8,000,000 

If ii n't the Ostrers who are 
making the offer, the chances are 


that the bidders are persons contest- 
ing the Ostrers. In either case the 
view seems to hold that such a deal 
could extricate Gaumont-British from 
its presently muddled situation. 

On the other hanée, were those who 
ire contesting the Ostrers making 
he bid, then the successful negotia- 
ion of this offer could alter pro- 
‘oundly the course of GB and pos- 
‘ibly shift also the management con- 
trol of the firm. 

There are no American 
involved in the offer. 
British move. 

Belief is that this London offer 
was among the important matters 
which came under discussion recent- 
ly at the Coast conclave of Metro's 
top executives, headed by Nick 
Schenck and including Louis B. 
Mayer, Al Lichtman, J. Robert Rubin 
and Leopold Friedman. 

Kent Abroad Soon 

Present indications are that Sid- 
ney R. Kent, president of 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox, goes to Europe soon on 
general company business, including 
a foreign sales convention of his 
firm which will be held in Paris. 
The London offer will thus obtain 
his attention while abroad. 

There is nothing on the GB hori- 
zon at this time to indicate the suc- 
cess or failure of the pending offer 
nor can its course be predicted. 

There have been other offers and 
deals linking GB and the Ostrers to 
American companies, and all have 
faded, after considerable to-and-fro 
action, 

One of the upshots of the GB tan- 
gle with American business was 
Loew’s recent purchase for $3,500,- 
000 50% of 20th Century-Fox Film's 
GB shares. Whether Loew’s or Met- 
ro will sell now is one of those 
things, 

The indications have been that 
Kent, president of 20th Century-Fox, 
is not adverse to disposing of the 
20th company’s holdings in GB pro- 
viding a fair price were had for 
same. If that holds, of course, the 
chances are somewhat bright of a 
probable conclusion in the situation. 


interests 
It is a strictly 





Ostrers’ Good Spot 
London, March 23. 

Ostrer Brothers seem to be hold- 
ing all the aces in the struggle for 
control of Gaumont-British, and 
won another trick when the trustees 
for the debenture holders ac- 
quiesced in the production and dis- 
tribution deal with C. M. Woolf's 
General Films. 

Anxious to dispel doubts in the 
City, as well as in Wardour Street, 
Isidore Ostrer issued another state- 
ment. 

‘I am pleased to be able to dissi- 
pate the unjustified rumors which 
have been circulated in connection 
with the agreement which has re- 
cently been made between Gau- 
mont-British and General Film Dis- 
tributors, We have been officially 
informed by the Law Debenture 
Corp., as trustees for the debenture 
stock holders, that the agreement 
has been submitted to counsel, whose 
opinion is that nothing has arisen to 
justify their intervention.’ 

With this statement, Ostrer re- 
leased the text of the trustee’s let- 
ter, endorsing the deal as not likely 
to jeopardize the interests of deben- 
ture stock holders. 

Ostrers are now winning all the 
way. They won the decision to pay 
the preference dividend, thereby 
stalling hopes of John Maxwell and 
the 20th-Metro combination of 
snatching voting control of the 

(Continued on page 75) 
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MPTOA Convention Ends oLenita 
That Distribs Who Deal Liberally 
Will Get Exhibs Best Support 


+ 


By ROY CHARTIER 


Miami, March 23. 

Before the Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of America goes into con- 
vention a year from now, which may 
be held at a more easily accessible 
place than Miami, possibly Atlantic 
City, the producer-distributors will 
have been bombarded by demands 
which have been seriously consid- 
ered and determined at the three- 
day meet which closed here Thurs- 
day afternoon (18). The tolerance 
which Ed Kuykendall was blamed 
for practicing up to now, pursuant 
to policies dictated by the board of 
directors, it is promised, will not ob- 
tain for the future. 

The president and his aides have 
labored hard and long during the 
past year to get needed relief from 
the producer-distributors which the 
present conditions dictate by making 





a peaceful approach to matters and 
exercising patience. This  hasn’t 
worked and today exhibitor leaders 
and members of the MPTOA are 
prepared to go so far as possibly 
to invite complaints of anti-trust im- 
portance in order to put the dis- 
tributors in a spot. 

So many proposals for combina- 
tions against distributors were made 
that it is obvious to convention at- 
tendees that the exhibitors are get- 
ting desperate enough to try to ban 
pictures for one reason or another, 
in addition to refusing to deal with 
certain companies unless contracts 
protect against complained evils. 

In addition to two Allied States 
leaders who were on hand to report 
on. any change of front with the 
MPTOA, the private secretary of 
Abram Meyers, Allied counsel, at- 
tended sessions and took notes, os- 
tensibly to report back to Allied on 
moves the MPTOA proposes. If Al- 
lied members clearly learn of the 
more militant aspects of MPTOA 
members, as_ gleaned from last 

(Continued on page 27) 


K-A-0 AND KEITH CORP. 
NET PROFITS BOTH UP 


Keith-Albee-Orpheum Corp. and 
subsidiaries showed a net profit in 
1936 that was three times greater 
than the preceding 12 months. Com- 
pany’s annual report sent to stock- 
holders yesterday (Tues.) revealed 
net of $1,237,141, after all charges, 
as compared with $403,073 in 1935. 
The net profit was equal to $19.23 a 
share on the 7% preférred stock 
outstanding, against $6.26 per share 
in 1935. 

The large pickup in net profit was 
made even after paying $63,600 as 
surtax on undistributed profits. Of 
total gross income of $15,480,178 for 
the company and subsids in the year 
ended on Dec. 31 last, the report 
showed that $13,739,404 was obtained 
from theatre admissions. Film serv- 
ice cost the company $3,483,208, 
while artists’ salaries only repre- 
sented an outlay of $700,472. 

B. F. Keith Corp. and its sub- 
sidiary companies showed a _ net 
profit for the same 12 months end- 
ing on Dec. 31, 1936, of $1,056,257. 
The company’s balance carried for- 
ward on Dec. 31 amounted to $648,- 
311. after making deductions of 
$800,000 for dividend payments. 
Biggest source of income were the- 
atre admissions, which brought the 
company $9,380,149. 











Metro Dickering for 
Howards, Fannie Brice 





Metro is reported dickering for 
Willie and Eugene Howard and 
Fannie Brice, with a view towards 
spotting them in the same picture. 
Studio a few weeks ago was said to 
be considering Miss Brice for ‘Broad- 
way Melody.’ 

Howard brothers are currently at 
Jack Dempsey’s Vanderbilt hotel, 
Miami, for a twce-week nitery date. 





LENNON BACK AT RKO 


Hollywood, March 23. 
Tom Lennon is back on the RKO 





Talent Heads Swap 


Hollywood, March 23. 

Phyllis Loughton has been set by 
Metro to head its talent school. She 
reports at stucio from New York in 
two weeks. 

Spot was formerly held by Oliver 
Hinsdale, who took over similar as- 
signment at Paramount, recently va- 
cated by Miss Loughton. 


20TH-FOX’S ANNUAL 
NET OF $7,924,126 


Aided by $1,134,000 in dividends 
from National Theatres Corp., 20th 
Century-Fox annual report issued 
last week revealed net profit, after 
all income and taxes, of $7,924,126. 
This is virtually double the figure 
of $3,563,087 reported for 1935. 

Twentieth-Fox also reported oper- 
ating profit of $3,472,275 for the 
fourth quarter of 1936 as against 
only $1,566,763 for comparable three- 
month period in the preceding year 
and $1,682,662 for the third quarter 
in 1936. The company paid its usual 
$1.50 on the preferred and $2 on the 
common in the past year, making 
divvy distributions $5,066,280. 

Total income for 20th-Fox and its 
wholly-owned subsidiaries for the 
past year was $54,031,780. The net 
operating profit before Federal taxes 
totalled $9,028,214. Normal income 
tax was placed at $849,172 while 
$254,915 was paid as surtax on un- 
distributed profits. This shows that 
all profits were not distributed, of- 
ficials preferring to pay an added 
tax to the government rather than 
cripple the company’s working 
capital. 

Report to stockholders pointed 
out that under the plan of reorgan- 
ization as of June, 1933, a reserve 
was provided for revaluation of in- 
vestments totalling $14,500,000 and 














that this reserve now has been ap- 
plied to the extent that $9,850,250 
was written off of the investment in 
Metropolis and Bradford Trust Co., 
Ltd., reducing this investment to 
$7,237,368. It also was shown that 
the balance of $4,649,750 was written 
off the investment in Movietonews, 
Inc., and sundry other companies, 
reducing this item to $611,649. Com- 
pany also paid off the balance of the 
five-year 6% convertible debentures 
totalling $1,696,600 during the year. 


Bankruptcies 


Irving Bruckman, musician, 500 
West 147th street, N. Y., voluntary 
petition in bankruptcy in U. S. 
District Court; liabilities at $1,261.21; 
no assets. 

Petition filed Friday (19) by Wil- 
liam Michalson, Port Chester, N. Y.., 
manager of the Plaza, Stamford, 
Conn., lists liabilities at $5,247; no 
assets. 











Par Woos Youmans 


Hollywood, March 23. 
Vincent Youmans is talking a mu- 
sic deal at Paramount. 
Studio wants him to write tunes 
for several filmusicals. 





HUNT WITH CONDOR 


Hollywood, March 23. 

Charles Hunt goes to Condor Pic- 
tures as an associate producer to as- 
sume responsibilities on the current 
Conrad Nagel-Eleanor Hunt series 
for Grand National release, 

‘Government Agent,’ starting April 
15, will be his initialer. 





SEARS, EINFELD EAST 


Hollywood, March 23. 
Gradwell Sears and S. Charles 
Einfeld wind up two weeks’ Warners 
studio call and haul east over the 
weekend. 
Norman Moray, short subjects 


sales head, has arrived for confabs 
also. 


REGAN’S REP. MUSICAL 
Hollywood, March 23. 





Phil Regan slated for featuring in 


writing staff turning out an original | Republic’s ‘One If By Land.’ 


for Maury Cohen’s production. 


| 


It's a musical. 


Incorporations 


NEW YORK 
Albany. 


Hitch Your Wagon, Ine., Manhattan; 
theatrical business; capital stock, 200 
shares, $100 par value. Incorporators: 
Lewis M. Greene, Bernard H. Cone and 
Frances Weiss, all of 521 Fifth avenue, 
New York City. 





Klarback Amusement Corp., Kings; 
general amusement enterprises; capital 
stock, 200 shares, no par value. Incor- 


porators: Carl Klarnet, 1784 Coney Is- 
land avenue, Brooklyn; Tom Baker, 48 
Lake place, Brooklyn; Isadore Krauz, 
3115 Brighton Fourth street, Brooklyn. 


Rayrita Theatres Corp., New York; 
own, operate and maintain theatres; 
eapital stock, 100 shares, no par value. 
Incorporators: Samuel Goldberg, 763 
Eastern parkway, Brooklyn; Julia 
Cherrnay, 1430 Plimton avenue, Bronx; 
Herman Larris, 908 Stebbins avenue, 
Bronx. 

Reo Movie Co., Inec., Kings; operate 
moving picture business; capital stock, 
100 shares, $50 par value Incorporators: 
Anthony Mazzarella, Jr., Muriel -Gold- 


berg, Harry G. 

street, Brooklyn. 
Continental Film Industries, Inc., Man- 

hattan: motion picture business; eapital 


Haiman, all of 26 Court 





stock, 200 shares, no par value. Incor- 
porators: Harold J Sherman, 1610 
Broadway, New York City; Cassrall 
Greenberg, 35 McClellan street, Brooklyn; 
Martha Harris, 145 East 55th street, 
Brooklyn. 

CALIFORNIA 


Sacramento. 
Advance Pictures Co., Los Angeles; to 
make motion pictures; capital stock, 
7 no stock subscribed. Di- 


7,500 shares; 
rectors: J Ww. Wayment, Mitchell 


Leichter, Kathleen Barash, of L. A, 


London Hears 
Donat’s Health 
Keeps Him Home 


London, March 16. 

Lowdown from this side on Harry 
Goetz’s visit to fix Reliance’s produc- 
tion here of ‘Clementina’ with Rob- 
ert Donat top-spotted, is that Donat, 
under contract to the company for 
one picture, refused to go to Holly- 
wood for health reasons. 

Donat was originally scheduled for 
lead in ‘Robber Barons,’ and when 
he turned it down was assigned to 
the new picture. Only way Reliance 
could keep up to schedule was to 
transfer the production to this side. 

London exchange of RKO-Radio is 
not certain whether the picture will 
go through its hands or not, though 
that is to be presumed. 


AMUS. ISSUES JOIN 
GEN’L STOCK DECLINE 


Most drastic decline this year in 
stock market which came during the 
last eight days saw picture and radio 
company stocks joining the sharp re- 
actionary move. While strike news 
and uncertainty in some political 
sectors were blamed, others in Wall 
Street rated the shake-out as one to 
be expected and not unknown for 
this season. Nice rally yesterday 
(Tues.), if only of a technical nature, 
cut some of the more severe losses. 

Greatest loss was sustained by 
Parfmount first preferred which was 
down 10% points to 167% at the end 
of week. Loew common, leader of 
amusement group, and both 20th- 
Fox issues were off three and four 
points at one time .in the week. 
Loew finished yesterday with a loss 
of 2 points net. Twentieth-Fox was 
off 2% and the preferred wound up 
Tuesday’s transactions with a decline 
of 3% points. Both stocks sold ex- 
dividend during last few days which 
accounted for part of dip. 

Universal preferred also sold off, 
hitting 93 on Saturday. Paramount 
common and second preferred issues 
were down nearly 2 points net for 
the last 714% trading sessions. General 
Theatre dipped more than 2 while 
Columbia Pictures’ loss was 1% 
points on the week. Warner: Bros. 
common sold more than a point 
lower and Radio common and pre- 
ferred were off nearly as much. 

Eastman Kodak, one of the blue- 
chip issues, sustained a loss of 6% 
points even after Tuesday’s rally. 
Keith-A lbee-Orpheum preferred, 
both before and after excellent earn- 
ings statement, bucked the trend, 
finishing yesterday with a 7-point 
gain on the week. 


RKO’s 59 Scribes 


Hollywood, March 23. 
Writing staff of RKO has hit a new 
high in number working with 50 
pecking away at studio mill. 
Scribblers are turning out a total 
of 32 yarns. 


20th Renews Markey 


Hollywood, March 23. 
Gene Markey has been handed a 
contract for another year as 20th- 
Fox associate producer. 




















His first picture under the new 
pact will be ‘Splinter Fleet.’ 











Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Time, Inc. and ‘March of Time’ officially announce that activities in 
picture producing field for 1937-38 season would be confined to the ‘March 
of Time’ once a month, with distribution through RKO-Radio. Company 
executives had mulled the idea of making one feature picture, along the 
line of M. of T., but no such test feature will be made this year. Pro. 
duction would be built around an unusual news story with factual ma- 
terial alone figuring in story development. 

While it will be some time before any pact for such a picture is signed, 
officials believe it will become an actuality before any thought is given 
to an additional two-reel series, such as was erroneously reported else- 
where on behalf of Life, the mag. 

Although Time, Inc., reported an increase of about $500,000 in consoli- 
dated profit for 1926 over the preceding year, ‘March of Time’ is reported 
to have lost coin during the same period. However, Henry R. Luce, pres- 
ident, predicted that the reel would break even in the present year. Time 
corporation showed consolidated profit of $2,747,232, after estimated tax 
provision and $900,000 special expenses required to launch and publish 
1936 issues of Life, company’s new publication. Company reported pay- 
roll of 503 more persons than employed at the start of last year. 








Hurrying east to catch a show his studio had bought, director decided 
to cast one of the parts, that of a blonde, English chap. New York office 
called in 40 for a lookover by the director, who made a selection. When 
a test was ordered the youth demurred, saying that he’d been tested 
before but they always showed him to disadvantage. He let the megger 
know that he had been on the English stage for 13 years and that the 
coin he wanted was $750 a week. Also he must have transportation from 
Southampton to Hollywood and return. Director okayed all around and 
on reaching the Coast was shown the test. As the youth said, it was bad. 
Director decided to go through with it, nonetheless. After five weeks 
of shooting in which the director’s patience was sorely tried, the youth 
broke down and confessed that he lied all the way, that he was never on 
the stage and phonied the yarn about the screen test. Director’s sympathy 
went out for his discovery and he brought him through the one big scene 
he wanted him for. Studio expressed itself as-.satisfied with the bargain 
the director made with the youth on the strength of the lone scene. Youth 
is back in London with the firm resolve never to pull another whizzer 
on a picture studio. 


By means of a series of optical lenses attached to a standard motion 
picture camera, which has just been perfected by W. H. Harrison, Los 
Angeles optical engineer, directors and cameramen on films will now be 
enabled to visualize just what is being photographed. Device is regarded 
as particularly effective for filming of trick shots, as the effects are cre- 
ated entirely inside the camera and can be seen through the viewing tube 
at all times. By means of a reflecting surface placed in front of the 
camera, an inverted image is reflected into the screen. In consequence, 
it will now be possible to produce the effect of a mirror floor without the 
limitations of multiple printing methods, or the expensive construction 
of an actual glass floor. In use the upper half of the lens functions nor- 
mally and forms the direct image at the lower half of the camera’s 
aperture. 





Clarifying reported statement of his expert testimony regarding story 
costs as an item of picture production during proceedings here in the 
‘Letty Lynton’ plagiarism suit accounting, Harry Cohn wants it known 
that the 5% he estimated only covered actual cost of the average original 
story purchase. 

In addition to this 5%, the cost of adaptation and scripting would have 
to be added to cover the total story item in relation to other picture costs, 
This explanation of his asserted estimate, given to special master sent to 
Hollywood from N. Y. federal court to preside over accounting, brings 
Cohn’s figure in closer accord with Adolph Zukor’s reported testimony 
at the same hearing, to the effect that 25% of average picture’s cost must 
be written off to story purchase and preparation. 





Fox West Coast Theatres is ignoring ban slapped on bank night and 
other coin and merchandise giveaways by Long Beach (Cal.) police a few 
days ago, as part of a countrywide drive against gambling. Circuit con- 
tends that bank night as operated is legal, and that resort city cops have 
given a wrong interpretation to orders issued by U. S. Webb, attorney- 
general for California, ordering a cleaning out of tango, pin and marble 
games and other forms of gambling. F-WC is heaviest theatre racketeer 
in Los Angeles county, resorting to coin or merchandise giveaways in a 
majority of its theatres, with many first run houses included in the setup. 





Although disbursements exceeded receipts, the Roxy theatre, N. Y., 
made a net profit of $20,198 during the period of Jan. 28 to Feb. 25, ac- 
cording to the report filed Thursday (18) in U. S. District Court by 
Howard S. Cullman, trustees for the theatre. The cash received during 
the period amounted to $207,781 and $237,637 was paid out, the report 
states. The net profit reported is fixed before payment of taxes and in- 


terest on real estate. Admissions for the period numbered 166,116 and 
rental of films cost $36,814. 





Darryl Zanuck drew plenty of favorable comment when he went out of 
his way to commend Harry Brand at a dinner tendered the 20th-Fox stu- 
dio publicity chief last week. Zanuck minced no words in letting the 
guests know that he considered Brand: largely responsible for his 
(Zanuck’s) success, and the way he put it left no doubt that he meant 
what he said. It was the first time a studio head has ever been known to 


publicly acknowledge that a publicity chief was somewhat instrumental 
in his success. 





Seeking support of labor organizations signatory to the present Coast 
studio basic agreement for the inclusion of the Screen Actors’ Guild in the 
pact, Kenneth Thomson, secretary of the Guild, is in Washington to park 
the outfit’s cards on the table before William Green, prez of the A. F. 
of L. Actors hope to line up sufficient strength by the time of the labor 


meeting in New York April 5 to foree SAG recognition by the Motion 
Picture Producers’ Association. 


After a special showing of Warners ‘San Quentin’ to members of the 
California State Prison Board and the warden of the penitentiary in San 
Francisco, total of five feet was slashed from the picture. Footage elim- 
inated identified several convicts in prison yard where number of the 


shots were taken—the first ever pe-mitted in the state penal institution 
in connection with a feature picture. 





While Christopher J. Dunphy, chief of Paramount’s Coast publicity. 
was in Miami for the Motion Picture Theatre Owners of America con- 
vention, Terry De Lapp, his aide, inausurated the police lineup system 
to acquaint his staff of 35 writers with studio personalities. Ernst 
Lubitsch and Francesca Gaal, European actress, were the first in the 
showup to a.iswer questions hurled at them by the 35 flacks. 





Bing Crosby, former Spokaneite, will judge the ‘most attractive fresh- 
man woman’ zt Washington State college at Pullman, Wash., from pictures 


the college will send to Hollywood. Wally Westmore, Paramount make- 
up expert, will help in the judging. 





Paramount has called off its world preem of ‘Waikiki Wedding’ at Hono- 
lulu because the general release date has been moved up to March 2. 


Prints will be rushed to Hawaii by plane so that the opening there w:!! 
be simultaneous with the U.S. 
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DOUBLES LOOK IN TO STAY 





Details of Monogram Pictures’ 
Refinancing Setup Given S.E.C. 


Washington, March 23, 

Monogram Pictures _ refinancing 
plan, calling for new issue of 1,000,- 
000 shares of common of which about 
one-third will be offered the public, 
was submitted to Securities & Ex- 
change Commission last week. Ex- 
pecting to raise $6,875,000, producer 
asked consent to carry out scheme 
under which 350,000 shares will be 
put on the market at a net to the 
company of $3 apiece. Underwriter, 
J. A. Sisto & Co., to take a cut of 
75c. 

Bulk of the new offering is al- 
ready spoken for, papers showed. 
With 150,000 shares outstanding, half 
of the total, 500,000 shares, will be 
withheld subject to exercise of op- 
tions held by insiders. Ground-floor 
prices begin at $4 and run up to a 
total of $10 over the next six years, 
hitting top at the end of 1942. 

Explaining details of reorganiza- 
tion plan, management noted that 
all receipts from the private and 
public sales will go toward putting 
the revitalized company on its feet 
and replenishing the treasury for 
operating purposes. Most of the 
proceeds, $1,050,000, will be ear- 
marked for production, $50,000 will 
be spent in setting up exchanges, 
and $200,000 will be paid to Pathe 
International in liquidation of pres- 
ent indebtedness. 

Registration statement disclosed 
that Sol A. Rosenblatt, former film 
code administrator for the National 
Recovery Administration, will be 


(Continued on page 54) 


LEGAL HUDDLE FRI. ON 
2% N. Y. SALES TAX 


Legal staffs of principal picture 
companies will meet Friday (26) to 
decide what course of action to pur- 
sue in contesting payment of the 
New York City 2% sales tax on film 
rentals. Major companies are ex- 
pected to ask for reargument in the 
U. S. supreme court as result of last 
week’s decision by the circuit court 
of appeals (N.Y.) upholding the 
lower court’s opinion. This support- 
ed the City of New York’s claim that 
rental transactions of the firms were 
tangible and therefore taxable under 
the city statute. 


The case which United Artists 
brought against N. Y. City. 

Comptroller Frank J. Taylor was 
a test case over $21,188 in tax paid, 
under protest, though the total 
amount involved and payable to New 
York City may exceed $2,000,000 be- 
fore the case finally is settled, cov- 
ering the period from December, 
1934, when the 2% tax went into 
effect. 


Lesbo Pic for U. S.? 


; British & Continental Films, new 
indie distrib in N. Y., is preparing 
for American release of ‘La Gar- 
conne’ (‘The Lesbian’), French film. 

Picture drew the most unusual 
ban in film history about a year ago, 
when the French government ruled 
it was okay for local distribution, 
within France, but must not be ex- 
ported out of France. Government 
figured picture wouldn't do the 
country any good. After a number 
of protests, government changed its 
mind, however, and withdrew the 
ban. 

N.Y. censor board hasn't gandered 
the pic yet. 

















Nino Sings Again 





? Hollywood, March 23. 

Born to Sing’ has been set by 
Jesse L. Lasky as his next Nino Mar- 
tini production for RKO, 

Yarn, with a Hollywood locale, is 
being scripted by James Edward 
Grant and Maxwell Shane. 


as 








Recompense 





Wichita, March 23. 

Boris Karloff read a Variety 
correspondent’s story of. Jesse 
E. Haak, who collapsed from 
fright while watching Karloff 
in the picture, ‘The Walking 
Dead, at a Wichita theatre, 
Feb. 23, and sent the 18-year- 
old Clearwater, Kans., youth 
$10 worth of Fox theatre tickets. 

J. R. Burford, Fox manager 
here, presented the tickets to 
Haak Saturday. 











DUALS BEST IN 


HOT OPPOSISH 
SPOTS 


Nearly all the highly competitive 
situations are stated to have reacted 
beneficially to double feature show- 
ings, rather than to single feature 
showings, according to latest find- 
ings. This is held to be as true of 
the west coast, where National (Fox- 
WC) Theatres dominate or the east 
where Loew’s and RKO top the ex- 
hibition heap. 


It is contended that around 75% 
of the customers favor the twin bills. 
The recent survey by one major 
chain (Warners) which was pre- 
sumed to show single features in 
favor is discounted as having been 
a survey on a pooled territory. 

In the metropolitan New York 
area, for instance, Loew estimates 
are clear that the trend is for double 


features. The same goes for RKO, 
with figures strongly supporting 
this view. 


While improved industrial condi- 
tions of the nation and upped scales 
are considered to have helped con- 
tribute an increased amusement 
take, nevertheless showmen are 
readily admitting that these condi- 
tions were not alone in aiding the 
b.o., but that the adoption of the 
double feature policy wherever it 
was feasible has benefited company 
takes considerably also. 

One major chain operating in 
New York feels that much of its 
improved b.o. income is due to its 
policy of double feature showings. 

Converts to double _ standards 
claim that experience has proved 
that films which are _ considered 
only fair will do better for the b.o. 
when coupled with another picture. 
However, they hold no defense for 
the bill with two inferior pullers. 
These showmen claim that even pic- 
tures which are considered good 
have prvuved beiter grossers when 
teamed up than when having been 
played single. 

It is argued, and from experience, 
that only standout films can dare 
the single standard, and then only 
around 5% of the industry product 
is of standout calibre, and not 
enough to give long sustenance to 
the b.o. 





Saperstein Reelected 





Chicago, March 23. 

Aaron Saperstein was vxeelected 
president of the Allied Theatres of 
Tilinois last week for the seventh 
consecutive term, which means seven 
straight years. 

Other officers elected were Van 
Nomikos as v. p., Joe Stern 
treasurer, Harry Lasker secretary 
and Harry Nepo sergeant-at-arms; 
directors named, Ludwig Sussman, 
Tippy ilarrison, Sinuel Roberts, 
Verne Langdon, Ben Lasker, Jack 
Rose, Richard Salkin, Ben Bartel- 
stein, Charles Nelson, Aaron Cour- 
shon and Abe Gumbiner. 

Louis Abramson appointed record- 
ing secretary for the seventh succes- 
sive term. 


| 


| Majors 


MAJORS, INDIES. 
GEARED FOR ‘EN 


Adding 


Even Greater Market— 
More Territories Being 
Rushed Into Duals 








HOW THEY FIGURE IT 


| 

With practically every major com- 
| pany set to add an average of two 
to three more features to its pro- 


continue to dominate the industry 
for at least 12 months longer. Aside 
from the fact that the bulk of the 


public continues to demand them. 
more and more spots, territories and 
sections of the country are being 
swept into dualing. And the majors 
and independent producers. are 
merely gearing their production 
schedules to meet the demand. 

One important indie producer is 
authority for the statement that dou- 
ble-programs will prevail in the U:S. 
as long as the patrons want ’em. 
With a majority plainly indicating 
their appreciation of the duo set- 
up, the large number of features 
available, some of which are obvi- 
ously designed for dual consumption 
only, and the small number of shorts 
of high quality, naturally forces the 
present single policy houses to go 
double whether they want to or not. 

This has become a vicious circle, 
in the opinion of solo-feature ad- 
vocates, because all producers are 
setting their product line-up with an 
eye on the double-feature situation. 
This in turn forces others to go dual 
if for no other reason than that they 
are meeting product conditions. 

There are still a lot of fans who 
appreciate features. costing only 
$40,000 to $50,000, according to an 
authority in the indie field, who con- 
tends that this inexpensive B type 
picture can’t be made by the aver- 
age major-line producer. It also is 
his contention that there are more 
people in the U.S. who would rather 
see a snappy western than go to see 
the ultra-stars who appear only in 
two or three productions per year. 

As long as there is an increasing 
demand for pictures to be used on 
double bills, majors are going to 
maintain their large producing 
schedules and there will be a grow- 
ing number of independent: produ- 
cers out to get a full share of dual 
business. 

Meny of the indie producers make 
no pretense at going in for more 
than three or four elaborate pic- 
tures during the season, depending 
greatly on the dual demands for the 
cream of their profit. 

That the indies are aware of the 
public trend and feel that there will 
be little change for at least year 
or two is seen in the number of fn- 
dependent companies which will 
have product the coming season. 
Besides Republic and Grand Na- 
tional, new indie entries include 
Monogram and Condor. Others ac- 
tive in indie producing and distrib- 
uting are Chesterfield, Ambassador, 
Atlantic Pictures, Commodore Pic- 
tures, Olympic and a flock of state 
righters. 





Coast First Runs on 
Space Buying Splurge 


Los Angeles, March 23. 
Taking the Holy Week bugaboo by 
the forelock, local first-run houses 
went on a newspaper space buying 
rampage last week, piling up heaviest 
advertising campaigns in months. 
Luxers bought total of 178 inches in 
local dailies for last Wednesday (17), | 
normal opening day in this burg. 
On top of this, directory ads for 
subsequent run houses totaled an- 
other 66 inches, for grand total on 
the day of 244. 








to Their | 
Programs—Indies See an | 





gram for 1937-38, double bills will | 











Variety Alumni 


Kansas City, March 23. 

Three ex-VarIETY Muggs have 
a finger in goings-on around 
the Mainstreet theatre this 
week. First, Billy Elson super- 
vises operation of the house; 
second, Johnny O'Connor man- 
ages the stage attraction (War- 
ing’s Pennsylvanians); finally, 
Bob Sisk produced the current 
flicker, ‘Don’t Tell the Wife’ 
(RKO). 

All once on Variety staff. 


STUDIO UNION 
HEADS EAST 
FOR MEET 


Hollywood, March 23. 

Group of studio union labor dele- 
gates pulls out next week for New 
York to attend conference with pro- 
ducers. starting April 5. Unionists 
will demand a revision of present 
studio basic agreement, to provide 
substantial wage increases for all 
crafts while continuing on present 
six-hour day for six-day week. 

Also coming up will be a demand 
for the inclusion of the Screen 
Actors’ Guild into the basic agree- 
ment. Guild has been lining up 
strong support from the American 
Federation of Labor, and possibility 
is that the issue will go through. 

Hollywood delegates set to attend 
the N. Y. powwow include: 

George Bioff, International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees; Kenneth Thomson, repre- 
senting Screen Actors Guild; Al 
Speede, International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers; Cliff Mace, 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters 
and Joiners of America; L. C. Helm, 
Studio Utility Workers’ union; 
Joseph Tuohy, Transportation and 
Teamsters union; R. W. Kohl, Wil- 
liam Cullen and William Ball, repre- 
senting Studio Painters and Scenic 
Artists union, 

Pat Casey, head of the producers’ 
labor relations board, is now en 
route east for the sessions, with 
Victor H. Clarke, studio labor con- 
tact man for the producers, pulling 
out later this week. 


SEE EARLY COURT OK 
FOR RKO-KAO-STADIUM 


N. Y. Federal Judge William 
Bondy is expected to approve this 
week the new agreement reached in 
February between RKO, Keith-Al- 
bee-Orpheum and Stadium Theatres 
Corp., in relation to the affairs of 
the defunct Orpheum Circuit. On 
Friday (19) Irving Trust Co., trustee 
for RKO, moved for the approval 
which would mean the revocation 
of the April, 1933, agreement under 
which KAO transferred to Stadium 
Orpheum assets and agreed to make 
up any deficit to Stadium. The lat- 
ter corporation in turn was to pay 
over to KAO all money in excess as 
of Jan. 1, 1938. The new agreement 
cancels the proposed appraisal of 
Orpheum assets in January. Counsel 
for Irving Trust told the court the 
sole reason for seeking approval of 
the new agreement was to facilitate 
the RKO reorganization. The mo- 
tion was unopposed. 

The new agreement also stipulates 























| that KAO is to withdraw its $3,001,- 
| 000 claim against Orpheum. The Sta- 


dium claim for the same amount. 
however, remains, though subordi- 
nated 


Chi Indies Again Allying to 
Combat Double-Billing; Talk 


Exchange Boycott to Force Issue 


Chicago, March 23. 

Though double features have be- 
come a steady fixture here, the 
neighborhood and independent ex- 
hibitors have not yet given up hope 
of killing them off. For the results 
have been just what the nabe ex- 
hibitors feared—the big-seaters with 
one or two changes a week gobble 
up the bulk of the trade, while the 
small houses running under 1,000 
seats get it in the neck. 

Led by the Allied, the independent 
exhibitors’ nabe spots are girding 
for a battle to have double bills 
outlawed on the new selling season, 
Having lost the twin-bill campaign 
to Balaban & Katz this year, the in- 
dies are planning to put up a ter- 
rific campaign to reverse the deci- 
sion in 1937-38. 

There is growing talk of a spe- 
cial boycott against those two ex- 
changes which have been known as 
particularly active in working with 
B. & K. in putting over double fea- 
tures last season, unless those two 
distributors agree not to sell on a 
twin-bill basis this coming year. 
While the exchanges now state that 
they cannot legally ban double fea- 
tures or in any way dictate how 
theit pictures are to be exhibited, 
the indic houses can't see it that 
way, esnecially since the exchanges 
in the days of single bills did not 
hesitate tc insert clauses in their 
contracts forbidding the doubling of 
their features with another picture. 
Exhibs state that if the distributors 


(Continued on page 77) 


FOX, BKLYNS 
REORG PLAN 


Proposed plan of reorganization of 
the Fox theatre and building, Flat- 
bush avenue and Nevins street, 
Brooklyn, was submitted to Federal 
Judge William Bondy Thursday (18) 
by the Pounds committee. Hearing 
on the plan was set for April 6 when 
opponents must show cause why it 
should not be approved. All claims 
must be filed by April 20. 

The plan states that 80% of all 
bonds are in possession of the com- 
mittee and that unpaid taxes amount 
to $818,878. The property is as- 
sessed at $5,965,000. 

Features of the plan is the pro- 
posed request of a loan from the 
RFC for $725,000 and the issuance 
of first mortgage bonds to that 
amount at 5% interest; second bonds 
at 6%; 3% income interest bonds 
equalling $2,825,000 and a common 
stock issue of 56,000 shares, 

Si Fabian, who has been running 
the theatre, it was announced, has 
agreed to purchase the second mort- 
gage bonds. The committee recom- 
mends the granting of a new lease 
of the theatre to Fabian for 20 years 
at rental of 15% of the gross receipts 
up to $1,000,000, the amount in- 
creasing accordingly. 

Fabian, in turn, guarartees cash 
payment for the first three income 
periods to meet any payments re- 
quired and to place a $25,000 bond. 

The new setup will call for three 
stock-voting trustees, two named by 
Fabian and the third by the court, 
who will have control of the new 
organization for five years, 


Balto Very Co-op. 


Baltimore, March 23. 
Co-operation seems to be the bye 
word here. Local de luxe exhibs 
have agreed to spot a card near exits 
listing all first-run showings in loop. 
Figure once the ticket sold, and 
b.o. house’s purpose ac mplished, 
the listing of the competish is no 

















harm. 
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‘Swing High Just What They Want 


In L. A., So Sock 


14G Ist Wk.; ‘Maytime’ 276 on 1.0. 


PICT@RE GROSSES 





$22,000: ‘Horizon’ 











Los Angeles, March 23. 

Give ’em pictures and the custom- 
ers will do the rest was never more 
attested than during current stanza. 
Paramount, with the new Lombard- | 
MacMurray filmusical, ‘Swing High, 
Swing Low,’ is piling up another 
smash gross. It will h.o. Loew’s State 
and Grauman’s Chinese, with hold- 
over of ‘Maytime,’ are again in the 
neat profit column, 





Columbia’s ‘Lost Horizon’ is piling | 
up shekels at the Four Star and | 
Meiro’s ‘Good Earth’ shows surpris- 
ing strength at Carthay Circle, 
where it is now in its eighth week, 

Rest of the town is in the dol- 
drums, with little in sight to warrant 
any degree of optimism. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 55- 
83-1,10-1.65)—‘The Good Earth’ (MG) 


(8ih week). Displaying exceptional 
strength. Last week (7th) finished 
w 1 $10,900. 

€uinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- 
55) — ‘Maytime’ (MG) (2nd week). 


Holdover heading house for another 
very profitable week at nifty $12,300. 
Last week ‘lst) held to $15,300 by 
torrential rain last Monday (15), 
which pretty nearly wrecked town, 
but very excellent. 

Towntewn (WB) (1,800, 30-40-55- 


% 
¥ y 
(2,000: 30-40)—‘When’s Your. Birth- 


day’ (RKQ) and ‘Woman of Glam- 
our’ (Col). 


Hitting okay $6,000 pace. 
Last week ‘Avenue’ (20th) and 
‘Great O’Malley’ (WB), second | 
| week, good $4,900. First week big | 


| stuff at $8,200. 

(3,000; 30-40)—‘You’re in Love’ (Col) 
and 
got big returns, 


40)—‘As You Like It’ 














65) — ‘Great O’Malley’ (WB) and 
*‘Hcr Husband’s Secretary’ (FN), 
dual. Outlook not any too cheerful 


at $6,500 pace. Last week, second 
stanza of ‘Green Light’ (WB) solo, 
$7900, okay. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 55-83-1.10- 
1.65) — ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (2nd 
week). Turnaway biz nightly and 
fair matinee trade. Initial stanza, in- 
cluding $4,065 preview at $5 top, 
brought smash $14,000, something 
to shoot at. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65) — ‘Great O'Malley’ (WB) and 
‘Hor Husband’s Secretary’ (FN), 
dual. Brace of weak sisters has cur- 
rent week heading for slim $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Green Light’ (WB) (2d 
week) satisfactory $6,500. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55)— 
*When Love Is Young’ (U) and ‘Park 
Avenue Logger’ (RKO), dual. Just 
a fair program so best in sight is 
around $6,308. Last week, ‘Man Who 
Found Himself’ (RKQ) and ‘Girl 
O-rerboard’ (U), $4,500, poor. 

Porameunt (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)—‘Swing High, Swing Low’ 
(P>,") and stage show. Carole Lom- 
bard-Fred MacMurray combo a sure- 
fire smash for sweet $22,000, topping 
the town. Last week, ‘You're in 
Love’ (Col) and ‘Crime Nobody Saw’ 
(Par), good second week at $10,600. 

RKO (2,950; 30-40-55)—'When 
Love is Young’ (U) and ‘Park Ave- 
nue Logger’ (RKO) dual. Just a 
couple of pictures as far as trade is 
coxrcerned; $6,300, fair. Last week, 
‘Men Who Found Himself’ (RKO) 
ar ‘ee Overboard’ (U), weak 


$F (00. 

“‘ate (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40-55- 
75) ‘Maytime’ (MG) (2nd_ week). 
More than holding ts own on hold- 
over and should wind up with highly 
profitable $14,800. Last week (ist) 
finished at $19,900, little below ex- 
pectations but this due to rain of 
choudburst proportions Monday night 
wich hurt biz everywhere. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100: 
3C-40-55)—‘Family Affair’ (MG) and 
“Time Out for Romance’ (20th), dual. 
Proity brutal trade at this first show- 
int, due to ‘Maytime’ holdover at 
State-Chinese, and will be lucky to 
hit $1,500. Last week, ‘Nancy Steele’ 
(20th) and ‘Head Over Heels in 
Love’ (GB), fair $3,200. 

Wilshire (Fox) (2,296; 30-40-55-65) 
—‘Family Affair’ (MG) and ‘Time 
Out for Romance’ (20th), dual. Take 
on par with revenue when. this 
house was still a nabe first run, as 
$3.300 attests. Last week, ‘Nancy 
Steele’ (20th) and ‘Head Over Heels 
in Love’ (GB), fared oke at $5,200. 


GPCE MOORE, $8,000. 
PROFITABLE IN PORT. 


Portland, Ore., March 23. 

‘When You're in Love’ at the Par- 
amount is a natural winner in this 
bury. All other houses hitting around 
average, some below. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000: 30-40) 
—Family Affair’ (MG) and ‘Under 
Cover of Night’ (MG). Average 
combo getting good $5,500. Last week 
*Tvansatiantic Merry - Go - Round’ 
(UA) and ‘Call of Wild’ (UA), re- 
v. als, got fair $4,400. 

“layfair ‘Parker-Evergreen) 
40>: 30-40 )—‘Devil’s 
(RiZO) and ‘Mind Own Business’ 
(Par). Fair $3,000. Last week ‘One 
jn Million’ (20th) and ‘Down to Sea’ 

‘(Rep), last 10 days of six-week run, 
ot okay $3,500. First five weeks 
taled big $30,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 








(1,- 
Playground’ 


| hand it was just for practice. 


Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
‘Doctor’s Diary’ (Par). Looks | 
like winner with good $8,000. Last | 
week San Carlo Opera at $1.50 top | 


United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- | 
(20th). An- 
other test for Shakespeare, getting 
poor $4,000. Last week ‘Penrod and | 
Sam’ (FN), $3,700, poor. 


| 


BUFF. BIZ N. G.: 
‘LOVE NEWS’ | 
$0-S0 116 








Ist Runs on Broadway 
(Subject te Change) 





Week of March 26 


Astor—Good Earth’ (MG) 
(8th wk), 

Capitol—‘Maytime’ (MG) (2d 
wk). 

Criterion — ‘Silent Barrier’ 
(GB) (25). 

Glebe—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) 
(4th wk). 


Music Hall—‘Seventh Heaven’ 
(20th) (25). 
Paramount — ‘Waikiki Wed- 
ding (Par) (24). 
Rialto—‘Sea 
(2d wk). 

Rivoli—‘History Is Made at 
Night’ (UA) (27). 

Roxy—‘Top of the Town’ (U). 

Strand—‘King and Chorus 
Girl’ (WB) (27). 

Week of April 2 

Astor—Good Earth’ 
(9th wk). 

Criterion — ‘Silent 
(GB) (2d wk). 

Globe—‘Lost Horizon’ 
(5th wk). 

Music Hall—‘Seventh Heaven’ 
(20th) (2d wk). 


Devils’ (RKO) 


(MG) 
Barrier’ 


(Col) 


Paramount — ‘Waikiki Wed- 
ding’ (Par) (2d wk). 

Rialto—‘Elephant Boy’ (UA) 
(29). 

Rivoli—‘History Is Made at 


Night’ (UA) (20th). 
Roxy—'Top of the Town’ (U) 
(2d wk). 
Strand—‘King and Chorus 





Buffalo, March 23. 
Current grosses are under aver- | 


} 





age levels. All houses will be 
closed Good Friday (26) until late | 
afternoon. 


Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55)— 
‘Love is News’ (20th). Picture re- 
ceived nice notices, partly because 
of co-authorship of Jack Yellen and 
local figures in story. Holy Week 
holding it down to so-so $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Swing High’ (Par), 
climbed into the upper register and 
came in with good $16,400. 


Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Crack-up’ (2Cth) and ‘Clarence’ 
(Par). Not so forte at $7,000. Last 


week, ‘Great O’Malley’ (WB) and 
‘Accused’ (UA), moved up for nice 
$8,700. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 30-50) 
~—‘Men Not Gods’ (UA) and ‘Trans- 
atlantic Merry-Go-Round’ (UA). 
This bill set for so-so $6,500. Last 
week, ‘When’s Your Birthday’ (Ra- 
dio), poor $5,700. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)—‘Fair 
Warning’ (20th) and ‘Ready, Willing’ 
(WB). So-so card may do $6,000, 
fair. Last week, ‘Plough and Stars’ 
(RKO) and ‘Along Came Love’ 
(Par), came in with $6,800, nice. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Thunder’ (GB) and ‘Come Closer 
Folks’ (Col). Looks n.g. at $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Join Marines’ (Rep) and 
‘Two Wise Maids’ (Rep), got only 
fair $6,500. 


H.0.’S B.0. IN B’KLYN 


Grace Moore, Dualled, Nice $12,000 
in 2d Week 











Brooklyn, March 23. 
It’s holdover week in the down- 
town area, with two Fabian houses, 
Fox and Strand, keeping their pic- 


tures for second stanza. Particularly 
outstanding is Strand showing of 
‘Midsummer Night’s Dream’ and 


‘Penrod and Sam.’ Paramount comes 











Girl! (WB) (2d wk). 








in tomorrow (Wednesday ) with ‘Maid 
of Salem.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (2,500; 25-35-55 )—‘Love 
News’ (20th) and ‘Fair Warning’ 
(20th). Will get okay $14,000. Last 


week, ‘Woman Alone’ (GB) and 
‘Time Out for Romance’ (20th), $13,- 
000, satisfactory. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-55)—‘You'’re in 
Love’ (Col) and ‘Outcast’ (Par) (2d 


week). Nice $12,000. Last week, 
$17,000, good. 
Metropolitan (2,400; 25-35-55)— 


‘Men Are Not Gods’ (UA) and ‘Man 
Who Could Work Miracles’ (UA). 
Dual will do fair $13,500. Last week, 
‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG) and ‘Man of 
People’ (MG), $15,000, fair. 

Paramount (4,000; 25-35-55 )—“Maid 
of Salem’ (Par) and ‘Her Husband’s 
Secretary’ (WB)° arrive tomorrow 
(Wednesday). Last week, ‘O’Malley’ 
(WB) and ‘Head Over Heels’ (WB) 
(2d week), $13,000, okay. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-50)—‘Midsum- 
mer Night’s Dream’ (WB) and ‘Pen- 
rod and Sam’ (WB) (2d week). Will 
give house pleasant $8,000. Last 
week magnificent $15,000. 


Lent’s Last Week Puts 
Damper on Omaha Biz 


Omaha, March 23. 

Houses are riding easy with light- 
weight bills for last full week before 
swan song of Lent. Managers re- 
port little if any effect of the sea- 
son on grosses thus far, but this 
week will tell a bit. 

Weather man took a slap at exhibs 
with a typica! March blizzard all day 
Saturday. ; 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 25- 
35-40)—‘Penrod and Sam’ (FN) and 
‘Criminal Lawyer’ (RKO) plus 
March of Time. Little attempt to 
provide any special attraction here 











Poor Pix, Holy Week Hit Wash. Biz; 
Espionage, Wini Shaw Fair $19,000 





Washington, March 23. 
Everybody blaming Holy Week for 
the doldrums, but there’s also a lack 
of b. o. product. Boys did exert 
some bally, but they knew before- 


‘Espionage,’ helped by a vaude bill, 
is getting a bare profit and surpris- 
ing even the management. Although 
far from gross leader, satisfactory 
biz is being reaped at Met with re- 
peat of ‘When You’re in Love.’ Rialto 
plaved its ace in the hole, silent ‘King 
of Kings,’ as Holy Week draw, but 
pulled it after four days, shooting 
it into its smaller revival house down 
street, where, with smaller nut, it 
looks like winner. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,424; 25-35-60 )— 
‘Espionage’ (MG) and vaude. Wini 
Shaw and two local names helping 
to $19,000, fair. Last week, ‘Nancy 
Steele’ (20th) and vaude, light 
$18,500. 


Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— 
‘Holy Terror’ (20th). Temporary re- 











turn to first-runs getting oke $4,000. 


Last week, ‘Lloyds’ (20th) (2d run), 
good $5,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,244: 25-35-40-60-70) 
—‘Head Over Heels’ (GB) and vaude. 
No-name vaude leaving it all up to 
pic, which won’t better light $13,000. 
Last week, ‘Women of Glamour’ 
(Col) and vaude, light $13,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-60)— 
‘Fire Over England’ (UA). Will be 
content with oke $8,000. Last week, 
‘Soldier and Lady’ (RKO), passable 
$7,500. 

(WB) 


Met (1,853; 25-40)—‘You’re 


in Love’ (Col) (2d run). Heading 
for big $8,000. Last week, ‘Green 
Light’ (WB) (2d run), in third 


downtown week took fair $4,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363: 25-35-60)— 
‘Avenue’ (20th) (2d week). Will see 
oke $9,000. Last week same pic 
pulled satisfactory $15,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,100; 25-30-40-55) 
—Front Page’ (Peerless) (revival). 
Looking toward oke $2.500. Last 
week, ‘King of Kings’ (Preferred) 
(revival) started building too late 
and went to smaller house after weak 
$1,300 in four days. 





Maytime’ Terrific $26,000, But Other 





and not much response at so-so 
$4,000. Last week, second for ‘Green 
Light’ (FN) and ‘Racing Lady’ 
(RKO) cut to six days, but gratify- 
ing at $4,700. 


Omaha (Blank) (2,100; 25-40)— 
‘Swing High’ (Par) and ‘Outcast’ 
(Par). This pair leading the town, 


but little to brag about; $8,100, 
pretty good. Last week ‘Meade’s 
Woman’ (Par) and ‘Smart Blonde’ 
(WB), dual, with Gene LaVern, 


dancing instructor, on the stage, n.g. 
$7,000. 

Orpheum (Blank) (2,976; 25-40)— 
‘Nancy Steele’ (20th) and ‘Off to 
Races’ (20th), dual, with ‘Every Sun- 
day’ (MG) thrown in for good meas- 
ure and getting plenty of plugging. 
May reach $6,800, so-so. Last week 
‘Ready, Willing’ (WB) and ‘Crack- 
Up’ (20th) slipped some to wind up 
with $7,700, fair. 


BALTO B. 0.'S ON 
HOLY WEEK 
ROCKS 


Baltimore. March 23. 


It’s Holy Week with a vengeance 
down here. Only noticeable biz is 
being garnered by Hipp with ‘When’s 
Your Birthday’ (RKO) on screen 
and ‘Folies d’Amour’ unit on stage. 
Combo clicking off $11,900, nice. 

Century is trying revival of ‘Thin 
Man,’ which means more red ink 
for this Loew house. Keith’s and 
New changed bills yesterday (Mon- 
day), indicating abbreviated sessions 
for current films prior to Easter 
Week splurge. 


Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s) (3,000; 15-25-35- 
40-55)—‘Thin Man’ (MG). Pic ap- 
parently milked out. Doing bare 
$5,100, which is continued red fer 
this house. Last week, ‘Family Af- 
fair’ (MG), n.g., $6,100. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport) 
15-29-35-40-55-66) — ‘When’s Your 
Birthday’ (RKO). Getting plenty of 
help from ‘Folies d’Amour’ unit on 
stage, ringing up town’s best biz 
with fair $11,900. Last week, ‘Sea 
Devils’ (RKO) and Little Jack Little 
unit, okay $13,300. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-30-35-40-55) — ‘Outcast’ (Par). 
Opened supper show yesterday 
(Mon.). Last week, revival of “Trans- 
atlantic Merrygoround ’(UA), wob- 
bly $4,100. 

New (Mechanic) (1,400; 15-25-30- 
35-40-55) -—- ‘Holy Terror’ (20th). 
Opened yesterday (Mon.). Last 
week, second and final session of 
‘Love Is News,’ profitable $6,600. 

Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘No Man of Her Own’ (Par), 
(revival). Surprise of the week. 
Gable and Lombard evidently draw- 
ing them in for swell $6,400. Last 
week, ‘Ready, Willing and Able’ 
(WB) dropped away to nothing at 
all, winding up with poor $3,900. 


Holy Week Rocks St. L.; 
Ready, Willing’ So-So 116 


St. Louis, March 23. 

Holy Week is clipping all forms of 
entertainment in this heavily Catho- 
lic populated burg and grosses will 
be lowest this year. ‘Nancy Steele 
Is Missing’ and ‘Smart Blonde,’ at 
Fox, figure to lead town with $13,600, 
but this is far below what leader 
generally collects. 


Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador (F&M) (3,018: 25-40- 
55) — ‘Ready, Willing’ (WB) and 
‘Once Doctor’ (WB). Absence of 
stage shows at this house will hold 
take to so-so $11,000. Last week, 








(2,300; 








‘Step Lively, Jeeves’ (20th) and 
stage show, finished with $18,000, 
below expectations. 

Fox (F&M) (5,038; 25-35-55)— 
‘Nancy Steele’ (20th) and ‘Smart 
Blonde’ (WB). Dual should collect 


fair $13,600. Last week, ‘Swing High’ 
(Par) and ‘Don’t Tell Wife’ (RKO), 
fine $16,000. Got h.o. at Missouri. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,162; 25-35-55 )— 
‘Fire Over England’ (UA) and ‘Sin- 
ner Take Ail’ (MG). Not over poor 
$8,000 expected for these. Last week, 
‘Family Affair’ (MG) and ‘Miracles’ 
(UA), dropped to $8,000, poor. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,514; 25-35-55) 
—Swing Hirth’ (Par) and ‘Don't 
Tell Wife’ (RitO). Should get good 
$13,000 after nice run down street at 
Fox. Last week, ‘Outcast’ (Par) and 
‘She’s Dangerous’ (U), pulled up 
with $9,000, fair. 

St. Leuis (F&M) (4,000: 25-40)— 
‘Avenue’ (20th) and stage show. 
Combo should garner $8,300. nice. 
Last week, ‘Plainsman’ (Par) (2nd 
run) and stage show, collected 





$7,700, fair. 


Philly Pix Have Holy Week Jitters 


Philadelphia, March 23. 

There is one downtown film that 
isn’t going to feel any bad effects 
of the tracitional Holy Week slump: 
that’s ‘Maytime.’ Eddy-MacDonald 
operetta opened Saturday and got 
over $9,000 in its first two days de- 
spite terrific rains on Saturday night. 
Looks bound for $26,000 or better in 
first week, which will include Good 





Friday. Pic is set for three weeks 
| and probably more. 

Otherwise, picture house trade 
looks set for a_ severe denting, 


Neither Fox nor Earle, two houses 
with stage shows, have strong com- 
binations. Two roadshow pix are 
feeling effects, too, with ‘Lost Hori- 
zon’ at the Chestnut suffering most. 
‘Good Earth,’ now in its fifth week, 
is holding up better at the Locust; 
its matinees are main difficulty. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (1,200; 40-55-65 )—‘Fire Over 
England’ (UA) (2d week). Not do- 
ing anything exceptional in second 
week, but okay $6,500 considering. 
Last week, $11,000, with weather 
knocking off about a grand. 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50)—‘Danger- 
ous Number’ (MG) (2d run). Not 
shaping up for much. Mebbe $1,800, 
poor, if it gets a full week. Last 
week, ‘Man of Affairs’ (GB) got only 
five days and $1,700, so-so. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55)—‘Maytime’ 
(MG). Town’s big smash, adverse 
conditions notwithstanding. Over 
$9,000 Saturday and Sunday and 
|} speeding to terrific $26,000 or more. 
' Last week, ‘Romeo and Juliet’ (MG), 
first regular showing here, disap- 
pointed at $11,000. 

Chestnut (1,350; 55-86-$1.14-$1.71) 
—Lost Horizon’ (Col) (3d week). 
Roadshower having troubles, but 
rides through for five weeks. - Last 
week was $13,500. 

Earle (2,000; 25-40-55)—‘Doctor’s 
Diary’ (Par) and vaude. Combo not 
strong and poor $10,000 indicated. 
Last week. ‘Fair Warning’ (20th) and 
vaude, so-so $13,000. 

Fox (3.000; 40-55-65)—‘Familv Af- 
fair’ (MG) and stage show, Xavier 
Cugat band headlined. Not so hot 
$11,500 figured. Last week, ‘Nancy 
| Steele’ (20th) and stage show, $15.- 
000. better than expected. : 
| (1,000; 25-35-40 )—‘You’re 
Fair $2.500 
Willing’ 


Karlton 
in Love’ (Col) (2d run). 
seen. Last week, ‘Ready, 
(WB), $2,700, fair. 

Locust (1,300: 55-86-$1.14-$1,71 )— 
‘Good Earth’ (MG) (5th week). Cur- 
rent week is okay, mats only weak- 
ness. Last week, $13,500. 

Stanley (3.700; 40-55) —‘Swing 
High’ (Par) (2d week). Slipping but 
will get nice $12,000. First week's 
$16.000 was hot. : 

Stanton (1,700: 30-40-50)—‘Outcast 


(Par). Fair $5,000 figured. Last 
week, ‘Midnight Court’ (WB), $6,- 
000, okay. 





‘LOVE NEWS,’ $10,500, 
CHEERFUL IN DENVER 


Denver, March 23. 
All theatres experienced tough 
competition opening of current week 
from basketball games of the A.A.U. 
tournament held at the municipal 
auditorium. ° 
‘Love Is News’ is topping first runs. 
‘Green Light’ and ‘When You're in 
Love’ continue strong in h.o. weeks. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-40) 
—Green Light’ (FN). Following a 
week at the Denver, doing okay $3.- 
300 here. Last week, ‘You're in 
Love’ (Col), got good $3,000 and 
went to Broadway for third week. 
Broadway (Huffman) (1,500; 25- 
40)—‘You’re in Love’ (Col). Fol- 
lowing a week at each the Denver 
and Aladdin, getting big $3,500 here. 
Last week, ‘Avenue’ (20th) (3d 
week), steady all week to do $3,000. 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,500; 25-35- 
40)—‘Her Husband Lies’ (Par) and 
| stage show. Not so good at $5,500. 
| Last week ‘Swing High’ (Par) got 
big $8,000 and would have been held 
over but for stage show booked cur- 





rently. It is being brought back 
next week. 

Denver (Hufiman) (2,500; 25-35- 
56)—‘Love News’ (20th) and stage 
band. Doing swell $10,500. Last 
week ‘Green Light’ (FN) got nice 
$10,000. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Family Affair’ (MG) and ‘Espion- 
age’ (MG). Weak at $4,500. Last 
week ‘Your Birthday’ (RKO) and 
‘Criminal Lawyer’ (RKO) pulled in 
big $8,000. 

Paramount (Huffman) (2.000; 25- 
40)—‘Wings of Morning’ (20th), and 
‘Fair Warning’ (20th). Doing okay 
$3,500. Last week ‘Great O'Malley 
(WB) and ‘Off to Races’ (20th). 
$3,000, nice, 
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Chi's Holy Wk Blues; ‘Swing Hi 
So-So $30,000; ‘Court’ Plus Vande 
N.G. $16,000: Steele Poor $11,000 





Chicago, March 23. 


It’s Holy Week, and that about 
tells the story of the current set of 
grosses in the loop. Total take will 
be considerably under the previous 
session, with none of the theatres 
stacking much on their stage and 
screen, even for an attempt to buck 
the aunual decline. 

bout the best showing of the 
Pe will be made at the Chicago, 
where ‘Swing High, Swing Low’ will 
top the previous week’s figures by a 
couple of grand, maybe. It still adds 
up to a total that will be only $30,- 
000, but that’s pretty good consider- 
ing the general slowed-up tempo of 
the theatres. 

Elsewhere it’s strictly stop-gap 
stuff, with the theatres preparing for 
the big spree starting Saturday (27). 
United Artists comes in with .‘May- 
time’ (MG) and the Roosevelt with 
‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) on that day. 
Two roadshow pictures in town did 


well last week, particularly ‘Lost 
Horizon’ on its first session. Got 
away to excellent exploitation, ar- 


ranged by Joe Plunkett. ‘Good 
Earth’ is holding nicely and figures 
to make it around a six-week stay. 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 55-83-$1.10- 


$1.65)—Good Earth’ (MG) (5th 
week). Hit around $10,000 last 
week, okay. Selling the cheaper 


seats easily, but having a bit of diffi- 
culty with higher-priced ducats. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Swing High’ (Par) and stage show. 
About best currently, but with only 
$30,000, hardly much more than the 
overhead. Last week ‘You're in 
Love’ (Col) wobbled at $27,400. 

Erlanger (1,400; 55-83-$1.10-$1.65) 
—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (2d week). 
Got away to fine initial gallop on 
take of around $11,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Cheyney’ (MG). Moved in here 
Saturday (20) after two weeks at 
Roosevelt. Maybe so-so $6,500 cur- 
rently. ‘Last week ‘Ready, Willing’ 
(WB) managed $6,800, so-so. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-45-55 )— 
‘Night Court’ (WB) and_ vaude. 
Slipped with rest of the town, and 
will have to be satisfied with n.g. 
$16,000. Last week ‘Meade’s Woman’ 
(Par) and strip dancers rose to 
smackeroo $23,500. 


Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 


~—‘Have Our Moments’ (U) and NTG 
unit on stage. Up to unit currently 
for whatever box office there is to 
be found around the house. Spot has 
had a brutal Lent season due to lack 
of attractions. Looks for $16,000 cur- 
rently, poor. Last week ‘Your Birth- 
day’ (RKO) n.g. $15,800. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1.500: 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Nancy Steele’ (20th). In on 
Saturday (20), but figured only for 
one session, with ‘Waikiki Wedding’ 
(Par) due Saturday (27). Heading 
for approximate $11.000 currently, 
poor. Last week ‘Cheyney’ (MG) 
— fortnight with $10,900, weak- 
ish. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
40)—‘Miracles’ (GB) and vaude. Off 
with the rest of the town this week 
to poor $11.000. Last week ‘Cover 
of Night’ (MG) handled fair $13.000. 

United Artists (B&K-MG) (1.700: 
35-45-65-75) — ‘Romeo and Julie’ 
(MG). Second and final week c: 
pop run and out Saturday for ‘May- 
time’ (MG). Off sadly to $8,000 cur- 


rently. Last week not good at 
$13,500. 


Seattle Vaude Time Cut; 
‘Love News’ Good $8,500 


Seattle, March 23. 

Finale this week for Orpheum 
vaude. Leaves vaude field clear for 
John Danz’s Palomar. 
. Town's show complexion is chang- 
ing a bit with vaude out at Orpheum 
and Music Hall closing recently 
after futile try for ’steenth time. 

Own's bookings this week so-so, 
with showmen awaiting passing of 
Lent. which, however, has been only 
a mild b.o. damper. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 27-37-42)—‘Swing High’ (Par) 
= Mighty Treve’ (U), dual, moved 
poy Fifth Ave. Expect big $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Sea Devils’ (RKO) and 
“Splonage’ (MGM), @ual. Dandy 
$3,200, second week, after moveover 
from Paramount, 

‘ Coliseum (Ha mrick-Evergreen) 
‘ 1,900; 21-32)—‘Plainsman’ (Par) and 
Dixie’ (20th), dual. Anticipate big 








$4,500. Last week ‘Stowaway’ (20th) 
Shes han at Opera’ (20th), dual, 


after six days, $2,400, bad. 
Colonial (Sterling) (850; 11-16-21) 
—'Bold Caballero’ (Rep) and ‘Stran- 


fers on Honeymoon’ (GB), dual, hold- 


$2 full week. Looks like good 

wo, Last week, ‘California Mail’ 

(h 2) and ‘Symphony of Living’ 

'V), dual, split with ‘Federal 
» 





— 


Agent’ (Rep) and ‘River of Unrest’ 
(GB). dual, $2,500, good. 


Fifth Ave, (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,400; 27-37-42 )—‘Love News’ (20th) 
and ‘Man of People’ (MG), dual. In- 
dicated good $8,500. Last week, 
‘Swing High’ (Par) and ‘Mighty 
Treve’ (U), dual, $8,300, good. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 27-37-42 )— 
‘Devil’s Playground’ (Col) and ‘Wo- 
men of Glamour’ (Col), dual. Look- 
ing for only fair $3,600. Last week, 
‘Men Not Gods’ (UA) and ‘Parole 
Racket’ (Col), dual, $4,300, okay. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 27-37-42)—Dr. Bull’ (20th). 
Re-issue billed as Will Rogers’ best, 
buf best will be poor $1,200, a record 
low. Last week, ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ 
(MG) and ‘Racing Lady’ (RKO), 
dual, $3,600, good. 


Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,700; 27-37)—‘Park Ave. Logger’ 
(RKO) and ‘She’s Dangerous’ (U), 
dual, with vaude. Combo heading 
for average $6,400. Last week, 
‘Ready, Willing’ (WB) and ‘Woman 


Alone’ (GB), dual, and _ vaude, 
$6,300, n.g. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,450; 16-27- 
37)—‘About to Die’ (RKO) (called 


‘Condemned Row’ locally) and 
vaude. Okay at $4,000. Last week 
(27-42), ‘Larceny on Air’ (Rep) and 
Marcus show on stage, six days, sen- 
sational at $8,300. House record. 


Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,106; 27-37-42) ‘Nancy Steele’ 
(20th) and ‘Don’t Tell Wife’ (RKO), 
dual. Good $5,000. Last week, 
‘Meade’s Woman’ (Par) and ‘Head 
Over Heels’ (GB), dual, $3,400, poor. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (850; 21-32)— 
‘Great Guy’ (GN) and ‘Rainbow on 
River’ (RKO), dual. Headed for big 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Girl From Paris’ 
(RKO) and ‘One Way Passage’ 
(WB), dual, mild $2,600. 


PROV. BIZ FAIR; 
KEELER, VAUDE 
NICE $6,800 


Providence, March 23. 


Another spotty week, but on the 
whole the situation is satisfactory to 
everyone considering Holy Week 
bugaboo. Leader looks like the Ma- 
jestic, where ‘Stolen Holiday’ and 
‘Midnight Court’ are expected to 
bring in fair $7,500. 

Estimates for This Week 








Fay’s (2,000; 15-25-40)—‘Ready, 
Willing’ (WB) and_ stage show. 
Despite Holy Week house is an- 


ticipating at least $6,800, fair. Last 
week ‘Her Husband’s. Secretary’ 
(FN) and vaude, $6,800, 

Loew’s State (3,200; 15-25-40)— 


‘Fire Over England’ (UA) and ‘Lady 
from Nowhere’ (Col). Great no- 
tices, but not the type of b.o. fodder 
for this town; lucky to hit $7,000, so- 
so. Last week ‘Family Affair’ (MG) 
and ‘Parole Racket’ (Col), garnered 
$8,000, nice. ~- 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Stolen Holiday’ (FN) and ‘Midnight 
Court’ (WB). Good enough to give 
house lead; nice $7,500 is in prospect 
if there’s no skids. Last week, ‘Love 
Is News’ (20th) and ‘Time Out for 
Romance’ (20th) got good $8,400. 

Albee (RKO) (2,300; 15-25-40)— 
‘Everything Is Thunder’ (UA) and 
‘Girl Overboard’ (U). No more than 
$5,000, so-so. Last week, ‘When’s 
Your Birthday’ (RKO) and ‘She’s 
Dangerous’ (U), fair $6,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Her Husband Lies’ (Par) and ‘Head 
Over Heels’ (GB). Nothing hot, fair 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Man of Affairs’ 
(GB) and ‘Dodge City Trail’ (Par); 
so-so $5,300. 


Indpls. Printers’ Strike 
Sloughs Theatre Biz 


Indianapolis, March 23. 


| With none of the three newspapers 
| publishing on the opening day of the 
| downtown houses this week on ac- 
count of a printers’ strike, the first 
bee spots were generally shaky ex- 
cept for the vaudefilm Lyric, which 
| had good radio coverage via a radio 
| stage attraction. Jimmy Scribner, 
| whose ‘Johnson Family’ is a regular 
feature of WLW and the Mutual net- 
work, is making his first personal ap- 
pearance here and is proving to be a 
socko draw locally. 
| Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 

















40)—‘Holy Terror’ (20th). Fairly 
good pace promises nice $4,100 -in 
eight days. Opened one day early 
to replace ‘Wings of Morning’ (20th), 
which garnered poor $2,000 in six 
days last week. 

Circle (Monarch) (2,800; 25-40)— 
‘Swing High’ (Par) (2d week). Hold- 


over session okay at $4,500. Same | 


pic last week got $9,300, excellent. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,600; 25-40)— 
‘Fire Over Egland’ (UA) and ‘Let’s 
Get Married’ (Col). Former pic- 
ture played up in ads; $5,100. mod- 
erate. Last week dual of ‘Family 
Affair’? (MG) and ‘Parole Racket’ 
(Col), weak $3,200. 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40)— 
‘Nancy Steele’ (20th) and vaude. Due 
to personal appearance of Jimmy 
Scribner, WLW radio star, take will 


be in vicinity of big $11,000. Last 
week ‘Her Husband's’ Secretary’ 
(WB) and Olsen & Johnson stage 


unit was within a few dollars of 
house record at $13,500. 


CENSOR BOARD 


IN N. Y. NETTED 
$204,202 IN 36 


Albany, N. Y., March 23. 

New York State’s motion picture 
censorship board, officially known 
as the Motion Picture Division of 
the State Department of Education, 
turned in a net profit of $204,202 in 
the fiscal year ended June 30, 1936, 
the division’s annual report just sub- 
mitted to the legislature discloses, 
Receipts for the year were $269,931, 
as compared with $238,613 the pre- 
ceding year. Expenditures were $65,- 
728, compared with $61,197 the year 
before. The state’s net in 1935 was 
$177,415. 

An outstanding part of the report 
deals with the increase in the num- 
ber of foreign-made pictures sub- 
mitted to the division. These of- 
ferings were more than 50% greater 
than the year before. They came 
from Germany, Italy, Spain, Eng- 
land, France, Sweden, Hungary, Po- 
land, Russia, China, Czechoslovakia, 
Greece, Austria, Mexico, Norway, 
The Netherlands and Palestine. 

During the year the division passed 
judgment on 1,902 pictures, 878 of 
which were features and 1,024 shorts; 
19 were rejected, and eliminations 
from 180 were ordered. Reasons for 
the eliminations were given as in- 
decent, 522; inhuman, 101; tending 
to incite crime, 496; immoral, 275; 
sacrilegious, 58. 

Irwin Esmond, director of the divi- 
sion, recommends that additional 
personnel be provided. There are 
five persons now engaged in view- 
ing films, most of which are scanned 
at the New York City office. The 
increase in the labors of the in- 
spectors is cited as showing need for 
an increase of the force. 

Producers and _ exhibitors are 
praised for their “commendable de- 
sire to comply with the provisions 
of the statute.” 


———— —— 





This being Holy Week, most of the 
Broadway theatres are taking it be- 
tween the eyes, but in spite of the 
stay-aways each year the seven days 
prior to Easter, ‘Maytime’ is manag- 
ing to swing the Capitol to one of 
the best figures it has had in recent 
years. Apparently the great majority 
of those who don't observe Lent 
are going to the Cap, pace pointing 
to a sizzling $53,000 or better. The 
rest, up to Irst night (Tues.), were 
flocking to see Benny Goodman on 


|his third (final) week at the Par 
i with ‘Maid of Salem.’ Goodman’s 
following poured a final week’s 


$34,000 into the Par after a second 
week’s $45,000. Show would go a 
fourth week if Goodman could stay, 
but he has other bookings. ‘Maytime’ 
looks an easy three weeks. 

The two largest film-stage show 
emporiums, Music Hall and Roxy, 
are both falling to their knees from 
the Holy Week punch. ‘When's Your 
Birthday’ suggests only $55,000, very 
poor, while ‘Breezing Home,’ at the 
Roxy, will chalk up only about 
$25,000. Roxy will just skin through 
at this figure, costs being held away 
down this week. 

‘Her Husband Lies,’ at the Cri- 
terion, is showing nothing and lucky 
if topping $6,000, while holdevers at 
both the Strand and Rivoli are dis- 


appointing. ‘Ready, Willing and 
Able,’ musical stopping off at the 
Strand, doesn’t look more than 


$10,000, while ‘Nancy Steele is Miss- 
ing,’ in its third week at the Riv, 
has slender chances to get any more 
than that. Strand brings in ‘King 
and Chorus Girl’ Saturday morning 
(27), while Riv same date ushers in 
‘History Is Made at Night.’ 

‘Sea Devils’ did very big on its 
first week at the Rialto ending Mon- 
day night (22), getting $13,000 and 
yesterday (Tues.) began a_ second 
stanza. The 13,000 figure is the sec- 
ond best the house has ever done, 
but no knowing whether picture will 
hold up on second week through bal- 
ance of Holy Week. Arrival of Easter 
Sunday (28) may, of course, offset 
what is lost up to then. 

‘Good Earth’ continues 
the Astor, last week (7th) having 
been $16,200, while ‘Lost Horizon, 
also on a twe-a-day, got the Globe 
$17,400 on its third week. 

‘Last of Mrs. Cheyney,’ with Dave 
Apollor heading the vaudeville, looks 
around $28,000, oke, while the Pal- 
ace, with a dual bill of ‘Great 
O'Malley’ and ‘Her Husband’s Secre- 
tary,’ will get cnly $8,500, not so 
good, 

New show opens today at the Par, 
‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) and the 
Eddy Duchin orchestra. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Good Earth’ (MG) (8th week). Hold- 
ing up satisfactorily, last week (7th) 
being $16,200. Good enough to go a 
fair distance yet. ‘Parnell’ spoken 
of to succeed. 

Capitol (4,620; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
‘Maytime’ (MG). Off to a flying 
start and maintaining fast gait for 
$53,000 week or better, immense. 
Stays second and undoubtedly a third 
with Lent ending Saturday night 


nicely at 








Cleve. Hit by Holy Week 


Unit Helps ‘Women’ to Nice $18,000; Hep- 
burn Okay $16,500 





Cleveland, March 23. 

Palace is ahead of rivals with 
combo of ‘Women of Glamour.’ and 
‘World’s Fairest on Parade’ unit; but 
not very much above pre-Easter 
level. Despite good biz up to now, 
Holy Week is taking its annual toll. 

School holiday is hyping matinees, 
but evenings are way off. Monte 
Carlo Ballet Russe is getting all the 
ballyhoo. Legit Hanna is taking a 
dark week rather than risk low 
gross. 


Estimates for This Week 


Alhambra (Martin Printz) (1,200; 
20-30-35 )—‘Woman in Distress’ (Col) 
and ‘Head Over Heels’ (GB) (2d 
run), split with ‘Longest Night’ (MG) 
and ‘Par Express’ (Rep). Only fair 
at $2,700. Last week, ‘Man of Af- 
fairs’ (GB) and ‘Breezing Home’ (U), 
poor $1,400. 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 25-40) — 
‘Devil’s Playground’ (RKO). First 
first-runner in several weeks, but 
cast is sloughing it down to $3,500, 
poor. Last week, ‘Love Is News’ 
(20th), in second stanza after week 
at Hipp, held up neatly, $5,500. 


Circle (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15- 
35)—‘Park Avenue Logger’ (RKO) 
with ‘Let's Make Million’ (Par). 


George O’Brien’s name in forme: 


‘Rembrandt’ (UA) (2d run) last 
week was below average $2,500 for 
seven days. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-40) — 
‘Quality Street’ (RKO). Recent stage 
engagement of Hepburn here in legit 
‘Jane Eyre’ was swell build-up for 
new pic; good $16,500. Last week, 
‘Sea Devils’ (RKO), ranked as mere 
filler, taking very ordinary $13,500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-70) — 
‘Women of Glamour’ (Col) plus 
‘World’s Fairest on Parade’ unit. 
Vaude comes to the rescue, saving 
a highly panned film; will do okay 





| 


ing of fan-dancer during Lent not 
a judicious stunt, getting kicks from 
religious groups and a wallop from 
Catholic bishop. Result was $19,500, 
fine in itself, but house expected 
to hit around $24,000 on her show. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 35-40-55) — 


‘Family Affair’ (MG). Nice family 
offering, although not strong enough 
to go over $15,500, average. Last 


week, ‘Swing High’ (Par) did swingy 
$18,500 due to Milt Harris’ smart 
exploitation. 

Stillman (Loew's) (1,872; 25-35) — 
‘Swing High’ (Par). Moved from 
State and sure-fire for nice $6,500 


is the draw here, with duo catching | here. Last week, ‘Outcast’ (MG), so- 


$2,200, very good for four days. 


so $4,000. 


It's Holy Week and Broadway s 
Glad of the Excuse; ‘Maytime, 
However, Needs No Alibi, 536 


$18,000. ‘We’re on the Jury’ (RKO) | 
last week hurt by Sally Rand. Book- 


(27). Last week, second for ‘Romeo’ 
(MG), under $20,000, fair. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Her 
Husband Lies’ (Par). No soap and 
lucky if mounting $6,000 on week. 
Last week, ‘Strangers on Honey- 
moon’ (GB), around $7.000. ‘Silent 


Barriers’ (GB) opens tomorrow night 
(Thurs.) on a two-a-day basis, GB 
having taken house for run. 

Globe (1,274; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (4th week), 
Business at satisfactory gait, $17,400. 
last week (3d). 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55 )—Great 
O'Malley’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Her 
Husband's Secretary’ (WB) (1st run), 
coupled. Only about $8,500 indi- 
cated, not so _ forte. Last week, 
‘Green Light’ (WB) (2d run). and 
‘Time Out for Romance’ (20th), 
dualed, $9,500, okay. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99 )-— 
‘Maid of Salem’ (Par) and Benny 
Goodman orchestra (3d-final week). 
At $34,000 final (3d) week ending 
last night (Tues.) still strong enough 
to have gone a fourth but previous 
Goodman bookings preclude. Second 
week was $45,000. very big. ‘Wai- 
kiki Wedding’ (Par) and the Eddy 
Duchin band opens today (Wed.). 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
C0-85-99-$1.65)—‘When's Your Birth- 
day’ (RKO) and stage show. Pretty 
sour, only $55,000 or bit better. Last 
week, with ‘Wings of Morning’ (20th), 
$67.009 oo. k. ‘Seventh Heaven’ 
(20th) opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)-—‘Sea Devils’ 
(RKO) (2d week). Started second 
week yesterday (Tues.) after first 
seven days’ smash take of $13.000, 
second best figure for house to date. 
Prior picture, ‘Espionage’ (MG), got 
$7.500. 

Rivoli (2,092: 25-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Nancy Steele’ (20th) (3d-final week), 
Sluffing off sharply, only around 
$10,000 on final week. Second stanza 
was around $15,000. 


Roxy (5,836: 25-45-55-75 )—‘Breez- 
ing Home’ (U) and stage show. 
Hasn't got what it takes for Holy 


Week, only about $25,000. House just 
gets out at this figure with its costs 
held away down. Last week, sec- 
ond for ‘Love Is News’ (20th), $34,- 


500, good. 

Strand (2,767; 25-55-75)—‘Ready, 
Willing and Able’ (WB) (2d-final 
week). Looks no more than $10,000 
and out Friday night (26), ‘King and 
Chorus Girl’ (WB) opening Satur- 
day morning (26th). First week for 
‘Ready’ was under $15.000. 

State (3,450: 35-55-75)—‘Mrs. Chey- 
ney’ (MG) (2d run) and vaude, Dave 
Apollon’s unit. May get up to 
$28,000. Last week, ‘Dangerous Num- 
ber’ (MG) and Belle Baker on stage, 
oke at $26,000. 


‘Ready, Willing’ Dual 
Fair $6,500, Mont’l 


Montreal, March 23, 
Holy Week in this predominantly 
Catholic city denting grosses. Week- 
end biz was fairly good, but then 
started to skid. 


Estimates for This Week 





His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50)— 
‘Wings of Morning’ (20th) (8th 
week). Can reckon on $3,000, okay 
following good $3,500 in seventh 
week, 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Ready, 
Willing’ (WB) and ‘Her Husband's 


Secretary’ (WB). Might gross $6,500, 
fair. Last week ‘Green Light’ (WB) 
and ‘They Wanted to Marry’ (RKO) 
held up for good $8,000. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Nancy 
Steele’ (20th) and ‘Step Lively, 
Jeeves’ (Brit). May end up with 
$5,500, poor. Last week ‘Mrs. Chey- 
ney’ (MG) and ‘Sinner Take All’ 
(MG), nice $7,500. 

Loew’s (M.T.Co.) (3,200; 50)— 
‘Black Legion’ (WB) and ‘Find the 
Witness’ (Col) and stage show. So- 
so $9,000 in sight. Last week ‘Doc- 
tor’s Diary’ (Par) and ‘Mama Steps 
Out’ (MG) and unit, $9.500, fair. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 50)—‘Men 
Are Not Gods’ (Brit) and ‘Time Out 
for Romance’ (20th). Likely $5.000, 
good. Last week ‘Love News’ (20th) 
and ‘She’s Dangerous’ (20th), $4,500, 
fair. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50)—‘Grand Amour de Beetho- 
|ven.’ Not much more than $1,800. 
Last week, third of ‘Helene,’ $2.000. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2.300; 34) 
—‘Rose Esseuillee’ and ‘Cloitre.’ Pos- 
sible $3,000. Last week ‘Paris’ and 
‘La Brigade en Jupons.’ $3,500. 





20th’s Miami Locations 


Miami, March 23. 
A 20th Century-Fox camera crew 
is here to take shots for the next 


Shirley Temple starrer, ‘His Master's 
Voice. 

Earlier in the year, during Janu- 
ary, 20th had a crew for exe 
teriors for ‘Slave Ship.’ 


here 
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School Kids Help Minne. B.0.’s Slightly 
L1G; Steele N.G. 4G 


‘Swing High’ Good 





3. 


Mirneapolis, March 23, 
Adverse Holy Week influence is 
being offset to some extent currently 


by school vacation, which is stimu- 
lating matinee trade. However, busi- 
ness generally continues far below 
par and there’s plenty of squawking 
around the box-offices. 

Among the newcomers. ‘Swing 
High, Swing Low,’ at the Minnesota, 
leads the procession. ‘Nancy Steele 
Is Missing’ is off to a slow start at 
the Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15-25) 
— Come and Get It’ (UA) (2d run), 
spvlit with ‘Racing Lady’ (RKO) and 
‘Clarence’ (Par), dual first-runs, last 
three days of week. Should reach 
fair $1,000. Last week. ‘Holy Terror’ 
(20th) and ‘Secret Valley’ (20th), 
dual first-runs, $1,300. good. 

Century (Publix-Singer (1.600; 25- 
35-55)—‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG) (2d 
week). Moved here after pretty good 
week at Minnesota and doing better 
than recent first-runs here. Looks 
like fair $4,500. Last week. ‘Ready, 
Willing and Able’ (WB), $3.000. poor. 

Lyric (Publix-Singer) (1,400: 20- 
25)—‘Camille’ (MG) and ‘Beloved 
Enemy’ (UA) (2d runs), split. Looks 
like mild $2,500. Last week, ‘After 
Thin Man’ (MG) (2d run), $3,500, 
good. 

Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4.200; 
25-35-55) — ‘Swing High’ (Par). 
Heavily advertised and exploited. 
Liked, too, by customers and critics. 
Rolling along to good $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG), $10,000, 
fairly good. 

Orpheum (Publix-Singer (2.890; 
25-35-40) — ‘Nancy Steele’ (20th). 
Hasn’t the box-office stuff for this 
burg to overcome Holy Week; will 
be lucky to reach light $4,000. Last 
week, ‘On Jury’ (RKO) and vaude- 
ville, $9,000, poor. 

State (Publix-Singer) (2,300; 25- 
40)—‘Woman Wise’ (20th) and ‘Jungle 
Princess’ (Par). Still dualing with 
B or C pictures and public response 
continues mild. Light $2.500 indi- 
cated. Last week, ‘Women of Glamour’ 


(Col) and ‘Don’t Tell the Wife’ 
(WR), dual. $2,800, light. 
Time (Berger) (250; 15-25) — 


*Winterset? (RKO) (2d week). This 
second-run, which flopped when 
shown on dual bill at another loop 
house recently, turning in surpris- 
ingly good figures at this sure-seater; 
$700 in prospect. Last week, $800, 
okeh. 
Uptown (Publix) (1,300; 25-35)— 
‘Lloyds’ (20th). First nabe showing. 


Bie $4,000 indicated. Last week, 
‘Charge of Light Brigade’ (WB), 
$3.500, good. 


World (Steffes) (350: 25-35-40-55) 
(2d week). Fair $1,000 in prospect. 
—Carnival in Flanders’ (French) 
Last week, $1,200, fair. 


NO L’VILLE HEADACHES; 
‘LOVE NEWS,’ $7,500 


Louisville,. March 23. 
Grosses have every indication of 
holding up fairly well, despite Holy 
Week. 
Leader currently is ‘Love Is News’ 


paired with ‘She’s Dangerous’ at the 
Rialto. Balance of the product in 
town is none too potent and returns 
will not be exciting. 


Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Ave.-Loew’s) (1,- 
500; 15-25-40) —‘Avenue’ (20th) and 
‘Off to the Races’ (20th), dual. ‘‘Ave- 
nue’ moved here from the Rialto 
and is headed for fine $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG), in sec- 
ond downtown week, satisfied with 
fair $2,300. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Smart Girls’ (U) and ‘Plainsman’ 
(Par), dual. Aiming for fine $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Stowawav’ (20th) and 
‘Chan at Opera’ (20th), dual, split- 
tine with ‘One Way Passage’ (WB) 








and ‘Go West, Young Man’ (Par), 
dual, pulled good $2,400. 
Loew’s State (3,000; 15-25-40)— 


‘Espionage’ (MG) and ‘Devil's Play- 
ground’ (Col), dual. Not much 
strength apparent in this pair of pro- 
grammers; may grab $5,700, average. 
Last week, ‘You're in Love’ (Col) 
and ‘Man of People’ (MG), dual, $5,- 
600. fair. 

Mary Anderson (‘Libson) (1,000: 
15-25-40)—‘Ready. Willing’ (WB). 
Getting good $4,000. Musicals usu- 
ally successful in this house. Last 
week, ‘Great O'Malley’ (WB) only 
solo first-run in ‘»wn, came through 
with nice $3,600. 

Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—‘Love Be- 
fore Breakfast’ (U) and ‘Country 
Beyond’ (20th). dual, svlitting with 
‘Henry VIII’ (UA) and ‘His Night 
Out’ (U), dual. Getting fair trade 
in spite of torn-up Fourth Street. 
Indications are for $900, average. 
Last week, ‘Under Two Flags’ (20th) 
and ‘Rooftops of Manhatten’ (WB). 
dual, split with ‘Remember Last 
Night’ (U) and ‘Splendor’ (UA), dual. 
took so-so $800. 

Rialte (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15-25- 


40)—‘Love Is News’ (20th) and ‘She’s 
Dangerous’ (U), dual. First pic got 
nice reception by critics. Nice start 
should put house on road to big 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Swing High’ 
(Par) and ‘Murder Goes to College’ 
(Par), dual. Got $7,000, plenty good. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,500; 15-25- 


40)—‘Meade’s Woman’ (Par) and 
‘Breezing Home’ (U), dual. Should 


wind up with $4, 00, okay. Last week, 
‘Your Birthday’ (RKO) and ‘Crim- 





inal Lawyer’ (RKO), dual, managed 
to tally fair $3,400. 


MAYTIME CINCY 
SMASH AT 
$21,000 


Cincinnati, March 23. 

Toppling traditional Holy Week b. 
o. bugaboo is titanic tug of ‘Maytime,’ 
a cinch smash $21,000 at the Albee. 
It’s tallest trade for that theatre 
since New Year’s week on ‘After 
Thin Man.’ 

Other stands, for most part, are 
below normal. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42 )—‘May- 
time’ (MG). Not less than $21,000, 
socko, 








(RKO), $8,000, poor. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Meade’s Woman’ (Par). Poor $3,- 
500. Last week, ‘Green Light’ (WB) 
(2d run), $4,500, fair. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Parole Racket’ (Col) and ‘Bulldog 
Drummond’ (Par), revival, split. 


Nice $2,600. Last week, ‘Wild Horse 
Roundup’ (Ind) and ‘Captain Calam- 
ity’ (GN), $2,500, okay. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)— 
‘Cloistered’ (Ind) (2d run). Lowest 
in months at $1,800. Pic recently had 
12-day run at indie Taft theatre in 
which it tugged hefty $13,000. Last 


week, ‘Smart Girls’ (U), fourth 
downtown week, $3,500, big. 
Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 30-40)— 


‘Plough and Stars’ (RKO). Fair 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Devil’s Play- 
ground’ (Col), $5,500, very good. 
Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42) —‘Wom- 
en of Glamour’ (Col). Mild $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Outcast’ (Par), $4,000, 


slow. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)— 
‘Stolen Holiday’ (WB). Poor $7,500. 
Last week, ‘Salem’ (Par), $10,000, 
fair, but below expectations. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,200; 40-60)— 
‘Wanted to Marry’ (RKO) and Count 
Bernivici unit. Fair $10,500. Last 
week, ‘Don’t Tell Wife’ (RKO) and 
N. T. G. unit, $13,000, okay. 


| 
| 
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Lent Dents Lincoln Biz; 
‘Birthday’ Fair $2,300 


Lincoln, March 23. 

Holy Week is breeding: n.g. grosses 
on the current schedules. ‘Love Is 
News’ is feeling its way along, and 
the Lincoln’s Joe Brown pic, ‘When’s 
Your Birthday,’ is doing fair. Vaude 
and a sex pic at the Orpheum hold 
best chances for okay biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Liberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15)— 
‘Daniel Boone’ (20th) plus ‘I’d Give 
My Life’ (Par), split with ‘Nation 
Aflame’ (Indie) plus ‘Stolen Har- 
mony’ (Par). Good biz for the off 
season; $950 in sight. Last week 
‘Guns of the Pecos’ (WB) plus ‘Vir- 
ginian’ (Par), split with ‘Circus Girl’ 
(Rep) plus ‘Sons o’ Guns’ (WB), nice 
$900. 

Lincoln (LTC) 


(1,600; 10-20-25)— 


| ‘When’s Your Birthday’ (RKO). Joe 
| Brown usually pretty good in this 


house, although his last pic was a 
bust. Likely $2,300, fair. Last week 
‘Lloyds’ (20th), good $2,700. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1.350; 10-15-20- 
25)—‘Girl Overboard’ (U) with 
‘Around the World’ unit for three 
days. Second half is sexed up, 
‘Damaged Lives’ (Indie) and ‘Man 
of the People’ (MG). Combo get- 
ting about $2,700, very good for the 
Holy Week period. Last week 
‘Doctor’s Diary’ (Par) and ‘Hit Pa- 
rade’ unit, split with ‘Sinner Take 
All’ (MG) and ‘Plough and Stars’ 
(RKO), got $2.200, fair. 





Last week, ‘Your Birthd-~’ | 


Stuart (LTC) (1,900: 10-25-40)— 
| ‘Love Is News’ (20th). Will get only 
fair $3.300. Last week ‘Green Light’ 
(FN) held un with surprising vigor 
and got $4.000, good. 
| Wearsitv (Westland) (1.100: 10-15- 
90-25 )—‘Head Over Heels’ (GB) plus 
‘Counterfeit Lady’ (Col). Nothing 
here to keep the wolf from the door. 
and he’s been yapping for the past 
“nur weeks: so-so $990. Last week 
‘Find the Witness’ (Col) plus ‘Women 
| of Glamour’ (Col), fair $1.000. 


‘WIFE’ HAS WARING ORK 
IN K.C. FOR RECORD 236 


Kansas City, March 23. 

It’s a one-house town currently. 
Mainstreet. with ‘Don’t Tell the 
Wife’ and Fred Waring unit on stage, 
broke all weekend records and got 
$11,000 in first three days. Combo 
seems headed for $23,000; house rec- 
ord is $20,000, set several years ago 
by Ted Lewis. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3.200; 35-55)— 
‘Don’t Tell Wife’ (RKO) and Fred 
Waring’s Pennsylvanians on stage. 
Waring is packing ’em to tune of 
terrific $23,000. Last week. ‘Swing 
High’ (Par) and ‘Outcast’ (Par), got 
nice $9,300. 

Midland (Loew) (4.000; 25-40)— 
‘Fire Over England’ (UA), and ‘Let’s 
Get Married’ (Col). Too much com- 
petish; $8,000 will be weak. Last 
week. ‘Family Affair’? (MG) and 
‘Parole Racket’ (Col), $7.500, voor. 

Newman (Par) (1,900: 25-40)— 
‘Swing High’ (Par) and ‘Outcast’ 
(Par) (2d run), dual. Moved over 
from the Mainstreet; fair $5,500 
looked for. Last week ‘Plough and 
Stars’ (RKO) and ‘Wanted to Marry’ 
(RKO), n. #. $3,700. 

Tower (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)—‘Our 














Hepburn Nice 


No Holy Week Terrors in Pitt; 


136, ‘Wings OK 56 





Pittsburgh, March 23. 

Holy Week holds no terrors for the 
Golden Triangle. Seems the Lenten 
bugaboo has settled down to a single 
day, Good Friday so that won't be 
felt until next stanza. 

Everything’s off to brisk start, with 
‘John Meade’s Woman’ and stage 
show threatening to top previous 
session at Stanley and Kate Hep- 
burn’s ‘Quality Street’ getting swell 
biz at Penn on strength of star’s 
simultaneous stage appearance here 
in ‘Jane Eyre.’ Only the two twin- 
feature houses, Alvin and Warner, 
are feeling the pinch a bit, with 
‘Wings of the Morning’ kicking in 
nicely at Fulton on heels of first- 
rate campaign. 

Downtown this week also has first 
roadshow flicker since ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’ last September. It’s ‘Lost 
Horizon’ at Nixon, with fairly neat 
advance sale. Stays for fortnight. 
with ‘Good Earth’ coming in im- 
mediately after, April 4. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Woman Alone’ (GB) and ‘Breezing 
Home’ (U), Theatre’s in-and-out 
policy, single-featuring one week and 
doubling the next, isn’t conducive to 
b.o. consistency. As it happens, 
‘Alone’s’ the goods, but it'll likely 
suffer just the same from the twin 
label. Maybe $5,000, just fair. Last 
week ‘Head Over Heels in Love’ 
(GB) and ‘Devil's Playground’ (Col) 
yanked after $4,600 in six days. 

Fulton ‘Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—Wings of Morning’ (20th). Eng- 
lish import has had a good campaign 





behind it, wind-up being manage- 
ment’s guarantee that any patron not 


satisfied with it could be theatre’s 
guest, free, at any other attraction. 
It’s an old idea, but still reasonably 
effective. Should keep well in clear 
at $5,000. That’s plenty profitable at 
this site, particularly for Holy Week. 
Last week, fifth of ‘On the Avenue’ 
(20th), was around $4,500, giving 
musical great $35,000 in five weeks. 

Nixon (Erlanger) (2,100; 50-$1.50) 
—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). Got away 
Sunday nite (21) and _ thereafter 
twice daily. Seldom very much ad- 
vance sale hereabouts for a road- 
show pix, but chances of this one 
look good. In for two weeks only. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
—'Quality Street’ (RKO). Lot of in- 
terest in this one since Hepburn was 
still here in ‘Jane Eyre’ when it 
opened. Generally agreed, too, that 
it's her best since ‘Little Women’ 
|and big mats sounds like $13,000 at 
least. No kicks coming at that figure. 
| Last week, in eight days, ‘Swing 
High’ (Par) cracked through with 
sparkling $17,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Meade’s Woman’ (Par) and Stepin 
Fetchit and Johnny Hamp’s band on 
stage. Pretty close to $9,000 on first 
two days for this combo, a pleasant 
surprise to everybody, and _ that 
makes good $20,000 almost a cer- 


tainty. Last week, ‘Sea Devils’ 
(RKO) and ‘Revue Internationale,’ 
hurt by snowstorm in mid-week: 


nevertheless, got good $19,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)—‘Once 
a Doctor’ (FN) and ‘Clarence’ (Par). 
Holding up in fair shape at $4,300. 
Last week, ‘Penrod and Sam’ (FN) 
and ‘Bulldog Drummond Escapes’ 
(Par), got $4,700, nice. 





| hefty $20,000 last week. 





‘Logger’ Plus Benny Rubin Hewing 
Heavy $15,000 in Anemic Frisco 





Moments’ (U) and vaude. A sharp 
drop from recent grosses at so-so $6,- 
500. Last week, ‘Off to Races’ (20th) 
and vaude, fair $7,200. 
Uptown (Fox) ‘(2,030; 25-40)— 
‘Green Light’ (WB) (2d run). Played 
Mainstreet couple of weeks ago on 
double bill to mild returns. Looks 
like nice $4,500 here. -Last week, 
‘Love Is News’ (20th) (2d run), okay 
$4,200 in eight days. . 


Steele, Davis 


Unit NG $18,000 
In Lent-Hit Hub 


Boston, March 23. 

Although Lent is not the serious 
threat it used to be here, Holy Week 
still takes its toll at the film gates. 
Loew’s stands held over ‘Cheyney’ 
on double bill, although biz would 
not have warranted it on ordinary 
week. 

Keith Memorial holding ‘Love Is 
News’ and ‘Wings of Morning’ after 
Cab Callo- 
way, absent from this town for two 








seasons, helping the take at the 
Boston, where ‘Woman Wise’ is 
filming. 


Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Wise Woman’ (20th) and Cab Callo- 
way stage show. Very pleasing $23,- 
000 = indicated. ‘Night Waitress’ 
(RKO) and Edgar Kennedy in per- 
son n.g. last week, $17,500. 

Colonial (Loew) (1,643; 55-83- 
$1.10-$1.65 )—‘Good Earth’ (MG) (2d 


week). Roadshow’s evening trade 
held up last week, although matinees 
slumped. 

Fenway: (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Doctor’s Diary’ (20th) and 
‘Head Over Heels’ (GB), dual. Poor 


at $5,000 pace. Last week, ‘Murder 
Goes to College’ (Par) and ‘Crack- 
Up’ (20th), dual, poor $5,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2.900; 25- 
40-55)—Love Is News’ (20th) and 
‘Wings of Morning’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Aiming at good $17,000 on h.o. week 
after big word-of-mouth buildup 
throughout opening frame, $20,000. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 35-55- 
75)—‘Nancy’ Steele’ (20th) and 
Benny Davis stage unit. Poor $18,- 
000. Last week ‘Swing High’ (Par) 
and stage show, fair $22,800. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 25-35-40- 
50—‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG) and ‘Dan- 
gerous Number’ (MG), dual (2d 
wk). Will get about $9,000, n.g. 
First frame fair $15,000. 

Paramount (M&P) (1.800: 25-35- 
55)—‘Doctor’s Diary’ (20th) and 
‘Head Over Heels’ (GB). dual. Off 
at so-so $6,500 gait. Last week, 
‘Murder Goes to College’ (Par) and 
‘Crack-Up’ (20th), double, fizzled to 
$6,200. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,700; 25-35-40-50) 
—‘Beloved Enemy’ (UA) and ‘Ready. 
Willing’ (WB), ‘both 2d run. Can’t 
stand Lenten gaff. $6,000. poor. Last 
week ‘Green Light’ (WB) (3d run) 
and ‘Fugitive in Sky’ (WB) (ist 
run), dual, swerved to $7.500. fair. 

State (Loew) (3.300; 25-35-40-50)— 
‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG) and ‘Dangerous 


Number’ (MG) (2d wk). Promises 
weak $7,500. Good $13,500 opening 
week. 





No Hits, Few Errors 
In Sleepy Birm’ham; 


‘Cheyney’ N.G. $6,000 


Birmingham, March 23. 
_ Looks like one of those weeks that 
just manage to drag by. Nothing ex- 
ceptional anywhere. 
Estimates for This Week 





Alabama (Wilby-Kincey) (2,800; 
30-35-40)—‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG). 
Around $6,000, so-so. Last week 


‘Avenue’ (20th), $6,500. fair. 

Empire (Acme) (1,100; 25)—‘Devil’s 
Playground’ (Col). Good for fair 
$2,400. Last week ‘Gay Desperado’ 
(UA), around $2,800, principally be- 
cause of 8,000 school teachers in 
town. 

Ritz (Wilby-Kincey) (1,600: 20-30) 
—Banjo’ (20th). Appears to be one 
of the better bets in town this week: 
$3,000 moderately good in view of 
low scale. Last week ‘Woman Rebels’ 
(RKO), $2,700, fair. 

Strand (Wilby-Kincey) (800: 25)— 
‘Mummy’s Boys’ (RKO). Around 
$2,000, moderately good. Last week, 


\ = Aeaimtes Crossing’ (U), $1,800, 
air. . 

Pantages (Wilby-Kincey) (2,300: 
30-35)—‘Grand Jury’ (RKO) and 
‘Follies of Day’ unit. About $2,400, 
moderate. Last week ‘Clarence’ 


(Par) and ‘Girls in Platinum’ unit, 
$2,600, fair. 
three days a week, 





House operates only | 


San Francisco, March 23. 
Managers weren't taking any 
chances on launching any big pix 
during Holy Week. Short on prod- 
uct and wanting to hold ‘History 
Is Made at Night’ for an Easter Sun- 
day opening, the United Artists is 
presenting its first reissue in Para- 
mount’s ‘No Man of Her Own,’ with 

Clark Gable and Carole Lombard. 


Estimates for This Week 


Embassy (RKO-Cohen) (1.512: 30- 
35-40 )—‘Modern Motherhood’ (Dwain 
Asher). House taken over for this 
sex attraction, which is playing to 
‘adults only’ to the tune of $4,000. 
Last week ‘They Wanted to Marry’ 
(RKO) and ‘Devil on Horseback’ 
(GN) poor $2,500. 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Swing High’ (Par) and ‘Time Out 
for Romance’ (20th) (2d week). Al- 
though biz previous week didn’t war- 
rant holdover, F-WC was afraid to 
bring in anything else this week, 
Don’t expect over so-so $9,000. Last 
week good $16,000. 

Geary (Lurie-Pincus) (1,200: 50-75- 
$1-$1.50)—“Lost Horizon’ (Col) (3d 


week). Trade holding up surpris- 
ingly good in view of competitive 
road show picture, ‘Good Earth,’ 


which is also doing excellent biz. 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850: 35-55) 
—Park Ave. Logger’ (RKO) and 
stage show. This is sort of a home- 
town week, with George O’Brien, 
local boy, on the screen and Benny 
Rubin and a host of old-time troupers 
on the stage celebrating 15th anni- 


versary of the Golden Gate. Antic- 
inate healthy $15,000. Last week, 
‘Plough and the Stars’ (RKO) and 


Major Bowes amateurs on stage, poor 
$12.000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 30-35-40) 
—Women of Glamour’ (Col) and 
‘Parole Racket’ (Col). Started off at 
fair clip, but Palm Sunday and other 
Holy Week holidays cut in. Expect 
so-so $7,500 on the week. Last week 
(3d) for ‘When You’re in Love’ (Col), 
dipped below $5,000, considerably be- 
low Grace Moore’s previous pictures 
here. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 30-35- 
40) — ‘Maytime’ (MG) (2d week). 
Holding strong, $17,000, after first 
week’s take of $19.000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1.470: 50-75- 
$1.50)—‘Good Earth’ (MG) (4th 
week). Pearl Buck readers still 
flocking to see this one in big num- 


bers. Trade holding at a consistent 
level. Last week in the nabe of 
$8,000. 


United Artists (UA-Cohen) (1.200; 
25-40)—‘No Man of Her Own’ (Par). 
Current interest in romance between 
Clark Gable and Carole Lombard 
responsible for reissue playing here. 
May do around $5,500, which isn’t so 
bad after series of floppos which has 
been in here the last few weeks. 
Last week. ‘Man Who Could Work 
Miracles’ (GB), bad $5,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-40)— 
‘Head Over Heels in Love’ (GB) and 
‘Espionage’ (MGM). Look for bad 
week with this pair at around $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Nancy Steele’ (20th) and 
‘Wings of the Morning’ (20th) (2d 
week), fair $8,000. 


HEPBURN WEAK 
$18,000 IN DET. 


Detroit, March 23. 

Usual Holy Week doldrums, cou- 
pled with uneasiness over new sit- 
downitis, spelling gloom here cur- 
rently. Lack of good product, plus 
coupla holdovers, not helping biz 
either. 

For what top-coin honors there 
are, it’s a scramble between the 
Michigan, with ‘Quality Street’ and 
vaude, and the Fox, with ‘Women of 
— plus Roger Pryor and 
and. 








Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40)— 
‘Crack Up’ (20th) and ‘Counterfeit 
Lady’ (Col), dual. Oke at $5,200. 
Good h.o. $5,000 last week on ‘Ave- 
nue’ (20th) (3d wk) and ‘Breezing 
Along’ (U). 

Downtown (Krim) (2,500; 40-65)— 
‘Ecstasy’ (Eureka) (2d wk). Built 
up strongly and continues at nice 
$8,500 clip, following nearly $12,000 
last stanza, best coin house has seen 
in moons. May hold for third week. 

Fox (Indie) 4(5,000; 30-40-65)— 
‘Glamour’ (Col? and Roger Pryor 
band on stage. Fair $17,000 in view 
of things. ‘Nancy Steele,’ plus Ethel 
Shutta topping vaude, got okay $19,- 
000 last week. 

Madison (United Detroit) (2,000; 
30-40-65 )—‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG) (3d 
wk). Flicker moved here following 
two good sessions at UA and expects 
around $4,500, oke in face of every~ 
thing. Last week fair $6,400 with 
‘Michael Strogoff’ (RKO). 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4.000: 
30-40-65 )—‘Quality Street’ (RKO) 
and vaude. Town never Hepburn- 

(Continued on page 29) 
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CENSORING A SWEET RACKET 





Sit Downs Bog-Down All Detroit: 
Taxi Strike Ups Chi Nabe 


Detroit, March 23. 

Sit-down strife is ruining Detroit's 
show biz. Theatres failing to meet 
quotas, niteries shutting, ether ac- 
counts dead, and biz in general 
stagnant. 

For the first time in years, United 
Detroit theatre chain will not meet 
its first-quarter quota under con- 
tract with Par, due to the strikes 
which began Jan. 1 in General 
Motors plants and reopened two 
weeks ago in Chrysler and Hudson 
units, plus hundreds of smaller ones 
in hotels, stores, etc. The contract 
of George W. Trendle (prez UD 
chain) with the Par office calls for 
a certain profit every quarter, but 
since the strikes are an ‘act of God’ 
his failure to make the quota this 
quarter does not affect the contract. 


The same situation holds true for 
other circuit theatres and _ indie 
houses throughout this territory. 
Especially affected are spots situated 
in workers’ neighborhoods, both here 
and in surrounding towns where 
there are auto plants. Losses were 
around $150,000 weekly in 250 De- 
troit houses during the six-week GM 
dispute, and is believed to be even 
higher during the present Chrysler 
and minor strikes, since most of 
these factories are located in De- 
troit’s borders. Losses are figured 
to be between $500 and $1,000 weekly 
at each house. 


Dropoff in nitery biz is even more 
pronounced, naturally. Biggest toll 
is among the beer gardens fre- 
quented by factory workers, but 
several of the better class niteries 
have also shuttered here the past 
few weeks. Two hotel spots, the 
Book-Cadillac Casino and Webster 
Hall, both lost a full night’s biz last 
week when sit-downs closed town’s 
major hostelries. 


Local contracts of town’s five radio 
stations, which dropped off as much 
as 33% during the GM dispute, are 
in worse shape now. Numberless 
local stores and smaller companies 
are either shut or just emerging 
from strikes, so spot and 15-minute 
progs are practically nil from a local 
angle. Outside contract also being 
held up pending settiement of chaos. 


Ad agencies also feeling pinch, 
with ad contracts cancelled all across 
the boards for all Chrysler, Hudson 
and supplying companies. Staffs 
curtailed plenty, and things at stand- 
still till smoke clears. Very doubt- 
ful whether loss can be made up at 
all, either, even with extra splurges 
later on. 


Only bright picture hereabouts is 
legit, chiefly due fact there’s only 
one house and clientele is usually 
those who have dough. Thus far, the 
legit Cass hasn’t had a losing session 
since strikes began. 





Loop Socked 
Chicago, March 23. 

Taxi drivers’ strike here, which 
started March 6, and is still in the 
terrorism stage, with little hope of 
quick settlement, is reported to have 
done more to hurt theatre and night 
Club business this season than any 
other factor, 


Business in neighborhood picture 
houses has improved, however, pub- 
lic preferring to skip around the 
corner than commute. Strike has 


had little effect on afternoon loop ! 
picture business, and what little has | 
been lost has come because the mati- | 


nee hounds prefer standing on the 
Sidewalk witnessing scab drivers 
beaten and cabs turned over than to 
see a picture. Plenty of the rough 
Stuff done, and most of it on Ran- 
dolph street in front of the theatres. 





Disney’s Feature Medley 


: Hollywood, March 23. 
United Artists will string together 
10 of Walt Disney’s cartoons that won 

Cademy recognition for release as 
a feature length. 
Half of the 10 won top honors in 


their class. Others were given spe- 
cial mention. ; 











Capra on ‘Chopin’ 





Hollywood, March 23. 

Frank Capra will start direction of 
‘Chopin’ for Columbia on June 1. 
Sidney Buchman now working on 
the script. Besides this, Capra has 
two more pictures under his Colum- 
bia contract. 

Capra and Harry Cohn, Col prez, 
have had personal differences away 
from business, but it is understood 
these have been patched since. 


PAR TAKES LONDON HIT 
BY WARNER SCENARIST 


London, March 23. 

‘French Without Tears,’ maiden 
legit effort by Terence Rattigan of 
the Warner Bros. London scenario 
staff, and one of the biggest legit 
hits of the current West End season, 
has been bought by Paramount for 
$50,000. 

Understanding here is that Para- 
mount will do the show on Broad- 
way before filming. 


WB Stock Gifts, Loew’s 
Acquisitions—Via S.E.C. 














Washington, March 23. 
Belated report on huge gifts of 
Warner Bros. debentures by one of 
the three company bosses was re- 
leased Thursday (18) by Securities 
& Exchange Commission. 


Topping all recent film security 
transactions, Albert Warner Santa 
Claused with 165,000 debentures in 
February, 1937, November and De- 
cember, 1936, cutting his holdings of 
this paper to 1,567,000 pieces early 
this year. His personal holding com- 
pany still accounts for 269,460 copies 
of the bonds. Overdue statements 
showed he sold 2,000 shares of com- 


‘mon in December, 1935 and picked 


up 166,667 debentures. 


Jack Warner reports he gave away 
65,000 debentures last month, slicing 
his portfolio to 1,587,000. This philan- 
tropy was identical with one of Al- 
bert’s donations, occurring on the 
same date besides being the same 
size. 


Only other transaction in the 
latest S. E. C. summary is purchase 
of 13,890 shares of Loew’s common 
by David Bernstein. Raises his in- 
terest to 15,680. 

Commission announced J. E. 
McMahon, New York, recently 
elected officer of Consolidated Film 
Industries has no money invested 
in the firm. 


| 





sOFT FILM CONN 
PERPETUATES ‘EM 


Solons Ofttimes Lured by Its 
Revenue - Producing Ap- 
peal—Political Patronage 
Another Angle, but Costly 
to Pix Biz 





YEN GROWS 





The picture industry may be faced 
at a not far distant date with a 
mushrooming of state censorship 
boards. Most of the companies fear 
it, but will do nothing about it be- 
cause, firstly, they feel they are pow- 
erless in such a situation, and, sec- 
ondly, do not want to appear antag- 
onistic. 

In the states where censorship 
boards exact a tax on prints viewed, 
those on the boards have gone quietly 
about the business of justifying their 
jobs by getting their respective state 
legislatures to lock upon them as a 
tax-collecting unit within the state 
government. And legislatures today 
aren’t inclined to pass up any means 
of exacting taxes. The one bright 





beacon of hope for film companies 
is the fact that the citizens over- 
whelmingly oppose censors. But it 
has been shown pretty conclusively 
during last few years that what the 
citizens think isn’t of much concern 
to politicians eyeing added tax rev- 
enue. 
Indiana’s Break 


The industry did get a break re- 
cently in Indiana, when a bill which 
would have established a_ censor 
body was defeated. The press and 
public went after it and, for once, 
emerged victorious, 


New York’s censor board turned 
in a net profit of $204,202 for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1936. 
Other states are getting the yen to 
grab off that sort of coin, figuring 
the film companies are powerless and 
will just have to grin and bear it. 

There are censor boards in seven 
states and the city of Chicago. One 
state, Massachusetts, does not tax pix 
reviewed. The others do. New York 
exacts $2 per reel on everything but 
newsreels for every print of every 
production released within confines 
of the state; Maryland takes $1, Vir- 
ginia $1, Ohio $3, Pennsylvania $2, 
Kansas $]) and Chicago $1. 

In a state such as New York a 
major company finds that, for in- 
stance, on a grade A pic, the mini- 
mum number of prints it must have 
in circulation is 50. If a pic is ‘10 
reels, that’s $1,000 to get the produc- 
tion shown in New York alone. 

A company releasing, say, 50 fea- 
tures annually, pays more than $150,- 
000 to get its year’s product by the 
censor-board states and Chicago. 

(Continued on page 30) 








Responsibility by RKO on $3,500,000 
Midwest Bonds Brought Up in Court 





Because the matter has been raised 
in court already, it is to be expected 
that arnong the questions to be de- 
cided by a special master in connec- 
tion with RKO’s current reorganiza- 
tion proceedings will be whether 
RKO shall reassume a position as 
guarantor of the RKO midwest cir- 


cuit’s bonds, aggregating around 
$3,500,000. 
Attorneys for the First National 


Bank of Cincinnati, trustee of the 
bonds, intend to press such a claim 
according to all indications. The 
bank’s stand seems to be that if 
RKO does reassume a position as 
guarantor that the bonds be included 
under the reorganization plan as a 
contingent claim. 

The RKO midwest circuit com- 
prises around 30 houses in Ohio. 

Federal Judge William Bondy has 


taken under advisement all questions 
of law so far raised in connection 
with the pending proceedings on 
RKO’s reorganization plan. 

There was a hearing held Thurs- 
day (18) at which the court mani- 
fested its intentions of referring the 
proceedings to a special master. In 
the meantime, the hearing has been 
adjourned for a month. 

Edward Hickey, holder of 175 
shares of old class A stock, was the 
star haranguer at last Thursday’s 
session. He consumed most of the 
hearing by reading a prepared argu- 
ment, contending a_ constitutional 
question is involved regarding al- 
leged depriving of stockholders’ 
property without due process. He 
alleges that the. old recapitalization 
plan under which RCA eventually 
came into control and domination of 





RKO was illegal. 


vv 





Sennett Back Into Prod. 


Mack Sennett, in N. Y. on a visit, 
is planning to enter feature produc- 
tion again, with distributing com- 
pany yet to be selected. 

Sennett has made feature-lengths 
previously. However, the bulk of 
his activity in recent years has been 
in the shorts field, via Educational 
release. 


20th Pix Given 
Plug at Roxy's 
Reorg Hearing 





Twentieth Century-Fox pictures 
were given a boost yesterday (Tues- 
day) at the Roxy Theatre reorgan- 
ization hearings before Special Mas- 
ter Addison S. Pratt, when Charles 
A. Bennett, certified accountant who 
audited the theatre’s books, testified 
that the gross weekly income of the 
Roxy had greatly increased because 
of the excellence of the pictures. 


The hearings on the plan which, 
among other things, recommends 
that the theatre be turned over to 
the control of 20th-Fox were begun 
Monday. The film corporation in re- 
turn would invest $650,000 in new 
common stock of the reorganized 
company and the present bondhold- 
ers would receive new bonds for 
their old ones, according to the plan 
submitted by the Pounds’ Bond- 
holders Committee. 


Bennett testified the theatre would 
have to gross $500,000 annually be- 
fore depreciation and other costs in 
order to return 15% on the $650,000 
investment. He figured the life of 
the theatre property should be 50 
years, 


This is the first instance in which 
the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission has intervened in reorgani- 
zation hearings of a bankrupt cor- 
poration, Ernest Angell, regional 
director, and Robert E. Reed, coun- 
sel, sitting in as aides. The inter- 
vention of the two Government of- 
ficials was done at the request of 
Federal Judge Francis G. Caffey, in 
an effort to speed up the hearings 
which are likely to occupy several 
months. Judg>* Caffey in making the 
request to the commission had in 
mind to give the creditors and bond- 
holders of the Roxy the benefit of 
men experienced in the handling of 
this type of proceeding. 

At the hearings the stockholders 
of the Roxy Corp. will have an op- 
portunity to examine the proposed 
plan under which the theatre would 
be turned over to the control of 
20th-Fox. The proposed plan was 
submitted by the Pounds Bondhold- 
ers Committee, representing two- 
thirds of the first mortgage bond- 
holders. This committee reported 
that its appraisal of the theatre 
property as of March 3 was $3,500,- 
000, the theatre value being placed 
at $2,200,000 and the land at $1,300,- 
000. 

The witness expressed doubt that 
the Roxy would ever get back to 
the financial standing it had when 
S. L. Rothafel (Roxy) was alive and 
managed the theatre. This, he held, 
was chiefly because of the opposi- 
tion of the Radio City Music Hall 
and because the latter is publicized 
more exten ‘vely. From 1927 through 
1930, Bennett said, the Roxy showed 
profits of $2,332,104. From 1931 to 
April, 1932, it had a net loss of $469,- 
506. The net profit made since the 
building was erected amounted to 
$1,862,598. The best weekly gross 
ever earned was $165,000, the great- 
est of any theatre, and the lowest 
gross was $13,000. 








Any New Censorial Measures Seen 
As Spite Work Against the Film Biz 
Already Self-Purged, at the Source 


Voluntary censorship of pictures 
within the industry, via the Haysian 
production code administration, has 
made state censorship in America 
virtually unnecessary. That is the 
way legal authorities in the film 
business view the situation as efforts 
are being made by certain state 
solons to revive censorship as an im- 
portant topic for legislative consid- 
eration, 

While state censorial boards have 
increasingly found little worth clip- 
ping from the reels, city ordinances 
setting up boards of censors con- 
tinue to grow and constitute a con- 
stant irritant to distributors. As a 
rule they are much worse than the 
average state censor boards, and 
quite generally are created as a bit 
of spite legislation. 

Instances where city fathers have 
passed laws creating a censor board 
to ‘get even’ with some offending 
theatre manager, who may have been 
tactless somehow, have been com- 
mon, say association experts famil- 
iar with the trend. Antagonistic 
attitude or discourtesy on the part 
of some slow-thinking exhibitor often 
has been the background for intro- 
duction of reprisals against the 
whole industry in one single com- 
munity, via a censor board or com- 
mittee. 

Check by trade associations shows 
that there has been virtually no cen- 
sorship law passed to date by state 
legislators that did not produce a 
kick-back from the people of that 
particular commonwealth. This ap- 
plies to the press and radio, too. Ap- 
parent reason for such a situation 
is that there has been little or noth- 
ing that could be found objection- 
able after a film has gone through 
the Hays office’s voluntary purify- 
ing mill. 

Indicative of current attitude 
towards censorship was the over- 
whelming vote in the Indiana house 
of representatives on a proposed 
censor bill. It was rejected by vote 
of 80 to 4. This was taken as show- 
ing to a certain degree that the state 
solons were aware of the present 
trend on censorial matters. 


YACHTERS’ PAR TRIO, 
FIRST PIC TO BE ‘A.&M.’ 


Miami, March 23. 

The Yacht Club Boys here seven 
weeks at the Royal Palm Club, left 
Sunday (21) by plane for Hollywood 
to report to the Par studio. 

Boys have a straight three-picture 
deal with Par. Their first will be 
‘Artists and Models,’ long under 
planning by the studio, Under their 
deal the Yachters are to make the 
three pictures within a year and be 
paid a flat sum per picture, but if 
working time on any of three runs 
over five weeks, they are to be paid 
extra. In the event of contribut- 
ing any material to their pictures, 
they are also to be remunerated for 
this, 








Hollywood, March 23. 
Andre Kostelanetz has been signed 
by Paramount to baton the orchestra 
in ‘Artists and Models.’ 
Studio is also after Judy Canova, 
hillbilly warbler with Paul White- 
man, for ‘mountain music.’ 


SELZNICK GROOMING 
SERLIN TO PRODUCE 


Oscar Serlin leaves tomorrow 
(Thursday) for Hollywood after two 
months in New York hunting types 
for ‘Oliver Twist.’ He also collected 
several scripts for possible filming 
by him for Selznick International. 

Soon as he gets back to Hollye 
wood Serlin will get set to start 
work in his capacity as a Selznick 
producer, his ‘Twist’ assignment have 
ing been an interlude, 
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Politica Maneuvering in France 
Avgurs Temporary Peace for Pix 


+ 


Paris, March 15. 
With the French government vir- 
tually going into the film business 
and the French Federation of Labor 
announcing a new broadside as to 
what ought to be done with the 
French industry, American interests 


here are still pretty much in hot 
water, 
There are still plenty of threats 


facing the U. S. industry, with the 
Federation of Labor’s plans drawing 
the most ominous facade. In main 
it consists of: 

Creation of a nationalized produc- 
tion (new Renoir film tentatively 
called ‘La Marseillaise’ is an ex- 
ample); control of exploitation, dis- 
tribution and private production; 
creation of a state technical insti- 
tute; an administrative council with 
the workers, technicians, etc., being 
represented, and a nationalization of 
the means of production. 


Money 


of this, however, looked 
the present political point of 


All 
from 
view. 
come before it can be _ adopted. 
True, that Leon Blum heads a left 
government which needs Communist 
support. But the new National De- | 
fense Loan just launched was the 
tell-tale of where the country’s 
finances were drifting, with ever in- 
creasing costs resulting from social 
reforms and other Popular Front 
policies. Political informers here 
state with surety that the ‘pause’ 
which the premier spoke of in his 
St. Nazaire speech will be longer 
than a pause. Finances make that al- 

most a certainty, which means that 
the more radical measures cannot be 
voted without further impairing the 
country’s balance sheet. 

More in favor of the Americans 
are the reasons which sent Georges 
Bonnet to Washington as French 
Ambassador. Some sort of war debt 
scttlement is being undertaken and 
measures unfavorable to any Ameri- 
can business can hardly be feared 
during the time those negotiations 
are being carried out. 

In some quarters it is even stated 
that Bonnet, in the hopes of getting 
around the Johnson law, so Ameri- 
cans can subscribe to the Defense 
Loan, offered better terms for Amer- 
ican exports coming to France in a 
new commercial treaty that is to be 
negotiated. No particular American 
products were named, however. 


REICH FILM CHAMBER 





IN 1ST ANNUAL MEET 





Berlin, March 12. 

First congress of the Reich’s Film 
Chamber was held last week. From 
now on this is to be an annual af- 
fair, with even the railways issuing 
cheap round-trip tickets. 

On the morning of March 7 ‘free’ 
performances were given in 2,300 
cinemas. On entering a copy of the 
pamphlet, ‘Film and Nation’ had to 
be shown. This paper, which costs 
about 13c.,. sets forth the aims of 
the Reich’s Film Chamber, which 
supervises. the entire film industry 
in Germany, and contains its plans 
for ‘improving films and film condi- 
tions in accordance with national 
ideals.’ 

Every department of the German 
film industry was represented. Open- 
ing address was made by Reichs- 
minister Dr. Goebbels. Among other 
speakers were Prof. Dr. Lehnich, 
president of the Film Chamber, and 
Mathias Wiemann, one of Germany’s 
most prominent young actors. 

Two days of lobbying wound up 
with the Film Ball. 





Anzac Newsreel Ban 


Syaney, March 23. 
Commonwealth Authorities have 
banned all newsreel clips of the 


Duke of Windsor, nix going into ef- 
fect immediately and for all houses 
in Australia. 

Understand that the ban 
until after the Coronation. 


is only 





Paris Preem for ‘Boy’ 


Paris, March 16. 

United Artists threw a party here 
for the world premiere of Robert 
Flaherty’s ‘Elephant Boy,’ which 
brought a sophisticated audience to 
the Cinema Le Colisee and after- 
ward to a champagne supper. 

Film received an excellent press 
here. 


at | 


has many obstacles to over- | 








What’s the Diff? 





Budapest, March 12. 
‘Once a Week,’ Globus pro- 
duction, latest Hungarian pic- 
ture, was approved by the 
censors, but the title was ve- 
toed on the plea that it ‘might 
give rise to misunderstandings.’ 
‘I May See Her Once a Week’ 

was substituted and okayed. 


HIGHER TAXES 
FEARED IN 
ENGLAND 














London, March 16. 
are going round that 
the motion picture industry will 
face new taxation when Neville 
Chamberlain, Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, introduces the new budget 
in Parliament next month. Under- 
stood that he will either impose a 
fresh entertainment duty on the- 


Whispers 


nue from the trade by fixing new 
tariffs. 

State already gets $30,000,000 to 
$35,000,000 annually from the indus- 
try through its entertainments tax, 
apart from its take on film and 
equipment imports and other 
sources, Heavy new armaments 
program, however, will throw co- 
lossal additional burdens on the 
nation, and it is anticipated that the 
chancellor will automatically cast 
his eyes in the direction of pictures. 

At the insistence of exhibitors, al- 
leviation of the entertainment duty 
on lower-grade admissions 

made two years ago, which has ma- 
| terially assisted smaller houses. 
| Possibility of cuts then made being 
readopted are seen here as small, 
due to the negligible additional 
revenue which would derive from 
such a step. 

Much more probable is considered 
the likelihood of tariff adjustments, 
though, due to secrecy surrounding 
budget plans, it is virtually impos- 
sible to assess at full value such 
suggestions as are commonly in cir- 
culation. 

That Chamberlain may have taken 
a hint from the recent government 
quota report, in which increased 
import duties were suggested as a 
means of bringing pressure to bear 
on distributors, is well within 
bounds of possibility. 








| rings around them. 
bee the critical spirit that caused 


atre admissions or will seek reve- | 


was | 


IT WAS A RAINY NIGHT 


That’s a Gent’s Excuse for Blacking 
French Actress’ Eyes 








Paris, March 9. 
Mile. Mado Taylor, former star at 
| the Casino de Paris and who played 


in the film ‘La Kermesse Heroique,’ 
| “Carnival 


in Flanders’) had the 
‘most beautiful eyes in the world’ 
until she met Lucien Gariel, who is 
responsible for the purplish-black 
In court Gariel 


him to black the eyes and was a very 


| meek person while he told his story. 
Mile. Taylor 


a friend, Mme. 
standing on a 
one night in 
huddled under 
seems, Gariel 
that they 


and 
were 


| Genty Bouthors, 
corner in the rain 
| February. As they 
|their umbrella, it 
came along and decided 


were in possession of more than their | 


ANTI-SEMITIC ANGLE 


share of the sidewalk. He told them 
so, and none too politely. 

Words followed words and event- 
ually Lucien turned his fists loose on 
what a Fetes de Paris committee had 
pronounced the ‘most beautiful eyes 
in the world.’ 

Judges postponed sentence after 
Gariel pleaded that the injuries are 
only temporary and that rainy nights 
are dark and he had no way of 
knowing the kind of eyes he was dis- 
figuring. 


JKAY TO NEWSREEL 
CORONATION, BUT— 


London, March 14. 

Newsreel units, hemmed in by a 
multitude of regulations as the price 
of permits to film the Coronation, 
got another jolt last week when 
| they learned that a condition of 
| shooting inside Westminster Abbey 
was that all sequences taken there 
| must be okayed by the Earl Marshal 
}and the Archbishop of Canterbury 
| before being shown publicly. 

Plans have been formulated to 
rush first prints into a West End 
news theatre for the two officials 
to see, so as not to delay London 
presentation any longer than nec- 
essary. Aim of all units is to es- 
tablish new all-time records with 
, rapidity of presentation; under the 
|new restriction they'll need to be 
pretty snappy. 

Decision of the Earl Marshal and 
the Archbishop is another manifesta- 
| tion of the intense determination of 
the authorities that the Coronation 
shall not lose any scrap of dignity. 


‘Jim’ Good in N. Zealand 


Wellington, N. Z., March 2. 

Nice trade is being gotten here 
by ‘Piccadilly Jim’ (MG), 

Others doing okay include ‘Garden 
of Allah’ (UA), ‘Magnificent Brute’ 
(U), ‘My Man Godfrey’ (U), and 
‘Great Ziegfeld’ (MG). 











What’s the Connection? 
Tokyo, Feb. 26. 

Major Shinji Matsui, official of the 
press section of the War Office, 
leaves March 15 for a _ six-month 
trip to Burope. 

Purpose is to inspect the pix biz 
of England, Germany, France and 
Italy. 











Distribs and Exhibs in England 
Try Again to Co-cparate on Quota 





London, March 14. 

Inspired by Dr. Leslie Burgin of 
the Board of Trade, distributors and 
exhibitors here will have another 
stab at reaching an agreement on 
plans for avoiding government inter- 
ference when the quota laws are re- 
organized. Burgin, who is Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the B.O.T., 
dropped a pretty clear hint in a 
speech at the annual banquet of the 
Cinema Exhibitors Ass’n when he 
said that, unless the industry could 
agree from within, 
self governed from without. 

Immediate outcome was for C.E.A. 
President Charles P. Metcalfe to 
| seek out Dave Griffiths, president of 
the Kinema Renters’ Society, with 
verbal overtures for a joint sitting 
of the two bodies. Griffiths reported 
back to the K.R.S. the same after- 
| noon, which has agreed to say yes 
as soon as the official C.E.A. invita- 
tion arrives. 

Two societies sat at the same table 
on this problem at the end of 1936. 
but could not agree; a 
arose over publication of the results 
of the meetings and relations broke 
off, with the C.E.A. threatening to 








it might find it- | 


squabble | 


; 80 over to the side of government 
control. 
| 


Divergent Views 


Exhibs are not strongly in favor 
of State interference, but only so far 
as it would provide a weapon with 
which to bludgeon the distributors. 
Latter are, of course, solidly against 
such an outcome, and ready to co- 
operate in forming a joint board of 
control. Agreement has broken so 
far on the question of acknowledg- 
ing a statutory government authority 
as final arbiter on trade problems. 


Burgin also indicated that the 
Board of Trade will seek further 
meetings with various sections of 


the industry to beat out new regu- 
lations, but is nervous of large-scale 
disagreements inside the trade. 


‘I make an earnest appeal to the 
trade to set up some body which 
can serve as a focusing point for 
matters affecting the trade as a 
whole,’ he said, ‘and which can deal 
with some of the problems which 
arise between the various sections. 

‘Reorganize your trade from with- 
in, and do not wait till it is re- 
organized from outside.’ 
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Fisenstein’s Hollywood Virus; 
But $400,000 Ain't Hay, Says USSR 





Suggestions 





London, March 14. 

Patrons of Sidney Bernstein’s 
Granada, at Tooting, South Lon- 
don, were asked what improve- 
ments they would like. 

Most frequent request was for 
a row of ‘cuddlers seats’ at. the 
back of the stalls—i. e. seats for 
two persons. 

And one gent’s suggestion was 
to knock down the theatres and 








aa 





build saloons instead. 





TO HUNGARIAN FILM 


Budapest, March 12. 

Anti-Semitic student demonstrators 
at several Hungarian universities 
took up film censure as a sideline 
hooted ‘Affair of Honor,’ re- 
cently 
picture, warning 
showing it. 

Alleged reason the non-Aryan 
origin of Hungary’s most popular 
film comedians, Ella Gombaszogi and 
Julius Kabos. Since, however, the 
Kabos-Gombaszogi couple: have fig- 
ured in nearly every Hungarian pic- 





exhibitors against 


is 


ture in the past three years, several 
of which are still running, this ob- 


viously is merely an excuse to brew 
mischief all around. Real purpcse is 
to make trouble for certain poli- 
ticians back of the film industry who 
are red rags in the eyes of the anti- 
Semites. 

Result, nevertheless, is that a 
number of provincial bookings for 
‘Affair’ have been cancelled. 


JAP-GERMAN ANTI-RED 
PACT TAKES IN FILMS 


Toixvo, March 12. 
German pix are enjoying notice- 
| ably increased patronage here since 








the conclusion of the anti-red pact | 


signed by Germany and Japan. 

Mutual admiration engendered by 
| the governments co-operating is also 
| reflected in the decision of 
| Shoji to release in Germany two 
Japanese films, Shochiku’s ‘Osaka 
Natsu no Jin’ and Nikkatsu’s ‘Sobo.’ 

Distribution will probably be ef- 
Ufa and Terra, ar- 
rangements to be completed when 
Nagamasa Kawakita, Towa Shoji 
prez. reaches Germany. 


DOYLE’S PARTNERS 


In London Theatres—Australian and 
English Capital 











Sydney, March 23. 

Stuart Doyle completed negotia- 
tions here to put up a couple of the- 
atres in London, half of the capital 
coming from local sources and half 
from British. 

F. J. Smith heads the local finan- 
ciers. British interests include Lane 
Fox Co. and Wighan Richardson of 
Swan, Hunter & Richardson, ship- 
builders. Latter is also interested in 
the London Westminster Bank. 

Project includes two theatres, the 
State (for ace American pix) and the 
Cosmopolitan, smaller house, for 
British and continental films. Prince's 
Restaurant is also expected to take 
a section of the building for a pa- 
latial cafe. Newsreel Theatre idea, 
originally figured to be also included, 
has been dropped. 

It is expected to 
pronto, for 
1938. 





9 More for Hoyts 


Sydney. March 2. 
Charles Munro head of Hoyts, an- 
nounces that his co. 
new theatres this year. 
Houses will be located in Sydney. 
Melbourne and Albury. 








New Film in Australia 
Brisbane, March 2. 
Cinesound’s latest film, ‘It Isn't 
Done,’ got away to capacity biz and 
looks like going into the hit class. 
Produced by Ken Hall, the pic fea- 
tures Cecil Kellaway, Shirley Ann 
Richards, Frank Harvey, Sylvia Kel- 
laway, Harvey Adams and Campbel] 
Copelin. Majority are from legit. 
Eric Thompson, formerly with 
Par, designed the sets. 


released and successful local } 


Towa | 


start building | 
completion by January, 


will erect five | 





Moscow, March 23. 

Sergei Eisenstein has suddenly dis- 
covered that the rigors of producing 
films ‘artistically and without regard 
to anything but artistic standards’ js 
no dice anywhere in the world. 
Even communist Russia, in the film 
world of which Eisenstein has been 
a demi-god for years, has gone 
against him. Last week government 
suddenly banned a picture he has 
been working on for the past two 
years and on which approximately 
$400,000 has already been expended, 
ordered work stopped, the negative 
scrapped and Eisenstein to report to 
i the Central Committee and defend 

himself on a charge of wasting the 
State’s capital. 

Boris Shumiatsky, head of the 
Government’s motion picture trust. 
announced that the film was banned 
because it was ‘not based on the 
class struggle but.on the struggle of 
elementary forces of nature.’ 

Eisenstein, who gained considera- 
ble international fame with ‘Po- 
temkin’ and other silent Russian 
films, made a trip to America some 
years ago where he also ran into 
difficulties while directing ‘The 
American Tragedy’ for Paramount 
and didn’t complete the job, Josef 
von Sternberg finally doing it. Later 
he directed a picture in Mexico in- 
dependently and ran into more 
trouble with his financial backers, 
after shooting a new high record of 
film footage at close to 200,000 feet. 

Returning to Russia, he taught new 
directors and producers for a while, 
then, a bit over two years ago, 
started out on the film waich now 
has him in hot water. 

Understood that Shumiatsky called 
Eisenstein on the carpet a couple of 
months ago and asked him what's 
what. To which Eisenstein is re- 
ported to have answered that $400,- 
000 isn’t much money to spend on 
a film and that Americans ‘fre- 
quently spend a lot more than that.’ 
Also Eisenstein is reported to have 
| told Shumiatsky, much to the let- 
| ter’s chagrin, that in Hollywood di- 
| rectors frequently do pictures com- 
pletely over and over until they get 
| them down right. How the Rus- 
sians were to get that kind of money 
back, Eisenstein is reported to have 
said, didn’t interest him. All he was 
| interested in was merely doing his 
| job, turning out ‘good pictures.’ 


JOE BAMBERGER BACK 
INTO THE PICTURE BIZ 


London, March 14. 

Joe Bamberger plans to crash 
| back into production via a new con- 
cern, which is to take over the 
studios at Elstree, formerly operated 
by Julius Hagen. This studio was 
originally owned by Bamberger, and 
he is reported to have bought it 
back from Hagen’s receiver at about 
half the figure he got for it. 

New company has a board includ- 
ing Lord Grimthorpe, Eustace Wat- 
kins, auto distributor; T. C. Moors- 
head, C. A. O’Berner, A. H. Maxwell, 
W. B. Anderson and Bamberger, 
who is to be managing director. 

















French-American Musees 


To Exchange Old Films 


Paris, March 9. 
Cinematheque Francaise has com- 
| pleted arrangements with the Ameri- 
can Museum of Modern Arts to ex- 
change old films of the two countries 
| in their mutual attempt to preserve 
international film history. 

French society was founded last 
year with P. A. Harle as its sponsor. 
At the present time it has more than 
100 films representing the film his- 
tory of France. Museum has begun 
with the earliest pix made in France 
, and has collected films typical of the 
progress of the different periods, 
down to the modern films of Rene 
Clair. 

Although ten foreign films have 
already been chosen for the archives, 
it is hoped that the new tie with 
the American museum, which first 
started the perpetuation of early 
films, will help the foreign collec- 
tion here to grow considerably. 

French museum has followed the 
American plan to a great extent. 
Collection will be re-shown annual!s 
to display the progress being mad 
and will, in years to come, be & Pp! 
| torial history of film production. 
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GERMANY TAKES 


German Control of Tobis-Sacha 
Further Complicates That Sector 








Vienna, March 23. 


There have been a lot of contra- 
dictory stories here as to the .Tobis 
situation. Inside sources have it that 
German finance has bought the con- 
trol of Tobis-Sacha, but this is of- 
ficially denied. Nevertheless there 
are a lot of queer things going on 
and the betting is 10-1 that Tobis 
will be absorbed by the German 
Tobis company, thus allying all Ger- 
man-speaking Tobis into a single 
b* sic unit. 

What this will mean to the Dutch 
h.o. set-up of Tobis is not clear at 
this writing, but it is known that the 
Dutch holding company has said for 
some time it would just as soon lose 
its German and Austrian branches. 

Difficulty all along has _ been 
money. While the lads in Amster- 
dam were reportedly willing to bow 
out they insisted on cash payoffs. 
How they are to get them, or from | 
whom, in the face of existing 
monetary and exchange laws, is the 
question. However, from Berlin it 
is learned that the government there 
has taken over Tobis and the gov- 
ernment obviously can make any ar- 
rangement it pleases, 

Meantime, local film producers are 
all waiting around on one foot. There 
is no production at the moment at 
the Sacha-Tobis studios, biggest in 
town, nor at Selonophon. Both 
spots, the producers claim, are too 
expensive at present and too tied up 
with strings. Tobis must get release 
rights to any films produced by in- 
dies at its studio. This is okay 
enough, say the indies, but if the 
studio rental is high, and the Aryan 
restrictions tough, and then there is 
nothing but frozen credit resultant, 
then what? 


| 
| 


| 


W. E. Van Beveren, head of Tobis 
in America, and one of the original 
heads of the original Tobis company 
in Holland, holding octopus from 
which stem the various Tobis com- 
panies around the world, returned 
to Europe quietly about 10 days 
ago, allegedly to arrange new prod- 
uct for U. S. distribution. Under- 
stood that, actually, he had been 
called to Amsterdam to help clear 
out some of the reorg tangles of the 
organization, 


THEATRE BUILDING 
CHATTER IN SYDNEY 


Sydney, March 2. 

Latest game around this spot is 
‘Build.’ 

Everybody is threatening to build 
theatres. Game started two weeks 
ago when news leaked that the 
Fullers were renovating the Crystal 
Palace for pix. For years this old 
house has been used as a cheap store 
and nobody gave a thought to using 
it again until Sir Ben Fuller picked 
it up. Now the whole mob’s out look- 
ing for sites to build upon. 

Chatter has it that British interests 
will build their own house because 
of being practically shut-out else- 
where. One newspaper printed a 
story that a big chain unit is already 
Set to build another city theatre. No 
facts on this. It has also been stated 
that some New Zealand men are 
sending representatives across for 
site spotting. 

Some time ago, during the govern- 
ment probe into the pic biz, the big 
moguls stated over and over again 
that Sydney is seated and that 
further erections should be stopped. 
Government nixed the idea. Not 


many theatres have gone up since, 
however. 











Hicks to Europe . 


— 





Austria Also? | 





Indications from abroad are 
that Nazi Germany has taken 
over control of the entire Ger- 
man picture bustness. 

From other sources it is 
learned that there’is a good 
chance of the German compa- 
nies to also take over control 
of Austrian films via control of 
Austrian Tobis — if this has 
not already been done in a 
q.t. fashion. 

One important effect this will 
have on the American market 
is that it will distinetly clarify 
German production. There have 
been a number of German lan- 
guage films in the past distrib- 
uted in the U. S. under phoney 
non Nazi titles in an attempt 
to avoid the Nazi boycott, which 
has practically killed German 
distribution in the U. S. Now 
there will be no more doubt— 
except, of course, in the mat- 
ter of German production in 
foreign languages, which still 
will be subject to occasional 
camouflage. 








John W. Hicks, Jr., vice-president 
of Paramount, in charge of foreign, | 
sailed Thursday (18) for Paris, to be | 
Sone about two months, on his | 
Customary European survey. 

Hicks’ first stop will be Paris and | 
he will look over the film situation | 


on the continent before going on to | 
London, ' 








ITALY’S H WOOD 
SHAPING FAST 


Rome, March 12. 

Italy’s new ‘Hollywood,’ which is 
to be dedicated this spring, and 
which—when completed—will give 
Italy what is called the most modern 
film making 
progress by leaps and bounds. Of the 
5,000,000 square feet of ground that 
constitute the Roman cinema city, 
about a fifth are now covered with 
buildings in various stages of con- 
struction. 

Mussolini visited the grounds re- 
cently, made a tour of the entire 
premises, and was especially inter- 
ested in the biggest of the stages (it 
measures about 120 by 240 feet) and 
in the revolving platform on which 
panoramic scenes are to be shot. He 
was cheered by the 1,500 workmen 
for whom the cinema city has meant 
jobs, and thanked by picture execu- 
tives for his boost to the film indus- 
try. 

In anticipation of the completion 
of the Italian Hollywood, which will 
give the Italian industry the means 
for making bigger and better pic- 
tures, Mussolini’s son Vittorio has 
written an article for the pop fan 
mag Cinema in which he expresses 
the hope that the Italian industry 
will rise to the opportunities given 
it in the new equipment of the 
cinema city, by finding a new for- 
mula for the production of films. 

He hopes that the Italians will get 
away from the rut they have gotten 
into of merely transferring legit 
plays and legit actors to the screen, 
and thinks that some formula can be 
found which will spell success in the 
world market. Puts special stress on 
the American market, suggesting the 
Italians do something on the order 
of the German invasion of America 
of a few years back. 

But he warns that such invasions 
need tact. 





studio in Europe, is 





Planter Bill Fait—Now 


Bill Fait, former South American | 


rep for First National, and since his 
retirement an exporter, has just pur- 
chased 10,000 acres of land in 
Grande do Sol, province of Brazil, to 
be used as a castor bean plantation. 

For years Fait represented F-N 
on the lower continent and then re- 
tired, settling in Rio de Janeiro. 


About three years ago he entered ex- | 
port biz on his own, specializing in | 


beauty parlor equipment, and is now 
reported independently wealthy. 


Rio | 


REICH OPENLY 
SUBSIDIZED BIZ 





Unnamed Group Pays $11,- | 
500,000 for Ufa Control | 
—Anonymity Said 
Cloak Official Govern-| 
mental Dommation of the 


Picture Industry 


to} 





TOBIS TO DISTRIB 





| 
| 


Berlin, March 23. 
The Reich has cut out all kidding 
and definitely stepped in to take 
over the entire German picture busi- | 
ness. Reorganization of Ufa has just 
been completed, with the Nazi gov- 
ernment in control. Understood that 
an unnamed group paid approxi- 
mately $11,500,000 for Ufa control. 
which seems adequate recompense, 
Ufa shares being quoted at 73 on 
the local exchange now. Same mys- 
terious purchasers prepared the 
ground in advance by two months 
of vigorous anti-Ufa press campaign 

and buying up of Ufa obligations. 
Unannounced, but the likelihood 
is that Ufa will be assigned to all 
film production in the future, with 

Tobis to handle all distribution. 
Control of Ufa, on the new set-up 
| oes to the Deutsche Bank, but this 
screens an unnamed financial group 
which gets a majority of the stock 
held for more than a decade by 
Hugenberg-Scherl. Latter concern is 
headed by Dr. Alfred Hugenberg, 
former leader of the extinct Nation- 
alist Party, who probably will bow 
out at the May board of directors 


| 
| 
| 


meeting, as will also Dr. Ludwig 
Klitzsch, titular president of the 
concern. 








Mysterious financiers of the affair | 
| are unquestionably the government 
forces, since the Deutsche Bank dis- 
|}avows any interest on its own. 


Tobis’ Takeover in Dec, | 

This is the second decisive Nazi | 
step towards complete control of | 
the film industry. First was a qt. 
takeover of Tobis last December, 
which was not known at all until 
Dr. Joseph Goebbels, propaganda 


minister, publicly took credit for it 
at a Reich Film Chamber meeting 
two weeks ago. In this speech he 
claimed that Emil Jannings, Willy 
Forst and Gustav Grundgens had 
been added to the Tobis board be- | 
cause ‘artistic heads are imperative 
to raise film standards, investors, 
producers, distributors and exhibit- 
ors being subservient.’ 

Ufa’s ‘conservative’ program was 
| officially in disfavor, but the com- 
pany stuck to its guns pretty much 
because it was financially independ- | 
ent of government support. Pro- 
duced some Nazi propaganda pix, 
but not as many or as ardent as the 
government wished. Ufa got away 
with it largely because it felt no 
need to use the Film Kredit Bank's | 
coin, generously resorted to by prac- | 
tically all other producers here. | 
Second largest film company here, | 
Tobis, had a credit of only $2,200,000 
as opposed to Ufa’s $18,000,000. 

Besides, Ufa owns the largest 
studios in Germany, including, 111 
first-class buildings, with additional 
well-organized native and foreign) 
releasing organizations. 

On last year’s government exhor- 
tation to actively bridge the dull 
summer period, Ufa started its 1936- 











*37 program earlier than usual, its 
investments therefore being con- 


siderably ahead of amortization. Al- 
though no 1936 dividends were paid, 
| Ufa shares rose steadily since last 
; fall. 

Tobis counter-balanced the Ufa 
domination locally because of its 
sound patent monopoly, conceding a 
limited number of Klangfilm ap- 
| paratuses to Ufa for studio use against 
a license payment, the rest of Ger- 
many being exclusively a _  Tobis 
sound domain. 

Production competition started five 
years ago, with Tobis gradually 
forming three distributing com- 
panies, Europa, Syndikat and Rota. | 
Europa is the former German Uni- 
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Vienna Raises Contingent Fees; 


Americans Fight for Even Terms 





Rising Costs 

One important factor in the 
reorganization of German films 
is the rising production and 
lowered returns for German 
pictures during the past few 
years. 

Average production costs in 
Germany have gone _ from 
$100,000 four years ago to about 
$200,000. On the other hand, 
about four years ago, German 
film production brought ap- 
proximately $5,000,000, Last year 
Germany admitted to barely 
$1,800,000—and there was some 
question as to whether the 
figure had not been exaggerated. 

Only really good grossers in 
the export trade for Germany 
has been ‘Amphytrien’ (Ufa), 
made in French by a producing 
subsid. 


GERMAN-CZECH 
PIC PACT SET 











Berlin, March 12. 

German-Czech film contract has 
finally come through, providing for 
export of a satisfactory number of 
German pix into Czechoslovakia, as 
well as a limited number of Ger- 
man language films made in Czecho- 
slovikia, to come here. 

Soon as the actual signing takes 
place by the two governments, ne- 
gotiations will be entered into con- 
cerning the release of a few pix 
which were nixed by the Czech 
censors this year and last. 

German-Polish huddles have also 
resulted in a John Hancocking, 
which allows pic-swapping of con- 
siderable advantage to both coun- 
tries. 





Japanese Propaganda 
Shorts for Paris Expo 
Tokyo, Feb. 26. 


Society of International Cultural 
Relations has announced plans for 


| making a number of shorts on cul- 


tural subjects, to be exhibited at the 
Paris exposition, 

Society is largely finance ¢@ by the 
Foreign Office and, as a consequence, 
the reels are expected to be loaded 
with propaganda, 


16 More Woolf Houses 


London, March 14. 
Another 16 theatres go over to 
C. M. Woolf on a deal he has just 
closed with D. J. James, operator 
of a small chain in London and sur- 
rounding territory. 
Circuit has been in the market a 


| long time, and includes houses from 
| 2,000 seats down to under 1,000. 





versal which, with the help of the 
three-year-old Film Kredit Bank, 
financed approximately a dozen dif- 
ferent production companies. Tobis 
Magna is the single exclusively 
Tobis-owned production unit, but 
heavy investment of Tobis’ friendly 
Film Kredit Bank makes a dozen 
other small producers here prac- 
tically subsidiaries of Tobis. 

A few weeks ago Bavaria, of 
Munich, an indie company backed 
Neues Deutsches Lichtspiel 
Syndikat, exhibitors’ association, 
doubled its capitalization, at the 
same time announcing an extensive 
production increase. Other less 
fortunate indie, Terra, is likely to 
further recede into the background. 
Approximately half a dozen indie 
regional distributors probably also 
face absorption or relegation to un- 
importance. 





| 
| 











March 16. 

Americans are plenty 
about future business 
this country. 


Not only 


Vienna, 
worried 
prospects in 


are American 
discriminated against in favor of 
German pics, but the newest film 
decree, to follow a long series of an- 
noying and unfavoring measures, in- 
creases by 25% the contingent fees 
which must be paid for the importa- 
tion of American films. 

Opinion here is that if some sort 
of relief is not obtained American 
business here will be so crippled 
that it will be impossible to con- 
tinue. To get down to figures, this 
contingent fee ranges from $300 for 
one print of a film, with $900 the 
amount which must be paid for 
three or more prints of dubbed film. 
This is in addition to customs duties 
and censor fees, which must also be 
taken into account for they have 
been set a such a high rate that 
Americans find it difficult to operate 
profitably. 

On to this burden is heaped the 
discrimatory action as regards Ger- 
man films, which may be imported 
without paying contingent fees. Al- 
though complete details of such an 
accord have never been made public, 
it is known that a confidential agree- 
ment between the governments of 
the two countries provides for an 
unlimited importation of German 
films into Austria. Austrians pay 
for this by sticking to the Aryan 
laws in local production. 

Americans reason that since Ger- 
man films are now grabbing about 
65% of all the business done in Aus- 
tria, the Germans could more easily 
support the burdensome contingent 
fees and should at least be made to 
compete on equal terms. 

Home product is est liked here, 
but because of the small number of 
pix produced and the short length 
of runs in most houses, a large num- 
ber of foreign films must be import- 
ed to satisfy the trade. Particu- 
larly because they are made in the 
German language, German films 
take second place. 

Pix turned by the Yanks, however, 
do well in Vienna, where nine 
houses specialize in American prod- 
uct. There are 173 cinemas in the 
capital, and Americans feel that, 
given equal competition, they could 
do considerably better. 

One big arguing point which the 
American industry is putting for- 
ward to Austrian authorities is that 
there are no restrictions of any sort 
on entry of Austrian films into the 
United States. If the Austrians say 
they don’t produce sufficient films 
for this to make any difference, 
the answer is that there are no re- 
strictions against the entry of any- 
thing Austrian into the United 
Stytes. They, the Americans, are 
fighting for at least an even break 
with the Germans and insist they 
have every right to get it. 


AUSSIES FLOCKING 
TO SEE CORONATION 


Sydney, March 2. 

Stanley Crick, local 20th-Fox boss, 
leaves this week fo London and the 
Coronation. Will also visit America 
before returning. 

Creswell O'Reilly, Commonwealth 
Censor, left last week on a Corona- 
tion visit, after which he will tour 
America and drop in on Hollywood 
before picking up his shears again. 

Sir Victor Wilson, boss of the Mo- 
tion Picture Distribs’ Ass’n.. sails 
next month for London, but will trip 
to America before going across for 
the big show. 

Reported that Charles Munro is 
flirting with the idea of a trip to the 
Far East and America, too. He would 
take his family aleng, but will not 
go to London. 


pictures 
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“Fay Bainter is magnificent.” 
~Hollywood Reporter 
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AY BAINTER * ESTELLE WINWOOD ~~~ 
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MAYTIME scripting, from the original Mrs. iat ” 
Rida Johnson Young libretto, is a M R 
(OPERETTA) yeoman job, considering the very intature eviews 

Meiro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of Hunt Tha switch on the pry plus the ~ae 
Sivomberg production. Stars Jeaneite Mac- | general verbosity an prodigiousness : _ 

ional Nelso mddy. F e¢ es Joh ag ea ° | © . > (7 y * 
Donald. ve.’ Divectad vy Robert % Leon. | Of the screen production. Maytime’ (Metro). Clickop- || GEORGIE PRICE MARCH OF TIME 


} 
| 
| 

from pla vy | 





eid, Screen play, Noel Langley; 

ty Rida Johnson Young, with music by 
Sigmund Romberg. Added music by Her | 
bert Stothart. Libretto for original Rus- | 
sian opera und added lyrics, Bob Wright | 
and Chet Forrest; French adaptation, 
Gilles Guilbert; vocal arrangements, Leo 
Arnaud: opera sequences, William Von 
Wymetal; dances, Val Raset; musical 
edaptation and direction, Herbert Stothart; 
art, Cedric Gibbons; camera, Oliver T. 
Marsh; montage, Slavko Vorkapich; editor, 
Conrad A, Nervig. At Capitol, N. Y.. week | 
Mareti 18, 37. Running time, 132 mins, i 
BOOTOUR oc cecscccceseecas Jeanette MacDonald 
Pay! - .--+.-Nelson Eddy 
(hake oe John Barrymore 

..Herman Bing 

Tom Brown 

aeeeoe Lynn Carver 

asece Rafaela Ottiano 

rere yr Charles Judels 

"Trentini.. Paul VPorcasi 
Fanchon was Sig Rumann 
Rudyard... . Walter Kingsford 
Secretary ..Edgar Norton | 
Napoleon ..Guy Bates Post 
Mine Fanchon .Anna Demeirio 


‘Maytime’ has so many fine quali- 
fies that its length, occasional lapses 
into the superfluous and betimes dull 
interludes will be acceptable. It’s | 
dandy film entertainment to please 
zIimost every type of audience, and 


should prove a mop-up abroad be- | * 


cause ofttimes the film is more opera 
than operetta. 

The vocal piece-de-resistance, of | 
course, is the Romberg waltz ballad, 
“Will You Remember?’ perhaps bet- 
ter known as ‘Sweetheart, Sweet- 
heart.’ This has been artfully back- 
grounded throughout the extended 
running time by Herbert Stothart, 
who has made this effort his best 
Hollywood filmusical achievement. 
His is a painstaking contribution on 
the musical collaboration, original 
composition and expert interpreta- 
tive score. 

The stars, Jeanette MacDonald and 
Nelson Eddy, are splendid in their 
vocal assignments, It’s chiefly Miss 
MacDonald’s picture. She looks her 
best in the Napoleonic period cos- 
tumes, and is charming in her make- 
up as the venerable old lady, with 
a slightly mysterious past, who 
finally opens up as she counsels the 
petulant Lynne Carver and Tom 
Brown on the wisdom of forsaking 
a career in favor of romance. Eddy 
carries through the worthy impres- 
sion made by this pair in their past 
operetta successes. His robust bari- 
tone again nicely balances Miss Mac- 
Donald’s soprano. 

Histrionically there is also John 
Barrymore in a fat supporting as- 


signment which he makes even 
heftier. He plays a somewhat dour 
mentor of the ambitious prima 
donna. Herman Bing’s_. guttural 
comedy is likewise effective, as 


Eddy’s vocal mentor. (Miss) Lynne 
Carver is a new face and a comer 
among ingenues. Young Tom Brown 
is standard and oke. Charlie Judels 
makes a bit stand out; Rafaela Otti- 


ano is her usually prissy slavey, this | 


time as Miss MacDonald’s worri- 
some maid: Paul Porcasi forces his 
maestro (all too brief, in the fore- 
part) to scintillate. Guy Bates Post 
is buried as Napoleon. 

It requires 25 minutes before the 
story flashes back into its basic ro- 
mance of unrequited love. Still, that 
25 minutes couldn’t be particularly 
hurried in order to set the motif. 
There are larger sequences, how- 
ever, which certainly could be short- 
ened. Not until an hour and a 
quarter has elapsed is ‘Will You Re- 
member?’ first done. Until then the 
tune is merely suggested by inter- 
mittent strains. Despite the heavy 
musical end the press-book and 
Capitol theatre resume of the must- 
cal details indicate how much more 
must have been thrown away prior 
to release. The ‘Huguenots’ operatic 
sequence (Myerbeer, scored by 
Stothart) is one of the major vocal 
highlights. ‘Czaritza’ is the original 
Stothart adaptation from  Tschai- 
kowski's Fifth Symphony into a new 
Russian overa, libretto by those 





The horses have not been spared | 
/on the b.r., and Robert Z. Leonard’s 


direction is an extraordinary achieve- 
ment, for it’s no easy task to fit a 


| simple, bitter-sweet romance into a 
|Grand Central Station background, 
‘and make the combo jell. 
| Hunt - Stromberg - Leonard supervi- 


That the 








/sorial collaboration has achieved 
this is not the least of the credit. 
Abel. 
9 . 
When’s Your Birthday 

RKO-Radio release of David Loew pro- 
duction Stars Joe E. Brown. Features 
Marian Marsh, Fred Keating, Edgar Ken- 
; neds lirected by Harry Beaumont, 
Screen ple y Harry Clork; adaptation, 
Harvey Gates, M. S. Boylan, S, M. Pike. | 
Cartoon sequence, Leon Schlesinger Filin 
editor, Jack Ogilvie: camera, George Rob- 
inson At Musie Hall, N. Y¥., week March 

} 18, "37. Running time, 77 mins. 
Dustin Willoughby......... Joe FE. Brown 
Jerry Grant ..Marian Marsh | 
Larry Burke ntadia OAR a ROR Fred Keating 
Mr. Baatacombe.......0..c0. edgar Kennedy 
Mra. Basscombe........... ..Maude Eburne 
Diane Bosscombe..........S8uzanne Kaaren 
PI se vecdn ce -eeeeeees- Margaret Hamilton 
Tre Se STi ss we 
Ss SOPOT EP PIT errr! Frank Jenks | 
NGS 65a 6a wh eee visecreietevenss Don Rowan 
her ORF MON soe cine eoweseed Granville Pates 
\ Re. WERE. 6s ccscincdouns Charles Judels 
MM, snctkauvinwenaxees s¥aR a beseats Corky 


This is David Loew’s first picture | 


production; also Joe E. Brown’s in- 
itial film since leaving Warner Peos. 
It's a typical Joe Brown feature and 
in the wrong house on this engage- 
ment. Where price and capacity 
dwindle it will be happier. 

Story pattern is much along the 
‘Three Men on a Horse’ theme, only 
instead of a greeting-card rhymer 
the prognosticator in this instance is 
an astrologer, Brown. A good por- 
tion of the slapstick is dated and 
Brown’s role is his usual sappy one, 
doubling as a reader of planets and 
a pork and bean fighter. 

To the picture’s credit is a good 
comedy casting job, Edgar Kennedy, 
doing his inevitable slow burns as a 
Nouveau-riche plumber; Maude 
Eburne, as his wife, and Fred Keat- 
ing, side show barker, lend nice 
laugh support to. a weak structure. 
Keating gets in a dash of sleight-of- 
hand and it’s okay for it’s badly 


; needed. Also helping along is Frank 
| Jenks as bodyguard for Minor Wat- 


son, gambler, who signs Brown to 


| pick race and fight winners via star 


|} the influence of the moon. 


gazing. 

Romantic side is held down by 
Marian Marsh and Suzzanne Kaaren. 
Both do well, Miss Marsh winning 
Brown at the climax. 

Picture starts as a colored cartoon, 
showing conflict of the planets under 
A nice 


| twist opening, setting the theme of 
| Brown's hobby and the fact that he 


|can get by only when the moon is 


|} in ascendancy. It also keys the pic- 
| ture’s blowoff, Brown winning the 
world’s welterweight championship 


while under the inspiration. Scho. 





THE GOLEM 


(CZECHOSLOVAKIAN MADE) 


Metropolis release of A-B Film produc- 


tion, Stars Harry Baur, features CGer- 
maine Aussey. Directed hy Julien Duvivier. 
Scenario, Andre-Paul Antoine: sets, <A 


Androiev; camera Vich and Stalich; music, 


Kumok; English titles, Martin J. Lewis, 
Herman G. Weinberg. At Saath St. 
Playhouse, N. ; week March 20, °37. 


Running time 1 mins, 


Rudolph H. Emperor of Prague..,Harry Baur 


Lang. His Chancellor........... Roger Karl 
Friedrich, Prefect of Police. Gaston Jacquet 
Countess Strada.......... Germaine Aussey 
Trignac, an antique dealer. Roger Duchesne 
Tovaraint, hia servant...ccccciccceced Aimos 
SE LO cn ecceisceseesees Charles Dorat 
Pe OD, WPRTOS cess badecesesucct Jany Holt 
ge Eee ee Ferdinand Hart 





(In French, With English Titles) 
There is a good chance that this 
| film will roll up the best grosses of 


j}any foreign-language fitm in the 
|U. S. in some years. There are a 


vodkaites. Bob Wright and Chet For- | 


rest. This is the major operatic in- 
terlude and Miss MacDonald, Eddy 
and the Don Cossacks make the most 
of it, singing, the French lyrics by 
Gilles Guilbert. 

In between are sundry operatic 
snatches such as in the Latin Quar- 
tier: the ‘Virginia Ham and Eggs’ 


medlev of operatic airs (a la Willie | 


and Eugene Howard), credited to 
Stothart, Wright and Forrest, and 
sung by Eddy: ‘Carry Me Back to 
Old Virginnv,’ as a follow-up to the 
‘Ham and Eggs,’ by the two stars: 
*‘Santa Lucia,’ in the St. Cloud street 
carnival seauence, with a canny or- 
chestration by Stothart medleying a 
pot-pourri of the best known oper- 
atic arias. This is captioned the 
‘Success Montace,’ 
lanses as Miss MacDonald tours the 


number of points in the film which 
are not all they should be; it is by 
no means the best foreign-language 
film to be seen in the U. S. of late. 
but it has b.o. essence the others 
have not. 

Picture’s that of a 
giant built out of clay to protect 
Jews in their darkest hour, is 
especially appropriate at this time in 
the world’s affairs. The motto 
which gives him life, ‘Revolt is the 
right of the slave,’ also has_ its 


main thesis, 





political underlining today. It is this 


/ element which should bring the film 


| And 


indicating time | 


world’s capitals and clicks in a suc- | 


cession of oneratic repertoire. 
Vorkapich’s montage is very 
fective throughout, in supnvort 
Oliver Marsh’s’ excellent 
Once again the light brown 
tinting, which Metro used in ‘Good 
Earth.” is utilized in certain se- 
quences, notably in the St. Cloud 
cornival scene and the ‘Maytime’— 
“Will You Remember?’ waltz finale. 
On the negative side, the maior 
jiem is the needless overlengeth. 
Then. too, the synchronization snes 
awry ina counle of instances. With 
both stars, the robustness of the 
sorndtrack does not always coincide 
with their mouthing of the lvrics. 
Noel Langley’s solo screenplay 


ef- 


considerable patronage 
Jewish and other 
the usual path of French pictures. 
these. added to the French 
trade which should be attracted by 
Duvivier’s name, ought to total into 
nice profits. 

Based on the old Jewish legend. 
‘The Golem,’ in its present film ver- 


from the 


channels outside 


/ sion, does not in any way resemble 


of | the German 
lensing. | too, did well in the U. S. Made by 
sepia | Frenchmen 





silent. That picture, 
this time, it becomes 
almost a different story, though with 


the same Frankenstein base. 


Julien Duvivier, who directed, is 
generally accepted among the top 
French meggers today. He is 


especially good on mob and spectacle 
scenes, and he uses a lot of them 
here. He took his French troupe of 
players to Prague to make this film 
on the ground, and he didn’t stint. 
Made anywhere else in the world, 
the film would have cost two or 
three times the $200,000 expended. 


eretta with Jeannette MacDon- 
ald, Nelson Eddy and John 
Barrymore. Cinch for the 
foreign market also. 

‘When's Your Birthday’ 
(RKO). Joe E. Brown starrer. 
Will fit those houses which al- 
ways welcome Brown. 

‘Her MHusvanc’s’ Secretary’ 
(FN). Giveaway title probably 
will not help sales, and mar- 
quee names lacking. Well made 
and will please on a dual bill. 


‘She’s Dangerous’ (U). Fa- 
miliar crime yarn; upper and 
lower bill material. 

‘Breezing Home’ (U). Mod- 


erately entertaining romance of 


the - racetracks; packs more 
laughs than excitement. 
‘Her Husband Lies’ (Par). 


Ricardo Cortez and Gail Pat- 
rick in heavy melodrama; most- 
ly for duals, but strong. 

‘Navy Spy’ (GN). Snatch, G- 
man yarn, with Conrad Nagel 
starred; for secondary double 
alignments only. 

‘Oh Susanna’ (Rep). Gene 
Autry western with songs. Mul- 
tiple bill stuff. 











But made anywhere else in_ the 
world, the film would have had the 
benefit of better studio facilities. 


It’s not technically that film suf- 
fers, however. It’s a matter of con- 
tinuity. In trying to avoid the same 
patterns as were used in the past, 
Andre-Paul Antoine has put the 
story emphasis on the mad King 
Rudolph, rather than the monster the 
title alludes to. The Golem, as a 
matter of fact, doesn’t appear until 
the last two reels. Then he goes into 
action for a really magnificent and 
moving climax, but it is whetting the 
audience appetite a bit too much to 
hold off for 70 minutes. 

Also, in an attempt to keep the 
story spinning from several differ- 
ent facets at once, Duvivier has em- 
ployed the choppy continuity 
method. This is okay enough for 
those who understand the language; 
it is okay in American films for 
American audiences; but for out- 
siders it is too tough a battle. Eng- 
lish titles help considerably to fol- 
low the yarn, but they, too, are 
handicapped by the fact that the 
constantly switching scene, from the 
court to the ghetto and back, plus a 
number of sideline excursions, limits 
their scope. The titles, too, are of ne- 
cessity, choppy and sketchy. Duvivier, 
in directing, couldn’t be bothered by 
worrying about such things as titles 





or how non-Frenchmen would un- 
| derstand his story. He merely did 
|as good a job (in its native lan- 
guage) as he could. 

Fortunately, Duvivier has the as- 
sistance of an above-average cast. 
There are moving sets, a highly in- 
teresting score and a basically en- 
trancing subject. Harry Baur, ace 
French actor, plays the role of the 
mad king and makes it a genuinely 
outstanding performance. 7 
among the top acting jobs of all 
times, his scene with the clay statue 
(before it is imbued with life) being 
one which will live forever in the 
memories of those who see it. Ger- 
maine Aussey, as his mistress, is only 
so-so, but interesting to Americans 
because she has just arrived on the 
20th Century-Fox lot in Hollywood 
and should be a big b.o. name. She 
is a Gallic version of Dietrich-Garbo, 
as opposed to the ‘sweet’ personali- 


ties of Annabella and Simone 
Simon. She ought to go far; here 
she is handicapped by a script 
which opposes her constantly to 


stronger male personalities and in 
lesser spots. 

Ferdinand Hart, a refugee from 
German legit, plays the part of the 
Golem well, but has little to do. 
Roger Karl is sufficiently brutal as 
Lang; Roger Duchesne is a handsome 
juve: Charles Dorat is a good choice 
for the part of Rabbi Jacob. Kauf. 


THE STREET SINGER 
(BRITISH MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 
London, March 11. 





Wardour release of British National pro- 
duction, Stars Arthur Tracy, Arthur 
Riscoe: features Margaret Lockwood, Hugh | 
Wakefield, Directed by Jean de Margue- 
nat. Screen play, Reg Arkell; original, 
Jean de Marguenat, Paul Schiller; music, 
Rawicz and Landauer; camera, Henry Har- 
ris. At Piecadilly, London, March 10, °37. 
Running time, 85 mins. 

Richard King. ........ -Arthur Tracy 
A Pre eee ee eT eee Arthur Riscoe 
DONNY . w cccvccccsccocess margaret xLackwood 
Perey rer rey cree Hugh Wakefield 
Rh shaved eeshen os adacaneunes Emile Boreo 
Ds ketene sbesbadeisrnans cae Ellen Pollock 
The Pianists.........Rawicz and Landauer 


Policeman Wally Patch 
ys. 2. . See ee ee lan Maclean 
a ae ee .. John Deverell 





A Prince Charming story which 
should have considerable appeal to 
the populace, both here and in 
America, if there is any draw left in 
the name of Arthur Tracy. Over here 
he was a tremendous success in 
variety and broadcasting, and his 
records have a good sale. 

Tracy enacts the part of a stellar 





musical comedy singer who quarrels 








| 








‘Captain Blue Blood’ 

Comedy, Musical 

20 Mins. 

Criterion, N. Y. 
Vitaphone 


This short is a natural for those 
spots needing strong additional ma- 
terial for a program boasting only 
one feature, possessing nice comedy 
wallop, tuneful singing and original 
packs 
loads of originality, rare production 
value and presents Georgie Price at 


music and dancing. Short 


his best. 


It not only is 


natural but neat 
| judgment that Price is permitted to 


20 Mins. 
Music Hall, N. Y. 
RKO-Radio 
This is plugged as a ‘special award 
edition,’ to commemorate the recent 
winning of a Motion Picture Acaqd- 
emy prize by March of Time. But 
that’s strictly for exploitation pur- 
poses, this issue not being a rehash 
of former subjects, nor containine 
anything to point to the award. Ye; 
it’s an okay reel covering three sub 
jects, two of them quite exciting ana 
the third, concerning the abdication 
of King Edward and the worry to 
English industry in the event of 


, has ‘nate > "O- : a 
wholencartedly dominate the pro possible postponement of the corona. 
duction, as the film theatre usher | tion of the new Mae balne te 

who would wed an heiress. In trac- =e 18 too 


ing his family tree as a build-up in 
asking the fair damsel’s hand, story 


dated, by far. 
_ Most interesting portion shows the 
inroads African and Haitian voodoo- 


shows him as Capt. John Smith}; e "te penis = ae Pog 
aboard the Mayflower and later nn My Per gee erm me mate yerer" 
being readied for burning at the |, 3  F Se got 


stake, and as Napoleon about to sell 
the Louisiana territory to the U. S. 
Latter allows for fade-in for color- 
ful setting on New Orleans levee. 

Aside from the finished work by 
the star, which includes several 
songs in Price’s best manner, there 
are some topflight dance ensembles 
staged by Harland Dixon, some 
fancy direction by Roy Mack and 
several lilting tunes including ‘What 
Do I have to Do to Be Loved?’, ‘New 
Orleans’ and ‘Keep Your ‘Wigwam.’ 
A topical song also enables Price to 
do take-offs on radio and screen per- 
sonalities. 

The ‘New Orleans’ number is the 
most fanciful and elaborately staged, 
allowing for a tap team of neat 
ability, the singing of the Frazee 
Sisters and a dancing chorus that is 
an eye-opener for such a brief pic- 
ture. Novel dance arrangements also 
incorporated into the Indian scene. 
Casting is excellent both fore and 
aft. Wear. 


WHEN THE WEST WAS YOUNG 

With Bud Jamison, Charles Sargent 
and Theodore Lorch 

10 Mins. 


Travelog with a new approach. 
It’s about the historic town of Tomb- 
stone, Ariz., and done well. Situa- 
tion is that Jamison and Sargent, 
a couple of harp and guitar pros- 
pectors, bedded down during the 
night, awake in the morning to find 
they’ve bunked on Boothill cem- 
etery graves. About to leave, Lorch 
comes along to tell ’em stories about 
the past. 

Camera catches highlights of the 
town still standing—the old saloon, 
the opera house, the newspaper 
(‘Tombstone Epitaph’), etc. Jami- 
son and Sargent hillbilly a pair of 
tunes. It’s all in color and the sub- 
ject lends itself well to some vivid 
scenic stuff. Barn. 


‘HOLLYWOOD EXTRA’ 
Novelty 
8 Mins. 
Ziegfeld, N. Y. 
Metro 


Silent camera sweeps a series of 
flashes of minor incidents in the life 
of a Hollywood femme extra. How 
the lassies divvy on their coin and 
telephone is glimpsed, without 
arousing any special sympathy or in- 
terest. No comedy side to the sub- 
ject, either. 

Cinderella stuff is for the finish, 
showing an extra landing a studio 
job to show her nifty gams, al- 
though she was hoping for a real 
part. Carey Wilson, off-screen nar- 
rator, is okay. 


Just a filler. Shan. 


SUPER-SNOOPER 
With El Brendel and Monte Collins 
19 Mins. 

Oke comedy from these two vets, 
built around Collins, a dumb waiter 
turned dumber cop, and Brendel, a 
ditto mental vacuum who is a res- 
taurant owner with a penchant for 
correspondence school detectiving. 
Story concerns their attempt to 
round up a bunch of bank yeggs. Lot 
of good funny biz, mostly head 
conking and running into closed door 
variety. 

Everything that happens, happens 
fast. Barn. 





with his leading lady and rushes out 


| of the theatre ciad in the robes of his 


character—a _ beggar. He meets 
Jenny, an orphan, brought up by an 
indigent conjurer. Jenny thinks 
Tracy is penniless and hungry, and 
takes him home for a feed. There 
is contrasting atmosphere between 
the highly paid singer’s house in 
Grosvenor Square and the slums 
wherein reside pretty Jennny and 
her uncle. 

Jenny is sweetly played by Mar- 
garet Lockwood, and there is a first- 
rate low comedy role for Arthur 
Riscoe as her uncle, 

Emile Boreo, in his first try at 
films, almost steals the picture with 
his eccentric comedy, enacting the 
part of a temperamental continental 
impresario speaking broken English. 

Direction has considerable Conti- 
nental flavor, alternating with Brit- 
ish stolidity, which does not always 


blend. 


Production and photography are 
generally commendable. Jolo. 


the idea from a recent special story 
in the N. Y. World-Telegram, even 
flashing that daily’s article, but the 


subject can stand the repeat. It’s 
plenty — hot pictorially, especially 
those indoor and outdoor shots of 


Harlem and Haitian prayer meetings. 
Reel uncovers the voodoo worship 
as a racket for the witchcraft doc- 
tors. latter getting their incomes 
aac the sale of herbs, old bones, 
etc. 

Highly controversial subject of 
child labor also gets an excellent 
play. Method of filming this is good 
propaganda for the proponents of 
the amendment to the U. S. Consti- 
tution for the elimination of minors 
from industry. That one short shot, 
showing a kid working over a buzz- 
saw without safety appliances, is a 
strong convincer, with the argu- 
ments against the amendment from 
the Catholic church and Mass. And 
Vermont state officials tepid in com- 
parison. 

Portion of this issue covering 
England’s recent internal crisis is 
only a rehash af newsreel shots. Now 
that the date of the coronation is set 
and the domestic affairs of England's 
crowned heads are again placid. it’s 
all backwash. Scho. 


HOTEL LA SWING 
Eddie Foy, Jr., Lane, Tree and Ed- 
wards, Mullin Sisters 
Musical 
21 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone 

A judicious cutting job would put 
this variety short in the sock class. 
As it stands it’s too long and draggy 
in the comedy-gab sessions. In the 
singing and dancing portions, it’s ex- 
cellent. 

Warner Bros. Brooklyn studio 
gave this two-reeler swell produc- 
tion job. Features Eddie Foy, Jr., 
with the nitery comedy act of Lane, 
Tree and Edwards, harmony of the 
Mullin Sisters (3), and other special- 
ties lending admirable support. Plot 
entails a troupe of performers pay- 
ing off their hotel rent by working 
at various jobs in the hostelry. Plot 
is dated, but well done. The usuzl 
weak finale of most of these produc- 
tions, then lets it down again. 

Trimmed down to about 15 min- 
utes, this short would be something 
theatres could plug to advantage, 
especially in those localities where 
variety shows are rarities nowadays. 

Scho. 
‘IT’S ALL OVER NOW’ 
Musical Sketch 
20 Mins. 
Palace, N. Y. 
Vitaphone 2018 

Rather too long for its unoriginal 
theme, this skit ambles at a leisurely 
pace through three songs, two of 
which have dance adjuncts. Opens 
with Dan Healy’s bachelor’s dinner, 
after which he buries the ghosts of 
his past in the fireplace, tossing in 
the photographs of the girls he used 
to know. 

As the photographs are shown, the 
scene fades into the incidents of the 
meeting; an unoriginal idea which is 
given no fresh treatment. The out- 
stander is a Cuban bit in which 
Estelle and LeRoy do an intricate 
dance and a not-so-good song. Other 
dance number is Scottish. Third is 
in an Hungarian cafe with a weak 
attempt at a surprise tag. Vera 
Niva, Evelyn Poe and Selma Mar- 
lowe assist. Roy Mack directed. 
Just a filler idea lacking in any 
new twist to make it distinctive, but 
acceptable, though too long dragged 
out. Chic. 
|RUSS MORGAN MUSIC 
With Lewis Julian, Linda Lee 
12 Mins., 
Criterion, N. Y. 

Paramount 
Fairish sample of the type of short 
| that revolves entirely around the 
| music and soloists of a dance or- 
'chestra. Morgan kicks out good ar- 
\rangements and has up-to-the-minute 
notions musically. Linda Lee is cut¢ 
and the slim tenor, Lewis Julian, off- 
sets a high school personality with a 
mature vocal delivery. 

It all takes place inside a night 
club with stuffed moose on the walls 
and extras holding a pose of en- 
thrallmen®. Little production to thes¢ 
band sheegs. They open up the cam- 
era and start shooting. 

Morgan has a pleasant phot: 
graphic f2rsonality to go with h 
nic) music. Land. 
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BREEZING HOME 


(WITH SONGS) 


release of Edmund Grainger 

Features William Gargan, 
Wendy Barrie, taymond 
Directed by Mil- 


Universal 
production, 
Binnie barnes, V 
Walburn, Alma Kruger. 
ton Carruth, Original story by Finley 
peter Dunne, Jr., Philip Dunne; adapta- 
tion, Charles Grayson; music, Jimmy Mc- 
Hugh; lyrics, Harold Adamson; camera, 
Gilbert Warrenton. At, Roxy, N. Y., week 
March 19, "387. Running time, 65 tins. 





| secretary. 


FERM REVIEWS 





too late. Gail Patrick, as his wife, 
furnishes convincing romantic mo- 
ments, and chips in with a couple of 
ballads that are not half bad. 

Only other love theme is the slight 
attempt to show two happy newly- 


| weds, June Martel and Tom Brown. 


Latter, as the young brother of the 

gambler, gives an effervescent por- 

trayal of the braggadocio type. 
Akim Tamiroff is colorful as the 


|}numbers racket visitor from Detroit, 
sans any ex- | 


appearing this time 
aggerated make-up. Dorothy Peter- 
son cleans up in a highly sympa- 
thetic character bit as the gambler’s 
Louis Calhern, Ralf Har- 


| olde, Ray Walker, Jack LaRue, Brad- 


Steve Rowan......- eeeeeees William Gargan 
Henrietta Fairfax....ee.----Binnie Barnes 
Gloria Lee. ..c.eeeeceeecesees Wendy Barrie 
“lint’ Evans.....eeee...Raymond Walburn 
Mrs. Evans...... esssecsececncn deme Kruger | 
Joe MontZomMery..secceseeeeees! Alan Baxter 
‘Speed’... e@coeceece Seaeeeeebeen VE eeeen fest 
Edidie..secceee eeeee beved ces scene Loring 
Pete..cces eeeeesocesccccces Elisha Cook, Jr. 

With horseflesh and _ racetracks 


serving as the main props, ‘Breezing 
Home’ makes fairsome family enter- 
tainment. It’s all built to formula, 
combining a pleasant romance with 
bits of sermonizing about the wrong 


slant taken toward the sport of 
kings. Film should figure as mod- 


erate support for twin bills. 

For a tale that treats with the sub- 
ject of speed, even if it’s only quad- 
rupeds, ‘Breezing’ is anything but a 


ley Page and Adrian Morris head the 


| supporting cast as trigger-men, gam- 


humdinger on pace. It waddles badly | 


after a snappy start and the odds on 
forecasting how it’s all going to turn 
out might be pegged around 1 to 50, 
and even at that it would be a 
sucker bet. The director has done 
more than capably to a story which 
doesn’t lend itself to much molding, 


and the cast carries through with 
neither mishap nor marked appro- 
bation. 


Narrative for the most part gravi- 
tates between William Gargan and 
Wendy Barrie. Gargan is posed as 
a horse-trainer whose devotion for 
the nags is boundless and who scorns 
those who mess it up with vile bet- 
ting. For the third corner of the 
triangle there’s Binnie Barnes, social- 
ite owner of a stable, who under- 
neath that hoity-toity exterior had 
a heart that occasionally misses a 
beat for her moralizing trainer, the 
self-same William Gargan. The two 
dames never seriously come to grips 
on the guy, but the threat is there 
for a major portion of the film. 

What starts the general pother is 
the transfer of a thoroughbred, Gal- 
axy, to a crooked bookie. Gargan 
had been the nag’s trainer with the 
criginal owner and he sticks along 
when the gambler hands the horse as 
a gift to his latest flame, a 


night | 


club singer, Miss Barrie. Through the | 


bookie’s machinations 
spilled in a race and Garvan, believ- 
ing the girl in the cross, quits and 
takes over for Miss Barnes. Miss 
Barrie takes the horse west so that 
it can recover from the banging up 
it got on the track and the gang all 
meet again at Santa Anita. Gam- 
bier’s second attempt at finagling is 
frustrated, Galaxy wins the horse 
and Gargan wins the girl. There’s a 
smackup gag for the fadeout. 

Alan Baxter does okay by the part 
of the crooked bookie, while Ray- 
mond Walburn and William Best ac- 
count for occasional laughs. Jimmy 
McHugh and Harold Adamson have 
a couple melodious interpolations in 
‘Tm Hitting the Hot Spots’ and 
‘You're in My Heart Again.’ Miss 
Barrie yodels them nicely. Odec. 


HER HUSBAND LIES 


(WITH SONG) 
release of B. P. 
Features Gail Patrick, 


Paramount 
production. 


Schulberg | 
Ricardo | 


Galaxy is| 


| lated his victims. 
| payoff, Buck's 





Cortez, Akim Tamiroff, Tom Brown. Di- 
rected by Kdward Judwig. Screenplay, 
Wallace Smith, Eve Greene; story, Oliver 
H. P. Garrett; camera, Leon Shamroy; 
song, Burton Lane, Ralph) Freed, At 
Criterion, N. Y¥., week March 18, '37. Run- 
ning tims, 74 mins, 

Natalie Martin........0.....-.Gall Patrick 
Spade Martin......... pase ee Ricardo Cortez | 
ne . Sea ES rer Akim Tamiroff 
wo one ar eee fom Brown | 
PRG Shak 53 ON acceedeoucées Louis Calhern 
ett iewnsd os 60040604 oa000KN June Martel 
Dorothy Powell.........- Dorothy Peterson 
ey na Ralf Harolde 
SEWN dade en ses bo bauas ..-Adrian Morris 
a ORT EOP Ey Pee ee ese - Ray Walker 
A RNS Se Jack Lalttue 
Pug Page 


Cbaweosdevcecesieda o+eee-. Bradley 


Superb direction and expert acting 
make this familiar fable of big-shot 


gamblers hold more than passing in- | 


terest. Picture’s chief handicaps are 
a doleful ending and absence of b.o. 
name draft. However, it should do 
well, if intelligently exploited and 
Placed alongside another feature. 

ilm was made from an O. H. P. 
Garrett talker of about seven years 
ago under the title of 





‘Street of | 


Chance,’ with William Powell in the | 


role that Ricardo Cortez now plays. 


Cortez gets the break in comparison, | 


because he has the advantage of a 
well-knit story, adroit situations, and 
top-notch direction. 

Original picture was brought out 
to cash in on the Rothstein case, with 
ay: having that as a background. 
n the present version, the ambition 
of a notorious gambler, Spade Mar- 
tin, to see that his 
masters the gambling urge is ac- 
centuated, even to the point of being 
Unreasonable. And the final climax 
does not ring true to life or human 
nature. 

Highlight of the production is the 
crucial stud poker game in which 
the ‘lucky’ but flip young brother of 
the big-time gambler takes the vet- 
eran card players to the cleaners. 


blers and gangster stooges. 

Dialog sparkles, being 
designed for each character. Credit 
for this and the nice scripting goes 
to the late Wallace Smith and Eve 
Greene. Edward Ludwig turned the 
directorial trick. Nice production 
backgrounds and adequate camera 
shooting by Leon Shamroy are added 


assets, Wear, 
Universal release of Buck Jones produc- 
tion Sars Buck Jones Directed by 
Leslie Selander. Story Cherry Wilson; 
screen plas rances Guihan; cameramen 
Allen Thompson and Herber Kirkpatrick 
At Arena, N. Y duals, two days, Mar 
16-17, ’37 Running time, SS mins 
Buck Hallett ee ao , Buck Jones 
Rose Porter..... e ‘ I i Chevret 
Quayle. .... ; suas ..Bob Kortman 
3 Re rere \rthur Avisworth 
Lane Hallett........ ..Robert Terry 
PUN 1a agin 64% 60644 % 6% Enrique DeRosas 
| EE os Pe CURR EERE ELEC OLS Josef Swickard 
WOO BEM 6 08 60 6-40 Cbdseceessees . Lee Phelps 
Pee sa bivdsesaceséevecns ..Harold Hodge 
NU stchecsdevscéesevans Tom Chatterton 
PTGS, ac cccccscccescses Arthur Van Slyke 
og i Serer rr Terr Malcolm Graham 
GHEVORD cecsibieeccccedeetucceceneeese Silver 


Title of Buck Jones’ latest is color- 
less but this film isn’t. While depict- 
ing the usual miracles that visit our 
cactus hurdling actors, ‘Sandflow’ 
gives out with plenty of action, some 
exceptionally good shots of the dunes 
country and happily steers clear of 
the strained comedy relief that is 
too frequently, and often needlessly, 
injected into westerns. Romance is 
also kept under heel until the finish 
leaving plenty of room for Buck’s ca- 
vortings. Maintains the Jones’ 
standard and should do as well as 
predecessors in western slots. 

There are no really bad men op- 
posing Buck in 


that a rustling father acquired while 


building a cattle kingdom. Buck | 
repays each ranch his old man 
filched, checking off the payments | 


on a sombrero on which dad tabu- 
Preceding the last 
kid brother, 
Terry, runs afoul of the law in a 
murder mixup. : 
During the process Jones irons 
out Bob Kortman with the aid of 
Enrique De_ Rosas, 
Mexican crony. Girl, Lita Chevret, 
slips into the picture near the finale 
when her dad’s cowhands capture 
Jones to avert his uncovering the 
real culprit. Single mushy shot 
comes when Buck rides away and his 
brother and the girl are reunited. 
Direction is well handled. 
does as well as the technicians. 
Hurt. 


FRIDERICUS 


(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, March 8. 


Tobis Syndikat release of Dians Film pro- 
duction. Stars Otto Gebubr. Directed by 
Johannes Meyer. Script, Walter von Molo, 
Erich Krohnke; from Molo's novel; camera, 


| Bruno Mondi. Running time, 98 mins, At 
Ufapalast am Zoo, Berlin, 

RU Mea akccccctecscccesecers Otto Gebuhr 
Wilhelmine, his sister........ Hilde Korber 
Marquise de Pompadeur........ Lil Dagover 
Tsarina Elisabeth.... ..Agoes Straub 
Maria Theresia : Kathe Haack 
Count Wallis ‘ .. Bernhard Minatti 
ee Re SS eer ee Paul Klinger 
Re WED cs dvaciedes Carola Hohn 
Sh Ps ¢o0.45.460 66 6040en Lucite Hoflich 
WN WS 5-66.06 5 6:0 65.4004 89 sie Wilhelm Konig 
General v. Dessau... ....Paul Dahlke 
Private Mampe.......... Paul Westermever 
WSO. WOTROUNGR. 02.6 ccaseves Willi Dohm 





(In German) 

In spite of being labeled with the 
censor’s highest predicate, this nth 
version of Germany’s national hero, 
King Frederick the Great, will fold 
up pretty quickly and go running off 
to the sticks. where ballyhoo and 
militarism in the same footage get 
a better hand. 

This time it is 
Seven-Year War, 


of the 
Prus- 


the story 
which this 


| sian King fought against enemies on 


all sides, while pitting his wits 
against those smart femmes. Mme. 
Pompadour, Maria Theresa of Aus- 


|tria and Elizabeth of Russia. 


kid brother | 


Anti-climax is furnished when Mar- | 


tin sits in in an attempt to prove 
that the game is not framed. 

Ricardo Cortez takes full advan- 
tage of breaks given him in his char- 
acterization. Result is a finely pol- 
ished portrayal of an honest gam- 


Privilege of playing Frederick, or 
Fredericus, as he is called here, has 
for years been reserved exclusively 
to Otto Gebuhr. He has by now 
impersonated that character half a 
dozen times on the screen and about 
an equal number of times on the 
stage, for his likeness to the king is 
so striking that he looks like a rein- 
carnation. Of this Jast film it may 
be said that Gebuhbr has never given 
a better interpretation. Of the big 
cast only Bernhard Minetti as Count 
Wallis leaves a clean-cut impression. 

Story treatment has too many 
loose ends and even the best of pho- 


|tography can’t gloss over the artifi- 


“qPler who wanted to quit the racket! that is about all. 


ciality of the sets. especially in the 
camp scenes. Picture will do well 
for Nazi partv organizations, and 


Cast | 


especially | 


the story of two) 
| brothers seeking to erase the stigma | 


Robert | 


knife-slinging | 





Her Husband’s Secretary 


Warner Bros. release 
production, Features 
Roberts, Warren Hull, 
McDonald. Story, 


of First National 
Jean Muir, Beveriey 

Directed by 
Crane 


Frank 


Wilbur; screen 
play, Lillie Hayward; dialog director, Regi- 
nald R. Hammerstein: camera, Arthur 


Todd; editor, Clarence Kolster, At Palace, 
N 





| the lines and acting. Considering 
the material accorded him, he bears 

up remarkably well. Eleanor 
| as his co-worker who's always coax- 
ing him to let her work on the same 
| big naval case, indicates chance of 
| future building though fairly well 
| muffled here. Phil Dunham, former 





. Y., week March 19, ‘37, double bill. . 
Running time, 61 mins. ; Pr | two-reel comedy actor, is a villain- 
Cb PWiks 62060 4 tacks ceca POLE e ey Tean Muir | ous doctor, and Crauford Kent is a 
- 00 qappeadagi ° +eee.-Beverly Roberts | ship captain. Both surmount the 
BATE ass sesecececossrsccosesces Warren Hil | miseasting. Remainder of cast is 
Stevenson. ........02 TeTTTiTT. Joseph Crehan Peer 4 , 
Bebe. MingeGou. .<iceseceas Clara Blandick | ordinary, Wear. 
SUOVOM VIREIOM. .cccnccccos Addison Richards | ane amen 
Dan Kingdon..... ° -Harry Davenport | 
Me MC ok 6 49 6844 660 ohkeee -Gordon Hart | 
Miss Baldwin..........-...Minerva Urecal | FAIR WARNING 
Louise Sit Vatavarwes tauens Pauline Garon : 
SOO s Cn es.diereewace sacedaal Siuart Holmes <Oth Century-Fox release of Sol M 
Wurtzel production Features J Kdward 
a “ Bromberg Betty Furness, John Howare 
Effort is made to heat up the time- Payn Victor Kilian Billy Burrud 
ia ai Directed by Norman Foster Screen play 
worn theme suggested by the title | .v Koster. from magazine story by Philit 
with a forest fire, but it still remains | Wylie; camera, Sidney Wagnet istant 
the trite and overworked story sug- | director, Aaron Rosenberg; editor, Lou 
gested by the label. It’s well made er © Athee ah ell — ae — 
s ° 7 . : Nal es tin bee trookiyvn uA ril 
and i xcellently played, but = still | week March 19. '37 Running time, 70 
doesn’t rate better than top berth in | mins 
a dual. Will have tough trudging on | Matthew Jericho......J, Edward Bromber 
a singleton even in the more remote | ** agg Ts A shee 
spots. Cast is uniformly good, with | Sam POEL ENTS Victor Kilian 
Jean Muir heading, but slightly | Malcolm Berkhardt ......... Billy Burra 
shaded by the more colorful Beverly | - sentnangg Reader ee Sehdicesihn vie = 
' . Grace ‘ MOR wcccodvesee lori 
Roberts. The direction is always | c os Paani ; and \ Go ' 
well in hand and the story and | count Andre Lukacha..... Ivan Lebedett 
dialog are competent, but there is | Dr. Galt ........ccccceeeess lobn hdres 
practically no suspense possible at = So are "eps ‘ — oa ; 
this late day. Story moves smoothly, | Wie Gerkhardt ielah Tayle 
but uneventfully, to its end, when | Miss Willoughby .............. Lydia Knot 
the author does succeed in giving a - > 
neat flash twist to the finish. How- Stereotype whodunit comedy is 
ever, it comes too late to do much | strictly bottom shelf duale: Little 
good The spectator is pretty well | marquee value and hard to see any 


tired out by then, for the forest fire 


fails to whip up much excitement 
and the rest all runs true to pattern. 
Miss Muir is given a colorless as- 


signment which does not permit her 
to hold the advantage of stellar 
placement. She wears some elegant 
gowns and looks charming, but the 
story ties her hands. 3everly Rob- 
erts, the secretary, gets more 
chance in her less frequent appear- 
ances, and Clara Blandick 
to get in some laughs here and there. 
Warren Hull handled capably the 


as 


lead, nicely blending his’ earlier 
Playboy character into the man of 
affairs, but it’s not his fault he is 


merely the man over whom the two 
women battle. One of the minor 
hits is scored by Minerva Ureecal, 


‘Navy Spy’ is one of those produc- 
tions obviously framed fer the 
double bill strongholds, and pretends 
to be little else. As such, it may fill 
in the gap where a secondary feature 
of meller type is desired. It stars 
Conrad Nagel, which is unkind to 
the vet film actor and also to his 
public, because the film provides him 
with few opportunities either in dia- 
log or situations. 


Producer George A. Hirliman has | 


taken full advantage of outdoor 
shots and newsreel clips to furnish 
much of footage in _ this 
dramatic tale concerning a naval of- 
ficer’s kidnaping. Results photog- 
raphically are not inspirational or 
especially exciting. Once the navy 
lieutenant has been snatched by 
foreign agents because he has a 
secret formula, the plot turns into a 
Federal Bureau of Investigation hunt 
to locate the missing officer and 
grab the kidnapers. 

The picture goes inordinately ver- 
bose in striving to drag the G-man’s 
sweetheart (also on the force) into 
the developments and in explaining 


in the script structure and in 
execution, the production 
good old-fashioned _ serial 
There is the 
tory build-up, far-fetched attempts 
to inject humor, daring 
that mean little or nothing and the 
final hair-raising climax as a navy 
boat rushes to the FBI agent's rescue. 
Director Crane Wilbur’s early con- 
tacts with this type of picture prob- 
ably is responsible. 

Outdoor shots of 
wagons anchored off San _ Pedro, 
Calif., are among the most graphic 
and interesting views in the picture. 
Effort to take a view of a train pull- 


tempo. 


the big battle 


| ing into some suburban Los Angeles 


| of cafe 





station is 
largely of 


grotesque, 
shadows. 
interior did 


consisting 
Newsreel chot 
not fit in with 
actual studio sets or folks shown. 
These are among the more glaring 
production deficiences. 

Apparently the burden of concoct- 
ing the plot as well as directing was 
too much for Wilbur because 
dialog is inordinately colorless and 
vapid. Not only is the plot loosely 
hung but it never attains proper 
thrill fare tempo, judged by present- 
day standards 


Nagel, in the role of ace G-Man | 
investigator, carries the burden of | 


manages | 


melo- | 


long-winded explana- | 


escapades , 


the | 


juicy selling angles 

Story relates to murder mysteries 
at a winter resort in Death Valley 
J. Edward Bromberg is the fumbling 
sumshoe who finally unravels the 
clues. Apparent guilt, even for 
initiated detective yarn addicts, is 
diverted to the inn owner who seem: 
too suspiciously innocent. Few spec- 
tators will guess the solution in 
vance—but then maybe they w 
concentrate on it too hard, either 

Both plot and treatment are loaded 


ad- 
mt 


with cliches and majority of the 
comedy fizzles. There are moments 
of fairish suspense, however, and 


several of the cast. including Brom- 

berg and Kilian, fill out their parts 

as well as circumstances allow. 
‘Fair Warning’ is a tip-off title. 





who does an old maid without mak- | Hobe. 
ing her an impossible caricature. | — 
With better opportunities this cast | ’ 
should have come through nicely, SHE’S DANGEROUS 
but the material simply isn’t there. | ae 3 
| It’s all a mechanical and uninspired Universal release of B. M. Asher produc- 
rewrite of previ stories wi é& - | tion Features Pala Birell, Cesar Romer 
previous stories with simi- Walter Pidgeon, Walter Brennan, Dive d 
lar theme, Chic, | by Lewis R. Foster and Milton Carruth 
ersten Original by Murray Roth and Ben Ryan 
scenarists, Lionel Houser and Albert [I 
|} Perkins; camera, Milton Krasner At Colo 
NAVY SPY | nial, N. Y., dual, Mareh 18-22, "37, Run 

: ning time, 68 mina, 

Grand National release of George <A err cece ..Tala Birell 
Condor production Stars Conrad Nawel; Nick Shelton ..ccccsoceesss Cesar Romero 
features, Eleanor Hunt, Judith Allen Dr. Logan ceeccccccccocess Walter Pidgeon 
Jack Doyle. Screen play and direction by ORO” .ccce Cocceses eecccecs Walter Brennan 
Crane Wilbur; associate producer, Sam WOO bchbbeueseéeeses es Warren Hives 
Diege: camera, Mack Stengler. At (Cen- Warden . pds bee wes Samuel SS. Hinds 
tral, N. Y., week March 20, '87, Running | Charles Fitzgerald ........ Jonathan Hale 
time, 5 mins. eer rr Richard Carte 
Rg Conrad Nagel | Renaud TETaTie. re Franklin Pangborn 
Bobbie Revnolds ........ ...Eleanor Hunt District Attorney csccees -Riehard Tucker 
Anno Novna ..... sheeerecesest Judith Allen | Betty ceccccesscceeweceecees June Brewster 
Lieutenant Don Carrington,....Jack Doyle Webb eseere e o...Stanley Andrews 
Ses PORES 6-406446 0 6a e'ecek Phil Dunham | —— 
ch. REL ee Oe Tae Chee Don Barclay | : 
ee, ny eee Howard Lang | This cops-and-robber tale prog- 
COPRIR, TONS 26 kc ovata eeean Crauford Kent | resses but a few minutes when it 


becomes obvious that the looker in 


thief 
| the kick from the plot. Familiar type 


multiple bill grades. 

Tala Birell is on the trail of bond 
thieves. Cesar Romero is the gang 
chieftain. Extraordinary ability is re- 
| quired to surmount story difficulties. 
| This cast can’t make it. 
| Walter Pidgeon, as her romantic 





interest, is unimpressive. 
| Hymer, as the comedy gangster so 
familiar in such stories, and Walter 
Brennan plug the brief comedy gaps 
efficiently. Hymer ranks as the best 
support. 

Miss Birell’s accent is okay and 
befits the foreign character type she 
| plays. Good to look at and should 
have been granted more opportunity 
to drape some atmosphere into the 
| film by showing off her charms in 
'evening duds. She can wear ‘em. 


Hunt, | 


the film rather than being a jewel | 
is a femme dick. That takes | 


| story cannot hope to rise above the | 


Warren | 


| Romero is swishy in those over-hip | 


; pants. Camera got all there was to 
be had. Shan, 


| QUESTI RAGAZZI 


how the gang is to be captured. Both | 
its | 
follows | 


(These Children’) 
(ITALIAN MADE) 
Rome, March 12. 
Film release of Romulus Film 
Features Vittorio de Shien 


Minerva 
pro tuction. 


Paola Barbara, Gluditta’ Rissone Enrico 
Viarislo, Armando Migliari Directed by 
Mario Mattoli. From comedy by tlherards 
(jherardi adapted by playwright miusie 
Giovanni Fusceg, Umberto Mancini; camera 
Arturo Gallea, 

Based on a legit piece by the same 
name, which was a big click. Film 
has lost the subtlety of the play. 


without adding anything new. 
‘These Children’ are an elderly 
romantic pair of lovers, and the peo- 
ple who refer to them that way are 
a modern, much less romantic 
husband and wife. Young couple 
were married because they were 
childhood friends and so used to be- 
ing with each other that they drifted 
into matrimony. Morning after the 
wedding night they decide they 
should never have been married and 
agree to have it annulled. But the 
very idyllic and romantic relation 
between their elderly aunt and her 
doctor friend persuades them, by the 
force of good example, to think it 
over. Couple end by falling in love 
with each other and speaking fondly 
of the older lovebirds 
children.” Unsuccessful. 


young 


as 


Heln. 


| 


“These | Cause 


' man 
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PEPE LE MOKO 


(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, March 12. 
release of 


A Paris Film 


Films Hakim 
production. Stars Jean Gabin; features 
Mireille Balin, Directed by Julien = fru- 
vivier. Adapted from book by M. Ashelbe; 
‘amera, Kreuger, Mare Frossard At Mari- 
vaux, Paris. Running time, UU mins 
ee 2 el Pee ee lean Gabin 
Sk < ca onedas ba tvaecce re Mireille Batina 
EO, 06s ba Ke Coban a chnede te wes .. Line Nore 
BEND, «0s eo civ dciecténéves Lucas Girdoux 
COPING ccvedesncrsuxepnsen Gabriel Gabrio 
The Grandfather. sSaturnin Fabre 
PUOGG . 50 0 6d e Veter wciss COdew ERAS Charpin 

(In French) 

One of the best films produced in 
France this year It is certain b.o, 
in this country and has a much bet- 
ter chance abroad than most. 

Fugitive from the law takes refuge 
in Casablanca’s native quarter to 
head a huge theft ring, only to kill 
himself because he cannot leave with 
the white woman with whom he is 
in love. Role is Jean Gabin's meat, 


and he masticates it well. 

Support, headed by Mireille Balin 
and Line Noro, is of high standard, 
while the simple story is directed 
with dexterity, to make the whole a 
commendable finished product, Pho- 
tography in the main is excellent, 
but the scissors could have been used 
a bit more severely. 

Aided by his grandfather, Saturnin 
Fabre, evaluator of stolen property, 
Gabin neatly molds the character of 
hardened criminal who holds both 
his white and native enemies at bay 
by brutality and harshness, mixed 
with the proper amount of kindness, 
All attempts on the part of the 
French authorities to lure him into 
the open have failed. And because 
of his faithful native mistress, Line 
Noro, native police and _ natives 
themselves, he can never be cor- 
nered in the sector of the city that is 
his prison, 


Charpin, as one native, turns in- 
former in an attempt to get the re- 
ward. But he is murdered when it 
is known that he caused the death 
of one of the criminal’s henchmen. 

Gabin’s troubles start when the 
police descend on the quarter to cap- 
ture him. A tourist, Mireille Balin, 
is separated from her party during 
the raid and is taken into Gabin’'s 
hangout by Girdoux, native police- 


man, for safety. He intrigues her; 
she interests him. He asks her to 
come back. She does. Which re- 


sults in his capture. 
In irons, he asks permission to see 


the girl, She snubs him. He kills 
himself. 

Interesting movement holds 
through the entirety. Life in the 


native quarter, with its squalor and 
intrigues, is particularly well pre- 
sented and photographed. 

As the mistress of a rich Frenche- 
and visitor at Casablanca, 
Mireille Balin walks through the 
picture to leave a good impression. 
Line Noro does well with a difficult 
part. 

Charpin makes a perfect plotter 
and double-crosser, but his work's 
no better than the grafting and in- 
triguing policeman, Girdoux. Hugo. 


_—_ + ——————_-_— 


BLINDE PASSAGIERE 


(‘Stowaways’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 


Tobis production and release. Features 
Pat and Patachon. Directed by Ered 
Sauer. Music, Corcillus, At Casino, N. Y., 
on double bill, week March 5, ‘87, tune 
ning time, 82 mins, 

PROWA WOPH: occccccccce .. Pat und Patachon 
BPO DOOMOON. ck civeteeeedins Hoerrnion 
CMPD co ci ccsceveséscose Genia Nikolajeva 
Mra, Oliva Havkins.,.,.Margarethe Kupfer 
i | ee ee ee etra Unkel 
ye ere Seine Paul Ceblin 
SEU Fibs vied sce ds dabetovets .Mady atl 
Herhert Wendler.........0.0.:. Rudolf Platte 
PRU so cccdcegccensesdabed Carl Auen 
WREDNE s cboncdiceeearsesecdess Giustavy Puetijer 
Koth., Gaston ress 
RO. WARD. +i diwek eee .. Kegon Bresig 
UTWOR. cnccccaseeenss Meysec Hanno 


(In German) 

Pat and Patachon, Swedish com- 
edy team which gained laurels in 
silent picture days in European pro- 
ductions, have turned out an accept- 
able laugh vehicle for the Teutonic 
film makers. This duo and a ver- 
satile supporting cast have been tre- 
mendously helped by the under- 
standing and efficient direction of 
Fred Sauer. Spells okay box-office 
for German-language houses. 

While picture sags considerably at 
the start and again near the finish, 
it is nicely gaited, with adroit situa- 
tions and action judiciously inter- 
mingled in correct proportions. That 
it holds audience interest and braes 
laughs is due largely to the comedy 
sense of these Swedish clowns and 
the director’s orisinal treatment, be- 
cause the gags themselves are ven- 
erable tricks that have seen extended 
use in the slapstick school. 

Both Pat and Patachon are ade- 
quately versed in the art of panto- 
mime, and the depend solely on this 
ability in early scenes. However, 
they also garner just as many 
chuckles when dialog is combined 
with their gyrations and gestures. 
Pat is a tall, gawky Swede, while 
Patachon is a pudgy closely-shaven 
individual. Latter is tops on facial 
mannerisms. 

Story is unimportant because it f« 
employed largely as a framework on 
which to hang the drolleries of the 
misfit pair. Circus is heading for 
South America on a steamer. but Pat 
and Patachon are left behind 
they're only wild animal 
(Continued on page 31) 
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Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, March 23. | 


is a record for the number of pictures getting the gun in any one week. 


Nine pictures were taken out of the cutting rooms and previewed, leav- 


Production activity on the Coast climbed back to normal last week with | ing a balance of 82 in the various stages of editing. There is no indication | 
a total of 41 features before the cameras. This was made possible by the of slowing up or going below normal for many weeks to come as 84 pictures 
placing of 10 new features before the cameras during that period, which | are in the preparation stages. More than 15 of these are slated to get 
started this week. 





Columbia 


One in work, 7 editing, 5 preparing. Started last week: 

‘SHOOTING SHOWDOWN,’ produced by Harry L. Decker, directed by 
Leon Barsha; screen play, Paul Perez. Cast: Charles Starrett, Barbara 
Weeks, Bruce Lane, Ed Peil, Sr., Ernie Adams, Art Mix, Dick Otiller. 

Stery shows Starrett, western sheriff, whose pal, Bruce Lane, is accused 
of killing the father of Barbara Weeks. Latter releases Lane from jail, and 
Starrett, accused of complicity, has his badge lifted. Trio wend their way 
into another locality. They enter the machinations of an outlaw outfit and | 
in time the leader is proven the slayer of rancher, 


Grand National — 





} 





Two in work, 2 editing, 12 preparing. 
Started last week: 

‘THE GIRL SAID NO,’ produced, directed, original story and screenplay 
by Andrew L. Stone. Cast: Grace Bradley, Robert Armstrong, Ed Brophy. 
Gwili Andre, Holmes Herbert, Max Davidson, Alan Rogers, Harry Tyler, 
Tudor Williams, Carita Crawford, William Danforth, Frank Moulan, Vivian 
Hart, Vera Ross. 

Story concerns dance-hall hostess who gets mixed up with bookie who 
promises for $1,000 to put her name in Broadway lights. Intending to 
fake a production, he finds a broken down Gilbert and Sullivan outfit which | 
is running a hamburger joint and enlists their aid. He has a change of | 
heart because the girl and singers are swell people, but it’s too late. He is 
afraid theatre will be closed by police because it has been borrowed from | 
the janitor while owner is away, so he goes on stage, stops the show, and | 
confesses. Gal forgives him, though, because he faced the music, and the 
Gilbert & Sullivan revival pleases the critics so much that an angel takes 
over the show. All ends well with a burst of G&S music and singing. 

Readied to start: ‘BOOTS OF DESTINY,’ ‘STACKED CHIPS,’ ‘PHOTO 
FINISH,’ ‘LOVE TAKES FLIGHT,’ ‘SMALL TOWN BOY,’ ‘WHEN I'M 
WITH YOU,’ ‘SING, COWBOY, SING,’ ‘FEDERAL AGENT NO. 4,’ ‘SWEET- 
HEART OF THE NAVY,’ ‘DYNAMITE,’ and ‘LOOKING FOR TROUBLE.’ 


Metro 


Six in work, 7 editing, 10 preparing. In work: ‘A DAY AT THE RACES,’ | 
reported Variety, Sept. 16; ‘NIGHT MUST FALL,’ reported Feb. 17: ‘THEY | 


In work, ‘HITTIN’ THE TRAIL.’ 








GAVE HIM A GUN,’ ‘BROADWAY MELODY OF 1937,’ reported March 3; | 
‘MADAME WALEWSKA,’ reported March 10. Started last week: 

‘THE EMPEROR’S CANDLESTICKS,’ produced by John W. Considine, | 
Jr., directed by George Fitzmaurice, based on a novel by Baroness Orczy, | 
no writing credits. Cast: William Powell, Luise Rainer, Maureen O’Sulli- | 
van, Bernardene Hayes, Donald Kirke, Barnett Parker, Ian Wolfe, Bert | 
Roach, Frank Dawson, Sidney Bracey, Rollo Lloyd. 

Story, laid in Vienna, has Grand Duke Peter, son of the czar of Russia. | 
held captive by Polish conspirators. For five years a Polish patriot has | 
been Russia’s prisoner in the Siberian mines and is under death sentence. 
Peter, to save his own life, is forced to ask his father for a pardon. Wil- | 
liam Powell is entrusted with the letter to the czar. Luise Rainer. Russian | 
agent, is assigned to get evidence on Powell. She obtains it and recom- | 
mends that Powell be shot on sight. In Vienna, Prince Johann wants to | 
send a pair of candlesticks to a lady in St. Petersburg. Powell agrees to 
take them and hides the letter in one of them, Miss Rainer then offers to 
transport them for the prince. She likewise secretes evidence in the 
other. Sticks are stolen. They turn up in an auction room, with Powell 
and Rainer each buying the wrong one. Powell delivers his message and 
the patriot is liberated, while Rviner destroys her evidence against Powell. 

Readied to start: ‘ONCE THERE WAS A LADY,’ ‘SARATOGA,’ and | 
‘FIREFLY.’ 





Paramount 





Six in work, 7 editing, 10 preparing. In work: ‘HIGH, WIDE AND 
HANDSOME,’ reported Variety, Jan. 13: ‘1 MET HIM IN PARIS,’ reported 
Feb. 3; ‘KING OF GAMBLERS’ and ‘TURN OFF THE MOON,’ reported 
Feb. 24: ‘MOUNTAIN MUSIC,’ reported March 17. Started last week: 

‘NIGHT OF MYSTERY,’ general office production. directed by E. A. 
Dupont, based on S. S. Van Dine’s ‘Green Murder Case’; no writing credits. 
Cast: Roscoe Karns, Helen Burgess, Grant Richards, Colin Tapley, Purnell 
Pratt, Ruth Coleman, Elizabeth Patterson, Harvey Stephens. 

Story portrays Grant Richards as Philo Vance, aided by the bunglesome 
Sgt. Heath, played by Roscoe Karns, solving series of murders. Richards 
wends his way through the maze of slayings to find his suspect, but in 
doing so runs another gamut of killings. Everything winds up satisfac- 
torily in the end. 























PRODUCTION TABLE | 
| | 
(This table shows number of features promised to be delivered 
to exhibitors by the major distributing organizations, and the inde- 
pendent producers contributing product to their producing organiza- 
tions for the 1936-37 season.) 
Balance 
i Pix tobe Stories || 
Number Pix now placed in 
Producers and Number now now inthe before prep- 
contributing of pix com- in cutting the ara- 
companies, promised. pleted. work. rooms. cameras. tion. 
COLUMBIA ...... or 50 21 7 21 
Larry Darmour........ 8 8 ¥ ¥ 5 + 
GRAND NATIONAL.... 44 16 2 2 24 12 | 
METRO MEN NS Be os 0% os 48 19 6 7 16 8 
Mal Reach............. A 2 re i 2 2 
PARAMOUNT .......... 48 27 6 5 10 7 
B. P. Schulberg....... 8 2 ; 6 1 
Emanuel Cohen....... x 3 1 4 1 
Harry Sherman....... 6 2 1 3 1 
Frank Lloyd........... 1 1 ‘ om . 
RKO 2 re 39 11 3 10 15 ‘ 
David Loew.......... 2 1 1 ss, . 
3 George Hirliman...... 6 2 4 1 
1 - 3 1 a 2 1 
SEPUBLIC ............. 536 13 3 10 30 7 
A. wW. Hackel.......... 16 3 13 1 
20TH CENTURY-FOX 63 17 5 8 3 8 
Sol Lesser...... 6 4 ‘ 4 1 
UNITED ARTISTS: 
Samuel Goldwyn...... 7 2 i 4 2 
Walt_r Wanger........ 7 ; i 3 1 
ee 5 2 1 2 2 
Is rcnesecessee 1 * I 
CUSONEOEE . on cee cceeee 2 2 
Korda London......... 6 és - 6 
UNIVERSAL .........+ 44 if 4 y 17 8 
op ee x 1 . 7 1 
_, Sn ienaaaeas 64 44 7 13) 9 over x 
i itcstceseaneas. GOO 4 4i 73 204 85 
/ Yover 
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| from an original, 
writing credits. 


| leading barber. 
| while she does the contests. 
| her she is regional contest winner. 

| Troupe treks to New York for finals. 


| is in the midst of a merger. 


| Scotland Yard inspector, suspects two English gals, Loretta 


RKO-Radio 


Four in work, 10 editing, 9 preparing. In work: ‘THE TOAST OF NEW 


| YORK,’ reported Variety, Dec. 23, and ‘SHALL WE DANCE,’ reported as 


‘STEPPING TOES,’ Jan. 6. Started last week: 

*‘MISSUS AMERICA,’ produced by Al Lewis, directed by Joseph Santley 
‘Lady Average,’ by Jack Goodman and Albert Rice: no 
Cast: Helen Broderick, Victor Moore, Ann Shirley, Alan 
Bruce, William Brisbane, Alec Craig, George Irving, Ray Mayer. 

Story shows Victor Moore and Helen Broderick as a middle-aged couple 
ina small town. Moore is prez of the chamber of commerce and the town’s 
His wife is a nut on contests. He does the housework 
Young radio sponsor reaches latter, telling 
He falls for the daughter, Ann Shirley. 

Broderick goes hi-hat at being cock- 
tailed, etc. 


‘ALL IN CONFUSION,’ produced by David L. Loew, directed by Ed- | 
Florence Rice, | 


ward Sedgwick; no writing credits. Cast: Joe E. Brown, 
Guy Kibbee, Harlan Briggs, Vinton Haworth, Anthony Nace. 

Stery is usual Brown comedy, in role of small town newspaper reporter 
who wins $5,000 in radio essay contest. Guy Kibbee, promoter, learns of 
this and sets out to get a piece of it by getting Brown interested in an air- 
plane factory. 
winds up with an airplane chase after smugglers, scores a beat for the city 
paper and gets the girl. 


Readied to start: ‘THERE GOES MY GIRL,’ ‘SHE SANG FOR HER) 
SUPPER,’ ‘YOU CAN’T BEAT LOVE,’ ‘GOING, GOING, GONE,’ ‘TO- 


MORROW’S HEADLINES,’ ‘NEW FACES OF 1937,’ and ‘SUPER SLEUTH.’ 
Three in work, 10 editing, 8 preparing. 
LORAN’ and ‘ROUGH RIDIN’ RHYTHM,’ 

Started last week: 


‘CAPPY RICKS,’ produced by Ralph Staub, directed by Burt Kelly. orig- 
inal by Peter B. Kyne; screen play, Lester Cole. Cast: Georgia Caine, 


In work: ‘MICHAEL 


reported Varizty, Mareh 17. 


| Mary Brian, William Davidson, Frank Melton, Lyle Talbot, Phyllis Barry, 
| Walter Brennan, Duke York, Frank Shields, Howard Brooks, Don Rowan. 


Stery has Walter Brennan (Cappy Ricks) returning from a two-year 
yacht cruise to find his household awry. His general manager is being 
dominated by his mother; his daughter has been kicked out of college and 
has aired her fiance. His home has been redecorated, much to his lament. 
He finds his lifelong enemy now owns 51% of his shipping company and 
He takes everyone on a cruise. He fakes a 
fire, and isolates the entourage on an island. Things turn out hunky-dory. 

Readied to start: ‘GUN SMOKE RANGE,’ ‘RHYTHM IN THE CLOUDS,’ 
‘GANGS OF NEW YORK,’ and ‘ROMANCE ON THE RUN.’ 


20th Century-Fox 


Five in work, 8 editing, 9 preparing. 
‘WEE WILLIE WINKIE,’ 





In work: 
reported VARIETY, 


Jan. 27; ‘THIS IS MY 


AFFAIR,’ reported Feb. 24; ‘SHE HAD TO EAT,’ reported March 17. 
Started last week: 
‘LOVE UNDER FIRE, produced by Nunnally Johnson, directed by 


George Marshall, screenplay by Gene Fowler and Ernest Pascal from an 
original, ‘Fugitive,’ by Walter Hackett. Cast: Loretta Young, Don Ameche, 
Peter Lorre, Joseph Schildkraut, Frances Drake, Gilbert Roland, Borrah 
Minevitch, Walter Catlett, George Barbier, Katherine De Mille, Harold 
Huber. 

Story concerns gem thief in Spain during the revolution. Don Ameche, 
Young and 
Frances Drake. He falls in love with Miss Young, thinking her to be the 
criminal. 

‘ONE MILE FROM HEAVEN,’ produced by Sol Wurtzel, directed by Alan 
Dwan, screen play by John Patrick and Lou Breslow from an orig by Judge 
Ben Lindsay. Cast: Claire Trevor, Bill Robinson, Fredi Washington, Eddie 
Anderson, Paul McVey, John Carradine, Joan Carrol, George Sparks, Joan 
Felt. 

Story shows Claire Trevor, gal reporter, discovering that a white child 
is living with a Negro woman, reputedly its mother. A Negro grocer brings 
charges against the supposed mother, resulting in the child being restored 
to its authentic parents. In the washup, the Negro woman goes along as 
the child’s nursemaid. 


United Artists 


In work: ‘WOMAN CHASES 





Three in work, none editing, 5 preparing. 


| MAN,’ reported as ‘THE WOMAN’S TOUCH,’ Variety, Feb. 24; ‘THE PRIS- 


ONER OF ZENDA,’ reported March 17. Started last week: 

‘VOGUES OF 1938," produced by Walter Wanger, directed by Irving 
Cummings, screen play by Sam and Bella Spewack. Cast: Warner Baxter, 
Joan Bennett, Helen Vinson, Alan Mowbray, Mischa Auer, Alma Krueger 
Jerome Cowan, Marjorie Gateson, Dorothy McNulty, Polly Rowles. 

Story depicts Warner Baxter, New York fashion arbiter, tossed into the 
duplication racket. It is played for comedy throughout with musical inter- 
ludes, made in technicolor. One of Baxter's employes is bootlegging his 
fashions. Baxter’s wife forces him to put her in a show, which flops. 

Readied to start: ‘STELLA DALLAS,’ ‘HURRICANE,’ ‘LET ME LIVE,’ 
and ‘GONE WITH THE WIND.’ 


Universal 


Four in work, 9 ediling, 9 preparing. In work: 


‘WINGS OVER HONOLULU’ and ‘THE ROAD BACK,’ reported Variety, | 


Feb. 3; ‘OH, DOCTOR,’ reported March 3; ‘THE COP,’ reported March 10. 
No new pictures started last week. 

Readied to start: ‘LOVE IN A BUNGALOW,’ ‘CARNIVAL QUEEN,’ ‘100 
MEN AND A GIRL,’ ‘HEATHER OF THE HIGH HAND,’ ‘WEST COAST 


LIMITED,” untitled Boris Karloff pic; ‘I COVER THE WAR,’ and ‘AR- 
MORED CAR.’ 

Seven in work, 15 editing, 8 preparing. In work: 

‘THE SINGING MARINE,’ reported Variety, Jan. 27: ‘ONE HOUR OF 


ROMANCE,’ reported March 3: ‘THE DEEP SOUTH’ and ‘WAR LORD,’ re- 
ported March 10; ‘LIFE OF EMILE ZOLA’ and ‘EMPTY HOLSTERS,’ re- 
ported March 17. Started last week: 

‘LADY LUCK,’ produced by Bryan Foy, directed by Louis King. eriginal 
and screen play by Roy Chanslor Cast: Barton MacLane. Ann Sheridan. 
Peggy Bates, Dick Purcell. Walter Cassell, Lottie Williams, Eugene Jackson. 
Charles Foy, Addison Richards, James Robbins. 

Story concerns nag named Lady Luck. Barton MacLane. gambler. falls 
in love ggy Bates, small-towner. He gives up gambling and weds 
the gal. It’s too much for his blood, however, so he rolls up a big stake. 


Wife leaves, taking money. He follows her only to learn her brother is a 
bookie. At the track in an attempt to get latter to forfeit his profesh. 
MacLane learns Lady Luck, alwavs one of his hunch bets, is running. 
MacLane learns the nag has an injured leg and buys it. In the washup 
MacLane and his wife are happily divorced, and she marries her child- 


hood sweetheart, Walter Cassell 


Brown becomes local correspondent for Chicago daily and | 


O’HAL- | 


Studio Placements 


Hollywood, March 23. 
Joel Sayre, scripting untitled yara, 


‘ 





Samson Raphaelson, treating ‘Ab- 


| sence Without Leave,’ Col. 
Peggy Stratford, Bud Jamison, 
| Bobby Jamison, Bobby Watson, 


Edith Craig, Snowflake, Billy McCall, 
Bobby Callahan, Edward Laughton, 
Charlie Chase comedy, Col. 
Houston Branch, screenplay of 
first Wallaby Jim picture stories, GN. 
Claudia Dell, Vince Barnett, ‘Boots 
| of Destiny,’ GN. 


| Al Martin, screenplay, ‘The 
| Shadow,’ Alexander-GN 

| Henry Brandon, ‘Madame Walew- 
| ska,’ MG. 

| Barnett Parker, Ben Hall, Billy 


Gilbert, ‘Madame Walewska,’ MG. 
| Robert Montgomery, ‘Wedding 


| Dress.’ MG 
Erville Alderson, George Davis, 
| Egon Brecher, [Ten Wulf, Henry 
| Stephenson, Donald Kirk, Mitchell 
| Lewis, Frank Reicher, “The Em- 
| peror’s Candlesticks,’ MG. 
| Virginia Faulkner, adaptation, 
‘You Made a Bargain,’ MG. 

George Oppenheimer. screenplay, 
| ‘The Umbrella Man.’ MG. 

Johnny Peters, “The Old Soak,’ 
| MG 


Ricardo Mandia, Mickey Daniels, 
Jap Uvnson, Frank Anthony, ‘Missus 
America,’ RKO. 

Daisy Butford, 
York,’ RKO. 

Charles Middleton, ‘Looking 
Trouble,’ Hirliman-RKO. 

Joseph Crehan, Harry Worth, 
| Chester Clute, “There Goes My Girt,” 
| RKO. 

Ron Ferguson, treatment “The See- 
ing Eye,’ RKO. 

Edward Melcher, 
| trailer yarn, RKO. 

Robert McGowan, 
Lady.’ RKO. 

Jack Norton, Cliff Nazarro, Monte 
Collins, George Chandler, Clem 
Bevans. Nellie Breen, ‘All is Confu- 
sion,” RKO. 

John Twist, scripting ‘Glory Com- 
mand,’ RKO. 

Irving Brecher, 
Faces of 1937.’ RKO. 

Anthony Pawley, Claire Rochelle, 
Will Stanton, ‘Cappy Ricks,’ Rep. 

Hedda Hopper, Olaf Hytten, 
| George Beranger. Lynn Roberts, Ra 
| Hould, Guin Williams, ‘Dangerous 
| Holiday,” ‘Rep. 
| Henry Blankfort, Jr., 
titled yarn, Rep. 
| Jack Muthall. ‘From Now On,’ Rep. 


of New 


‘Toast 


or 


writing auto 


‘Vivacious 


| 


scripting ‘New 





scripting un- 


Escar and Elmer (Ed Platt and 
Lou Fulton). radio team, ‘Gun 
|; Smoke Ranch,’ Rep. 

Warren Hull, Helen _ Lowell, 
| Michael O'Halloran, Rep. 
| Marie Astaire, Charles Meyers, 


| Curley Dresden, Monte Blue, ‘Rough 
Ridin’ Rhythm,’ Rep. 

Hal K. Dawson, Ward Bond, Sam 
Ash, Charles Arnt, ‘Mountain Music,” 
Par. 

Ralph Remley, ‘King of Gamblers,” 
Par. 

Ruth Alder, “Turn Off the Moon, 
Par. 

Luis Aiberni, ‘Easy Living,’ Par. 

Abem Kandei, scripting “The Last 
Train from Madrid,’ Par. 

Howard Lindsay, Russell Crouse, 
script, ‘The Big Broadcast of 1938, 
Par. 


Eve Greene, Harlan Ware col- 


labing screenplay, ‘Gentlemen for 
Hire,’ Par, : 
Ben Blue, ‘Artists and Models, 
Par. 


George Anderson, ‘Night of Mys- 
tery,’ Par. 

Chick Chandler, Ray Walker, Rus- 
sell Hopton, Harry Stanton, Paul 
Sautter, Bob Murphy, Dave Knicht, 
Bernard Doherty, Eddie Dunn, John 


Carradine, Eric Wilton, ‘One Mile 
from Heaven,’ 20-F. 
James Flavin, ‘Angel's Holiday,’ 
20-F. 





Charles Williams, Dorothy Gray, 
|Mark Strong, Mary McCarthy, Sid- 
| ney DeGrey,. ‘Jones Family in Big 
| Business.’ 20th-F. 

Billy Watson, Hal K. Dawson. Bob 
| Perry, Ralph Remleyv. Bob McCluns, 
| Eddie Hart, Frank Mills. Robert Bat- 
|tier. John Hamilton, ‘She Had to 
| Eat.’ 20-F. 

Ben Taggart, Lee Shumway. David- 

son Clark, Monte Vandergrift, Ivan 
| Miller, Phillip Morris. Robert Mid- 
| dlemass. “This Is My Affair,’ 20-F. 

June Brewster, ‘Escape from Love,” - 

| 20-F. 


Harold Huber Borrah Minevitch, 
Don Alvarado. Katherine De Mille, 
‘Love Under Fire.’ 2?0-F. 


Berton Churchill, ‘Everybody Sing,” 
20-F. 

Monte Montague, ‘Wild West Days, 
U. 

Charles Irwin. Franklin Ardell, At 
and Bernard Kikumi, Pabe Reed. 
Grace Cunard, Granville Zates, 
Bruce Robinson, ‘Wings Over Hono- 
luiu,’ U. 

Charles Sherlock, 
Pudge White. John 
Tackson, Frederick 
Farley, ‘The Cop,’ U 

George Waegner, treatn 
ning Pollock novel, 
Gentlemen. U. 


Jimmy O'Catty 
Kellv. Selmet 


Burton, Jim 


ent Chan- 
‘Synthetic 


Felix Jackson, treatment ‘A Queen 
at 14.” U. 

Spring Byineston. William Bene- 
dict. ‘The Road Back.’ U 

Montague Love, Donald Crisn, 
Gale Sondergaard. Grant Mitchell 
William von Brieken Alexander 
Leftwich, ‘Life of Emile Zola” WB 
| Claudia Simmons, Willard Robert 
| son Thine Chamberlain Rohert 
oe ‘rfield, Frank Doe, Owen King, 
The Deep South” WB 
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By Epes W. Sargent 








Spring Is Came 
St. Louis. 

Emerging from the Lenten season 
which took a heavy toll from every 
amusement enterprise in this heavily 
populated community, Manager 
‘Chick’ Evens and Jimmy Harris, 
p.a., unleashed a nice exploitation 
campaign for MG's ‘Maytime and 
for first time in ages Loew’s unlim- 
bered and decorated the front of 
house. Thousands of artificial spring 
flowers gave entrance an inviting at- 
mosphere and set off posters and dis- 
plays in fine style. Be 

Evens and Harris obtained mailing 
list of Municipal Opera Association 
and sent postcards with good selling 
copy direct to those who frequent 
the al fresco opera in Forest Park 
year after year. Members of house 
staff also sent 500 similar cards to 
friends and asked them to tell of 
greatness of screen feature. Every 
daily rag in town was cracked for 
feature stories and art and some of 
these appeared a week before pic 


ened. a : 
oP Newspaper advertising included 
national campaign outlined from 


New York and augmented routine 
local campaign. Special trailers were 
used 10 weeks in advance of open- 
ing and Loew’s also went on the air 
plugging the pix, transcriptions from 
New York being used two days be- 
fore opening. Several co-op ads were 
obtained from leading downtown de- 
partment stores; ‘Maytime copy_was 
printed on all menus used in Wal- 
green’s chain of drug stores; 3,000 
door hangers were hung on autos all 
over town; 8,000 exchange heralds 
were distributed through current 
edition of Liberty magazine; 3,000 
Screenland magazines carrying pix 
of McDonald and Eddy on front 
cover were distributed; 50,000 circu- 
lars were placed in all outgoing par- 
cels at A.P.’s chain of grocery stores 
and 20 11x14 Apeda enlargements 
were planted in good downtown 
windows. ; 

House also had a hookup with 
town’s most exclusive jewelers which 
carries a line of silverware called 
‘Maytime.’ Displays also were plant- 
ed in all music shops and 5 and 10 
stores and 500 Vicks display posters 
were posted in that many drug 
stores. Besides a Greyhound bus 
plastered with 24s traversing the 
downtown loop, 24s were posted in 
windows of four vacant shops in 
business district. 





Plugging a Shortie 


Charles Pincus, of the Capitol, Salt 
Lake City, hooked the local DeSoto 
dealer to a $500 supporting cam- 
paign when he showed ‘Horsepower 
and Horse Sense,’ prepared by the 
National Safety council and dealing 
with road hazards. Not clear 
whether it is an advertising film for 
DeSoto or merely uses that car in 
the demonstration, but it’s newsy 
enough to make the pure reading 
pages of the newspapers as a matter 
of public policy. 

Auto agent took a full page for a 
starter, chiefly advertising the house, 
but telling of the short. Also put a 
car in the lobby and reported 30 
sales during the week’s run. 





Building Up 

As usual, Jack Harrower expands 
his exploitation section in the new 
Film Daily Year Book, adding the 
cream of last year’s stunts to those 
already collected. It forms a com- 
pendium of practical stunts which 
will yield a definite campaign on 
almost any picture or quicken the 
imagination to lead to adaptation 
and improvement. 

It is a department almost any man- 
ager can use and something most of 
them need. Harrower knows the 
game and picks with a skillful hand. 


Showed the Light 


An exceedingly effective stunt 
was worked out for ‘Green Light’ at 
the Empress theatre, Owensboro, 
Ky., by Charles Mensing and his 
electrician, Robert Elder. 

Starting from the roof of the the- 
atre, a red light circled the flagstaff, 
to burst into a green light when it 
reached the top. In the evening 
nothing could be seen of the layout 
except the light, and it stopped the 
citizenry dead in its tracks. Simply 
arranged, if there is a flagstaff, and 
fits in with the title admirably. 

The Empress is one of the former 
George A. Bleich theatres, now oper- 
ated by Warners, 


Enlists the Nobles 
Wichita. 

_J. R. Burford, Fox Theatres execu- 
tive in Wichita, and Harry Sefton, 
manager of Orpheum, planning with 
Midian Shrine here to sponsor 
Hollywood premiere’ of Grace 

oore picture, ‘When You're in 
Love,’ at Orpheum March 29. Both 
Burford and Sefton are Midian 
nobles, 

Premiere starts week of Shrine 
activity in behalf of national drive 
for funds for Shriners’ Hospitals for 
Crippled Children. 











Flasher Novelty 


Quite a lot of excitement was cre- 
ated in one lobby recently with a 
flasher sign in which half the letter- 
ing of an announcement was done on 
a mirror set in a shadow box. The 
remainder of the lettering was on a 
card below, and was reflected in the 
mirror only when a flasher lamp was 
on. It was a simple trick, but it had 
them guessing as to just how it was 
done. 

Chief item was to get the lettering 


on the card to connect with that on | 


the mirror. This was done in the 
sign room by setting up the box with 
the blank card in place. A ruler 
was placed on the card and moved 
until it coincided with the top of a 
line of lettering. A light line was 
penciled in and the ruler moved to 
get the bottom line. That gave the 
exact measurement. As there were 
only three lines of announcement, it 
was a comparatively simple matter. 
The card was then removed, the let- 
tering painted in at the spaces indi- 
cated, and the card replaced exactly 
as it was. When the light was on, 
the full sign could be read, and a 
long flasher was used to give a slow 
reader a chance to get the message 
at one look. Best placed slightly 
above the average eye-level, as the 
mirror must be tilted to an angle of 
45 degrees to catch the reflection. 

A somewhat similar flasher can be 
arranged with half the _ lettering 
back of a translucent panel, but this 
is not quite as effective unless a too- 
strong light is used to force the sec- 
ondary lettering through the screen. 

Even simple effects will give a 
strong build to a lobby display, and 
the more effectively this is done the 
better the result. One manager gets 
up trick effects such as this and 
after use lays them off to stores ata 
small rental or in return for window 
showings of his own material. 





Build for Opening 


Rivoli last week made much bally- 
hoo ado in news. build-ups over 
‘grand’ opening day of remodeled 
and newly equipped house. Manager 
E. Petite ran excellent news ads in 
local sheets outlining in striking de- 
tail the various and sundry improve- 
ments pic house had_ undergone. 
Petite then stressed the big pix 
house had coming soon, All of which 
spelled no end of attention to the- 
atre. 

Best trick of the week, however, 
was Manager Dick (Carolina) Lash- 
ley’s local angle puff on ‘Three 
Smart Girls’ pic. Two column, five- 
inch art of two of his well-known 
and locally liked staff projectionists, 
Guy Bryson and Lewis Machen, are 
seen in photo examining spool of 
‘Smart Girl’ pic and supposedly fig- 
uring out how many feet of film they 
will have to run off after story hits 
screen. Smart caption has Bryson 
and Machen supposedly saying to 
theatregoers: ‘We know we've got 
something here and we advise you to 
come early because we've screened 
this picture, and know it is going to 
break the house record.’ Gag good, 
but art failed to crack the press 
gratis as the well-known old ‘(adv.) 
is after copy. 





Doughnuts and Fizz 


Norfolk. 


Champagne and doughnuts have 
featured in recent give away ex- 
ploitation for ‘Champagne Waltz and 
‘On the Avenue’ at the Norva Thea- 
tre. In radio and press ads the 
management has stressed that be- 
tween 7 and 9 p.m. the free distri- 
bution would be in order. ; 

Real champagne flowed during the 
opening night of ‘Champagne Waltz, 
advance bally boosting b.o. returns. 
Some comedy entered into hook up 
with Hall Bakery on doughnuts as 
moving picture fans and_ fanettes 
stood in lobby eating fresh dough- 
nuts, 





New Digest 


Starting his campaign on the en- 
velope, Leon J. Bamberger mailed 
out ‘The Trade Paper Digest’ with 
a large corner card and nothing to 
suggest that it was advertising. 
People looked with interest for a 
new idea, but the Digest was merely 
a reprint of pages from the various 
trade issues all tending to prove that 
‘When’s Your Birthday’ was some- 
thing big. Entire pages were used 
instead of merely compilations of 
the reviews. } 

Pretty safe to say that no issue 
went unnoticed. Which, of course, 
was what Bam was figuring on. 
Slick work. 





Lenten Move 


Salt Lake City. 

As a good-will stunt, Capitol the- 
atre will be the scene of daily morn- 
ing Lenten services, beginning March 
22, conducted by the Salt Lake Min- 
isterial association. 

Services will begin at 11:45 a.m. 
with a music program. A different 
speaker will appear daily, with or- 
ganists from various churches as 
guest musicians, 








Interleaved 


Paramount sent down to Miami 
an attractive booklet for distribution 
to the members at the MPTOA con- 
vention. Printed in bright colors and 
smartly phrased, the book gives the 
remainder of the current season’s 
output and a survey of the highlights 
for the next selling period. Small 
enough to go in a coat pocket, and 


hence not so likely to be thrown 
away. 

A novelty is interleaving with 
two-inch strips the width of the 
page, each with a cartoon and a 


greeting. These slips stick up from 
the page and fairly insist upon at- 
tention. It’s a new idea and a valu- 
able attention-getter at a time when 
attention needs to be captured. 





Seeks Song Sweeties 


Columbus. 

A search for Columbus’ Singing 
Sweethearts is being used to arouse 
interest in the Jeanette MacDonald- 
Nelson Eddy filmusical, “Maytime,” 
coming to Loew's Ohio Friday. 

Co-operating with the theatre are 
the Columbus Dispatch and radio 
station WBNS. Four pairs of ‘sing- 
ing sweethearts’ were chosen at au- 
ditions last week, with the finalists 
appearing Wednesday evening. Win- 
ning team will go on WBNS pro- 
gram, ‘Day Is Done,’ the same eve- 
ning, sing with Roger Garrett organ- 
logue and in prologue to film when 
it hits Ohio theatre. 

Lots of newspaper space in the 
Dispatch and frequent spot. an- 
nouncements on WBNS all helping to 
create interest in contest and film. 





BEHIND 


the KEYS 





Denver. 
Dave Cockrill, owner of the Den- 
ham, first run, and the Alpine, 
neighborhood, has taken over the 


Plaza from Paul Hoppen. 

Denver branch of National Display 
has been closed, and Manager Ben 
Perlman has left for New York to 
seek a job. 

C. G. Doty, who resigned as city 
manager in Santa Fe for Gibralter 
Enterprises, is now doing publicity 
work for the J. H. Cooper Enter- 
prises in Lincoln, Neb, 

John Taylor, former city manager 
for Fox Intermountain in Salt Lake 
City, has been transferred following 
the sale of the Orpheum and Studio. 
His new position is city manager in 
Sheridan, Wyo., where he replaces 
William Fowers, who goes to Ster- 
ling, Colo. 

M. R. Boneaker will open a new 
theatre in McCall, Idaho, about 
June 15. 

Frank Northrup, who has remod- 
eled an old theatre building in Holly, 
Colo., will have the reopening about 
March 25. Northrup also owns a 
theatre in Syracuse, Kan. 





St. Louis. 

Walter Norton has ebtained Gem, 
New London, Mo., from W. H. Yager, 
and Gem, Winfield, Mo., from 
Charles Rudolph. 

Paul Mussey, Casey, Ill., has pur- 
chased Lincoin, Martinsville, II1., 
from W. A. Prince, and the Dixie, 
West Union. IIl., from Charles Prevo. 

Florine, Flora, Ill., recently dam- 
aged by fire, reopened. 

George Klobe has taken over Cen- 
tral, Altenburg, III. 

Marlow Amusement Co., headed 
by John Marlow, has reopened An- 
nex, Herrin, Ill., and Hippodrome, 
Murphysboro, III. 

Miss Mary Kidd now operating 
Stonington, formerly Gem, Stoning- 
ton, Ill., which had been shuttered. 

Athens, Athens, Ill, taken over 
recently by Woodruff & Mertz cir- 
cuit, has shuttered indefinitely. 

F. Finfrock has disposed of State, 
Altamont, IIl., to Ned Easley. 

J. Smalley, Bowling Green, Mo., 
has purchased Van Buren, Van 
Buren, Mo., from K. H. Wilkinson. 


Omaha. 

New assistant ad-sales manager in 
the Twentieth-Fox Omaha exchange 
is George Meng. Formerly worked 
in the ad-sales for Fox in Minne- 
apolis. 

Carl Reese has returned to the 
sales force of the Omaha Twentieth- 
Fox exchange. Past few months 
Reese has held the post of manager 
of Grand National Omaha exchange 
which position he took after taking 
leave from the Fox company. 

Vacancy at Fox was due to de- 
parture of Hymie Novitsky who goes 
to Republic-Midwest as co-owner 
and manager of the Omaha office. 

Grand National as yet has made 
no announcement concerning new 
manager. 








Montclair, N. J. 

Claridge, Warner house, has wired 
40 seats with Acousticon theatre 
phones for the hard of hearing. Dic- 
tograph product includes both bone 
and air conduction for the two types 
of deafness. First- theatre in this 
sector to be so equipped. 





Los Angeles. 

Harry Milstein and Albert Mellin- 
koff have purchased the Torrence 
theatre in nearby Torrence from D. 
B. Vanderlip. They plan a chain of 
indies. Milstein recently quit as lo- 
cal branch manager of National 
Screen Service. 





Atlanta, Ga. 

Considerable excitement at Lucas 
& Jenkins’ Capitol Thursday (19) 
when patron, Raymond E. Todd, 51, 
veteran traveling auditor for South- 
ern Bell Tel. & Tel., suffered a fatal 


heart attack. He died on way to 
hospital. 

Completion of 6,500-seat City 
Auditorium has been promised by 


WPA officials by June 15. 








Hollywood. 

Louis Berkoff (formerly the Berk- 
offs, vaude), who operates 
Tosca theatre (nabe) here, 
a store building remodeled on Fair- 
fax, which he will convert into a 
600-seat theatre. House, to be called 
Esquire, will be in competition to 
Fox-West Coast’s Fairfax, block and 
a half away. 

Willard Osborne, manager of Cali- 
fornia theatre in Pomona, has been 
transferred to West Coast in San 
Bernardino. He replaces Bob Arm- 


| strong, resigned. Lewis Gillespie has 


been upped from. assistant manager 
at Sunkist theatre, Pomona, to the 
California managership. 

Principal Theatres will erect a 
550-seater in Porterville. It will 
serve as an outlet for both first and 
second run pix in the town where 
the Principal already has one house. 





New Haven. 

Paul Hodges now assistant man- 
ager of Roger Sherman, succeeding 
Gene Brassil, recently appointed 
manager of Empress, Danbury. 

Globe, midtown shooting gallery, 
folds up April 1 as a result of lease 
of property to clothing store chain. 
House has been in operation almost 
since inception of pictures and has 
always run at a profit. 

Lincoln, 300-seater which has tak- 
en a crack at everything from Little 
theatre movement to WPA produc- 
tions, now showing foreign films, 
with foreign stage fare pencilled in. 





Greenville, S. C. 

The Liberty Theatre, local colored 
flesh-pix house, reopened this week 
after extensive remodeling. House 
celebrated occasion with special mid- 
night show for white people putting 
on flesh revue billed as direct from 
Cotton Club, New York City. 





Spokane. 
Al Baker, Fox theatre manager, 
is on two weeks’ leave to take the 
body of his wife, Alta, 31, to her 
home in Kansas City, Mo., for burial. 
He will go on to Washington, D. C., 
to visit his parents. Mrs. Baker died 

Feb. 21 after an extended illness, 





Long Beach, Cal. 
Fred Rapport resigned as manager 
of the Fox West Coast's United Art- 
ists here after holding down spot 
past five months. At same time Doug 
Kimberly quit as manager of cir- 
cuit’s Imperial theatre here. 





Stan Brown has been named 
manager of the West Coast in Long 
Beach. He formerly was district 
manager for the Tri-State chain in 
the midwest. 





Atlantic City. 

A new motion picture theatre to 
cost about $50,000 is to be erected 
near the government's $1,700,000 
model home village nearing comple- 
tion. Harry A. Greenberg, a Phila- 
delphia theatre man, who makes his 
home here, will operate the new 
house. 





Akron, O. 

Two new deluxe theatres involv- 
ing an expenditure of approximately 
$400,000, are under construction in 
Akron. Work has already been 
started on the Highland under the 
direction of Don C. Wallace. The 
Akron, is to be built close by. 





Columbus. 
Westmont, 822-seat nabe house on 
west side, will open March 28. Owned 
by Clarence A. MacDonald, who 
operates Thurmania, Arlington and 
Southland theatres here. 





Brandt Theatres Circuit’s three ad- 
ditional picture theatres in New 
York: 79th St., being entirely re- 
modeled; on 23l1st street, off Broad- 
way, and on 23d street and 8th ave- 
nue, leases for periods of 21 years. 





Circuit now total 69 theatres. 





Fed the Eds 
Getting out of the beaten track the 
Loew publicity office staged a 


luncheon at the Victoria hotel last 


week for some 25 editors of local 
sheets not comprehended in first 
flight. Some were dailies, but most- 


ly the weeklies were represented, the 
combined circulations running 
around 325,000. 

Ostensible reason for the luncheon 
was a telephone interview with 
Deana Durbis in Hollywood, with 
Gene Murphy glued to the receiver 
and transmitting the questions and 
amplifying the answers. Stunt was 
for the benefit of ‘Three Smart Girls’ 
opening in the Loew nabes. Hotel 
put the lunch on the cuff for the ad- 
vertising received, so the chief ex- 
pense was for the telephone call. 
Made a lot of good will and helped 
boost the showing. Old stuff for the 


small towns by new in N. Y. 
And No One Did 
Lincoln. 


Ike Hoig tricked up a novel idea 


| to exploit the short ‘You Can't Get 
| Away With it.’ 
; the La | rig up a card 

is having | 


Had the sign shop 
about twice the size, 
and of the same physical aspect 
of a hotel ‘Do Not Disturb’ sign. 
Hoig took it with him every day to 
lunch and dinner, eating in different 
places. Hung his coat in plain sizht 
and then hung the sign ‘You Can't 
Get Away With It’ on the rack. Dare 
attracted quite a bit of attention and 
talk, 


Marching with Time 
Omaha. 
‘March of Time’ is proving itself 
more useful to exhibs by providing 


somewhat more than a press-book in 
its Photo-Revorter issued in con- 
junction with the film’ releases. 


Louise Cotter at the Brandeis put the 
issue to use by employing it as a 
teacher’s guide for eighth grade and 
high school pupils. School first was in- 
tended only for high teachers, but on 
suggestion from superintendent's of- 
fice copies are now provided both 
pupils and teachers in high school 
and in eighth grades. A natural for 
ischool tie-ups. 


Borrowed Art 


New Haven. 

Ben Cohen went arty for a stunt 
on ‘Rembrandt’ at the College. In- 
veigled local art dealer into a loan of 
a flock of Rembrandt reproductions, 
which covered a large section of 
lobby, all mounted on a plush drape. 

As a plug for ‘When You're in 
Love’ at Poli’s, Bob Russell scouted 
around and dug up a couple married 
48 years. Had them as guests and 
played up the romance angle for a 
tie-in with title. 





Cost Nothing 


Irving Windisch got out a herald 
for ‘The Great O'Malley’ at the N.Y. 
Strand that was distributed through 
the city by Postal Telegraph boys 
in return for a couple of ads fea- 
turing the Easter greetings at a flat 
two-bit rate per message. 

Printing costs were defrayed by 
use of ads, mostly from concerns un- 
der obligation to the house, so the 
stunt cost the theatre practically 
nothing. Kicker was a reprint of the 
new traffic regulations. 


Bus Bonus . 


Wichita. 
Patrons of Miller. Palace and Or- 
pheum, downtown Fox theatres, may 
obtain two free bus tickets by buy- 
ing show ticket at regular price from 
bus driver. 


Tickets good only after 7 p. m. on 


= days except Saturday and Sun- 
ay. 


Stand-Up Readers 


Spokane, Wash. 
Ray Howes, assistant manager at 
the Granada, takes advantage of the 
scarcity of the new Life magazines 
to promote an attraction getter.. 


Under caption ‘Two Ways to Enjoy 
Life, Read It Here and Go to the 


Granada,’ he mounted a whole issue 
of the magazine, using two to make a 
complete job. He keeps it up to 
date, having a new one on the day 
of publication. 


Lighting the Way 


Hollywood. 

Timely exploitation stunt was 
pulled by Mel Murphy of Warners 
Hollywood theatre for current en- 
gagement of ‘The Green Light’ when 
he promoted couple of standard 
street traffic lights from the city and 
installed them on the sidewalk under 
the marquee. 


Lights, fully equipped, were hooked 
up to synchronize and kept flash- 








ing the green light as a bally for the 
pic. 
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Pettijohn Tells ‘Em Off 





ciary committee hearing. 


them with their families. 


shown in Ohio. 


to $12. 


tion or distribution of pictures. 
jections. 


evidently for profit. 
the Tiffany franchise. 
‘This is not an Ohio bill. 


with the same instructions. 
picture business. 





A picture of how major producers and distributors sized up the 
situation regarding the plea. of some independent exhibitors for an 
Ohio law that would divorce these production-distribution companies 
from operating their affiliated circuits in that state was presented 
by Charles C. Pettijohn, of the Hays office, at the Ohio house judi- 
: Request of indie exhibitor spokesman for 
a continuance of this hearing, because witnesses were not present, 
received a thorough going over by Pettijohn, who said: 

‘Pete Wood has not told you where those witnesses are nor has he 
claimed they are physically incapacitated. These witnesses are a few 
dissatisfied exhibitors who claim they are being mistreated by pro- 
ducers and distributors and who now are in Miami, Florida, most of 
Wouldn’t it be nice if we could all be down 
there with those poor exhibitors and hold this hearing on the beach? 

‘There is no business in the world in which so many ‘dumb clucks’ 
have made money as in the motion picture business. 
been said about the producers and distributors who sometimes risk 
their all on one or two pictures to deliver them to the doors of these 
theatre men—the product with which they so easily make a living. 

‘Ohio theatres that are being complained about here are the first- 
run theatres that pay from $5,000 to $12,000 for first run of pictures 
The few complainants in Ohio are fellows who get 
these same identical pictures during the same playing season for $5 
No wonder they can go to Florida. 
sibility to see that the show goes on. 

‘Nothing is said in this bill about exhibitors going into the produc- 
If they did, we would have no ob- 
The same fellows who ordered this bill introduced in Cal- 
ifornia and other states are today engaged in selling motion pictures, 
Some time ago they sold what was known as 


It was not drawn by anybody in Ohio. 
There is no demand for it by Ohio citizens or Ohio theatre owners. 
It was drawn by a little lawyer in Washington, Abe Myers, and sent 
it to Pete Wood with instructions to get it introduced in the Ohio 
legislature just the same as it was sent to five or six other states 
Myers has no investment in the motion 
He never made, never sold nor ever exhibited a 
motion picture in his life—neither has Wood.’ 


Nothing has 


They have no respon- 








Divorcement Bills Still a Bugaboo, 
Although Held Unconstitutional 





Although 11 state legislatures have 
adjourned for the year (except in 
one state where adjournment was 
for 50 days only), the threat of di- 
vorcement laws that would prevent 
producer-distributor companies from 
operating circuits still continues in 
five of the remaining states still in 
session. And there is a threat of 
introducing a similar theatre circuit 
divorce bill in Illinois. 

However, the threat of having the 
measures declared unconstitutional, 
as now outlined, probably will halter 
efforts to pass these divorcement 
bills in all excepting one and pos- 
sibly two of the five where the issue 
still is up for consideration. 

North Dakota is the only state to 
pass a law compelling production- 
distribution companies to get out of 
the theatre business within its 
boundaries. The governor hasn't 
signatured the law although the at- 
torney-general has ruled the meas- 
ure unconstitutional. 

The attempts of independents in 
Indiana to shove through one of 
these circuit divorcement laws failed 
because the legislature adjorned be- 
fore the senate acted on the bill. It 
had passed the house in that state. 

Following hearings on the bill in 
Ohio last week, industry leaders in- 
dicated hope that it would be de- 
feated after all angles had been out- 
lined to committee solons. Film in- 
dustry, particularly major compa- 
nies having circuit affiliations, were 
worried over the setup in Ohio be- 
Cause of the large amount of theatre 
interests in populous key spots in 
that state. 

Other states having divorcement 
laws pending are Minnesota, Cali- 
fornia, Wisconsin and Michigan. 
Anything can happen in Minnesota, 
according to concensus of opinion 
among industry chieftains, while 
Wisconsin also is regarded as a dan- 
8erous spot with the question a toss- 
t it will pass or be de- 
seated. In all of these states the 
_ of adjournment is largely up to 
he endurance of the solons with no 
imit Set as to adjourning date. 

Legisiatures in Arkansas, Indiana, 





eoana, North Dakota, Oregon. 
“ennessee (for 50 days), West Vir- | 
Sihia, Wyoming, Washington, New 


Mexico and Utah have adjourned for 
the year. 





Neb’s 3 Pix Tax Bills Up 
Lincoln, March 23, 


Hearings started today on the tax 
bills which will take $620,000 from 
the film biz in Nebraska annually if 
passed. There are three bills; one 
asking 10% of the boxoffice gross, 
another 10% of the gross film rental, 
and the third, $1,000 annually from 
each distrib as a license fee. 

In friendly hands, the bills are up 
before the revenue committee of 
which Senator William F. Haycock, 
a showman himself from Callaway, 
Neb. (Star), is chairman. Lobbyists 
Bob Livingston and his attorney, 
Max G. Towle, have been virtually 
assured that the $1,000 license bill 
will be shelved. 





Mo. Blue Law Yoided 
St. Louis, March 23, 


Blue laws which prohibit sales of 
any kind on Sunday, including the- 
atres, drug stores, filling stations, 
etc., were repealed by city council 
of Columbia, Mo., last week, and 
thus ends dispute between Mayor 
R. S. Pollard and Prosecuting At- 
torney Edwin C. Orr concerning who 
should enforce regulations. Mayor 
Pollard requested city’s legislative 
body to repeal laws, asserting Orr 
was passing buck to him on en- 
forcement. Prosecutor said council 
acted wisely in wiping old law off 
books and that way was now open 
for legislation to meet present day 
conditions. Orr, who had previous- 
ly referred complaints to Mayor 
Pollard refused to act under state 
blue laws of 1825 because he would 
be forced to close every establish- 
ment in town on Sundays. 





Del.’s Studie Yen 
Dover, March 23. 


Motion picture producers establish- 
ing studios in this state are offered 
a 15-year tax grace by terms of a 
bill introduced in the Delaware Gen- 
eral Assembly. Measure was spon- 
sored by Representative William R. 
Ringling, of Millsboro. Back of it, it 
is understood, is Ed Davis, Milford 
business man. Last summer Davis 
announced that he would attempt to 
bring to Delaware the studios of 
some of the producers who are in- 
corporated in the state, 





POINT TO THAT 


Flock of Legislative Restric- 


—Exhibitors 
merly Seemed Capable of 
Coping with Problems 





BOLTING THE ORG. 





Chicago, March 23. 

Following a series of tough deals 
handed the Exhibitors Association 
(local Mction Picture Theatre Own- 
ers of America group), the indie Al- 
lied exhibitor organization, headed 
by Aaron Saperstein, has openly de- 
cided to work out its own negotia- 
tions in the future on all political, 
municipal, labor and administrative 
problems. Since the resignation of 
Jack Miller as chief of the Exhibi- 
tors Association, the local exhibitors 
have received several serious blows. 

In quick succession the exhibitors 
locally got swift kicks from the 
authorities, and each time the kick 
resulted in box office injury. What 
makes the situation especially bitter 
to the exhibitors is the fact that 
in the past the picture industry here 
has had most cordial relations with 
the city fathers. Only in recent 
months has the trouble started. 

Worst blow to local exhibitors re- 
cently was the municipal ban on 
bank nights. screeno and other coin 
stunts. There is no question among 
the exhibitors that this matter could 
have’ been straightened out satisfac- 
torily for all concerned if the nego- 
tiations had not been bungled. It 
was well understood around town 


okayed for 
until the 
stepped in. 

Banko was only the start. Then 
came the sudden ordinance from the 
city council banning smoking in the- 
atres. Theatres had built up a con- 
siderable patronage for their smok- 
ing loges and balconies, but over- 
night the theatres awoke to find it 
kicked out. 

Street cars, buses, elevators and 
department stores are jammed with 
people all the time, yet all of a 
sudden the city health department 
forbids any theatre lobby holdouts 
whatever. Customers can’t even sit 
in chairs in the lobby or stand in 
the lobby if waiting for a friend. 
The city didn’t say anything about 


continuing 
Exhibitors 


giveaways 
Association 


lobbies in office buildings being 
jammed; only singled out the 
theatres. 


No Labor Trouble—Yet 


Thus far there have been no labor 
difficulties, but the exhibitors feel 
that this has been due to the super- 
vision of John Balaban, who has al- 
ways handled labor matters for Bal- 
aban & Katz, and Aaron Saperstein, 
who has been the long-standing ne- 
gotiator with the unions for the 
indie houses. 

Within the Exhibitor Association 
there now remains only B.&K., War- 
ner Bros., and the Harry Balaban 
group, besides a handful of indi- 
vidual houses, but since the with- 
drawal of Jack Miller its influence 
has dropped precipitously. Essaness 
circuit, the top indie circuit of the 


town, has quit and joined Allied. 
Jones, Linick & Schaefer circuit is 
also an Allied member now. 


Both these circuit heads and the 


indies feel that there were many 
things they didn’t agree with Jack 
Miller about. but that Miller gave 


the exhibitors genuine service over 
a number of years in the manner of 
warding off governmental curbing. 
Latest blow which indicates the 
strange new resentment that has 
sprung up among Chicago official- 
dom towards show business recently 


Charter Jubilee executives to deal 
with Balaban & Katz-Great State: 
on a plan to select a ‘Miss Chicago’ 
and ‘Miss Illinois.” Charter Jubilee 


entire cost of this contest. which is 
to be statewide, yet when a tie-up 








ETTIN THE Biz? 








tions Harassing Theatres | 
Ass’n_ For-| 


that everything had been practically | a stinging blow at the independent 


| group’s 








|}engender too much cut-throat stuff.’ | 
| he said. 


| however. 


is seen in the refusal of the Chicago | 


| since Morris Leonard, president of | on Saturdays, Sunday 


committee was prepared to stand the | 


INTI-PIX MOVES {Majors Seem Certain Ohio's Bill 


For Divorcements Locks Quashed 


+ 





March 23. 
Fate of Ohio’s proposed film di- 


Columbus, 


MG’s ‘Marines’ Coming 

= vorcement bill was believed sealed 
Hollywood, March 23. 

Robert Taylor and Spencer Tracy 

have been set to play marines in ‘U. 

S. Smith,’ which James K. McGuin- 

ness will produce from a script be- 


ing prepared by Morris Markey. 


when the judiciary committee of the 
House of Representatives failed to 
act on the measure following a hear- 
ing on the bill last Wednesday (17). 


Charles C. Pettijohn, counsel for 








Psa Harlow will be the chief | wi Hays, left here Wednesday 
night after expressing confidence 
that the committee’s action in post- 
| poning debate means that the bill 

CEMENT IN| has been stopped and will die in 


committee. 


Pettijohn’s presence here to pre- 


WIS LOOKS COLD! sent the producers’ case before the 
« 


House committee was indicative that 
the major circuits regarded the hear- 


ing as a show-down on the divorce- 
Milwaukee, March 23. 


After a veritable storm at a hear- 
ing before the senate committee at 
Wisconsin’s state capital, Independ- 
ent Theatre Owners of Wisconsin, 
pressing for legislation to prevent 
producers and distributors from op- 
erating theatres in the state, found 
their proposal virtually washed-up. 

Labor leaders rallied <o the de- 
fense of the chain operators by de- 
claring that the producer-operated 
theatres gave their employes better 
wages and more satisfactory work- 
ing condition. These comprised the 
projectionists, musicians and electri- 


ment business. 

Because of Ohio's large population 
and the many key operations in the 
state, the majors seemed to feel that 
quashing of the bill 
greatly strengthen the 
cause in other states in which simi- 
lar legislation is pending. 

The victory for the Northwest Al- 
lied in pushing a divorcement bill 
through in North Dakota was brand- 
ed unimportant by Pettijohn during 
his visit here, for the reason that 
major companies have few theatres 
in that state. 


here would 


producers’ 


cians. Ed. J. Brown, representing 

the International Brotherhood of Showmen’s Conclave 
Electrical Workers, declared unions Other biggies who converged on 
have always had trouble with in-| Columbus for the hearing Wednes- 


dependent theatre owners. 

Attorney Ben J. Miller ,represent- 
ing the Wisconsin Amus. Enterprises 
and the Warner-Saxe theatres, tossed 


day included Nat Holt of Cleveland, 
RKO; Frank Drew of Cleveland, 
Metro; Ike Libson, Cincinnati theatre 
owner; W. A. Finney, western di- 
vision manager for Loew's; Jack 
Connolly of Pathe News, and Henry 
Ulmer, representing independent 
theatre owners opposed to the bill. 
The case against the bill, as present- 
ed by Pettijohn before the House 
committee, rested on the challenge 
that the proposed bill is unconstitu- 
tional. 

Bill not only violates the Ohio 
constitution and the 14th amendment 
of the U. S. Constitution by annulling 
property rights on the sole grounds 
that the person is lawfully engaged 
in another and allied enterprise, ac- 
cording to the Hays counsel, but in- 
fringes on the copyright law by de- 
nying the right to give a perform- 
ance of a copyrighted work in Ohio, 

Indies’ case was presented by P. J, 
Wood, secretary of the Independent 
Theatre Owners of Ohio. Wood told 
the legislators that unless help comes 
to the small theatre owner he faces 
extinction before the monopoly 
wielded by the eight large produc. 
ing-and-theatre-owning companies. 

He said that 101 of Ohio's 743 film 
houses are owned or controlled by 
these eight producers and that this 


lawyer-business manager, 
Ray Tesch, when he produced a bul- 
letin advising members of the inde- 
pendent organization to “turn on the 
heat and the pressure” which a state 
senator declared “advised the use of 
coercion on the senate.” Tesch of- 
fered his apologies to the committee; 
he assumed entire responsibility for 
issuance of the bulletin. 

Though the committee reserved its 
decision on the bill, which, if en- 
acted, would make the operators of 
a chain theatre liable to a fine up to 
$5,000 or a jail term, it is the general 
consensus among independent opera- 
tors as well as chain operators that it 
will be defeated. 





Here’s How 1 Indie 
Feels About That 
Divorcement Stuff 





Philadelphia, March 23, 


Leading indie here—exec of | 14%, of the total theatres accounted 
United Motion Picture Theatre| for 46% of the total gross last year. 
Owners—said he would fight any at- Wood also charged that the major 


tempt to 


pass bill divorcing pro- | producers contribute almost nothing 
ducer-distribs and exhibs in Penn-| to the state in taxes. Cited figures 
sylvania. Outburst caused by North | to show that eight companies, while 
Dakota action and introduction of | grossing $12,000,000 last year, paid 
similar measures in various other | only $1,600 in taxes. 


state legislatures. 

Indie said he felt such a move just 
a boomerang. Distribs’ houses, he 
declared, not generally going in for |lay, where Wood charges that indies 
giveaways and games. With flock | were either forced into bankruptcy 
of indies competing, they'd be forced | or driven to sell out. 
to give everything but seats and Martin Bloom, Cleveland attorney 
projection machine to keep up with | for the projectionists’ union, spoke 
the guy around the corner. ‘Would | afainst the divorcement bill. 

The Senate judiciary committee 
followed the House’s lead on the 
hearing on the bill. which would ree 
move newsreels from 
Action was postponed. 


Circuits were scored for their in- 
vasion of smaller Ohio cities, such as 
Lima, Portsmouth, Sidney and Find- 





Doesn’t seem strong possibility that 


such bill would pass in Pennsy, censorship. 





Idea 
Philadelphia, March 23. 

Bill has been introduced in Pennsy 

| legislature to outlaw admish hiking 


; ennsy's New 
with B.&K. was suggested the com- vunaty's ae 


mittee shook its collective head with 
great finality. 
This was 


particularly surprising 


and holidays, 


| the Exhibitors Ass'n, who also serves | Referred to committee on law and 
as real estate attorney for B.&K.,| order. Whether it wiil be reported 
has always appeared to be a close | out seems up in air at present. Three 


friends of Barnet Hodes, corporation 


Philly reps were introducers, 
counsel. 


O’Brien, Falkenstein and Donohue. 
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AMUSEMENTS UP NEARLY $200,000,00 
PER YEAR, ACCORDING 10 U.S. FIGURES = | 





a MPTOA Convention 


(Continued from page 6) 
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business for these distribs because 
of their concession might wake the 
others up and wear down their re- 
sistance. 

In Oscar Lam’s report on unfair 
trade practices, the Rome, Ga., ex- 
hibitor asked the investigation of the 
use of 16 mm. releases to non- 
theatrical accounts in competition 
with regularly operated theatres. It 





week’s convention, it may be that a 
closer feeling of affinity will spring 
up, resulting in the likelihood of one 
future national organization instead 
of two. It is known that several ex- 
hibitors attended this convention 
who are members of Allied and were 








and others, speeches bearing on op- 
erating problems, conditions and 
aids to theatre management and ex- 
hibition, were delivered by Hal Kop- 





Census Shows 25‘, Tilt in Virtually Every Major a 
Branch of the Show Business—Employment, 
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impressed with the stand taken by 
MPTOA leaders. 

One question that a 1ses is wheth>r 
or not Allied exhibitors may begin 





developed under discussion that ex- 
hibitors are too frequently put on 
the spot locally when schools and 
other non-theatrical accounts are 


pin of Wometco Theatre here; Roy 
L. Smart, of the Kincey-Wilby or- 
ganization; M. A. Lightman, Mem- 
phis chain operator; Brownie Akers 


Payrolls Up with More Spots Open 


: , : Washington, March 25. Mexico—were confined to the six- 
to swing allegiance to the MPTOA, furnished lists of current releases on | of the Griffiths circuit in Oklahoma; Amusements made a nearly $200,-| digit class, _ 

away from Allied, this in the end | 16 mm. film and then find they can’t | Percy Philipson of London, England; 000,000 per year comeback between| Further evidencing the industry 
possibly suggesting the disintegra- ; get this film because it is booked 1933 and 1935, with grosses rising | Comeback, Census counters found 
tion of the severely radical Allied. | tocally. The theatres are blamed and | erator; Arthur H. Lockwood, New substantially in every major branch | Dumber of states with grosses over 

Although it may be desired, a|may suffer locally and civically,| England exhibitor; Henry Anderson, and number of functioning spots | $10,000,000 jumped from 11 in 1933 
merger between the MPTOA and recommendation made by Harvey | insurance executive with Paramount, 


Allied is a rather doubtful possibil- 
ity, however. 
Resolutions 


Resolutions on the radio evil, 10- 
point program, score charges, pre- 
ferred play dates and cancellation 
privileges brought forth among 
MPTOA leaders suggestions for ac- 
tion that may put the distribs in a 
serious spot and have them vieing 
with each other to get business by 
making grants which they have been 
able to sidestep up to now. 


In connection with fighting radio | 


competition under a resolution la- 
beled ‘Familiarity Breeds Contempt,’ 
exhibitors urged that a clause be in- 
cluded in contracts to the effect that 


where songs, plots or picture per- | 
sonalities were put on the air, the | 


account reserved the right to cancel 
the picture. Jules Michaels. of Buf- 
falo, who was active on the NRA 
code, proposed this move and it will 
be up to a committee of three to 
be appointed by Ed Kuykendall for 
meetings with producers to deter- 
mine whether or not such a threat 
may be carried through. The thoucht 
was that exhibs refuse to sign with 
producers who wouldn’t agree to 
such a clause. 

After long discussion of the radio 
matter, with not a single exhibitor 
delegate believing radio helps rather 
than hurts, it was decided that a 
Kuykendall committee of three meet 
with all producers to make demands; 
and that a copy of John C. Flinn’s 
message to the MPTOA, in last 
week’s VARIETY, pointing out the 
dangers of uncontrolled radio com- 
petition, be sent to all distributors 
and theatres. One of the important 
angles developed was that picture 
stars long have avoided making 
too many fiiys a year for fear of 
tiring their audiences, yet these 
same stars are on the air 13 
to 39 weeks every year, and 
aren’t apparently worried that this 
might wear out their welcome. Ed 
Fay, of Providence, moved adop- 
tion of the radio resolution and Ben 
Berinstien of Los Angeles seconded 
it, resolution being passed unani- 
mously. R. V. Harvey, of San Fran- 
cisco, new director of the MPTOA, 
made one suggestion which the 
committee under this resolution will 
probably weigh. This was that ex- 
hibitors try to kill pictures that are 
aired by giving them the poorer 
playdates and as little publicity as 
possible to the exclusion of pictures 
that aren’t aired. Kuykendall de- 
clared that he has not decided who 
will go on the radio committee. 
Saying that he wants to give the 
matter much thought and to select 
the right men. He is now back in 
Columbus, Miss., but is expected in 
New York shortly. 

Toe Tolerant? 

Charging that Kuykendall had 
been too tolerant on the 10-point 
program under which the distribs 
have thrown a few small bones to 
the exhibitors, it was recommended 
that action be demanded immediately 
and that distribs who gave the most 
be favored with business. In this 
connection, it was also advised that 
exhibitors quit fighting legislation in 
behalf of producers unless distribs 
were ready to play fair with their 
accounts. A resolution was ado; ted 
to redouble efforts to obtain all con- 
cessions under the 10-point program, 
notably an unconditional rejection 
Privilege and elimination of score 
charges. An amendment dealing with 
Score charges under which exhibs 
would agree not to sign any con- 
tracts containing provisions for score 
charges was voted down but sug- 
Sested the present attitude of exhibs. 
Lewen Pizor, of Philadelphia advo- 
cated that exhibs pick out one com- 
pany and refuse to pay scores down 
the line, his belief being that if this 
were done that this one company 
Would quickly come to terms. 

It was recommended that accounts 
favor the three companies which 
ave agreed to dismiss the score 
charge, United Artists, Universal and 
Columbia, on the ground that added 


| two years. 











being that distribs be contacted on 
what they’re going to do about this. 
Hervey claimed that a company 
known as Films, Inc. has licenses 
from all the 16 mm. film on current 
releases and that this company cir- 
cularizes heavily for bookings. 

On the ground that insurance rates 
are five times what they should be, 
it was voted that a committee go to 
work on this matter. Ed G. Levy, 
general counsel of the MPTOA, 
pointed out that the rates which ap- 
plied years ago when theatre build- 
ings were not as safe as they are 
now, are still in effect. 

Back the Duffy Bill 


Based on a report by Charles W. 
Picquet of Charlotte, N. C., a resolu- 
tion was voted to try to get the 
Duffy bill re-introduced as relief un- 
der the music tax, since this bill 
abolishes the minimum  penaity 
clause of $250 per violation. An ef- 
fort will be made to get the Duffy 
bill out of the House Committee on 
Patents where it has languished for 
No other suggestions 
were made, exhibs taking the posi- 
tion they are more or less licked on 
the music tax question. 

In connection with conciliation, 
with tenor of exhibitors suggesting 
they felt an urgent need for a setup 
such as under the NRA for settle- 
ment of disputes between buyer and 
seller, Pizor, Philadelphia exhib 
leader, made a lengthy report on the 
advantages of conciliation boards 
which was adopted. Michaels of 
Buffalo, said that he had the signa- 
tures of 200 exhibitors in his zone 
in favor of a local board and it was 
agreed that two or three local units 
would be set up as a starter for 
study of good and bad points be- 
fore proceeding further. 

Resolutions in favor of block 
booking and against increased prac- 
tice of designated playdates were 
also unanimously carried. Still an- 
other resolution dealt with so-called 
prestige pictures, the MPTOA com- 
mending producers for efforts in 
maintaining high standards. The 
Better Films Councils and other 
groups were also commended for 
their cooperation. 

Adolph Zukor was the principal 
outside speaker to address the con- 
vention but because he appeared in 
the role of a guest, it was agreed by 
leaders that the delegates shouldn't 
prod him with questions, as threat- 
ened, on the ground that this wasn’t 
the proper occasion for that. Zukor 
spoke for about 20 minutes, confin- 
ing most of his remarks to produc- 
tion and the efforts he has made at 
the Paramount studio to coordinate 
all hands working on pictures. 

He urged exhibitors to try to get 
longer runs out of pictures and to 
carefully handle all product they 
play, because as things stand now 
the returns on film do not warrant 
the investment and responsibility of 
the producer. The accounts must 
make a closer study of the source of 
supply and learn to appreciate the 
situation, the Par chairman said. 

Zukor’s Good Impression 

Making a good impression before 
the MPTOA, Zukor pointed out that 
the public demands much more from 
the theatres now but added that 
care must be taken in not tiring the 
fans with too many big pictures. 
His angle was that if a person had 
steak at every meal, he or she would 
tire of that gastronomic special. In- 
ference was that smaller pictures 
had to be as carefully prepared and 
as appetizingly served, an angle be- 
ing that public demand for the big 
ones shouldn't be whetted too much. 
Zukor received a tremendous salvo 
from his listeners. 

The convention included many 
speeches and ended with installation 
of new officers. topped Thursday 
night (18) by a banquet which was 
attended by 700, including all of 
Paramount's people who are in con- 
vention here themselves, 

Over and above reports of the 
president, general counsel, secretary 


H. J. Griffith, Oklahoma chain op- 


and various equipment men. 

Although many exhibitors were 
registered here, attendance at ses- 
sions was not so large as at New 
Orleans two years ago. Reason ad- 
vanced was not only that Miami was 
too far for various exhibs who might 
otherwise have attended but that 
Miami offered too many excuses for 
those here to avoid sitting in at all 
of the three-day sessions. Addi- 
tionally, many Par operators and 
partners who are active in MPTOA 
matters, were unable to attend ow- 
ing to the fact that Par was having 
a convention of its own which con- 
flicted. 
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brought over. Except that, in this 
case, Universal started the local 
tutelage about a year or so ago. U 
worked Miss Gaal in its own pro- 
ductions in Budapest but dropped 
her when the new regime came in a 
few months ago. Par grabbed her 
pronto. 

Universal will bring Dannielle 
Darrieux, French actres*, over in 
about three months. In this case, 
Miss Darrieux is already an estab- 
lished b.o. star in Paris and U had to 
plunk down a lot of coin. 

20th’s Trio 

On the other hand, 20th-Fox last 
week brought over Germaine Aussey, 
another French girl, just 
beginning to show promise. Similarly 
Simone Simon was grabbed by this 


lot before she could build to big b.o. 
in her own bailiwick. Fact that she 
has clicked is the studio convincer of 
the logic of this system. Else Argall 
is another French girl on the current 
20th roster. 

Also Metro is doing well with 
Luise Rainer, practically unknown 
in her native Austria before clicking 
in Hollywood. 

But it isn’t all girls, Radio recently 
imported Adolph Wahlbruck, changed 
his name to Anton Walbrook and 
starred him in ‘Michael Strogoff,’ 
since switched to ‘Soldier and the 
Lady.’ He’s pretty big in Europe al- 
ready and came over on a one- 
picture deal with options. Warners 
similarly has a_ one-picture plus 
options deal with Fernand Gravey, 
renamed Gravet for the U. S. 

As the film companies look at it, 
it is not entirely a matter of eco- 
nomics. Companies feel they need 
foreign talent but have had their 
fingers badly burned on a couple of 
occasions. Thus, bringing over Lilian 
Harvey (Fox), Olga Tchekowa 
(Warners), Jan Kiepura_ (Par), 
Dorothea Wiecke (Par), among others 
were costly experiments. In all four 
eases the cost and expenses were not 
only heavy, but the people didn't 
pan. Thissis generally explained by 
the fact that in all cases the actors 
involved had been skyrocketed 
abroad to tremendagus proportions 
and couldn’t stand the comedown 
incidental to inclusion in the general 
Hollywood picture. Also, tempera- 
ment flared when the actors and 
actresses involved were asked to do 
things differently than they had been 
accustomed at home. They wouldn't 
take direction frequently, having be- 
come accustomed at home to doing 
things their own way. 

By grabbing them before they can 
build up that high, the studios now 
figure, this can be avoided. 

Another angle is that the studios 
are now seeing more foreign-made 
pictures than ever before. Studios 
now gander practically all foreign- 
language films from the standpoint 
of remakes, which have _ proven 
succesful in a number of instances 
from story standpoints. By looking 
at these, the faces of young players 
also frequently register. 
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jumping approximately 25%. 

This is the salient discovery of the 
Commerce Department in the pre- 
liminary report on census of busi- 
ness covering films, legit, circuses, 
and other types of entertainment. 
Final break-down, giving detailed 
figures by states, will be out some 
time next month. 


Indicating that amusements shared 
largely in increased spending at- 
tributed to New Deal recovery, Cen- 
sus enumerators showed revenues 
were up in all but three states and 
that the take jumped sensationally in 
many sectors, notably those which 
are primarily agricultural. Both 
farmers and city-dwellers were freer 
with their cash and spent more leis- 
ure time in commercial diversions in 
1935 than was the case two years ago, 
when the nation was at the depth of 
the depresh. 


Concisely, this is the picture of re- 
turning prosperity for entertainment- 
purveyors: 

1. Total revenues of U. S. amuse- 
ment spots in 1935 reached $699,051,- 
000, a jump of $178,833,000 in two- 
year span, : 

2. Number of places open in 1935 
was 37,677, with 7,940 being unshut- 
tered in the interval. 


3. Employment touched 157,789, in- 
cluding both full-time and casual 
help. A rise of 39,630 over 1933. 

4. ‘ayrolls zoomed $42,244,000, hit- 
ting $159,641,000 in year before last. 

The preiiminary report contained 
state-by-state dope on total number 
of lighted spots, revenues, employ- 
ment, and payrolls, but did not cover 
breakdown by types of amusements. 
The only analysis for the various 
classes was on a national basis, with 
the more comprehensive picture due 
for unveiling when the revised fig- 
ures are published in April. 

With improvement being almost 
universal, the advance summary 
showed the greatest progress on a 
dollar basis was in the thickly set- 
tled states which naturally contain 
the bulk of the business but also re- 
vealed that on a percentage basis the 
sticks came back even stronger. 
Many of the sparsely settled sectors 
showed jumps in revenue far above 
50%. 

The revival in the smaller states 
was most marked by revenue rises 
around 100% in Maine, Vermont, 
Florida, Alabama, Tennessee, Ar- 
kansas, Arizona, Idaho, Montana, 
Nevada and New Mexico. Gains 
varying from 50% up were noted in 
Rhode Island, Wyoming, the Caro- 
linas and Virginia. 

How generally the New Deal pros- 
perity has been sprinkled was em- 
phasized by the fact that the num- 
ber of operating spots dropped in 
only five states—Montana, New Mex- 
ico, Nebraska, South Dakota and 
North Dakota—while grosses slid in 
only three — Mississippi, Louisiana 
and Illinois. Outstanding point was 
that Illinois is the only major state 
where patrons spent less in 1935 
than in 1933, while almost equal sig- 
nificance was attached to the fact 
that grosses rose in the states where 
the number of spots decreased. 

While the pencentage of improve- 
ment was outpaced in numerous 
states with only a fraction of its 
population, New York was far in the 
van of the march back toward pre- 
depresh conditions. In the Empire 
state number of spots climbed to 
3,850, more than 1,200 ahead of Cali- 
fornia, which was in second posi- 
tion, and 1,500 better than Pennsyl- 
vania, which took the show berth. 
New York revenues were $143,139.- 
000, more than double California's, 
and almost three’ times those 
checked for Illinois. The dollar rise 
in income also was biggest in New 
York, $34,091,000, against a gain of 
$22,668,000 in California and one of 
$14,403,000 in Pennsylvania. 

One result of more generous 
spending was that incomes of 
amusements in each state exceeded 
$1,000,000. Two years earlier three 
states—Vermont, Nevada and New 





to 16 in 1935. All the newcomers 
slid into the $10,000,000-$25,0000,000 
bracket during the biennium. They 
were Connecticut, Florida, lMinne- 
sota, Indiana and Wisconsin. Others 
which stayed over the vight-figure 
level are New York, Califoria, MNli- 
nois, Massachusetts, Ohio, Pennsyl- 
vania, Texas, Missouri, Michigan 
and New Jersey. 

Heavy concentration of amusc- 
ment spending in New York, Cali- 
fornia and Tlinois was indicated in 
the recapitulation. These sectors, 
despite the drop in Illinois revenues, 
accounted for $261,026,000 of the na- 
tional take, or almost 40%. 

On a regional basis, the biggest 
dollar rise occurred in the mid-At- 
lantic region, followed by Pacific, 
East North Central, South Atlantic, 
New England, West North Central, 
West South Central, East South Cen- 
tral and Mountain, in that order. 
The largest number of new houses 
were found also in the mid-Atlantic, 
with East North Central, West South 
Central, South Atlantic, Pacific, New 
England, East South Central, West 
North Central and Mountain trailing. 


EXHIBS’ $100,000,000 
RISE IN ’35 OVER 1933 


Washington, March 23. 

Film exhibitors pocketed 
$100,000,000 more in 1935 than 
they took in during 1933, accord- 
ing to preliminary business cen- 
sus figures released Thursday (18) 
by U. S. Commerce Department. 

Taking the lion’s share of a $178,- 
833,000 gain in revenues of the 
amusement industry, motion pic- 
ture and vaudfilm houses snared 
$508,196,000 in 1935, against $406,- 
542,000 at the start of the upswing 
from depression pits. The increase 
amounted to almost 25% in the 
two-year period, 

While figures still are smaller 
than those of trade groups, the 
census report reflected unshutter- 
ing on a broad scale. Number of 
lighted houses in 1935 was 12,024, 
against 10,143 two years earlier, a 
gain of 1,881. 

The preliminary summary did not 
contain detailed figures by _ indi- 
vidual states. This dope is included 
in the revised report which iv due 
off presses sometime during April. 

Labor profited materially from 
the comeback in exhibition. Total 
employment jumped 18,689, with 
average of 93,052 regular and part- 
time workers engaged in 1935, 
while gross payroll soared about 
25%, outlay rising $21,048,000 to a 
level of $102,804,000. 


WINTER SLUMP LIGHT 


February Amus. Taxes Ahead of 
Previous Year 








over 





Washington, March 23. 

Winter slump began tapering off 
at the box office during January, ac- 
cording to latest admissions tax 
figures of the Treasury Department, 
February collections, based on Janu- 
ary wicket receipts, amounted to 
$1,473,352, Revenue Bureau’ an- 
nounced Friday (19), 

While total declined for second 
successive month, tax returns in 
February were materially better 
than last year and the drop was the 
smallest in 12 months. Government 
receipts for first two months of 1937 
were about $100,000 ahead of same 
period of 1936, 

The February yield was the small- 
est since September but still ran 
$68,516 above the corresponding 
month of 1936. Decline from Janu- 
ary was $32,324. 


M-G TAKES JUNE CLAYWORTH 
June Clayworth, recently released 
by Universal, has been signed to a 
termer by Metro. She leaves for the 
Coast in about a week, unassigned, 
Dick Krakeur set the MG deal 
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Going Places 


. By Cecelia Ager 





‘Maytime’—and John Barrymore 

By the time an hour and a half of ‘Maytime’ had gone by—big, blos- 
som-strewn and highly ethical--John Barrymore couldn't stand it any 
longer. Suddenly he was through with dickering. He seized Jeanette 
MacDonald and gave her a good kiss. 

Miss MacDonald, true to the spirit of ‘Maytime,’ which holds that love 
is expressed only in duets, looked at him, brows lifted in silent reproach, 
but the matrons in the audience did not feel for her; they yelped. Their 
squeals at this point were clearly many degrees more ecstatic than those 
that had greeted Nelson Eddy’s entrance, even though Mr. Eddy had 
never bounded into view more elfin, boyish and blond. 

From these nuances in audience matrons’ response, it may be deduced 
that they like music while they’re waiting for a clinch. 


But a clinch that gets down to cases; because, earlier, Mr. Eddy and 
Miss MacDonald had essayed one that relinquished all hope, even as they 
went into it, and the matrons remained comparatively calm. 


Of course, it may be that the matrons were just a little annoyed with 


Mr. Eddy, heretical though the thought may be, because the script made | 
him one of those persons who wouldn’t take no for an answer, and Mr. | 


Eddy is an actor who does what the script tells him, no more, though 
perhaps sometimes a little less. Thus Mr. Eddy was always begging 
Miss MacDonald for dates, Wednesday if she couldn’t make it Tuesday, 
supper if she couldn’t make it lunch, and being so noisy and persistent 
about it that it can only be because it happened in a picture with blos- 
soms and double exposures that Miss MacDonald saw him at all. Each 
successive plea meant to make him progressively more persuasive and 
irresistable, made him instead that much more of a nag. Though he 


fiung himself about energetically and swashbucklingly enough, he just | 


didn’t seem able to convince himself. Commendably, he didn’t quite 


believe that he was such a romantic creature as he was carrying on; and | 


his own doubt was the wedge. 
As for Miss MacDonald, she was very sweet-tempered and patient with 


Mr. Eddy’s importunities, and even had pleasant memories of him after | 


he was shot. Perhaps it was what she went through with him that gave 
her old age such dignity and sincerity, made her portrait of an elderly 
prima dona so moving, her proud grief so full of tenderness and pathos. 
It went far beyond a matter of realistic make-up, which in itself was 
surprising enough; her every movement, the carriage of her head, her 
voice, were true and genuinely felt. An abundance of riches—dramatic 
acting too from an often decorative young woman with a glorious sing- 
ing voice. 

Not always as decorative as she might be, because of a tendency 
toward excess detail. Over-crowded coiffures, that distract from her 
best feature, her eyes; too much goings-on in her costumes, overburden- 
ing her slender figure. 


could not resist a little tendril of a curl over her cheek from her flatter- 
ing page-boy wig. Just as she put up no struggle, no apparent struggle, 
at least, when a remarkable stiff straw bonnet was tied under her chin, 
so completely surrounding her face that in it she suggested one of the 
lads who stick their heads through a hole in a canvas at Coney Island 
as targets for three balls for a nickel. 

But then maybe she was discouraged, realizing that in a costume pic- 
ture, nobody stands a chance against John Barrymore. He can wear a 
black velvet dressing gown—waisty, flared in bewitching folds, a white 
silk muffler looped at his throat—with such dash and grace, he puts such 
romantic menace in the lilt of the brim of his hat, such adventurous 
chic in the sweep of his mink-collared greatcoat, that he makes every- 
body else positively ill-at-ease in their clothes, no matter how suavely 
they fit. In comparison, poor Mr. Eddy and his little velvet artist jacket 
never understood each other at all. 





Ruby Keeler—Honor Bright! 

A very fine and honest thing happens in ‘Ready, Willing and Able.’ The 
leading lady, Ruby Keeler, insists she cannot sing. She insists upon it, 
after having sung one song to prove it, so it’s no hysterical statement she 
is making. 

Furthermore, Miss Keeler is in no way embittered by her lack. It does 
not make her caity. She tells all only about her own inability. She 
remains generous and tactful toward others, admiring the singing of Wini 
Shaw with a warmth and sincerity that only serves to increase her own 
Stature as an actress. And thus it is no more than right that as a reward 
for her self-analysis, someone says of her, glowingly, ‘She is just like the 
girl you were in love with in high school.’ The highest praise. It is 
better far never to grow up than to sing good, prima donnas would tell 
you, were they one mite as honest as Miss Keeler. 

There are some drawbacks, though, to young generosity. Miss Keeler 
is too considerate of her costume designer’s feelings, for instance, to re- 
fuse to wear the evening dress he conceived for her, out of torment, it 
looks. A silver lame thing with long dolman sleeves made out of large 
silver paillettes, warring distractedly, but successfully because of its 
overwhelming clumsiness, with the very youth the rest of the picture 
works so hard to enhance. 





Too, Too Demure 


‘Wings of the Morning’ is such a sweet and innocent picture, so pretty 
and naive, so tender and leisurely, so filled with kindness and noble mo- 
tives—even the menace has charm, and right on his side—that well- 
brought-up little children, with love in their hearts for only Dick Tracy, 
are going to find themselves doomed, willy-nilly, to see it. 

But so long as they’re in for it, little girls can watch Annabella and 
find out a lot of things that may be helpful as they grow up. They can 
see for themselves that too red lip rouge makes even a gamin lose her 
lure; that only the prettiest and most delicately set-up young women, like 
Annabella, should play at being tomboys; that natural appeal grows in 
direct proportion to the simplicity of the coiffure; that a French accent is 
very productive of the right kind of results; that the best way to say it is 
with the eyes. For Annabella guts on a complete show for young girls 
ambitious for their future, full of variety, useful hints and bad examples. 
Playing in turn a gypsy princess, a Spanish duchess, a girl in boy’s cloth- 
ng, and finally a Spanish duchess touched by love and the beauty of the 
Irish countryside in technicolor, Annabella lets them see, and decide for 
themselves. Several little girls, questioned afterwards, are going to be 
8YPsy princesses, they think. 





Jes’ Don’ Make Sense 


Since ‘When’s Your Birthday’ itself does not worry its looney little head 
about the credibilities, certainly nobody watching it should grow con- 
cerned about reason. But because there are long stretches in it, during 
which people have got so little to watch, they are apt to day-dream and 
then to wonder—not caring too much one way or another—what it is that 
they can’t detect that sets the dames a-fighting for Joe E. Brown. 
arian Marsh, for instance, is a voluptuously set-up little piece who 
Could easily find a more satisfactory outlet for her energies than brooding 
over Mr. Brown’s despairing shyness or suddenly disappearing in a fit of 
Jealous yearning because she believes he prefers Miss Suzaane Kaaren. 
‘ss Kaaren, on the other hand, wears her clothes too well even if her 
amiability is no match for Miss Marsh's, to indulge in so much hopeless 
‘onging for him, while Maude Eburne. who plays Miss Kaaren’s mother. 
s Certainly too basically level-headed to abet her daughter’s odd desire, 


a leaves only Margaret Hamilton, who plays a maid servant who 
—e to her employers, the one actress in the picture who makes 


Looking her best, because of the comparative | 
simplicity, when dressed as a young noble for ‘Les Huegenots,’ she still | 
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Made It Unanimous 


Miami Beach, March 23. 
Paramount executives, from Adolph 
Zukor and Barney Balaban down, 
here attending a three-day conven- 
tion, signed up Tito Guizar of the 





| floor show at the Roney Plaza before | 


| they left. 
| He goes to the Coast in a week or 
| two to report for work. 





| Hoffman, Jr.. Produces 


Hollywood, March 23. 
| M. H. Hoffman, Jr., has joined Con- 
dor Pictures as an associate pro- 
| ducer. 
He has been assigned to make a 
| group of films for Grand National re- 
lease. 





| 


| 





Raft’s Next ‘Dance’ 


Hollywood, March 23. 
George Raft’s next picture at Par- 
}amount will be ‘On With the 
| Dance,’ with Francho (& Marco) 
slated to produce. She is currently 
| working on ‘Turn Off the Moon.’ 
Charles Brackett and Billy Wilder 
are scripting the Raft yarn. 





Menjou’s Goldwyn Duo 


Hollywood, March 23. 
Adolphe Menjou has signed a con- 
tract to appear in two pictures for 
Samuel Goldwyn. 
Under pact, which carries option, 
actor’s initialer will be one of the 
leads in ‘Goldwyn’s Follies.’ 


Robeson to Africa 


Capetown, Feb. 26. 
Paul Robeson and ‘Princess’ Kouka 
are due in Northern Africa to make 
a film titled ‘Jericho.’ 
May visit the lower end of the 
continent, too. Mrs. Robeson was 
over here some months ago. 








MOPPET’S AD PIX 
Hollywood, March 23. 

Marilyn Knowlden, film moppet, 
has been signed by Jam Handy Pic- 
tures to appear with Edgar A. Guest 
in one of a series of ad pix outfit’s 
making. Pic starts here with troupe, 
moving to Detroit next week. 

While east Miss Knowlden 
do some p.a.’s. 


will 





GREEN’S PLAY DICKER 


Hollywood, March 23. 
RKO is negotiating with Howard 
J. Green for film rights to his play, 
‘The People’s Choice,’ recently pro- 
duced at the Pasadena Playhouse. 
Play by Paramount scenarist is 
scheduled for New York production 
in the fall. 





LASKY AFTER WOOD 


Hollywood, March 23. 

Jesse L. Lasky has a deal on with 
Metro to borrow Sam Wood to direct 
one picture. 

Wood, currently winding up the 
Marx Bros.’ ‘Day at the Races,’ un- 
derstood wanted for ‘Radio City 
Revels.’ 


INTO SCHOOLS AN 


L. A. and Friszo Exchanges Jazzing Up Zoning and 
Clearance Protection—2,000 High School Kids 


See Pix at 10c in Advance of Theatres 





Trans-Luxers in Eng. 





Consummation of long-pending 
deal which would see the establish- 
ment of a circuit of Trans-Lux 
newsreel theatres in England is en- 


visioned in H. E. Unkles’ visit to 
London this week. The Trans-Lux 
official from the New York home 


office sailed last Thursday. 

First house will be at Southamp- 
ton, where Capital and Provincial 
News Theatres, Ltd., will operate, 
same being controlled by Norman J. 
Hulbert, M.P., who was in New York 
a short time ago consulting with 
Trans-Lux officials. 


‘THREE IN HEAVEN’ AS 
_ BORZAGE’S MG STARTER 


| Hollywood, March 23. 
| First directorial assignment for 
Frank Borzage under his new Metro 
contract will be “Three Rooms in 
Heaven, adapted. from ‘Mannequin,’ 
novel by Katherine Brush. It will 
be a Joan Crawford starrer. 
Lawrence Hazzard is doing screen 
plan. Joseph Mankiewicz will pro- 
duce. 


Robt. Sinclair’s Solo 
Picture for Selznick 


Hollywood, March. 23. 

Selznick International has signed 
Robert Sinclair, New York stage di- 
rector, to a one picture contract. He 
reports after polishing up ‘Babes in 
Arms’ for Dwight Wiman. 

Selznick has not yet selected the 
picture for Sinclair to direct. Deal 
carries an option clause. 


RISKIN SEEIN’ EUROPE 


Hollywood, March 23. 
Robert Riskin is en route to New 
York to sail April 14 for Europe. 
Columbia producer-director plans 
to spend 10 days in Paris, then hop 
to London for the coronation cere- 
monies, and thence to Italy. 


DETROIT 


(Continued from page 10) 



































minded and not this time either; so- 
so $18,000. Last week nifty $24,000 
on ‘Swing High’ (Par) and stage 
show. 

State (United Detroit) (3,000; 25- 
40)—‘Outcast’ (Par) plus ‘Racing 
Lady’ (RKO), dual. Around average 
at $7,000. Big $9,300 last session on 
‘Only Live Once’ (UA) and ‘Park 
Ave. Logger’ (RKO), 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-65)—‘Family Affair’ 
(MG). Fair $11,000. Last week oke 
$9,500 on second session of ‘Mrs. 
Cheyney’ (MG), after nifty opening 
week of $15,800. 








Foreign-language film production 
in the U. S. seems to center around 
Lambertville, N. J. A Lithuanian 
talker, ‘Girl from Poltava,’ and an 


Armenian operetta ‘Arshin Mal 
Alan,’ both recently released, were 
the latest completed in this Jersey 
sector. 

Idea in making foreign-lingo flick- 


indie distribs have been accustomed 
to putting out when importing prod- 
uct from abroad, the potential re- 
turns are much greater in that there 
is the world to peddle prints in. Dif- 
ficulties crop up trying to get by the 
British and German quota laws, but 
Poland is a prime field, as well as 
South America. 

Plans are to continue making Ar- 
menia and Russian films in New Jer- 
sey, but they will not be plugged as 
having been produced on Yankee 





ers here is that although the initial | 
investment is much more than the | 


| duction standpoint, 








US.-Made F oreign Pix Cost More, 
But Have Chance for World Mart 


soil. The Armenian film poised for 
release, incidentally, is first in that 
language ever made anywhere. Few 
years ago several silents, using Ar- 
menian locale and cast, were pro- 
duced by the Soviets. 

Two Polish pix also are on the 
sked for Jersey shooting, as well as 
one Greek film. The French market 
may also be sounded out, though that 
market in the U.S. is not particularly 
sound, 
brought from abroad. 

One important factor, of ceurse, is 
that Armenia, Greece, etc., are not 
especially well equipped from a pro- 
and don’t turn 
out any to speak of, on 
local soil. 

The foreign-film distribs put some 
coin into productions being made 
here, and also promote backing from 
wealthy persons who are natives of 
the countries localed in the various 
pix. 


pictures, 


+ 


save for a few outstanders | 





Los Angeles, March 23. 

Despite Coast exhibitor protests 
against what they term shortsighted 
and ruinous policy on part of dis- 
tributors in peddling films to schools 
and lodges, ostensibly for non-the- 
atrical opposition, femmes identified 
with various institutions of learning 
are making demands for reduced 
rentals, Attempt has just been made 
to influence the motion picture sec- 
tion of the Federation of Women’s 
Clubs to cooperate in a drive for 
lower costs for films booked for 
school showings. 

Bookings, mostly, are handled by 
a Los Angeles concern which rents 
picts at a nominal charge, then ped- 
dles them to the schools: and other 
institutions at prices running up to 
$75 and $85, with an _ occasional 
higher nick. Exhibs charge that de- 
spite the fact that these picts have 
played all runs, the fact that they 
are shown to kids at 10c. a throw is 
keeping thousands of dollars out of 
box offices annually. 





Frisco’s Clearance 
San Francisco, March 23. 

Exhibs in the San Francisco bay 
area are up in arms over exchanges’ 
practice of selling pictures which 
have yet to play the outlying dis- 
tricts to private organizations. A 
little over a week after one of the 
big productions of the year had 
played the Alameda theatre, in Ala- 
meda, a film salesman sold the pic- 
ture to a private individual for ex- 
hibition at a lodge affair. Unknown 
to the exchange, the picture was 
peddied later to the Alameda high 
school and shown to 2,000 students 
at a dime a head. 

Although exchanges are supposed 
to withhold product from churches, 
lodges, hotels and schools until ex- 
hibs have had a crack at it, all of 
them are said to be trying to cut 
in on the other fellow by overlook- 
ing the clearance ruling in selling 
product which has yet to play all 
theatres. 


CARY GRANT'S $75,000 
FOR SOLO PIC AT ROACH 


Hollywood, March 23. 

Cary Grant will co-star opposite 
Constance Bennett in Hal Roach’s 
‘Topper,’ which went into produc- 
tion this week under direction of 
Norman McLeod. 

Grant is said to receive a flat 
$75,000 for the chore. Supporting 
cast includes Roland Young, Billie 
Burke, Alan Mowbray and Hedda 
Hopper. 











Life’s Lolly Pops 


Hollywood, March 23. 

Life mag will shortly come out 
with a double truck layout on 
Louella Parsons. 

Mag has had photographer on her 
trail for past three months getting 
candid shots at parties, functions, 
previews, night spots, etc. 





BINYON’S GARY CHORE 


Hollywood, March 23. 
Emanuel Cohen has _ borrowed 
Claude Binyon from Paramount to 
script ‘What Ho’ for Gary Cooper. 
Actor’s detention in Florida for a 
possible operation is temporarily 


holding up finale of Par’s ‘Souls at 
Sea.’ 


Marking his sixth consecutive year 
on the Paramount lot, Claude Bin- 
yon’s writer option has been hoisted 
with a hike in coin. 


His Jast writing job was on the 
Wesley Ruggles production, ‘I Met 
Him in Paris.’ 


BEERY’S FIGHTIN’ PIC 


Hollywood, March 23. 

Next Starrer for Wallace Beery at 
Metro will be ‘Stand Up and Fight,’ 
which he will do upon completion ef 
‘The Old Soak.’ 

Jules Furthman has been assigned 
to write screen play for ‘Fight,’ with 
James K. McGuinness set as pro- 
ducer. 
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Zukor Asks Higher Rentals 








(Continued on page 4) | 





ards) would go down fighting with | 
Zukor, if necessary. 


Richards led discussions on labor, | 
one of the many problems affecting | 


in a threatening manner. 
He advised that all theatre mej be 


of theatres, the other partners should 
be informed about it. 
Partly on a suggestion made by 


Players-Canadian, Paramount 





1 
' 
| 


formed of all deals so made. In the 
old Publix days all deals were made 
at New York, with field operators 
frequently sitting in. 
Pros and Cens on Radio 
While the question of radio 
brought forth expressions outside of 


|N. L. Nathanson, head of Famous | sessions from leading Par operating- 
will! partners that stars and scenes from 


select key points where all pictures pictures should be kept off the air, at 


can be tested. 
put on to supervise these tests and 
special campaigns will be planned to 


| 


Special men will be/| regular convention parleys the issue 


was not taken up. Barney Balaban 
was reported disfavoring the idea of 


very cautious during the next three| gain an idea of the maximum pos-/ letting film personalities and mate- 
/rial go on the air, numerous partners 


years and that, wherever possible, | 
they play ball with the labor organi- 


zations with which they have to 
deal. 

One of the demands made, also by 
Richards, who is the head of the 


large Saenger circuit, was that all | 
deals made by the home office for or 
with partners should be made in the 
open and not under the table. His 
thought was that if a deal is made 
which benefits one partner or group | 


| made in 


sibilities of the _ pictures. While 


| Nathanson suggested 10 such points, 


it was agreed that as a starter two 
spots would be picked and, if suc- 
cessful, the number of test points in- 
creased to 10 or more. 

The question 
buying came up but it was agreed 
that deals would be continued to be 
the field by the partner- 


associates direct 


| fight on 


of centralized film 
| opinions were 


supporting him in that feeling, but a 
it was sidestepped. Part- 
ners, whose views were known, ap- 


peared to be divided on the point. | 
|Those who were against radio ‘were | 


while some 
the 


vehemently against it, 
less severe on 


| ground that radio helps certain pic- 
| tures in their first runs, but too far 


with distributors | 
and that the Par h.o. would be in-'songs have been plugged to death, | surance by Henry Anderson, insur- | 


down in the subsequents, when the 
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does no good. Bob Gillham, h.o. ad- 
vertising-publicity chief, in talking 
about advertising, stressed that radio 


sells pictures, but no one took occa- 
sion to raise an argument on that 
point. Any demands on radio may 
come in a different manner. Numer- 
ous committee meetings were pri- 
vately held at which the matter may 
have been discussed between the top 
flight executives and‘ one or two 
partners, it was indicated. 


In addition to discussing pictures 
themselves, Lou Diamond, from the 
home office, brought up the matter 
of shorts and told the operators 
that if they would write him their 
reactions to shorts, indicating those 
that are bad, he would stop making 
them and try to turn out what the 
| theatres wanted. Both Richards and 
| Karl Hoblitzelle discussed public re- 
| lations. 

Other discussions bore on taxes, 
led by Clark Brown; angles on in- 








Leslie Howard 


says Luckies are “tops” with 





An 


among professional men and women -—lawyers, 
doctors, lecturers, scientists, etc. Of those who said 
they smoke cigarettes, more than 87% stated they 
personally prefer a light smoke. 








Mr. Howard verifies the wisdom of this pref- 
erence, and so do other leading artists of the 
radio, stage, screen and opera. Their voices are 
their fortunes. That’s why so many of them 
smoke Luckies. You, too, can have the throat pro- 
tection of Luckies—a light smoke, free of certain 
harsh irritants removed by the exclusive process 
“It’s Toasted”. Luckies are gentle on the throat. 





independent survey was made recently 


"Years ago, as 


with its many 





his throat 


an ambitious young 


actor, I was impressed how well my 
throat liked Luckies and how well 
they suited my idea of a perfect 
cigarette. That impression still 
stands.Inmy recenttour of ‘Hamlet’, 


performances each 


week and the attendant tax on my 
throat, I have been convinced anew 
that this light smoke is both delight- 
ful to my taste and the ‘top’ ciga- 
rette for an actor’s throat.” 





A Light Smoke 
“It’s Toasted” —Your Throat Protection 


AGAINST IRRITATION—AGAINST COUGH 





THE FINEST TOBACCOS— 
“THE CREAM OF THE CROP” 


Copyright 1937, The American Tobacco Company 
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| ance executive from the home office: 
Jack Knight on maintenance, engi. 
neering, etc., and assistant campaigns 
for pictures, Home office indicated 
that partners did not have to sub- 
scribe to assisting campaigns on pic- 
tures, but that they could have them 
if wanting. i 

In addition to bringing together 
the complete home office and op- 
erating brains of Par, the three-day 
convention served to enable an ex- 
change of ideas among partners and 
executives, plus a chance for all op- 
erators to know Y. Frank Freeman 
better. In Freeman all hands ex- 
pressed utmost confidence and as 42 
token of their esteem presented him 
with a costly ring, Mrs. Freeman 
with a fine old English piece of gij- 
verware., 





Suggestion was made from manv 
| quarters that a similar convention be 
| held once a year for the h.o. execs 
|and partners. This may be done. 
Cost of the meet here was said to 
run around $25,000, but considered 
| so successful from many angles as to 
| have justified the cost. Freeman pre- 
|'sided at the meetings and attend- 
,ance by the 75 men was well nigh 
| compulsory. Only one operator 
could not come, Sol Gordon, partner 
in the Clements-Gordon circuit in 
Texas. One of the things said for 
| Freeman jn open sessions came from 
A. H. Blank, midwestern partner, 
who declared that Freeman was ‘the 
most honest man I have ever met.’ 
The conclave ended Saturday night 
with an_ impressively-engineered 
banquet to which only a couple of 
outsiders were invited. Prizes were 
given to the wives of attendees and 


ja cash grab-bag was put on for the 


men, with bills ranging from $1 up 
to $100. Nate Goldstein got the sin- 
gle $100 bill in the picking and 
| Tracy Barham the $50 note. 

Par conventioneers started arriv- 
ing in New York Monday (22). 
| Zukor is due in tomorrow (Thurs.) 
|or Friday and after Monday night's 
(29) banquet to him at independent 
theatre owners at the Waldorf, will 
leave for the Coast. 











| Censoring 





} (Continued from page 11) 





For New York, company -would 
| have to lay out $50,000, $30,000 in 
| Pennsylvania and same in Ohio, 
| $15,000 in Kansas, Virginia and Mary- 
| land $10,000 each, and $6,000 in Chi- 
cago. 

In New York the censors were 
spotted in their positions by the Re- 
gents. In all the other tax-collecting 
setups, politics rules, the boards be- 
ing manned anew each time a differ- 
ent administration gets into office. 
Almost completely, the jobs are 
| strictly political plums and any cen- 
sor who can show a background of 
proper training for a scissoring spot 
of the sort is a very rare specimen. 


N.B.R. Favored 


The only censoring body that taxes 
and is really liked by the industry 
is the 25-year-old National Board of 
Review. Outfit charges $6.25 per 
reel per production, and not each 
print, as do the state bodies. Most 
companies privately view the Na- 
tional Board as a real economy in- 
asmuch as many cities and states o. k. 
showings of films only if the National 
Board has okayed ’em. Florida. for 
instance, and towns like Atlanta. Bir- 
mingham, Worcester and Boston. 


The companies feel that as long as 
sO many municipal and state setups 
recognize the National Board in 
such a manner, the threat of 'em es- 
tablishing their own _ tax-taking 
boards is relatively removed. And 
the National Board also serves as a 
buffer when companies are attacked 
by clubs and small groups on ‘de- 
-cency’ charges. 

The boards in the six states also 
require much coddling. Almost 
every major company has a man 
| who devotes almost all his time to 
soothing ’em by visits and silk-glove 
handling. Companies figure they can 
| thus offset danger of their product 
| being banned and also accomplish by 
| diplomacy what would otherwise 
necessitate costly court charges. 


No new picture outfit is willing to 
get itself drawn out on the censor 
question. They fear what might 
happen to their product if they open- 
ly espouse any movement to get rid 
of ’em, or even lightly criticize their 
tactics. The Hays Office is also tacit 
| on the matter, apparently not want 
ing to get squeezed in if any fire- 
works should pop off. 


So the whole matter continues ' 
| spin on the merry-go-round, the ce! 
sors trying to get-as little public!» 
as possible, and the film outfits s''- 
ting mum for fear of offending the 
tax-takers. 
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- BLIND PASSENGER 


(Continued from page 17) 

How they manage to grab 
passage as stowaways, help two 
lovers, become temporary heroes be- 
cause thought winners in a sweep- 
stake and finally emerge triumphant 
by uncovering a jewel thief is highly 
familiar material, but neatly done. 

Thought has been given to produc- 
tion values, with the result that the 
film sometimes resembles a smart 
American feature comedy. Fine 
camera work helps. 

Aside from Pat and Patachon, Ru- 
doloh Platte, as the young sleuth, 
and Mady Rahl, as his heart inter- 
est, do best in support. Rahl girl 
indicates possibilities in more im- 
portant roles, being vivacious and 
pretty. Petra Unkel, little girl of 
the cast, does nicely as the pestifer- 
ous child Wear, 


SINGING BUCKAROO 


Advance release of Spectrum picture. 
Cast Fred Scott, William Faversham, 
Victoria Vinton, ciift Nazarro, Pinky 
Barnes, Slim Carey, Roger Williams, Dick 
Curtis. Directed and written by Tom 
Gibson: camera, Robert Doran, At 
Chaloner, N. Y., double bill. Running 
time, 56 mins. 





Another outdoor pic wherein the 
star attempts to warble. It’s no worse 
and little better than most of these 
hastily-thrown-together westerns. 
And the film at least possesses plenty 
of daredevi! riding and roughhouse 
fisticufis. Hence, it can fit under 
half of some dual set-ups when juve- 
nile trade is being appealed to. Pic- 
ture runs only 56 minutes, which is a 
break. 

‘Singing Buckaroe’ haphazardly 
unfolds a typical oats opera yarn, 
with the singing ranch foreman com- 
ing to the aid of a blonde damsel 
who is riding the range with a 
satchel filled with $25,000. A city 
slicker is after the cash, and has two 
tough henchmen working to grab it. 
After they fail and the city crook 
ditches them, the pair pull a double- 
cross, kidnap the girl’s father and 
threaten the meek daughter. A red- 
skin (obviously placed in cast to dis- 
play his bow-and-arrow marksman- 
ship) stalks the villains, does some 
fancy arrow shooting, and eventually 
proves the added strength to cause 
the bandits’ downfall. 

It is easy to detect the leading 
player, Fred Scott, because he wears 
a white gallon hat and leads the cow- 
boy sextet. Producers didn’t think 
enough of the cast to designate the 
roles they portrayed; just listed the 
players by their real names and let 
it go at that. That’s shabby treat- 
ment, even for a list including many 
nonentities. 

Fred Seott resembles a cowboy and 
probably was one before going to the 
screen. He should develop a follow- 
ing if he can master the knack of 
acting. Wears the white western top- 
piece in this epic and is the lad who 
comes to the pretty girl’s rescue. 
William Faversham is listed as a 
member of the cast. As the young 
lady’s father he comes through nicely 
when given half a chance to read 
lines. Amounts to a bit part. Cliff 
Nazarro, playing the role of a travel- 
ing salesman, grabs many laughs 
with his odd antics and a piano-song 
solo. Most of the others in the cast 
have their thespian efforts largely 
confined to ‘yes’ and ‘no’ or ‘let’s go’ 
dialog. Producers probably figured 
action was all the fans wanted, and 
made up the dialog as occasion de- 
manded. Sounds like that. 

Camera work, sets, lighting and 
plot development are of typical 
quickie calibre. Film is filled with 
usual glaring implausibilities. Wear. 


OH, SUSANNA 


(WITH SONGS) 


Republic production and release. Stars 
Gene Autry. Features Smiley Burnette. 
Directed by Joseph Kane. Original and 
screenplay, Oliver Drake; songs by Sam H. 
Stept, Oliver Drake, Gene Autry, Smiley 
Burnette; musical supervision, Harry Grey; 


camera, William Nobles. At Chaloner, 
N. ¥., dual, March 11, ’37. Running time, 
59 mins. 

NO 7 5 vice vad eeises Gene Autry 
A PE RTD Smiley Burnette 
I 56655 sa deccoeue es Frances Grant 
Se ae renee Earl Hodgins 
. Flash Baldwin...........cces: Donald Kirke 
Wolf Benson...............- Boothe Howard 
Sears Clara Kimball Young 
i Sowiie crn: nega aewke Carl Stockdale 
RRR MIRAI Frankie Marvin 
RMS 6 5c Fa'sia nia s,s4's ona Ed Piel, Sr. 


Light Crush Doughboys Band. 





In personalizing Gene Autry in a 
yarn about himself the makers have 
unwittingly pointed this film mainly 
for juvenile admirers. Autry is 

ardly successful in this self-glorifi- 
Cation attempt. Title has no ap- 
Parent connection with story. On 
the duals he won’t hurt. 

The banjo-plinking horseman and 
his guitar laze through this fancy 
Sagebrush opera in which there is 
more singing than action. Song stuff 
Is cowboy yodeling and _ hillbilly 
whining. Too much of it. 

On his way to renew old acquain- 
tance in Mineral Springs, Autry is 
tossed from a moving train by a 
killer who steals Autry's dress outfit 
and then proceeds to masquerade as 
the sagebrush troubadour. A couple 
of wandering hams pick up Autry 
and bring him to town, where the 
qeual dumb officials have an easy 
ere confusing the situation further. 

ventually, Autry solves everything 

Trough proving he is Autry, and 
not the killer, and justice is done. 

he comedy relief is provided by 





Smiley Burnette and Earl Hodgins 
as the two wandering minstrels. 
Autry is as unemotional as a log. 

Ff Clara Kimball Young does a briefie 
in a minor role. Frances Grant, lead, 
who assists Autry in singing one of 
his numbers, adds little to the pic- 
ture’s interest. Camera work is good 
enough. Shan. 


DINERO ED AMORE 


(‘Love and Money’) 
(ITALIAN MADE) 


(WITH SONGS) 

Nuovo Mondo presentation of Capitani 
production. Stars Elsa Merlini. Directed 
by Guido Brigone: from early Christian 
Era fantasy by Luigi and Ivo Perilli. 
Music, Gian Luca Tocchi; camera, Ubaldo 
Arata At Cine Roma, N. Y., week March 

} 12, 37. Runnin time ¥2 mins 

| Ginevra Degli Almiera Elsa Merlini 
Dianora : Tina Latt 

| Violante . wine ea Diree Bellini 
Liaudomia Carnesecchi Pina Dal Cortivo 
Burchiello ..Guido Riccioli 
Antonio Rondinelli ..Amedeo Mazzari 

| Francesco Deoli Agolanti Uso Ceseri 

| Bernardo Degli Almieri Uberto Palamrini 
Paolino ..-Manrizio D'’Ancora 
Menicuccio ...-Ermanno Roveri 
Notaro Dello Schergia Luigi Almirante 
Notaro Foglia Guiseppe Pierozzi 
Ser Umido Guastelioni...... Cesare Zoppetti 
L’Abate Di Badia ..Olinto Cristina 


(In Italian, with English Titles) 


Presumably, a popular Florentine 
| legend of the fourth century, proving 
Italianos in those days were sub- 
jective to superstition, it’s fantastic 
stuff tinged with a kindly humor but 
badly made and put together. On 
the whole this allegory is just an- 
| other, tedious costume play, even for 
| Italian-Americans who know the 
lingo of the film. For others, the 
English titles are of assistance but 
the picture isn’t there. 

Pretty bad photography and the 
recording not so smooth. Histrioni- 
cally there are some good touches 
here and there throughout the film. 
The love sequences are inept and 
ofttimes silly. 

It’s a good old-fashioned super- 
stitious story of the period the film 
describes, when papas sold their 
daughters for a title and unscrupu- 
lous citizenry robbed the tombs of 
the rich. The film treats with only 
one instance. so the film provides no 
particular historical significance. 

Elsa Merlini sings pleasantly and 
handles her role for the most part 
fairly well but she has a just squawk 
against the camera. Amedeo Mazzari 
is a good frame of a man and sub- 
stantially satisfactory as the hero. 
He’s quite a handsome chap, too. Ugo 
Cesari, as Francesco Agolanti, is an- 
other impressive figure. 

The backgrounds are congested 
scenics not rating extensive com- 
ment. Costuming seems okay. 

Shan. 


LOYALTY OF LOVE 


(ITALIAN MADE) 


Nuovo Mundo production and_ release. 
Features Marta Abba. Directed by Guido 
Brignone. Screen play by Tomaso Smith 
from original by Rino Alessi; photography, 
Anchise Brizzi; music, S. A, M. Bixie. 
At Cine Teatro Roma, N. Y., week Feb. 


27, ‘37. Running time, 90 mins. 

Teresa Confalonieri............ Marta Abba 
Princess Jablonowscka......Elsa de Giorgi 
Empress Carolina..........¢- Tina Lottanzi 


Count Federico Confalonieri, Nerio Bernardi 
Count Vitaliano Confalonieri (his father) 
PCy Orr rere fr rr ere Luigi Carini 


Prince Metternick............ Luigi Cimara 
Maron BRIVOR... ccc cccceces Filippo Scelzo 
Frans the Firat.....cccves Riccardo Tassani 
Governor of Milan........... Romolo Costa 
Field Marshal Bulbna....... Achille Maiteron} 
> se Ee eee Erminio @ Olivo 
re reer errr Giovanni Barrella 





(In Italian, with English Titles) 


Fortune was sitting in the laps of 
the producers of ‘Loyalty’ when they 
engaged Marta Abba for the lead, 
and, as later revealed, the entire pic- 
ture. Minus Miss Abba, it would 
indeed require much loyalty on the 
part of Italian filmgoers to _ sit 
through the turgid filmization of a 
love story woven into unification of 
Italy during the early part of the 
19th century. Film won a prize in 
Venetian film sweeps a couple of 
years ago, but no such good luck 
awaits it in the U. S. Whatever the 
take, Miss Abba’s ascending rep 
(she’s current in ‘Tovarich’ on 
Broadway) will be the regulator. 

Overshadowing Miss Abba’s fine 
performance is the starched direc- 
tion, frequently bad sound work, 
some poor photography and worse 
editing. Too often film goes into 
unnecessary detail, wastes time and 
then, seemingly, in order to catch 
up, throws in a sequence without 
any preparation. 

Devotion of a woman for a philan- 
dering husband, who lives in the 
shadow of the noose because of his 
conspiracies against the tyranny of 
Austrian domination of Italy, is the 
story. This same woman is also the 
picture. Miss Abba’s trials in com- 
batting the extra marital excursions 
of her spouse and her anxiety over 
his well-being while thwarting the 
Teutonic Emperor, furnishes really 
fine bits of acting. Nerio Bernardi 
as the husband runs a second best, 
but is almost forgotten during Miss 
Abba’s scenes. 

Inevitable arrest of Bernardi and 
the machinations of his family to 
extricate him gives the film its few 
dramatic moments which are cashed 
in by Miss Abba. Through her sup- 
plications the conspirators are sen- 
tenced to life imprisonment, com- 
muted from death sentences. Ber- 
nardi realizes the depth of his wife's 
feeling while languishing in the gaol 
and pair are briefly reunited before 





he is sent away. Hurt, 


FAMILIENPARADE 


(‘Family on Parade’) 

(GERMAN MADE) 
Germania Film release of a 
of Tobis Reta. BPirectew#® Ky Fritz Wend- 
hauser. Story, E. von Eckhardt: music, 
Will Meisel and Fritz Domina; cameramen, 
Herbert Koerner and Herman Dey. At 
Casino, N, : March 1% ‘37. Running 
time 91 mins, 
Graf Sven Sternenhoe 


Lloy d-Film 


..Prnst Dumecke 





Graf Erik Sternenhoe ... .Curt Juergens 
Reichseraefin Jutta .. Arronda Lindner 
Graf Hjalmar ~elmut Weiss 
Veter Bete}? . t. 4 Meverinck 
Barron Larronkrona ‘ ...H. Huenner 
Alice Barrenkrons Klien Franck 
Karin Bratt ; Ixaethe Haack 
Knut Bratt . a ‘ needer-Schromm 
Gre ; He Heissins 
Baron Thornhere >, Schoenemann 
Baronin Thornbers: - Maria Seidler 
Herr Wennerere ’ Huso KF link 
Frau Wennergreen Olea Enel 
Miss Grove Merin Krahti 
Frau Appelquist Lucie Hoeflich 


(In German. No English Titles) 

Overly long and talkative, ‘Family 
Parade’ is little more than a proces- 
sion of characters in a story of a 
family mixup that falls pretty short 
of the comedy it was meant to be. 


can only produce sleeping powder 
effect on other than German audi- 
ences. 


Laid in Sweden, story concerns a 
young count, who, on reaching his 
2lst birthday, finds out he is a no- 
account because of a substitution en- 
gineered when he was a baby. In 
reality, he is the son of a former 
servant of the family. His engage- 
ment to a baron’s daughter is nearly 
disrupted, but romantic angle stays 
intact when girl overrides her 
father’s aversion. 

A bothersome aunt and a 
bunch of cousins supply the little 
humor. while Curt Juergens and 
Ellen Franck furn’sh the romance 
during the birthday’ celebration, 
which called the tribe together. 

Camera work is good both in out- 
door and interior shots. Cast does 
well in complicated yarn, with 
youngsters, Juergens, Miss Franck 
and Ernest Dumcke, best. Hurl. 


GUNS OF THE PECOS 


(WITH SONGS) 

Warner Bros. release of FN production. 
Stars Dick Foran. Features Anne Nagel, 
Gordon Hart, Joseph Crehan, Eddie Acuff, 
Robert Middlemass. Directed by Noel 
Smith. Original by Anthony Coldway; 
screen play, Harodl Buckley; songs, M. K. 
Jerome and Jack Scholl; camera, Ted Me- 
Cora; editor, Frank Dewar; dialog director, 
Harry Seymour. At Liberty, Lincoln, Ne>., 


noisy 





week March 12, ‘37, dual. tunning time 
iu} mins. ; 

Beeve AMMO... .6cccccccesscess Dick Foran 
pee Peer rrer re cry. Anne Nagel 
Wajor Burton. ........cccccees Gordon Hart 
Ce. - FOOUTTR. cecbacccssecetes Joseph Crehan 
Pe GGOE Co cs cannesedsctig saved Eddie Acuff 
ey TORINO. ¢.<nen an enes Robert Middlem‘ss 


i, Seer rrr: ry Te Gaby Fav 
WT OUsEO . . 0 vous 


Geniacccaseed< ...-Milten Kibbee 





Texas back country stuff, dating 
from the time of birth and _ first 
staggering steps in the right direc- 
tion made by the Texas Rangers. 
Story goes some haywire early, mak- 
ing several implausible jumps, but 
as it progresses there’s enough nose 
flattening material and gunfire to 
make it ideal action fare. Title is 
suggestive enough, even without the 
continual use of the word ‘ranger,’ 
which has dogged most of the past 
season’s prints. 

It’s more of the singing cowboy 


eycle, Dick Foran starring. He sings 
two numbers besides figuring in 
nearly all the action. One of the 
tunes is not at all bad and seems to 
ride under the handle of ‘Prairie, My 
Home. Other is ‘Cowboy Gets His 
Gal.’ Both are by M. K. Jerome 
and Jack Scholl, who do tunes for 
all his flicks. re 

Anne Nagel does oke as the femme 
lead. Story calls for her to develop 
pash white heat from sub-normal 
cold in about 36 hours’ times, but 
the western trade can believe that 
just as well as a lot of the other 
stuff. Robert Middlemass, the heavy, 
is a phoney back-country judge who 
plays Robin Hood and believes in 
the doctrine that charity begins at 
home. Eddie Acuff, with a fluffy 
Hollywood drawl and wearing a 
star on his chest, has the comedy 
burden. He uses Gaby Fay for a 
super-emotional foil part of the time. 

Smoke, Foran’s nag, is a beaut on 
the screen. Better to watch in ac- 
tion than most of the cast. Doesn't 
do tricks, strictly the mete type. 

arn. 


JUMP FOR GLORY 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, March 6. 


United Artists release of Criterion Film 
production, Stars Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.; 
features Valerie Hobson, Alan Hale. Di- 
rected by Raoul Walsh. Screen play, John 





Meehan, from novel by Gordon Macdonell; 
additional dialog, Harold French; camers, 
Cedric Williams, Victor Armenise. \t 
Phoenix theatre, London, March 53, °'57. 
Running time, && mins. 

Rickey Morgan..... Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
Glory Fane. weeeceesess VAl@erie Hobson 
PD | TTT TTT Cree Alan Hale 
Thompson...... , weeeee Jack Melford 
Sir Timothy Haddon....... Anthony Ireland 
Ph MM sbases cass Coenen Barbara Everest 
| ETT TL TTT TTT TTT | Edward Righy 
Robinson....... eevvrrr Ty Esme Percy 
Defending Counsel..... .. Basil Radford 
Prosecuting Counsel.....cccesssss Leo Genn 
oo PT ae reer errr Ter eT lan Fleming 
WOE s oseveveseveovscovecebees Frank UWirch 





Exploits of a young criminal who 
is redeemed by the love of a society 
girl. Starts off at a commendable 
pace, but doesn't carry through. With 





judicious cutting it can be made an 
interesting adventure story for local 
patrons and perhaps an okay pro- 
grammer for the U. S. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., turns in a 
splendid characterization as_ the 
young criminal, and Valerie Hobsen 
as the society girl is that somewhat 
rare thing in British pictures—an 
actress rather than the usual vac- | 
uous type who has crashed pictures | 
on her looks. 

Alan Hale as the older crook is 


——— ee | 


general supporting cast is more than 
adequate, 


will improve it out of all recognition 


MARIA NOVER 


(‘Sister Maria’) 





(HUNGARIAN MADE) 
Budapest. March 11 
Phoebus relea ot Palla 
irected by Vietor Gert 
tvan Lazar 
Istvan 


production 
t ler Scenat 
music Szabdvoles Fenyve 
Kiben 

including Sandor syed Eva Szor 
envi Paul Javor Lily Berl 
Gozon Tibor Halmay 


| 
lp 
ij Ts 
} 


Principal interest cf this picture is 
the first screen appearance of the | 
operatic baritone, Sandor Sved. He | 
proves himself a good actor as well 
as asserting the qualities of a 
| markably fine voice. 

Sved has the part of a painter who 
falls in love with Maria, 
bred young girl. She sits for one of 
his biblical pictures and 
| but there is a misunderstanding 
Girl loses faith in the painter and 
marries his friend (Javor) instead. 
Painter goes off and shifts his pro- 
fession to that of a vocalist, achieves 
world fame and returns to find the 
girl he loved the wife of another, 
mother of a child, and working as a 
voluntary nurse in a children’s hos- 
pital. He does not interfere with 
her peace, but finds consolation in 
his career. 

Silent version of this story was one 
of the best pre-sound pictures made 
in Hungary. Probably that is why 
the producers tackled it again, mak- 
ing simultaneous German and 
Hungarian versions and spent more 
money on it than usual. More lavish 
expenditure is apparent, production 
being in good taste and  well- 
photographed. But the story inter- 
est is nownere near “at of first-rate 
foreign pictures. 

_ Eva Szorenyi is pretty and charm- 
ing, but far from being a full-fledved 
screen actress yet. Javor is an ex- 
cellent and sympathetic actor. 
Jacobi, 





re- 





convent- 


loves him, 


Der Ungetreue Eckehart 


(‘The Unfaithful Husband’) 


(GERMAN MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 


Tobis production and release 
Lucie Englisch, Ralph A, 
Schulz, Jeny Kiefe. 
Feb, 19, °37, 
mins. 


Features 
toherts, Fritz 
At Casino, N, Y., week 
double bill. Running time, 89 





(In German, No English Titles) 

Looks as though semebody was 
reckless with the shears in wrong 
places with this German-made pro- 
duction. Opens like an orchestra 
short, with a plug for an unknown 
(at least to American audiences) 
band. Then drifts immediately into 
farce fable, with opening episodes in 
two bedrooms. These and _ subse- 
quent developments of the flirtatious 
hubby and irate spouse theme are 
framed exclusively for laugh pur- 
poses, 

Because the picture garners a con- 
stant stream of laughs, the feature 
should get its share of business in 
foreign-language spots, despite gro- 
tesque editing and cutting. 

Marital tangle that results when 
unfaithful husband attempts to shove 
blame on his brother-in-law are used 
by scripters to develop comical 
angies. Flirtatious brother, who is 
carrying on an affair with a cabaret 
dancer, steams up trouble by making 
his wife and her sister think that the 
meek, innocent husband is the step- | 
per-outer. All venerable farcical | 
matter, but goes over here because in 
the hands of capable players, and 
ably directed. 

Cutters more than the director are 
to be blamed for allowing repetition 
of early cabaret sequence and pro- | 
longed ending. Floor show at cafe | 
depicted here presents not a male | 
quartet but five singing waiters (all | 
equally unfunny) and a dancer who | 
is the nearest thing to an American 
stripper that has come across the | 
waters in a screen subject. But her | 
terps routine and song are blah. 
There’s one neat scene in which 
one sister says ‘phooey’ as she spits 
in her husband's face. And the semi- | 
hospital, Turkish bath scene might 
have been lifted bodily from bur- 
lesque or U. S. slapstick comedy, 
even down to the dampened pants 


gag. 

Lucie Englisch, Ralph Roberts and 
Fritz Schulz figure in a majority of | 
the comedy episodes. Their deft ma- 
nipulation of dialog and action goes 
far in making the film a chuckle 
provoker. Roberts is a pleasant ad- | 
dition to the ranks of German screen | 
funsters. Cast is an unsympathetic 
part, he never overlooks a bet, either 
facially or with word gymnastics. 
Wear. 





no — 





| Giuliano. 


fives up 


Ho Perduto Mio Marito 
(‘I’ve Lost My Husband’) 
(ITALIAN MADE) 

Rome, March 9. 


Enic release of ASTRA Filn produe- 
tion. Directed by Enrico Guazzoni. Story 
Giovanni Cenzato; music, Amedeo Kscobur 


Cast: Paola Borbeni, 
Vanni, Enrico Viarisio, 
Tattara Minora, 


Nino Besozzi, Vann 
Vittoria Benvenuti 


Situation is clever, but very badly 


duly ruthless and villainous, and the | ®®ndled, so that what might have 


been an amusing film is very dull. 
Cenzato’s stage play has simply been 


Cuts towards the end of the picture | transferred to the screen and no new 


elements added. 

Story is about Valentina, who pre- 
tends to lose a husband on her. wed- 
ding trip in order to set her cousin 
He is a quiet young man 
who has determined to lead a simpk 
life and has more or less shut him 
self up in his villa, one hour's ride 
trom Florence. le has managed tv 
ieod a quiet life for five years. unti! 


Valentina bursts upon him with the 
news that her husband disappeare: 
on the wedding night and left he 


itranded. 

Somewhat unwillingly, 
the quiet life, and start: 
on a tour of Italy with his cousin 
to locate the missing husband. Little 


Giuliano 


| by little Valentina’s accounts of thc 





missing husband's perfections get 
under Giuliano’s skin, make him 
fealous and finally lead him into 


falling in love with his cousin. So 
that in the end he is not angry when 
he finds out there never was a hus- 
band. Heln. 


-MPTOA vs. Radio | 


(Continued from page 4) 








newspaper people who may have an 
interest in some particular program. 


MG Only Clamper-Downer 


Since the last squawk made by ex- 
hibitors months ago Metro has been 
the only company that has refused 
to broadcast any shows tieing in 
with their current productions. Last 
one emanating from that plant was 
‘Born to Dance’ and this was a revue, 
with studio claiming that there was 
no story plot to unwind, but just bits 
of entertainment which they felt 
helped the picture. However, since 
that time heavy pressure has been 
brought on the studio heads by 
Louella O. Parsons to let her put 
‘Maytime’ ‘Good Earth’ and ‘Last of 
Mrs, Cheyney’ on her commercial 
program, with studio standing pat 
and nixing the idea. However, other 
companies such as Universal, War- 
ners and 20th Century-Fox have tied 
in with her frequently of late. 

Studio heads feel that this sort of 
pressure can be thrown off if the 
New York execs make a_ ruling. 
They are also irked at others here 
who annoy them with petty larceny 
ideas for use of talent. Many of 
these people have sold them ideas 
that they want to tie in only in a 
news way for the ether waves, and 
then at the last minute make de- 
mands on the studio for the use of 
talent to bolster these shows, that 
otherwise the program might prove 
so bad as to reflect on the studio tied 
in with the stunt, ete. The idea has 
been worked a great deal lately and 
studios were burnt up, but help- 
less. 

Therefore, with the radio tieup 
matter now in the open and the 
MPTOA having demanded a show- 
down, the studios feel much relieved 
and are in hopes that the final rul- 
ing on the matter by company heads 
will be one that is beneficial to both 
exhibitor and preducer. 

With respect to dirt and inside 
stuff chatter, over the air, the studios 
have already started to clamp down 
on the dispensers of this sort of 
stuff, many of them refusing to co- 
operate with the commentators as 
long as they refuse to play ball. 





RKO’S STRIPPER 
Chicago, March 23. 
Ada Leonard, for many months a 
starring burly stripper here, closes 


at the Rialto Thursday (25). and 
leaves immediately for Coast to 
work in RKO pictures. ‘Miss 


America’ is her first assignment. 
Of the many reported picture en- 


| Zagements for strippers, Ada Leon- 


ard’s will probably be the first to 
actually go into effect, for screen 
tests have already been okayed and 


| work is to commence at once. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Republic has changed ‘Gangs of 
New York’ to ‘It Might Happen to 
You,’ 

‘Sing and Be Happy’ at 20°) -Fox, 
formerly was ‘Everybody Sing.’ 

Mervyn LeRoy has changed tag of 
‘The Great Crooner’ to ‘Mr. Dedd 
Takes the Air.’ 

‘A Geritleman After Midnight’ for- 
merly was ‘He Wouldn't Get Mar- 
ried’ at Warners. 

RKO will release ‘Borrowed Time’ 
as ‘You Can't Buy Luck.’ 
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1 Out of Every 3 Houses in Philly 


Territory Using Games, Prizes, Etc. 


PRE DEM | 





| 
| 
houses which they operate indirectly | 


through Sol Hankin. 
More film 


Philadelphia, March 23. 


Despite the end of banko, games 
use premiums 


end giveaways in New York and places 
other cities, they’re still going strong than any other stimulant. About 
150 have such contracts. There are 


in Philly and surrounding territory 
and doing a potent job of building | about 125 termers for games, while 


indie b.o. More than 200 houses in|banko is comparatively little used. 
the area are spending approximately |It is firmly entrenched, but has | 
$20.000 on the games, premiums and gained none of the popularity it en- | 
cash gifts, which means that at least | JOYS in the west. 





one of every three possible spots Double featuring has never been a 
is using this or that type of shot-in-| popular policy in this territory, | 
the-arm Many houses are using| though the dual bills are making | 
both games and premiums. some headway where houses are | 
TI male business now, however finding it impossible to book decent 
» whole siness - ver, - . 
” pale eetntl static, with possible pix. Approximately 60 of the 800 
sia ad nts reluctant ¢o sign until | Rouses in eastern Pennsy, southern 
»w clients relucté 70 S 2 
* a Be S Saataeie ante New Jersey and Delaware are 
hen a Prenat pee —~ legality of double-featuring. 
down his decisio1 ality 
: Most sold games here are Banko, 
bingo. Hearing was held several & — 


distributed by Dave Molliver, and 
Bonus, distributed by Quality Pre- 
mium Co. Lucky, owned by Dennis 
Games Co., is third. Movie Keno, 
Screen-O, Line-O, Monte Carlo, 
Rummy, are others. 

Average cost to a theatre of run- 
ning a game is about $35 a night. 


weeks ago. and judgment is expected 
any day. 

The straight giveaway biz was at 
a standstill, anyhow, but the games 
were on the upbeat until police! 
stepped in about six weeks ago. Un- 
til that time gamers had very little 
trouble with the law. They are now 
free to operate temporarily until 
ruling is passed. 

While the premiums were slipping, 
the games were gaining, because 
many houses which wouldn’t think | 
of handing madame a dish will pass | 
her a card, without batting an eye, 
to play the same old Lotto she en- 
jovyed as a kid. | games or gifts employ them on two 

Idea seems to be that the crockery | or more nights. Otherwise, exhibs 
handout makes the theatre look too! say, when pic has two-day run they 
anxious, while playing a game is|get crowd one night and have an 
just an added form of entertainment. | empty house the other. Some exhibs 
Many exhibs have also learned from | are using premiums one night and 
housewives that they have lost in-|a game the other. Several operators 
terest in piling up any more parts | have experimented successfully with 
of sets of cheap china. |games on three or four nights a 

All observers, and even the game | week, especially where pix have long 
men themselves, are about ready to | runs. 
concede that the business pepper- | 
uppers are at their peak here now. | 
There may be a temporary spurt if | 
the court decision goes in their fa- | 
vor, but it won’t be long before the 
stimulators begin to skid. | 


Bank Night is getting $7.50 to $15 
|for promotion and use of the name. 
Prizes run around $25. Game prizes 
total from $15 to $50 in value, with 
individual gifts ranging in price from 
90c. to $7.50. Price of giveaway 
premiums average about 11l4éc. 
Almost half the houses using 





STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, March 23. 
Columbia took ‘Girl In Flight,’ orig 
by Ellis St. Joseph, New York writer. 
| ‘Moon Struck,’ yarn by Frederick 


WB’s Edge F i yon , 
Greatest battle is with Warner | sage aan! a a s 


Bros. whose 126 houses get preferred| RKO bought 
pix and prior dates and don’t have| orig by Patrick Quentin. 

to take the junk that goes with the; Republic took ‘Tucker Durkee 
indies’ full load. Games and give-| Buys In,’ an orig by Rolf Passer and 
aways give patrons some recompense | Lyford Moore. 


or ja 4 re c y ra | 
ae oo eee a | by Cynthia and Lawrence Meade. 
aaielg . | ‘Career in C Major,’ orig by James 
But even the chains have turned M. Cain, purchased at 20th-Fox 
to games in tight competitive spots.| Condor Pictures bought ‘Govern- 
Comerford is using screeno in nine | ment Agent,’ an orig by Philip Evans 
of its 61 theatres, while Warners is | for Conrad Nagel-Eleanor Hunt film. 
plugging screeno and dishes in three| Thames Williamson sold his yarn, 
'*She Married for Money.’ to RKO. 








Burley Squawk 





| the same things directly across the 


| talent is being seen by a better class. 





(Continued from page 1) 





heavily, business improved at the 
theatre. Customers could see the 
same things for 35 or 55 cents there 
as others were paying real bucks to 
ogle later in the evening with a 
glass of wine. 

Burlesque has been proud of the 
fact that it was developing ground 
for talent, and was glad to see some 
of its gals graduate to something 
better, but that was before the 
choice talent was snatched in such 
quantities, and before the talent did 


surroundings, and 
for the same price. So the time has | 
come when burlesque is mad; all 
except the bookers and the boosted 
talent, for the bookers are meeting 
a nicer class of people now, and the 


street, in nicer 





Most recent fusion of two branch- | 


les of entertainment in New York | 


is that-of burlesque and niteries. | 
Cafe agents spend half their work- 
ing hours in company of burley | 
managers, attempting to piace fan- | 
ners, balloon dancers, specialists | 


| and straight lookers as strippers and 


| 


| 


That’s $30 in prizes and $5 for cards. | 








' 


| 


| 


‘Puzzie For Fools, | 


Republic has taken ‘Deadline,’ yarn | 





If any of you heard and saw 
an old rube comedian 
talk and get big laughs 


then dance and stop the show 


at RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


WEEK MARCH 18th 
IT WAS 


ART FRANK 


PHIL BLOOM and LEON LEONIDOFF 








Who Thanks 








with plenty responding from 
sides of the fence. : 

Although burlesque has absorbed 
plenty of late vaude talent, present- 
day affluence of the burley field has 
prompted specialty gals to invade it 
rather than lay off, while waiting 
night spot engagements. Vaude 
switch was gradual. Latest twist 
has virtually reached an epidemic 
with some former nitery agents de- 
voting themselves and cliients to 
burley, and even trying to encroach 
on already-established burley tal- 
ent. Few of the gals confine them- 
selves to either field, preferring to 


both 





double from one to the _ other. 
Strangers to burley easily equal 
number of vets that have gone 
nitery. 

Among newcomers are Janice An- 
drea, Agnes Crystal, Betty La 
Vonne, Poppy O’Hara, Jane Dob- | 


bins, Julie Bryan and Della Carroll. 
Girls were formerly in unit shows 
and nitery specialists of one kind 
or another. Couple are former 
showgirls from musicals. Doublers 
from burley to niteries are Margie 
Hart, Ada Leonard, Lea Perrin, 
Midgie Parks and Hinda Wassau. 


Writer Pact | 











(Continued from page 2) 





| 
| 
| 
| 


as a standing committee, as against | 
an all-writer arbitration board in the 
Acad setup. Members of the writer | 
trio shall be appointed by the board 
of directors of the SP, and the pro- 
ducer trio shall be named by the 
producers signatory to the _ pact. 
Power to appoint also includes 
power to remove at any time, and 
there is provision for an alternate 
group of six. 

Arbitration ‘body will set up its 
own rules and elect any officers 
necessary. It also has the power to 
draft other groups or individuals to 
discuss interpretations of the agree- 
ment and to consider proposed re- 
visions or new provisions of the 
| basie pact. 





fines the long-controversial questions 
|} relating to screen credits. The most 
| stubbornly contested provisions re- 
| lated to the determination of the 
| writers to revise the whole screen 
credit situation, hitherto a matter of 
constant wrangling and debate. 

The final resolution, as embodied 
in the agreement is intended to war- 
rant credit—with its essential pres- 
tige—to the actual working writers 
who deserve the credits, not the 





After ,March 15, 1938, any 
natory “ntpP withdraw from. the 
| agreement on at least six months’ 
notice, as an individual, or the 


| Lawrence 


Much of the 15-page document de- ! 


credit-snatchers who have hereto- 
fore horned in through politics or 
power, 

More Importance 

These new credit provisions will 
serve to give the writer, as a crafts- 
man, more recognized importance in 
the final production than has here- 
tofore been acknowledged in prac- 
tice. 

Writ provides that a freelance 
writer who has worked for a pro- 
ducer on a week-to-week basis for 
at least 10 consecutive stanzas or 
less must give and receive not less 
than one week’s notice prior to 
termination of the employment. In 
other cases a 24-hour notification 
period is specified. 

Upon the request of a writer, the 
producer is required to acquaint the 
former with other writers who may | 
be working on the same story mate- | 

| 
| 





rial, either in collaboration or inde- 
pendently. 

Basic agreement was signed for 
the Playwrights by Grover Jones, 
prez, and William Conselman, sec- 
retary. Producers signatory are: B. 
B. Kahane, for Columbia; P. A. 
Chase, for First National; Darryl | 
Zanuck, 20th-Fox; L. B. Mayer, 
Metro; Henry Herzbrun, Paramount: 
Samuel J. Briskin, RKO; Charles | 
R. Rogers, Universal, and J. L. War- 
ner, Warner Bros. 





sig- | 


Screen Playwrights, Inc., as a body. 
One technicality remains before 
the Producers can legally accept the 
pact. That is the willingness of the 
general .membership of the Acad 
writers branch to amend its agree- 
ment to conform with the SP con- 
tract. Acad agreement has until Oct. 
5 to run before it can be canceled 
or voted on for a continuance. 
On the Acad exec committee 
which will pass on the new con- 
tract are three SP members and 
three non-members. SP members 
are Waldemar Young, William Slav- 
ens McNutt and Grover Jones. Non- 
members are Howard Estabrook, 
Jane Murfin and Robert Riskin. 





CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, March 23. 
Edwin Knopf, head of the Metro 
scenario department, re-ticketed. | 
Robert Chapin goes to 20th-Fox on | 
writer’s deal. 
Metro. picked up option on Wil- 
liam Henry: 
Donald Ogden Stewart sigged | 
termer at Selznick-International. 
Warners gave writing tickets 
Kimble and Robertson | 
White. 
Ellis St. Joseph goes to Columbia 
on term writing pact. 
RKO ticketed Lee Patrick, come- 
dienne from the New York stage. 


Grace Ford remains at Metro an- 
other year on an option pickup. 

Lon Chaney, Jr., optioned at 20th- 
Fox. 

Samuel Goldwyn has_ purchased 
‘Honeymoon in Reno,’ story by Vir- 
ginia Kellogg. 

Ferdinand Reyher 
writer’s pact at RKO. 

Warners exercised 
Stanley Logan, actor. 

RKO signed Derry Deane, four- 
year-old, to pact. 

Columbia lifted option on Roslyn 
Keith, actress. 

Alan Bruce tagged to termer at 
RKO. 

Helen Valkis had her first option 
lifted at Warners. 

Ford Beebe’s option was plucked 
at Universal. He'll now direct. 

Ernest Pagano received a term 
writing pact at RKO. 

Jimmy McHugh’s option lifted at 
Universal. . 

RKO picked up option on Frank 
Wead, writer. 

James Wong signatured term con- 
tract as cameraman at Selznick- In- 





to | 


tagged to 


its option on 








ternational. 





eta 


COLORED BALTO HOUS 
MGR. GUILTY ON BINGO 


Baltimore, March 23. 

Clamping down on Baltimore's 
first experience with a premium Live 
ing gimmick as a stimulus to the 
b. o., a jury in Criminal Court today 
found. Joe Kane, manager of the 
Royal, local colored combo house, 
guilty of conducting a lottery. Mo. 
tion for a new trial postponed sen. 


tence by Judge Eugene O'Dunne, 
who has been carrying on a vigorous 
campaign of late against illegal book 
making, number writing and 





Lame 
bling in general. 
Kane, who manages house for 


Dave Stieffel, chain operator of Phil- 
adelphia, was running a bingo game 
on Monday and Thursday nights in 
addition to his show. Grabbed and 
indicted two weeks ago, his case was 
being watched with considerable in- 
terest on part of local exhibs who up 
to now have had relatively little 
competish, from bank nights, double 
features, screeno, bingo, etc. 


Ohio Exhibs Conclud 
Banko’s Wearing Off 








Cleveland, March 23. 
Although banknite is okay in 
Cleveland legally, it has been 
dropped at RKO Lincoln by Nat 


Holt, division, manager, as part of 
circuit's new national policy. 
coln was the only one left on chain 
with prize-drawings. With this nabe 
discontinuing, the entire RKO cir- 
cuit is now banknite-less. 

Several other neighborhood ex- 
hibitors have, or are on the verge of 
sloughing their bankos after discov- 
ering their negative results on busi- 
ness in the long run. Dave Marmor- 
stein recently killed it at his Circle, 
although Martin Printz’s Alhambra 
across the street is still running 
prize nights. Apathy of regular cus- 
tomers, not crookedness nor size of 
bankos, is convincing some exhibs 
that novelty of stunt here is wearing 
off. 


Lin- 





Dickstein Bill 


(Continued from page 3) 














crowning blow came last week when 
Dickstein hurriedly assembled two 
or three members for an unsched- 
uled ‘reopening’ of the hearings, 
which had been adjourned the week 
before. Numerous committee mem- 
bers who had opposed the bill were 
not invited to the off-the-record re« 
peat performance and were comes 
pletely unaware that the chairman 
had seized an opportunity to have 
Paul Whiteman ‘testify’ in favor of 
the alien actor law. Attempt of 
Dickstein to have the jazz maestro’s 
testimony included in the record— 
closed two weeks ago—drew screams 
and squawks, with members already 
soured on the bill swearing that a 
first-class row would be readied 
within a few days. 

Line-up at present appears 
follows: 

For the bill: Representative Dick- 
stein. 

Against the bill: 21 out of 22 mem- 
bers of the committee. 

Views of Representative Schulte 
of Indiana, who joined Dickstein in 
his tom-tom beating, during the first 
sessions of the hearings, are not 
known. Indiana rep ducked all per- 
formances after his initial appear¢ 
ance as the bill’s champion. 


as 











WITH HIS NEW REVUE 


DAVE APOLLON 


PLAYED TO STANDING ROOM DURING HOLY WEEK 


THIS WEEK (March 18), LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 


Acclaimed by Everyone as the outstanding entertainment of the season Booked Solid to May 6, which concludes 32 Consecutive Weeks 


JUNE Ist, UNIVERSAL PICTURES, HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 
Direction—BERNARD BURKE  CURTIS-ALLEN Agency 


A New Show in Preparation For Next Season 


RADIO CITY, NEW YORK 
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Concerted effort is being made by 
principal distributing companies to 
combat efforts to unionize exchange 
workers in key cities by making 
working condition, hours and wages 
and all surroundings so pleasant that 
union organizers will find this sector 
of the industry barren territory. 

While St. Louis thus far is the 
sole spot where the unions have ob- 
tained a foothold of real proportions 
to date, two or three other larger 
cities may feel the effects of the 
present unionization campaign. How- 
ever, industry leaders are hopeful 
that they will be successful in pre- 
venting the spread of film exchange 
unions to other communities. Big- 
gest efforts to locate locals have 
been made to date at Detroit, Boston 
and New Haven. 


Reason that company officials are | 
anxious to prevent unionization of | 


exchange employees is that they 
realize the effect on _ exhibitors. 
Strong union operating in leading 
exchanges could force exhibs to em- 
ploy strictly union projectionists or 
have their film service cut off by 
union workers in key cities. It is 
understood that this would work a 
hardship on small-town exhibitors 
operating on a small margin of 
profit and unable to pay any higher 
scale in some instances. 


The better working conditions 
.campaign has been going ahea 


guietly in most of the leading ex- 
change centers. Aside from checking 
on actual hours worked and salaries 
paid, company officials have attempt- 
ed to develop the idea of pride in 
the progress of the film concern for 
which they are working. 

Understood that one or two of the 


major companies are backsliders on | 


wage scales as compared with their 


competitors, and it is likely that some | 
effort will be made to swing them | 


into line. 


Philadelphia, March 23. 
Attempts were started here sev- 
eral weeks ago to organize em- 
ployees of film exchanges into unions 
similar to those now going in Boston, 
Detroit and other cities. Plans, how- 
ever, seem to have been temporarily 


dropped until stronger footing is at- | 


tained in other places. 
Exchanges seem mystified concern- 
ing whose doing the missionarying 


and Horace Johns, of projectionsists’ 
organization, who were reported be- 
hind move, both denied interest. 
Buzzing also that house employees 
may be welded into a collective bar- 
gaining squad. 





Saenger’s Injunction 


: Vs. Col. Over ‘Theodora’ 


New Orleans, March 23. 
In an effort to obtain control of 


‘Theodora Goes Wild’ for exhibition | 
in its chain in Louisiana, Mississippi, | 


Wednesday, March 24, 193 


+ 
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Improved Wages, Etc, As Means 
- To Duck Unienization of Exchanges. s:: «»sis rin sass 





How’s This, Andy? 


Los Angeles, March 23. 
Because a local daily chat- 
terer omitted his name from a 
yarn about his forthcoming 
production, ‘The Girl Said No,’ 
Andrew L. Stone, producer, 
has declared a strike against 
the Grand National publicity 
department, which currently 
consists principally of Joe 
Shea. 
Hereafter he'll plant his own 
publicity. 


NW % ‘BOYCOTT 
LOOKS LIKE A 
STANDOFF 


Minneapolis, March 23. 
With Moe Levy, 20th-Fox district 
manager, 45 


with 














claiming new-season 


| product contracts percentage 
deals already signed, including ‘many 
City exhibitors,’ 
apolis and St. Paul members of 
Northwest Allied States were to 
| hold another emergency meeting 
this week to review the buying sit- 
uation again and to decide 
| ‘boycott’ of percentage pictures 
| should be continued or modified. 

It was asserted by leaders of the 
| organization that since the adoption 
of the resolution calling upon inde- 
pendent exhibitors not to buy per- 
| centage pictures, 20th-Fox has 
! ‘backed down’ on its percentage de- 
mands. Levy, however, denies any 
such ‘back down.’ He says deals are 


by Twin Minne- 


made to conform to the various fac- | 


tors which enter into the individual 
| situations, ‘the same as always.’ 


20th-Fox, before the adoption of its 
resolution, was demanding more 
| percentage deals than last season. 
| Now, they assert, contracts have 


| been offered to some of the theatre | 


William Harrer, biz agent of IATSE, | qwners calling for only three per- 


want to ‘make an example’ of one of 


against it in an effort to ‘induce’ the 


distributors all along the line to 
‘make their contracts more equit- 
able. Others are advocating that 


Northwest Allied put teeth into its 
non-buying resolution by requiring 
members to post cash bonds to in- 





withhold purchases of the percent- 
age pictures. 


Alabama and Florida, Saenger The- | 


atres, Inc., filed suit for an injune- 
tion Thursday (18) against Columbia 
Pictures of Louisiana, Inc., demand- 
ing the exchange be prevented from 
turning the film over to competitive 
exhibitors, 


benefit of other theatres in the Saen- 
ger chain. 

; The Saenger company charges that 
it had an agreement with Columbia 
for first run on any of its pix, but 
that this agreement is being disre- 
Barded. The court granted a tem- 
Porary restraining order and set 


March 31 as the date for the hearing. ' 


Ludwig Directs ‘Barrier’ 


Hollywood, March 23. 
Edward Ludwig will direct ‘The 
arrier’ at Paramount. 
Picture is a special which Harry 
Sherman will produce for Par re- 
lease, 


a 








Wanted—a 
Capehart 


From Private 
Must be 
ferably 


individual only. 
_in good condition, pre- 
’ in French period model 
Cabinet. Radio and phonograph 
Combined. Specifications, de- 


tails of model number, age and 
Price to 


Box 711, Variety, New York 
Oeste 














| fice for answer. 
| Motion Picture Producers and Dis- 


739 Fair Demands Pix 


Biz’s Assurance on 


| Educational Films 
The film has already been shown | y i" 

here at the Orpheum, a Mort Singer | 
house, and the suit was filed for the | 


Question of educational pictures | 
for showing at the New York 
World’s Fair in 1939 has been 


placed squarely before the Hays of- 


tributors is studying the matter, 
| making detailed check and should 
have an answer within the next 
two weeks. 

| Educational Building at the big 
New York exposition will be the 
| last word in the world of teaching. 
| All model classrooms shown in the 
giant structure will be fully condi- 


tioned and wired for talking pic- 
tures to illustrate the strides made 
in visual-audio education. 

Reason that the recuest was made 


!of the Hays office was that educa- 


| tors and fair officials wanted to 
know in advance if routined edu- 
cational films would be available 
from the picture business as a 
whole. Thus far the industry has 
not formulated any definite plans 
for the educational field. 

The answer which the Hays or- 
ganization will give probably will 
reveal whether or not the industry 


is to branch out inte the educational 


film field with any sort of produc- | 
tion, compilin’ or distribution sys- 
‘tem. 


if the | 


Northwest Allied heads claim that | 


| centage pictures, which is fewer | 
than last year. 
Some of the local independents 


| the exchanges by calling a ‘strike’ | 


sure their good faith in agreeing to} 


Committee for the | 


SOME 250 CINEMAS IN 
U.S. FOR COLORED FANS 


of Trade indicates that more than | 
| 232 picture houses in the U. S. cur- | 
| rently are catering to colored pa- | 
| tronage, with a total of around! Technicolor laboratoryites have 
| 150,000 seating capacity represented | figured out a way of superimposing 
by these theatres. Chicago is miss-| titles on films in color without using 
| ing from the list because no survey black mats. This, while unknown 
| was made by the board in that city, | and generally not appreciated in the 


but 14 to 20 houses there cater to| film industry at large, will solve one 

colored patrons. of the worst problems of color films 
New York City tops the list of| from an international distribution 

cities in number of houses and seat- | standpoint 

ing capacity though only eight thea- Ever since feature films in color 

tres of 31 listed are designated as became a practicability, the matter 


catering 


to the Negro 
Twenty-three are tabbed 


exclusively 
population 


as being theatres at which attend- 

ance is mixed. Of the total seating 

capacity of 38,973 from the area re- TAMPA EXHIB’S SUIT 
ported by the N. Y. film board of . 

trade, only 3,739 seats are located 


outside New York City. 
The district covered by the Wash- 


Atlanta, March 23. 


Plea of Broadway Theatre, Inc., of 


ington board renorted the greatest 

, 2 ‘ , tT . aye \ 7 
number of theatres though the ac-| Ybor City, rampa, Fla., suburb, for 
tual seating capacity ranked only. preliminary injunction against eight 
| second. There are 46 theatres and major film distributors and a chain 
|; Seating capacity of 26,853 in this! of theatres, alleging violations of the 


| area. However, Baltimore topped | Sherman anti-trust law, was denied 
| Washington both in number of Wednesday (17) by Federal Judge 
| houses and seats, the 14 houses in| paceom S. Deaver. The jurist de- 
| the Maryland metropolis represent- clined to intervene in the dispute 
| ing capacity of more than 10,000 giving as his reason the fact that 
| seats. : ¥ 

While sik -dateeitehied deena “te evidence submitted to him was in- 

— ’y | sufficient to warrant issuance of such 

the Atlanta film board of trade an ender 
1's we ae "ac ve or Oo -/ = = 2 
showed 44 theatres catering to col Plaintiff sought to restrain defend- 
ored population or second in num- 


ants from ‘conspiring to prevent ex- 


ber in the list, the seating canacity , > , 
. ~~ = eating capacity hibition of certain films’ by the pe- 


| of the same ran a poor third na- ’ 
‘onally oo . : . | titioning theatre. 
tionally. In this vast area, Miami Acti menieht in this. “th 
; - ; : , wa yrougn S, > 
led in seating capacity with three oe “ 


northern district of Georgia, because 
most of the defendants maintain dis- 
tributing offices here. The hearing 
| was held here about four weeks ago 
land Judge Deaver, who lives in 


houses showing 3,062 seats. The four 
theatres in Atlanta catering to col- 
ored trade had seating capacity of 
; Only 1,500. 


| public, took the matter under ad- 

j e visement, 

| Named in the action were Vita- 
| graph, Par, Metro, UA, Col, RKO, 


| 20th-Fox, Universal and United The- 


Macon, where his decision was made | 


Superimposing of Subtitles on 
Color Pix Solved by New Process 


of titles has upset the foreign trade 
| channels. Practically half of the 
| world market is served with prints 
| using superimposed titles but these 
| cannot be used on color films, there 
being no practical way of blending 
the white printing into the stock 
film . One way out thus far has been 
to use a mat, or strip of black across 
the bottom (or side for Japanese) of 
the film and print the white titles 
on this strip Effect has been a 
none-too-happy one, with a number 
of complaints from everywhere, 

ince the black strip 
tracts from the various color combos 

In ‘Garden of 
Allah,” however, Technicolor found 
a way of doing away with the strip. 
Titles are printed in an extra light 
so much so as to look almost 


seriously de- 


Superimposing 


rreen, 


white and yet fit in with the color 
filter system involved. Screened last 
week at the UA h.o. with Japanese 
titles, several execs of foreign de- 
partments from other companies 
came to see the results and were 
pleased, 
Quite Costly 

The new system is a very expen- 
sive one. It costs $40 per reel for 
the technical end of superimposing 


titles on a color print. With the new 
ystem, $200 per reel is asked. That, 
added to the other involved in 
titling, makes it rather expensive a 
proposition and practically of 
the question for shorts. 
Super-imposing of titles is no sim- 
matter as practiced by the 
Metro, for instance, has a 
staff of title experts in New York. 
| Titles are written and spotted in 
| English. English list of titles is 
then sent to the various markets in- 
| volved where it is locally translated 
by experts. List is then printed lo- 
cally, each title on a seperate card, 
|and the batch of cards shipped back 
to New York where the lab work of 


costs 


out 


ple 
majors. 


PIX INTO U. S. atres, Inc. | super-imposition is done. 
| Suit for damages for approximate- Several of the other companies 
ly $600,000 has been filed by the | don't go to that much trouble, but 
Florida corporation against the de-|M-G feels it is the safest way all 
fendants with the exception of | around, Paramount, on the other 
United Theatres, Inc. The civil ac- hand, lets the local offices do the 
a tion is pending in the northern dis- | titles everywhere except in Japan, 





| trict court. 


|Same for UA, 





The number of foreign feature | | 


productions submitted to the Hay- |! eee fod 


| sian Eastern Production Code office | : 
| is just about holding its own with]: 
| this time in 1936. No material in- 
crease is in sight, main reason being 


Dre tit rit t 





re 


k Theatres | 
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| that producers in Europe are getting 
wise to the fact that few of their films 
have a chance of playing in houses 
affiliated with the Motion Picture | 
|} Producers and Distributors Associa- | 
tion. This is especially true of Euro- 
pean languages, not done in Eng- 
lish, because their outlet is almost 
entirely arty or foreign sure-seaters. 
Even indie English film producers 
having no major distribution affilia- 
| tion know that affiliated circuits sel- | 
| dom take their product. | 

Hence, the foreign producers are 
not going to the trouble and expense 
of submitting their pictures to the 
Hays code authority for purity in- 
spection when they know their films | 














| have no chance of getting into a Pp RAMOUNT TIMES 
regs circuit house. They consider 11] SQUARE 
the N. Y. censor board is sufficient ||| ree 
- s . . . . < 9 
since the art patronage and foreign- WAIKIKI WEDDING 
| language theatres don’t care whether | with BING CROSBY 
their pictures have the Hays office || 
code seal or not. The state censorial | —ON THE STAGE— 
; board is recognized as being more or ||| kbDDIE DUCHIN AND_ HIS) ORC, 
i less broad-minded, say industry | | Ant. oe 
| chieftains, which is one explanation | | _ a es ee TT 
| of why a touch of paprika sometimes | 
is found in some of the foreign pro- 
SATURDAY, MARCH 27TH 


; ductions on view in N. Y. City. 
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JEANETTE 

| MacDONALD © EDDY 

| MAYTIME 

| an M-G-M_ pleture 
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with JOHN BARRYMORE 
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ceecemecennsemmaniee ANC RD, ; 
vn _,. || “HISTORY IS MADE | Ji°} sit‘ wonrtoweny 
Mpls.’ Title Switching AT NIGHT” E} ‘Last of Mrs. Cheyney’ 
— Ww VAUDE\ ILLE 
Minneapolis, March 23. || ZANE REVOLE es og 
Fred Strom, who changes titles of ; 4 S$ Dave Apollon ene 
pictures with the idea of luring the 
rougher male element in the lower 
Gateway district that patronize his RADIO PREMIERE 
theatre, continues the process. This ery MUSIC HALL Thursday Eve. March 25 


time he sold Claudette Colbert's éé 
‘Gilded Lily’ as ‘Scarlet Lady, be- SEVENTH 
cause, he said, the customers didn't 


HEAVEN” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


know you can’t gild a lily and would 
take the original title literally and 
away. 








tay 


SILENT BARRIERS 
AN FPIC OF A NATION 
G-B Production 


New CRITERION BROADWAY 


sth ST. 
Pwiee Daily, 2:45 and 8:45 











‘Scarlet Lady’ drew big business. 





‘Hurricane’ in Samoa 


"th Av & 50th Se. “TOP OF 

Hollywood, March 23. | ” 

Samuel Goldwyn technical and THE TOWN 

camera crew sails March 31 for On the Stage : 
' Samoa to grab footage for ‘The Hur- | LOUISE MASSEY 
veneer & WESTERNERS — 
eer ; | aus 25°, FY | Ow KIPA — KOSS 

Stuart Heisler. associate directo 4+KATS iv.M Wisk, JR. 





will be in charge. 


| ASTOR 


Bway. at 45th St. 
All Seats Reserved 

# Udails B42, & 
si « thet 
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ANTI-BERGER TACTICS 


Radio 








Unite on Railroad Man for 
Secretaryship 





‘ Washington, March 23. 
Although Postmaster General Jim 
Farley has given his blessing to Rob- 
ert I. Berger for the secretaryship of 


the Federal Communications Com- | 


mission, the apointment is. not 
cinched. Washington boys who don’t 
want a New York broadcasting 
alumnus to get the job have made a 
last minute union behind Walter 
Chamblin. 

Hope to get a dual endorsement 


from Farley whereby the patronage- , 
dispenser would okay both Berger | 
and Chamblin and then let nature | 
They have a lot of | 


take its course. 
confidence in nature in this town. 

Chamblin is formerly of the Asso- 
ciated Press and now with the Ches- 
apeake & Ohio railroad. 





Shortwave News 


Has State Dept. 
Policy Angle 


Internal trouble on CBS’ short wave 
broadcasts has already been mani- 
fested with elimination of Jorge 
Leyal, as commentator, and substi- 
tution of Albert Zalamea in that 
spot. Change was made by Paul 
White, special events broadcast chief, 
personally in charge of the Latin 
good-willer. 

Leyal, initial spieler on the nightly 
program, was replaced, it is re- 
ported, when he ran into disapproval 
of officials because of alleged per- 
sonal coloring and interpretations 
of international news events during 
broadcasts. Understood that State 
Department was also anxious about 
the news comments. 

Newcomer moves over from United 
Press where he had been for past 
12 years in Spanish department. 


MYSTERY MAN MORTON 











| Transamerican Puzzle Blueprinted 








Not yet a year old, Transamerican Broadcasting & 
Television Co. has been something of a record-maker 
in the volume and variety of the gossip and specula- 
tion it has stirred up in the radio trade. This has been 
due to a number of causes, among them changes, de- 
lays or modifications in the original plans. And again 
the fact that ‘possibilities’ with a remote time element 
have not been understood correctly but have been 
taken by guessers to be much nearer to hand than 
anybody in the real know contemplated or expected. 

That Transamerican always had, and still has, with- 
in its anatomy the germ of another network, is a fact. 
But networks are not thrown together over this week- 
end or any week-end. Experience has shown partic- 
ularly that there’s no profit to the developers of net- 
works if they over-expand facilities rapidly and there- 
by labor for the American Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
Line costs have imposed deadly overhead burdens on 
more than one attempt to put networks, large or small, 
together. 


Historically Transamerican has its roots in the fight 
Warner Brothers fought with ASCAP early in 1936. 
Here are some of the dates and facts that may be 
considered pertinent background to status quo of the 
moment: 


April 29, 1936—Variety disclosed to the radio trade 
| that Warners was prepared to invest $1,000,000, or bet- 
| ter, in the Mutual network as a first step in its desire 
to have radio outlets. Warners at the time had no 
song plugs due to the ASCAP fight shutting the War- 
ner music publishing subsidiaries off CBS, NBC and 
stations generally. 

May 20, 1936—Vartiety foresaw at least seven full 
hour guest star programs originating from Hollywood 
by the following fall. This trend dramatized to the 
film producers the importance of radio and made 
them receptive to radio deals. Of the various nego- 
tiations thereafter started between various film com- 
panies and radio and the coincidental agitation led by 
theatre owners against air appearanc?s of film stars 
there has, up to now, been no conclusive result. But 
in the past year the film biz and the radio biz have 
done business on many fronts and the relationship 
has been increasingly close. 


May 27, 1936—Variety made an informal census 
among leading advertising agencies and found rela- 
tively few were definitely predisposed to spot as 
against network radio advertising. This in turn re- 
lated to the long list-short service controversy be- 
tween stations and their sales reps and emphasized 
the question of results in developing new spot busi- 
ness through the existing system of station reps. After 
several years the now-outlawed aggressive time 
broker, despite his faults, regained prestige and there 
was talk that spot radio should be sold not cold as 
open time to whoever asked for it, but through the 
medium of ideas a desire for time should be created. 
It is necessary to refer to the complicated and in- 
volved matter of unsatisfactory, or at least criticized, 
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VISITS CLEVELAND conditions in spot broadcasting because subsequently. 
' | Transamerican’s chief activities have been based on 





Cleveland, March 23. 

Proposed moving of WTAM to 
larger quarters at an estimated cost 
of $300,000 has been developed by 
NBC into a mystery drama. Alfred 
Morton, manager of NBC, owned and 
operated stations, spent several days 
looking over possible locations and 
kept shrouding the web’s plan in 
subdued shushes, darting glances 
around corners and re-enforced holds 
on his portfolio. William A. Clark, 
NBC architect, was with him. 

One report has it that NBC has 
already leased 30,000 feet for 10 
years in the Guarantee Title & Trust 
Building, while purportedly another 
deal involves a new sports arena and 
hockey rink. NBC’s local 50,000- 
watter was originally put up in 
quickie quarters. It is now found 
that they are in need of much sound- 
proofing that WTAM’s surroundings 
are not in keeping with its prestige. 





Romance on the Upbeat 


Buffalo, March 23. 

Charley Lewis, WBEN announcer, 
and Martha Norcross, of the NBC 
sisters’ trio have announced they 
will get married in June. Fd Rei- 
mers, spieler, and Joan Hutton, vo- 
calist, both of WBEN, have set the 
time for the fall. Hamilton Woodle, 
chief announcer of WEBR, will wed 
Jean Lennon on June 19. 

Guy Hummel, WBEN technician, 
and Virginia Grass have decided on 
an Autumn wedding. 





La France Okays Script 
Hollywood, March 23. 


Herb Conner’s script serial, ‘House | 
taken by | 


Undivided,’ has _ been 
Young & Rubicam for La France 
and will be given a test run on 
the Coast Don Lee chain. Goes five 
times a week in 15-minute doses. 
No date has seen set for opener. 





L. B. Goes Nautical 


Cincinnati, March 23. 
It’s Commodore L. B. Wilson now. 
Folks at WCKY got the flash from 
Florida that their skipper, the little 


Napoleon of broadcasters, has taken | 


title to a 32-foot Chris-Craft cruiscr; 
a new plaything for him during peri- 
odical visits to Miami. 


a formula deriving its strength from existing spot 
radio conditions; and this in turn may build up the 
backlog for any ‘network’ of the future. 

June 17, 1936—Variety was first with the news that 
John L. Clark was to leave WLW, Cincy, to become 


general manager of a new organization, Transamerican 
Broadcasting & Television Co., which was being set 
up with Warner coin. At that time Mutual was an 
integral part of what loomed on the horizon. In the 
same issue it was reported that the Mutual-Don Lee 
deal was set. Mutual was thus ready, when the 
switchover date should come, to be a coast-to-coast 
web. Mutual has carried out its intentions and is 
now functioning nationally. But meanwhile cross- 
current diverted the original course. 

July 8, 1936—Reiter & Jaeger, station reps, taken 
over by Transamerican and reported in Variety, 
Transamerican’s station sales service has since then 
developed twofold. First, about nine stations were 
handled on a straight sales rep basis. But 50 addi- 
tional stations became affliates of Transamerican as 
regards the main thesis of this phase of the organiza- 
tion—the creation of program ideas, the recording of 
the entertainment, the placing of the campaign on 
any combination of stations among the list of affiliates 
which the advertiser wished. This was sold and bal- 
lyhooed as a flexible ‘network’ using transcriptions as 
its transmission medium. It is stated that nearly one 
million dollars gross in placements has been made by 
Transamerican’s station service in its first year. 

July 15, 1936—Two significant stories were in this 
issue of Variety. John L. Clark was going west to 
talk with, among others, Don Lee executives. Trans- 
american’s plan to absorb the cost of recording pro- 
grams—not talent—came as information not pleasant 
to station reps generally. 

July 29, 1936—Variety harbingered the probable 
withdrawal of WLW, Cincy, from partnership in Mu- 
tual. It has since retained a nominal affiliation with 
Mutual but is not concerned with its management or 
expansion. This change must be borne in mind as 
drastically altering the original blueprints of the 
many-sided promotion of which Transamerican was 
the spearhead and the arrangement-maker. 

Aug. 12, 1936—Transamerican advertised in VARIETY 
that ‘there’s no mystery about Transamerican.’ Never- 
theless it has continued to be the skeleton in the 
closet and the ghost walking in the attic of broad- 
casting since then. Of its ultimate destiny only time 
can speak authoritatively. Deals are made and un- 
made over night. An example of that was seen this 
month when after practically signing with WMCA. 
New York, a last-minute reversal brought the WLW 
line for which Transamerican is ‘exclusive’ agent to 
the Loew-Metro station, WHN. 

Sept. 30, 1936—Varuiety first announced that WLW 
contemplated a New York originating studio and 
planned to fill in the edges of its map with allied 
stations. Th’ ‘big package for advertisers’ is just now 
in process of taking form with last week’s consum- 
mation of a WLW-WHN reversible wire running 
through WFIL, Philadelphia and KQV, Pittsburgh. 

March 30, 1937—This week’s story in Variety (see 
adjoining page) indicates interest in Transamerican 
by Wall Streeters and possibility of either a corporate 
or a financial revamping prior to the expansions in 
sundry directions that may be anticipated. Whole 
future course of Transamerican will be the result 
of bargaining, developments, the state of the industry, 
the need for and the receptivity to services. Trans- 
american is already an omnibus laden with promo- 
tional possibilities. 





Household Finance Show 
Adds Frankie Masters Ork 


Chicago, March 23. 
New show for Household Finarice 
starts on April 6, with the Frankie 
Masters orchestra handling the musi- 
cal portion of the show. Edgar Guest 


WORLD SIGNS 
MPP.A. PACT 





Energine Removes Spots, 
Also Radio Announcers 





Installation of Jack Costello as an- 
nouncer for Energine portion of the 
Vox Pop program on NBC makes 
that the fifth change in that bracket 


continues as headliner on the pe- 
riod. 

Through the local Batten, Barton, 
Durstine & Osborn agency. Biggie 
Levin handled the negotiations with 
the agency on the Masters orchestra, 
although Music Corp. of America 
regularly represents the band. 

Program as set up by Henry Klein, 
radio chief for B. B. D. & O., will 
also include ‘success stories’ of busi- 
ness, professional, and_ industrial 
leaders as interviewed and told by 
Guest. Actual person whose. life is 
being described will be brought into 
the studio for personal interviewing 
over the ether. 


Feed and Speed Cowan 


Radio and Tin Pan Alley bunch 

feted Rubey Cowan, NBC talent 
booker, last night (Tuesday) at a 
beefsteak prior to his leaving for 
| Hollywood and Paramount. 
Cowan's Par duties will concen- 
| trate on coordinating Par film talent 
| with their radio programs, extend- 
ing his experience to insure their 
best radio efforts and, at the same 
time, not jamming up Par film pro- 
duction schedules. 

Murray Bloom of the NBC Artists 
' service handled the beefsteak. 


Panelmen’s 40-Hr. Week 


} 

Chicago, March 23. 
Columbia-WBBM has decided to 
| Switch its engineers from a six-day 
| 48-hour week to a five-day 40-hour 
| stanza, 

| Will go into effect by Sept. 1. 




















World Broadcasting System has 
signatured a formal contract with 
the Music Publishers Protective As- 
sociation covering the licensing of 
the former’s recorded program li- 
brary. Term is for the balance of 
1937. World had since Dec. 31 last 
been going along on a temporary 
licensing agreement, electing to hold 
off signing for everything in its li- 
brary until it had withdrawn some 
of the old numbers. 

Negotiations are on for Associated 
Music Publishers to renew the li- 
censing agreement which expires in 
June. MPPA assumes that NBC will 
at the time extend its present li- 
censes for the Theasaurus for an- 
other six months. NBC’s contract 
with the MPPA stipulates that the 
network, if not satisfied with the 
current terms, must so notify the 
MPPA within three months of the 
expiration of the agreement. 

All program library services are 
now operating under a musical li- 
cense which obviates the necessity 
of paying a local commercial fee. 
Flat sum now required for each 
number is $15 semi-annually. 








Lou Holtz on Payroll 


‘ 





Lou Holtz will do a series of guest 
appearances with Fred Allen before 
taking over the Bristol-Myers hour 
on NBC Wednesday nights. It will 
be a summer run for Holtz, with 
Allen taking a vacation and possibly 
| making a picture on the west Coast. 
| Meanwhile there’s the matter of a 
|new contract to be ironed out be- 
tween Allen and the drug account, 
agented by Young & Rubicam. 





in seven months. Costello starts with 
current show. 

Spensor trouble has forced pro- 
gram to use and discharge Pat Kelly, 
Ford Bond, Ben Grauer and Milton 
Cross during that time. Bond is now 
announcing the Molle stint on the 
dual program having been switched 
from Energine. 


Bernie’s Loaf Broken Up 


Ben Bernie, currently in Florida, 
must scram back to Hollywood in 
about three weeks because of the 
elaborate American Can radio plug- 
fest on behalf of ‘Wake Up and 
Live,’ his 20th Century-Fox co-star- 
ring film with Walter Winchell. An 
entire Bernie-Can program will be 
devoted to a cavalcade of 20th-Fox 
filmites on this particular ‘Wake’ 
buildup which, obviously, makes it 
expedient that its emanating source 
be from Hollywood. 

Bernie had intended to do his ra- 
dio show-from Miami for a couple 
of months, in line with recuperative 
plans. 











NBC’s Rodent Round-Up 


Indianapolis, March 23. 

WIRE management has offered its 
own ‘Singing Mouse’ to NBC for net- 
work’s recently announced competi- 
tion for the rodent songsters. No 
werd yet from the network. Local 
mouse that carols was up to WIRE 
for inclusion on Jack Stilwell’s 
‘Anything Can Happen’ show, and is 
owned by local woman. 

Local newspapers carried picture 
of the mouse, but gave no mention 
of the radio factors that contributed 





to the introduction of this novelty. 





A. L. BEGHTOL DIES 


{n Radie Since 1924—Prez of KFAR 
Until Last Year 








Lincoln, March 23. 

One of the founders of KFAB, A. 
L. Beghtol died at his home here 
Friday (19), He was on the origi- 
nal board when the station was 
ushered into existencé in December, 
1924, and acted as president from 
1930 until his retirement in 1936. He 
had been in ill health for some time. 

Although still classed as honorary 
chairman of the station’s board, he 
had not been active since the acqui- 
siton of 50% interest by the Lincoln 
Star and Nebraska State Journal 
early in 1936. Newspapers also got 
the same percentage of KOIL, 
Omaha, and KFOR, Lincoln. 

Beghtol is survived by his wife. 
Minnie, and a daughter, Mrs. Jessie 
Gretchen Lee. Mrs. Lee is on 
KFAB’s continuity staff. 


‘Convention’ of 
General Mills 


Sportscasters 





General Mills is calling 50 an- 
nouncers from as many cities, who 
are to do coverage of baseball games 
this season for them, to Chicago for 
full instructions in a few weeks. 
Several sports sponsors last year 
have called in large group of an- 
nouncers to outline policy and other 
details regarding how it wants ma- 
terial handled. 

With each sports spieler assigned 
to cover 150 to 162 games in various 
leagues where radio coverage is 
permitted, General Mills officials 
wanted all details clearly set in 
minds of announcers. Earl Harper, 
sports commentator for WNEW, 
N. Y., who is at Sebring, Florida, to 
announce spring exhibition series 
there for Newark (Int’l League) for 
same sponsors, goes to Chicago as 
representative of New York area. 


SHOWMANSHIP QUARREL 
OVER FRIARS PROGRAM 


Donald Peterson, who has been 
producing the ‘Ave Maria Hour,’ re- 
ligious dramatizations aired commer- 
cially each Sunday over WMCA, 
N. Y., stepped out of the assignment 
last Sunday (21) after misunder- 
standing with the Graymoor Friars, 
who bankroll the periods. 

Alfredo Antonni, who has been 
producing Italian versions of the 
Peterson productions for the Friars 
on WOV, N. Y., was brought in by 
the priest in charge of the program 
to do the music handling. Peterson 
objected when Antonni wanted to 
musically signalize a dramatization 
of Christ’s triumphal entry into Je- 
rusalem on Palm Sunday by having 
‘The End of a Perfect Day’ played as 
background, There was an argument, 
and Peterson was dropped off the 
show, though his script is being used 
on the daily WMCA morning pro- 








‘grams the Friars are airing during 


current. Holy Week. His music ar- 
rangements have been replaced by 
Antonni’s, 

Peterson, however, is still produc- 
ing the ‘St. Anthony Hour,’ which the 
Friars sponsor over WHN, N. Y., as 
well as making the transcriptions of 
same sort of religious programs 
which the Monastery sends out to 100 
stations around the land, on which 
the discs are ozoned sustaining. 


Ford-Conrad Nagel Talk 


Hollywood, March 23. 
Ford and Conrad Nagel, film actor- 
radio emcee, are on a dicker that has 
developed geographical bugs. Nagel 
doesn’t want to go east and the fliv- 
ver maker doesn’t particularly care 
to have his shows originate on the 
Coast. 
Nagel’s emceeing of California's 
Hour, sponsored by state chain 
stores, won him much local acclaim. 


Joe Cook Fights Flu 


Joe Cook has been suffering with 
influenza but has managed to appear 
Saturday nights as m.c. for the Shel! 
program on NBC. 

He has been abed at his home at 
Lake Hopatcong, for most of the 
period between broadcasts for two 
weeks, 
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Louis K. Sidney, head of WHN, 
New York, and likewise a theatre 
general for Loew’s, explains the 
Loew-Metro vs. Warner angle that has 
confused and puzzled some members 
of the broadcasting trade not familiar 
with film practice. Deal between the 
Loew-Metro WHN, New York, and 
Crosley’s WLW, Cincinnati, for a 
permanent telephone wire making 
the two stations allies has for its 
exclusive sales representative Trans- 
american, which is financed and con- 
trolled by Warners. 

Sidney points out that Metro and 
Warner play each other’s film prod- 
uct in competitive theatres and that 
there is no friction. They are com- 
petitors both as theatre operators 
and film producer-distributors yet 
constantly have business deals. 

Many-sided aspects of film biz 
which has each company a manu- 
facturer, wholesaler and retailer and 
thus dealing with other companies 
in many varying capacities is simply 
now extended over into radio, Sidney 
points out. A Loew-Metro station is 
perfectly willing and has no qualms 
whatever in making a deal through 
a Warner radio subsidiary. 


NBC Dickers Par, 
Warners for Studio 
Location in H’ wood 








Hollywood, March 23. 

Site of the old Paramount studios 
at Sunset and Vine will house the 
new National Broadcasting studio if 
the sale price can be pounded down 
to where the network figures it can 
negotiate a deal. Tag now reads 
$600,000 and Paramount isn’t re- 
ceptive to any bargaining much be- 
low that figure. 

Don Gilman, West Coast head of 
the chain, likes the location and has 
made his recommendations to New 
York. Deal for the vacated Warner 
lot down the street on Sunset chilled 
when NBC wanted only a corner of 
the site, while WB insisted on the 
10-acre outright buy in its entirety. 

NBC relieved its congestion some- 
what last week when the artists 
bureau and publicity department 
were moved into the rear building, 
recently vacated by J. Walter 
Thompson agency, now in an office 
building on Hollywood boulevard. 


CRUMIT TEST SUIT 





DOCKETED FOR MON. 





Trial of Frank Crumit’s suit 
against WHN, New York, in connec- 
tion with the unauthorized broad- 
casting of his phonograph records, 
has been put off until next Monday 
(29). Supreme Court Justice Ham- 
mer will, it is expected, rule in the 
meantime on the plea argued last 
week by the Decca Record Co. for 
the right to intervene in the action. 

Crumit, as a member of the Na- 
tional Association of Performing 
Artists, wants WHN enjoined from 
playing his records, while Decca 
holds that if there is to be any en- 
joining, that right should be as- 
signed to Decca, the manufacturer of 
the record in question. 





Phil Merryman to N. Y. 


Washington, March 23. 

Phillip I. Merryman, NBC's opera- 
tions supervisor in Washington for 
10 years, leaves the capital for a 
berth in Radio City’s station rela- 
tions department. 

Merryman joined NBC in 1927. His 
place taken by Donald H. Cooper, 
senior control supervisor, with Rob- 
ert L. Terrell promoted to Cooper's 


post of junior control supervisor. 





Dick Burris has been promoted to 


Program director of KFYR, Bis- 
marck, N. D. Roy H. Brart, new- 
comer to the station’s announcing? 
staff, is doubling as news director. 


a 4 





Script Tease 





Rochester, N. Y., March 23. 

To-do over burlesque has 
caused Don Harris, announcer 
and performer over WHAM 
here, to give himself a new 
billing. 

He’s now calling himself a 
‘script tease’ artist. 


ASCAP PEEVE 
BREAKS OUT IN 
NEBRASKA 


Lincoln, March 23. 
Characterizing ASCAP as ‘one of 
the most vicious trusts’ ever oper- 
ated, proponents of the bill before 
the unicameral legislature, which 
would write the Sherman anti-trust 
law into the Nebraska statutes, were 




















given hearing, along with E. S. Hart- 
man, spokesman for the Society from 
Chicago. 

Previous to the hearing, the Ne- 
braska Broadcasters Association met 
and discussed the legislation, but al- 
most to a man decided to take no 
action as an organization. Belief 


was, since this bill provides for 
abolishing the flat rate now enforced 
by the society for all stations, or 
music using individuals, and doing 
the dickering with each individual, 
that the cure might be as bad as the 
bite. 

However, John Gillin, Jr., presi- 
dent of the Broadcasters, reported 
for the hearing on his own experi- 
ences with ASCAP as director of 
WOW, Ohama, where he said the 
assessment was 5% of the gross biz 
done by use of the music. In oppo- 
sition to him, Eugene Blazer, Omaha 
rep for ASCAP, said the assessment 
was only about 1% of the gross, and 
that the total income from Nebraska 
to ASCAP was $16,400 yearly. 

Bill is submitted by Senator Frank 
Brady, an Atkinson rancher. 

Bill was placed on general file be- 
fore legislature today (23) and will 
be considered by judiciary commit- 
tee on constitutionality. Final vote 
is expected shortly. 








| MOSELEY’S PEEVE 


Again Radio—And Yen to Write 
Two, Not Just One, Book 








Sidney Alexander Moseley, English 
journalist and radio critic who made 
$500,000 in television and promptly 
retired, has completed a six months’ 
tour of the United States in an open 
car. He returns to England March 24. 

Three of his six months were spent 
in Hollywood. He says, ‘No English- 
man could visit the film colony for 
that lensth of time and not write 
a book about it.’ He'll not stop at 
one book, however. A second vol- 
ume will deal with what he saw 
from his open car and what he heard 
over the radio installed in the car. 
Moseley has the traditional English 
loathing for Yankee salesmanship 
tucked in with radio entertainment. 

‘Wagner music and nose drops 
just don’t go together, you know,’ 





said Moseley. He gave point to his 


|sense of outrage by dashing off to 
"attend the matinee at the Metropoli- 
}tan opera last Thursday (18). 


job. Dawson A. Ullman upped to the 





A. C. Broker Back at WIRE 
Indianapolis, March 23. 
Arthur C. Broker has recently re- 
igined the sales staff of WIRE here. 
This is a return engagement for 
3roker. who worked on sales while 
Plug Kendrick bossed the station. 


|Waddill Catchings, 
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Will Confer 
with Harry Warner Early 


Financier, 
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in May—Would Draw To- | 


gether Associated, Muzak, 
Lehman’ Bros. — Frank 
Hummert, Walter 
Chrysler, Harrison Will- 
iams Are Biz Allies of 
Catchings 





WARNERS 65% 


cier and a director of Warner Bros. 


American Co.’s interests with the 
Transamerican Broadcasting & Tele- 
with 


associated himself 


several 
cording for a number of years, pro- 
poses to present his plan of con- 
solidation to Harry M. Warner when 
the WB prez returns from Europe 
the early part of May. 

Catchings’ most recent approach to 
broadcasting has been through his 
work in financing and developing 
James A. Miller’s process of record- 
ing radio programs on film. Associ- 
ated with Catchings in the exploita- 
tion of these Warner-controlled re- 
cording patents are Frank Hummert, 
head of Blackett-Sample-Hummert, 
Ine., Walter P. Chrysler and Harri- 
son Williams, head of the North 
American utilities combine. North 
American operations include the As- 
sociated Music Publishers, Inc., Mu- 
zak, Inc., Wired Radio, Inc., and the 
ownership of a number of television 
patents. 

May Be Chairman 


Catchings would like to come in 
as chairman of the Transamerican 
Corp.’s board and turn over to it As- 
sociated’s recorded program library, 
Muzak and Wired Radio, and arrange 
to have the publishing, synchroniza- 
tion and performing rights phases 
of the AMP made part of Warners’ 
music publishing setup. Move would 
give Transamerican a library service 
and what is expected to be an 
economical method of program re- 
cording. 

Wall Street sources have it that 
if Catchings becomes part of the 
Transamerican enterprise, Lehman 
Bros., the banking house with which 
Catchings has a connection, will in 
due time be found in the Trans- 
american picture. Some downtown- 
ers aver that Lehman is already in 
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Waddill Catchings, utilities finan- | 
Picture Corp., is moving toward an | 
alignment of certain of the North) 
vision Corp. Catchings, who closely | 


phases and by-products of sound re- | 





In Hungary—Also 
Budapest, March 12. 

Old adage about prophets 
snubbed in their own country 
was demonstrated by composer 
Paul Barna, whose tango, ‘You 
Will Call Me Yet’ was rejected 
by Hungarian Broadcasting Co. 
on two occasions, as being un- 
suitable for radio performance. 

Barna had copies of his mu- 
sic printed with Spanish words, 
anc title-page in Spanish, dub- 
bing it ‘Eternamente.’ Radio 
management did not object to 
a dance band playing the num- 
ber twice in succession. Com- 
poser allowed himself the joke 
of submitting Hungarian version 
a third time, and while his 
melody was floating on the 
ether waves, in Spanishized 
version he received letter from 
broadcasting company again 
saying it was totaly unsuited 
for airing. 
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ESQUIRE JOINS 
CORONET ON 
THE RADIO 


Coronet magazine, which has been 
testing on WOR, New York, shifts 
April 2 to the NBC blue loop for 
a Friday night half hour. Deems 
Taylor and the elastic program pat- 
tern remains as is. Mutual could not 
clear tune for net work expansion 
of the Coronet show, 


To complete the contract 
WOR, David A. Smart, publisher oi 
the two magazines, 
show for Esquire. Latter will be 
heard Tuesday at 8 p. m., starting 
March 30. 

Lucius Beebe, N. Y. Herald Trib- 
une writer, currently doing a night 
club society series for Cosmopolitan 
magazine, will probably be the per- 
sonality on the Esquire stanza. 

B. B. D. & O. is the agency. 








but this is denied by WB, which con- 
trols 65% of Transamerican’s stock. 

Catchings, besides knowing the 
picture business, is rated as one of 
the keenest operators in the public 
utilities field, a business which now 
affords nothing near the opportuni- 
ties it did before the advent of the 
New Deal. 





Phil Cook as CBS’ Father Time 





Columbia is arranging to put Phil 
Cook on for a daily 8 to 9 a.m. show 
over WABC, New York. starting 
April 5. Besides doing his various 
characters, with a studio band in 
support, Cook would reel off the 
various public events taking place 
that day in and around New York. 
It would start as on a sustaining 
basis and then be offered to adver- 
tisers for multiple participation. 
Talent cost for the week will figure 
between $3,000 and $3,200. Tenta- 
tive title of the show is ‘New York 
Almanac.’ 

If the program is okayed, Phil 
Cook will, as an exploitation stunt, 
go on WABC the day before (4) 
during station breaks to announce 
the time by way of a ‘Father Time’ 
character. Al Pearce and his troupe 
had several months ago been set to 
do a similar early morning routine 
on CBS’ New York key but Ford in 





the meantime bought the act. 


Network Frames Novel Program, ‘New York 


Almanac’ As Early A.M. Show 








Early Summer Ballyhoo 


NBC is putting on its campaign 
for summer business two 
earlier than any previous year. It's 
using mailing pieces besides trade 
paper advertising. 

Network had such huge increase 
in summer business last year that 
it figures it will have no easy time 
raising the gross this coming season. 





Jack Fulton Spreads Out 


Chicago, March 23. 

Wrigley is dropping its Friday 
night ‘Mortimer Gooch’ period after 
this week's session. 

Will replace with the musical Jack 
Fulton, Franklin MacCormack 
Carlton Kelsey orchestra. program 
which will be run five times across 
the board, 


and | 








with | 


is framing a} 





months | 





‘Gentlemen’s Agreement’ Binds WLW, 
WHN; Donates Two Night Hrs. W'kly 


A gentlemen’s agreement is all that 
WHN, New York, and WLW, 
Cincinnati, at although a 


written document has been promised. 


binds 


present, 


No specific starting date for the op- 
York 
telephone wire had been set up te 


eration of the Cincinnati-New 


yesterday (Tuescay). Agreement can 
be cancelled on either side on short 
notice. 

Much gossip around Manhattan ra- 
dio circles last week anent the sud- 


den switch of the WLW deal from 
WMCA, New York, to WHN, the 
Loew outlet. Transamerican actin’ 


in the deal had asked WMCA for ar 
hour free time nightly which Donak 
Flamm flatly refused. However, the 
subsequent pact with WHN repre- 
sents only two commercial hours ; 
week donation from WHN to WLW- 
Transamerican, it is stated. 

WLW-WMCA negotiations were on 
and off since last autumn. Not lon: 
before the sudden culmination of th« 
deal with WHN there had been u 
tentative proposal that a dual ar- 
rangement ‘night be worked oui 
making both WMCA and WHN joini 
N. Y. originating points for the line. 
This was unacceptable to both 
WMCA and WHN, which are keen 
rivals in every phase of station op- 
eration, 

Not directly a party to the WLW- 
WHN pact was Station WNEW, the 


Biow - Bulova station, for which 
Transamerican acts as_ sales rep. 
Loew - Metro connection weighed 


strongly in favor of WHN. 


Heywoed Broun Off Air; 
Had Invited Sponsor to 
Fire If N. G.; He’s Ill 


Philadelphia, March 23. 

Heywood Broun program, runnin? 
less than month on WCAU, is off. 
Last airing was Wednesday (17). Sta- 
tion announced that columnist is con- 
fined to bed in New York with severe 
cold, brought on by rundown con- 
dition due to overwork. It was saic 
that Broun won't be back for at least 
a month and it was strongly inti- 
mated that he may never be back. 

Pep Boys Auto Supplies, which 
sponsored the 15-minute spie! three 
nights a week, now off altogether. 
Termer, it became known at time 
of signing, was very loose, allowin« 
cancellation by either side with twe 
weeks’ notice. Broun said at that 
time he could be fired if not so hot. 
He has checked out of Warwick Ho- 
tel, here, where he was living. 

Columnist, who is prez of News- 
paper Guild, was skedded to be guesi 
of honor at party by Philly Guild 
unit Friday night. About 100 Guild- 
ers were present, but Broun failed 
to show, 


ALL-NEGRO RADIO SHOW 
FLEISCHMANN MAYBE 


Standard Brands is dickerins 
through J. Walter Thompson for ar 
all-colored show headed by Loui: 
Armstrong. Program will run a hali 
hour and carry the Fleischmanr 
Yeast tag. 

It will, for the start, take a Friday 
night spot on the NBC blue (WJZ: 
link and later move into the perio” 
now held by Robert Ripley anc 
Ozzie Nelson (Baker’s Broadcast) or 
the same network Sunday evenings 














Ed Smith Leaves WNEW 

Ed Smith, head of continuity de- 
partment at WNEW, N., Y., resigned, 
effective on Friday (19), with his 
duties being taken over by Richard 
Morenus, recently installed as head 
of the program department. Smith 
may go to Hollywood, 

Another shift takes Waiter Tibbles, 
vet announcer and sound man, to the 
Biow agency, where he will be age 
sistant time buyer, 
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Webs Shy Off School Explosion 
As Too Horrible; KRLD, WFAA Get 


Eye-Witness 


Stuff from Scene 











- 
a 
Dallas, March 23. G t L t | 
Tragedy in the East Texas oil ues Is 
fields last week taking the lives of 
some 460 students of New London a og oe 
High was not covered at the scene sfer Wek Ma ) 
by either of the major networks. res a p- > er. 
Clyde Rembert of KRLD-Times (Th 8——WABC) 
Herald station, a Columbia outlet, . , 
said CBS decided story ‘was too Png Gomes” ae a — 
gruesome’ for national airing. Martin a. ’ y 


Campbell of WFAA-Dallas News, a 
NBC station, reported the chain 
‘couldn't work out a spot for the 
pickup,’ 

Local stations covered the story 
thoroughly on their own. Explosion 
occurred at 3:20 p. m., ten minutes 
before dismissal of students for day. 
Dallas wire sources got the first tips 
about 3:40 but fatalities mentioned 
were so incomprehensible that they 
spent about 20 more minutes before 
going wide open on bulletins. Radio 
stations were tipped immediately by 
newspaper affiliations and aired the 
news immediately. 

Scene of the catastrophe is about 
110 miles from Dallas. KRLD had a 
unit in vicinity and a line open to 
studio here WFAA preferred to tie 
in with two small stations in ac- 
cident area. Stations KOCA at 
Kilgore and KGKB at Tyler, each 
a 100-watter at night, were on the 
spot and had tied in with WFAA. 


Can’t Be Too Explicit 








Larry Nixon of WMCA, New 
York, in writing continuity for 
airing, put the word ‘Texas’ in 
every sentence pertaining to 
school tragedy to make certain 
that no listener around N. Y. 
would get alarmed that the ex- 


plosion had happened in vi- 
cinity. 
Nevertheless, one call was 


phoned in with query: ‘Where 
in the Bronx is the New London 
High School?’ 


Youngman. 
AMER. TOBACCO 
(Lucky Strike Cigs) 
(Sat. 10—W ABC) 
Mar. 27—Margaret Sullavan. 
AXTON-FISHER 
(Spuds) 
(Sa. 8—WJZ) 
Mar. 27—Charles Kullmann. 
Apr. 3—Mills Brothers. 
BRISTOL-MYERS 
(Wed. 9—WEAF) 

Mar. 24—Pauline Alfred, Prof. 
Quigley. 

CAMPBELL 
(Fri. 9—WABC) 

Mar. 26—Olivia De Haviland, 
Anita Louise, Ian Hunter, Roland 
Young, Bonita Granville, Freda Ines- 
cort, Alice Brady. 

CAMPBELL TOMATO JUICE 
(Wed. 8:30—WABC) 

Mar. 24—Ken Murray, Tony Lab- 
riola. 

FIRESTONE 
(Mon. 8:30—WEAF) 

Mar. 29—Rose Bampton, Margaret 

Speaks. 





FORD 
(Su. 9—WABC) 
Mar. 28—Alexander Smallens, 
Richard Bonelli. 
Apr. 4—Busolina Giannini, Alex- 
ander Smallens. 
FORD DEALERS 
(Tu. 9 p.m—WABC) 

Mar. 30—Jean Ellington. 
GENERAL FOODS 
(Calumet) 

(Su. 5—WJZ) 
Mar. 28—Leone Greulich, Joseph 
Schuster. 
GENERAL MOTORS 











Martin Campbell kept a crew of 
technicians and announcers standing 
by at WFAA studio in case of 
emergency dash to scene. Periodical 
flashes were fed to radio listeners 
until 4:40 a.m. Friday morning. 

Rembert headed crew consisting of 
Engineer Claude Maund and An- 
nouncers Royce Colon and Jack 
Howell to New London for KRLD. 
A 2i-minute description of the 
stupefying scene started over KRLD 
at 11:38 p.m. 

Used by Militia 


Both stations were utilized by 
state national guard and highway 
police to call out troopers for mar- 
tial law duty and to broadcast re- 
quests that roads be cleared of mor- 
bid curiosity seekers who were in- 
terfering with relief work. 

WFAA again aired broadcasts Fri- 
day afternoon and evening and 
KRLD put William Perry, CBS spe- 
cial events man who had planed in 
from New York, on at 6:15 and 9:45 
p.m. Perry, who had spent day in 
watching rescue work, was obviously 
shaken by ordeal and did not at- 
tempt a reportorial coverage of his 
experience. His 15-minute talk was 
personal and was delivered deliber- 
ately with marked emotion. 

Sports writers turned in first 
newspaper stories on explosion as 
Dallas baseball team is training at 
nearby Longview and diamond re- 
porters were first on spot. Kaho, 
photographer for Daily Oklahoman, 
Oklahoma City, was at training 
camp and got clean beat on daylight 
pictures which got credit for his 
paper in first Wirephoto releases 
over Associated Press. 





PROUTY JOINS UP 


Norman R. Prouty detaches from 
the radio department of E. Katz spe- 
cial agency to join Transamerican’s 
New York staff next week under 
Virzil Reiter on time sales. 

Terry Gunn from Petry joined a 
week ago. 





Jack Lyman’s Dallas Chore 
Dallas, March 23. 

Jack B. Lyman, formerly of KFSD, 
San Diego, and chief announcer last 
year for Texas Centennial, has been 
appointed program director for Dal- 
las exnos'tion this summer. 

James W. Crocker is general radio 
director. 


(Su. 10—-WEAF) 

Mar. 28—Kirsten Flagstad. 

GROUP OF BANKS 
(Fri, 10 p.m—WABC) 
Mar. 26—Leopold Stokowski. 
* HEINZ 
(M-W-F. 11 a.m.—WABC) 

Mar. 24—Mrs. Sarah M. Lockwood, 
Dorothy 

Mar. 26—Angelo Patri. 

Mar. 29—Mrs. Martin Johnson. 
INTERNATIONAL SILVER 
(1847 Rogers Bros.) 

(Su. 4:30—WEAF) 

Mar. 29—Not booked. 

JELLO 
(Su. 7 p.m—WEAF) 
Mar. 28—Not booked, 
KRAFT 
(Th. 10--WEAF) 

Mar. 25—Gail Sondergaard, Walter 

Brennan, 
KOLYNOS 
(Tu. 8—-WABC) 
Mar. 30—Not booked. 
LUX 
(Mon. 9—W ABC) 

Mar. 29—George Burns, Gracie 
Allen. 

MAXWELL HOUSE 
(Th. 9—-WEAF) 

Mar. 25—Ethel Barrymore, Vienna 

Boys Choir. 
NAT’L DAIRY 
(Sat. 8—-WEAF) 
Mar. 27—Not booked. 
NASH 
(Sat. 9—-WABC) 
Mar. 27—Not booked. 
R. J. REYNOLDS 
(Camel Cigarettes) 
(Tu. 9:30—WABC) 
Mar. 30—Judy Garland. 
ROYAL GELATINE 
(Th. 8—-WEAF) 

Mar. 25—Bob Hope, Tony Sarg, 

Tyrone Power, Clarence Desmond. 
RCA 
(Su. 2—WJZ) 

Mar. 282—Philadelphia Orch., 
Eugene Ormandy, Elizabeth Reth- 
berg. 

SHELL 
(Sat. 9:30—WEAF) 
Mar. 27—Not booked. 





Weodruff on State Board 
Atlanta, March 23. 
J. W. Woodruff, Sr., owner of 
Georgia’s only radio chain, WATL. 
Atlanta; WRBL, Columbus; WGPC, 
Albany, was one of seven named 
by Go’. E. D. Rivers as a member 
of the State Planning Board. 
Woodruff is a resident of Colum- 
bus, Ga. 





Arthur Church Protests 
Using His Market as 
Farm Listening Tester 


Joint Committee on Radio Re- 
search is considering a _ protest 
made by Arthur B. Church, of 
KMBC, Kansas City, against the 
committee’s selecting that area for 
a test survey of rural audiences. 
Church, who is a member of the 
committee, says he’s afraid that if 
K.C. is picked his competitors will 
accuse him of shaping the test to 
the benetit of his own station. 


Committee, after agreeing to un- 
dertake several rural tests along the 
line of coverage and _ audience 
habits, had left the matter of tag- 
ging the spots to the group’s tech- 
nical committee. Latter wunani- 
mously chose Kansas City. Other 
tests might be made in Oklahoma 
and Minnesota, but in each case an 
attempt will be made to pick a dis- 
trict where the stations releasing 
NBC-red, NBC-blue and Columbia 
programs are pretty much on a par 
when it comes to signal strength. 


Research organization to handle 
the rural job has not been engaged 
by the committee. Like the New 
England test this will be left to the 
lowest bidder. 

NBC recently put out a promo- 
tional piece, ‘Money at the Cross- 
roads,’ which sought to show the in- 
fluence of radio on rural consum- 
ers. Network is still compiling all 
available facts and figures on the 
rural angle of broadcasting with a 
view of offering them to any one 
that wants them. This info will 
include the size of the market plus 
the approximate number of sets in 
each district. 


Smith Chasing Biz 


Frank M. Smith of WLW, Cincin- 
nati, is spending a week in New 
York in connection with the start of 
the WLW-WHN wire around April 1. 
Is chasing commercials to originate 
in Manhattan. 

Pending still is the Vitalis account 
through Pedlar & Ryan which has 
an option on WLW’s program, ‘For 
Men Only.’ Latter would be moved 
to New York. Depends on a supply 
of special bookings of interest to 
males and for commercial purposes 
much easier to handle and book in 
east than in Cincinnati area where 
the supply of the kind of stuff that 
people want is necessarily limited. 














Standard Oil Audition 


Chicago, March 23. 

Audition set up for Standard Oil 
(Indiana) by Columbia for new 
coast-to-coast show included Kings’ 
Jesters, Ginna Vanna, soprano, Carl 
Hoff’s band, with John Tucker 
Battle as m.c. 

Tucker was formerly on the Hil- 
ton show as English comic. 
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RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


Alttention-Getters, Tie-Ups, Ideas 








Outstanding Stunts: 





INVENTORS PROGRAM 
KSTP, ST. PAUL 





OHIO EARTHQUAKE 
REPORTS 
WEBNS, COLUMBUS 











KSTP’s ‘I’ve Got on Idea’ 
St. Paul. 

KSTP’s ‘I’ve Got on Idea’ program, 
less than four weeks old, already has 
proved a likely bonanza to three 
embryo inventors who explained 
their current brainstorms over this 
30-minute spot. 

A Milwaukee hospital supply 
house, hearing John Rose’s (former 
local cop) description of his device 
for shaving in bed, particularly 
adaptable to convalescents, has con- 
tacted the ex-flatfoot with a likeli- 
hood that the brainchild will be man- 
ufactured and marketed. 

Second week’s airing brought two 
persons anxious to angel David Off- 
relle, 14-year-old son of a blind and 
crippled father who has invented a 
furnace-door incinerator. Third week 
lured an offer from a Minneapolis 
manufacturer to help Owen Dough- 
erty of St. Paul market his rope- 
jumping pig. 

Program is running along at full 
tilt, with an average of eight inven- 
tors breezing in for each weekly 
broadcast. Studio pays off three top- 
notchers each week with $5, $3 and 
$2. And while the supply of in- 
ventors runs ever stronger, some of 
the first batchers are back for further 
tries with new gadgets, inventing 
them from one broadcast to the next, 
about like Tin Pan Alley turns out 
pops. 





An Earthquake in Ghio 
: Columbus. 

With this startled midwestern city 
agog over two earthquake shocks in 
a week, WBNS cashed in on the ex- 
citement in a novel way. 

Second tremor came about 12:45 
a. m. last ‘Tuesday (9). In less than 
ten minutes a microphone had been 
set in the office where the night tele- 
phone is located and Jim Blower 
went on the air with descriptions of 
quake as they were phoned in by 
excited residents. 

Blower stayed on the air until 2:30 
a. m., repeating the words of the 
caller before answering so that lis- 
teners got the effect of a two-way 
conversation. In between he called 
the U. S. Weather Bureau and the 
newspapers for the latest bulletins. 
Stunt went over big as half the city 
was awake and tuned in for news 
of the extent of the quake. 





Shut-In Henered by WJAY 
Cleveland. 

For hospital week WJAY bundled 
up the town’s champion shut-in, 
John ‘Pop’ Garvey, and carried him 
downtown to the Hanna to be guest- 
of-honored at a theatre broadcast of 
Burt’s amateur show. It was first 
time he had been out of his house in 
six years after being an invalid for 
ten years. 

In middie of program Mendel 








Jones, announcer, pushed his port- 
able bed to mike for a hello, but this 
wasn't his first broadcast. Garvey’s 
well known in these parts as opera- 
tor of his own short-wave station, 
WSQJO, from which he_ usually 
sends programs through WJAY to 
other shut-ins. Personal file includes 
names and wave-lengths of 3,000 sick 
people with whom he corresponds 
weekly by air. Party in his honor 
was staged by radio amateur opera- 
tors who regard him as the dean of 
the air. 
Interviewed Undcr =aw’s Eye 
Kansas City. 
Now it’s the ‘Man at the Wheel.’ 
Station WHB’s program depart- 
ment prevailed on the local police to 
station a couple of cops at a busy 
downtown intersection and to stop 
any motorist they choose. Cops quiz 
the driver on traffic laws and on 
what he would do ‘if’ and ‘when.’ A 
WHB mike grabs the cross-fire for a 
15-minute period. 








Farmers Will Care 
Cedar Rapids, Ia. 

Just how fast does corn grow? 

WMT, Cedar  Rapids-Waterloo, 
member of the Iowa web, have just 
signed contract with local farmer 
who will measure the growth of his 
corn day by day to the fraction of 
an inch and report his findings to 
the station where each day’s results 
will be aired. 

Same farmer reported the growth 
of his corn last season for a local 
newspaper, but WMT beat them to 
the draw this year and signed the 
corn-checker-upper. 

Much interest has been built 
around this stunt in the past with 
pool hall boys following the growth 
of corn as closely as the ponies. 





Civics and Shewmanship 
Charlotte, N. C. 

WSOC took showmanship into the 
public affairs field on March 16, 
when the city of Charlotte was hold- 
ing a local election on waterworks 
bonds, to expand the city’s water 
system. 

Earl Gluck, station manager, 
directed his mobile unit in a trip 
through the city’s waterworks sys- 
tem. He was aided by John Ward, 
remote supervisor, and Dick Faulk- 
ner, special events man. They took 
the listening audience on a complete 
tour that traced city water from its 
source at the Catawba river, through 
all its various filtration and puri- 
fication processes, into standpipes 
and reservoirs, and through pumping 
stations, until it finally is delivered 
to the consumer. 

Mayor Ben Douglas and City 
Manager J. B. Marshall aided in the 
presentation, doing a good part of 
the talking. 

Critical Slant on Drunks 
Cincinnati. 

WCKY is carrying commercial for 
Davis and Yellow cabs which, on 
twice weekly quarter-hour programs, 
attempts to curb drunken and reck- 
less driving. 

Advice-to-motorists copy does not 
evade nor powder-puff the issue, but 
stalks right out and sinks its teeth 
into the ever-rising auto accident 
mortality rate. 

Entertainment on the periods is 
dance music recorded. 











Showmanship Calendar 


(April, 1937) 








Goods Assn.). 


National Life Conservation Society, 


ington, D. C. 


N. Michigan, Chicago, Hl. 


York City. 


April 8 to May 1. 
Howard St., Albany, N. Y. 
N. W., Washington, D. C. 


feller Plaza, New York City. 





(Showmanship being largely dependent on stunts, 
tie-ups, etc., in connection with established holidays 
and events, Variety herewith presents a calendar for 
the month of April. This calendar is published monthly 
from material copyrighted by the National Retail Dry - 


SPECIAL WEEKS DURING APRIL 
Conservation Week, April 1 to 7; sponsored by the 


shall, 2239 Tiebaut Ave., New York City. 


National Baseball Week, April 3 to 10; sponsored by 
The Sporting Goods Dealer, St. Louis, Mo. 

Swiss Industries Fair, April 3 to 13; Consulate Gen- 
eral of Switzerland, 468 Fourth Ave., 


Natienal Negro Health Week, April 4 to 11; spon- 
sored by Public Health Service, U. S. Treasury, Wash- 


National Retail Grocers’ Week, April 5 to 10; spon- 
sored by National Association of Retail Grocers, 360 


American Tey Fair, April 5 to 17; sponsored by the 
Toy Manufacturers’ Association, 200 Fifth Ave., New 


Cireus at Madisen Square Garden, New York City, 


Be Kind te Animals Anniversary, April 11 to 17: 
sponsored by the American Humane Association, 80 


National Garden Week, April 18 to 24; sponsored by 
the General Federation of Women’s Clubs, 1734 N Si. 


Grand latienal Bridge Tournament, April 20 to 25: 
sponsored by the U. S. Bridge Association, 30 Rocke- 


Fisherman's Week, April 24 to May 1; sponsored by 
The Sporting Goods Dealer, St. Louis, Mo. 
National Better Homes Week, April 25 to May 1: 


ette, Ind. 


Mrs. C. C. Mar- 


New York City. mals Week. 


sponsored by the Purdue Research Foundation, Lafay- 


SPECIAL DAYS DURING APRIL 

(1) April Fool’s Day. 

(2) Establishment of first U. S. Mint, 1792; Hans 
Christian Anderson born, 1805; Jewish Passover, 7th 
day (Nisan 21, begins sunset previous day). 

(3) Jewish Passover—last day (Nisan 22, begins sun- 
set previous day). 

(6) Army day; U. S. entered World War, 1917; Robert 
E. Peary discovered the North Pole, 1909. 

(7) World Bridge Olympic. 

(8) Luisiana entered Union, 1812. 

(11) Humane Sunday, first day of Be Kind to Ani- 


(19) Patriot's Day (Maine and Massachusetts); Paul 
Revere’s ride, 1775. 


(21) Beginning of Spanish American War, 1898. 


‘Arbor Day.’ 


(22) Birthday of J. Sterling Morton, founder of 


(24) Fifst newspaper, ‘Boston News Letter,’ pub- 


lished 1704. 


in Florida. 


Sales premotion note: 
sales in April will make up about 7.9%, of total annua! 
sales, ranking the month seventh (in a tie with June): 
best sellers include millinery, ceats, tires, home fur- 
nishings, apparel of all kinds. 


(25) DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS. 
(26) Confederate Memorial Day in Florida, Alabama. 
Georgia and Mississippi; also World War Memorial Day 


(27) Morse, inventor of the telegraph, born 1791; J. 
J. Audubon, naturalist, born 1780. 

(28) Maryland admitted to the Union, 1788. 

(29) Jewish Scholar's Festival—Lag B’Omer (‘lyar 
18, begins sunset previous day). 

(30) Fast Day in New Hampshire; Navy Department 
created. 1798; George Washington inaugurated, 1789. 





this year department store 
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BCAST FOR DEALERS 





Tops im Agency Nerve 





Agency called a station rep and 


give some reason for the clip. 


operate. 
reason?’ 


his stations would be agreeable to cutting in half the number of 
week spot announcements the same 
Rep answered that it might be arranged but he would first have to 


Ignoring this last suggestion, the agency man went on: ‘Well, do 
you think the station would waive the two weeks’ cancellation 
notice and let us call off the schedule immediately?’ 
might be worked out,’ replied the station rep. 
makes it necessary, I believe the station Will stand ready to co- 
But before I contact the station, will you tell me the 


Answered the agency man: ‘We want to buy participation in a 
women’s ~sogram on another station in the same town.’ 
P. S.: The schedule was neither reduced nor canceited. 


asked whether he thought one of 


agency had contracted for. 


‘That also 
‘If your budget 

















6,000 Broadcasts, $160,000 for Talent 


Is Dope for 


San Francisco Expo 





San Francisco, March 23. 
Expenditure of more than $100,000 
for talent for approximately 6,000 
radio programs to be originated on 
the grounds of the 1939 Golden Gate 
International Exposition is contem- 


plated by fair execs. Latter had con- 
fab with network and indie station 
representatives here last Friday (19). 

Webs and local stations will all 
share in the use. of the expo talent 
and broadcasting facilities, with no 
exclusive privileges to any. Plans to 
invite major network commercials 
to broadcast from the fair grounds 
were approved, provided no other 
commercial interests, such as oper- 
ators of the public address system, 
be given any credit in connection 
with such broadcasts. Auditorium 
type studio, seating 3,000, will be 
constructed for this purpose, and all 
facilities will be available without 
charge to sponsors. 

Line costs for all remote controls 
from the expo will be footed by fair 
officials. Only exception will be spe- 
cial facilities for commercial pur- 
poses in connection with tie-ups 
with merchandising exhibits. 

New type of visual studios will be 
built for the fair broadcasts, en- 
abling visitors to watch the enter- 
tainers at all times. Sustainers will 
be available to all broadcasters with- 
out charge throughout the duration 
of the exposition. 

Attending the confab Friday were 
Don E. Gilman and Donald W. 
Thornburgh, NBC and CBS vice- 
prexies, respectively; Wilbur Eickel- 
burg of Mutual-Don Lee; Fox Case 
of CBS; Bob Roberts of KYA and 
the California Radio System; Phil 
Lasky of KSFO; F. W. Morse of 
KLS; G. A. Putnam, KGGC; Arthur 
Westlund, KRE; P. D. Allen, KLX, 
in addition to Clyde Vandeburg, the 
expo’s director of promotion; Art 
Linkletter, radio director, and Ar- 
thur Halloran, chief of the electrical 


and communications division of the 
fair. 


CBS SPOT SALESMEN 
AT WKRC ROUND-UP 


Entire sales staff of Radio Sales, 
Inc., including Kelly Smith, Arthur 
Hays, Art Kemp, Kingsley Horton, 
Howard Meighan, will be guests of 
WKRC, Cincinnati, when that sta- 
tion dedicates its new transmitter 
and studios this Saturday (27). Co- 
lumbia is bringing them in from 
New York, Chicago and Detroit and 
making it a weekend. 

Execs from the network's home 
Office will also be on the scene for 
the celebration. 











Smelling Salts 


Buffalo, March 23. 

Spelling bee note: a recent win- 
ner was L. Ray Ferguson. Inter- 
viewing him, a WKBW announcer 
asked, ‘Did you ever take part in a! 
spelling bee before?’ 

Yes,’ said Ferguson, ‘I won the | 
Western New York championship | 
in a spelling bee conducted by} 
WBEN, the Buffalo Evening News’ | 
Station,’ 


+ 
wr 





only 


WHAT THE GIRLS THINK 
OF NBC EXECUTIVES 


Washington, March 23. 

Employees of NBC’s Washington 
studios made merry Saturday (20) at 
a banquet staged by Frank M. Rus- 
sell, local v.p., at the swanky Ward- 
man Park Hotel. Nearly 100 mem- 
bers of the web’s Washington staff. 
including studio workers’ from 
NBC’s two stations, WRC and 
WMAL, witnessed an elaborate show 
hatched by home talent. 

Gal members of the staff, headed 
by Marian P. Gale, NBC press re- 
lations expert, staged a series of 
skits satirizing Russell and other 
studio big-wigs. Phoney news broad- 
casts, garbled spot announcements, 
and parodies of popular songs—sung 
by an ‘announcer quartet’—com- 
pleted the program. 

Presentation of a ‘sing-less canary’ 
was made to Kenneth Berkley, man- 
ager of WRC and WMAL, who was 
recently disappointed when a much 
ballyhooed canary refused to sing 
over his network. 

Officials who were given an inti- 
mate glimpse of themselves as seen 
through the eyes of their girl em- 
ployees included Russell, Berkley, 
Vince Callahan, sales department 
chief: A. E. Johnson, chief Washing- 
ton engineer; P. J. Hennessey, legal 
adviser; Fred Shawn, assistant Wash- 
ington manager, and Carleton Smith, 
presidential announcer. 

Husbands and wives of staff mem- 
bers were invited to the party, but 
unmarried employees brought no 
escorts. 


DEPT. STORE SIT-DOWN 
UNRELATED TO WJAR 


Providence, March 21. 

Though employees of the Outlet 
Co. dept. store in Providence, R. L, 
are on a sit-down strike, biz goes on 
as usual at WJAR, with all hands on 
deck. 

WJAR, a NBC outlet, is owned by 
company operating the store, 


MRS. ATLASS IMPROVED 


Trip to Honolulu Unnecessary for 
Chicage Broadcasters 




















Chicago, March 23. 

Leslie Atlass of Columbia-WBBM 
and Ralph Atlass of WIND-WJJD 
back at their respective desks last 
week following a quick flight west- 
ward to reach their mother, who had 
been seriously ill in Honolulu. 

When they reached the Coast, they 
got word that their mother, Mrs. 
Frank Atlass, was considerably im- 
proved and on way to recovery, so 
they returned to their Chicago 
offices. 





Hildegarde’s Studio Audience 

Hildegarde, NBC’s highest paid 
sustainer, set another record this 
week when sbe was given a studio 
for visual audiences, making her 
sustainer with that privilege. 
New arrangement effective on 


March 20. 


SEEKS GOOD WILL 
OF SERVICE MEN 


Trade Antagonism to RCA 
Parts Because of Whole- 
sale Practices Is Reputed 
Motivation Behind Highly 
Technical Programs of No 
Interest to Public 


TIE-INS 





Wholesale Radio Co., set equip- 
ment wholesalers for Radio Corpora- 
tion of America, is buying time on 
local stations throughout the country 
to carry a special message to radio 
service men and ostensibly to as- 
suage their reputed antagonistic atti- 
tude toward use of RCA parts. Pro- 
grams have been framed to attract 
service men and as a co-operative 
marketing idea for them. Broadcasts 
are not directed to radio audiences 
in any way, and probably would not 
prove of more than casual interest 
even to rabid radio fans. 

Radio time-buying campaign is 
reported to take cognizance of an- 
noyance of service shops and em- 
ployees over contention that RCA or 
its wholesalers have been selling 
equipment over the counter. Whole- 
sale Radio’s transcriptions are set 
for 13 weeks on WNEW, where the 
firm hopes to attract the attention of 
some 10,000 service men in_ the 
Greater New York area. 

Initial broadcasts will explain 
technically how to eliminate noise, 
get certain audio-frequency tones, 
etc. Idea is that service men can 
be in customer’s home when pro- 
gram comes in, point out that the 
radio in question is not getting this 
tone and suggest how it can be 
brought in on their radio. Programs 
also include distribution of $100 in 
equipment to service men who write 
in and explain in best manner cer- 
tain technical phases in current radio 
set difficulties. 





Los Angeles, March 23. 
Stockholders meeting of Southern 
California Edison Co. was aired last 
Friday (19) over five s.ations of the 
Don Lee-Mutual chain and KFOX, 
Long Beach. First time done, ac- 
cording to outfit’s announcement, 
which sent out the hour show to 
75,000 partners in the corporation. 
Harry J. Bauer, president, pre- 
sided, and all the data and info usu- 
ally relayed to the stockholders was 
ethered. Radio plan was to reach 
consumers as well as stockholders. 
Last year company used the com- 
pany’s privately owned telephone 
system. 





ban 


‘All Sustainers Will Be Paid 
Is Advanced As Argument 
For Harry Wilder's Troy Bid 





Sponsored Obituary 


Indianapolis, March 23. 

Both WIRE and WFBM here 
carried a 15-minute show on 
Friday (19) that was born as 
result of newspaper strike here 
on that day. 

Shirley Bros., local undertak- 
ing firm, bought time on each 
station with copy made up of 
all obituaries in city for day, 
all burial notices (even when 
competitors had the biz) for 
benefit of any interested friends 
and relatives that were listeners. 











LAWYER GOOD WILL 
SHOW GETS GOING 


Buffalo, March 23. 


Erie County Bar Assn. has readied 
its broadcasting schedule. As report- 
ed some weeks ago the lawyers are 
seeking good-will and an offset to 
public antagonism to the profession. 
Programs will hit WEBR starting 
this Thursday (25) at 7:45 p.m. David 
Diamond is the broadcasting com- 
mittee chairman, 

Transcriptions will be made of 
programs and shipped to New York 
and Chicago bar associations. It’s 
also expected national trade associa- 
tion of the briefsters will mull the 
idea. 

Ellis advertising agency 
dling program. 


Brave Cops Get Radio 
Credit on KLZ, Denver 


Denver, March 23. 

KLZ is building good-will with 
the police department with citations 
over the air for bravery, and other 
acts that warrant favorable men- 
tion in the police bulletin. On the 
air at KLZ is a transcription (com- 
mercial), ‘Honor the Law,’ and at the 
end of the program names of palice 
officers who have distinguished 
themselves during the past week are 
put on the air. 

Announcer refers to the fact these 
officers have been recommended for 
this honor by Police Chief George 
Marland. Policemen listen in on this 
broadcast whenever possible, and 
when any of them think they will 
be on the air tell their friends about 





is han- 











it too. Letters are sent the officers to 
be mentioned, 





A weird measure seeking to place 
a censorship on commercial matter 
broadcast over New York 
has been introduced in the New York 
State legislature. Bill, which got 
into the Assembly hopper through 
Assemblyman William McKenzie, Re- 
publican, of Alleghany County, and 
on the Senate rolls through State 
Senator James Murray, would have 
the copy bluepenciling done by the 
motion picture division of the state 
education department. 

Act has been introduced as an 
amendment to the state education 
law and would make unlawful any 
broadcasting of advertising material 
which had not been first submitted 
to the picture division. It would ex- 
act a charge of 10c. per word for re- 
viewing such matter. Amendment 
would go into effect July 1, 1937. 

Amendment also covers transcrip- 


stations 








10c a Word as Censor Tax 


Politicians Propose Weird Measure—Pub- 
lishers Said to Think It Very Nice 


tions. In such czses labels would be 
affixed by the division stating they 
had been approved, Each label 
would have a number. 

It is reported that newspaper pub- 
lishers have declared themselves in 
favor of the measure, This report 
has stirred speculation as to the pubs 
realizing that such legislation could 
act as a boomerang, with the possible 
result that newspaper advertising 
might also find itself coming within 
the purview of a state censor. Radio 
circles expect to have the act, if 
passed, invalided upon one of two 
grounds, or both; namely, that it dis- 
criminates against a particular indus- 
try and is thereby unconstitutional, 
and secondly, broadcasting is an in- 
terstate matter and cannot be taxed 
through local enactment. 

Measure has been referred to the 
education committee of both the as- 
sembly and the senate. 





Troy, N. Y., March 23. 
Theme of ‘local pride and local 
showmanship’ will be played in all 
keys if Col. Harry C. Wilder's pro- 


jected 1,000-watt daytime, 950-kilo 
station for Troy receives the ap- 
proval of FCC. Local and ether 


Capital District residents who testi- 
fied at last week's hearing before 
Examiner George H. Hill in Wash- 
ington returned, confident that the 
assent of the commission will be 
forthcoming. Troy, with a city pop- 
ulation of 73,000 and a trade area of 
120,000, is the only large community 
in the east without a local trans- 
mitter. Money to finance construc- 
tion is available. Wilder produced a 
cashier’s check for $25,000 at the 
hearing. He is the largest stock- 
holder in the Troy Broadcasting Co., 
which has issued 45% of its $70,000 
capital stock. Others holding finan- 
cial interests are: Thomas F. Rourke, 
president of a Troy bank; Dr. James 
Laurence Meader, head of Russell 
Sage College for Women, Troy, and 
Samuel E. Aronowitz, Albany attor- 
ney and law partner of Edward J. 
O’Connell, Democratic chieftain of 
Albany county, Dr. Meader is a for- 
mer president of the Chamber of 
Commerce, whose 400 members 
strongly support the new station. So 
does Mayor Chester J. Atkinson, a 
witness in Washington. 

Pay-for-everybody policy followed 
by Wilder at WSYR, Syracuse, and 
WNBX, Springfield, Vt., will be in 
force at the local station. Instead of 
recompensing sustaining artists in 
‘publicity,’ a plan long used by sta- 
tions hereabouts and, in many cases, 
still pursued, all broadcasters will 
receive a fee. Minimum probably 
will be $10. The promoters are ready 
to splurge on talent for local pro- 
grams, a weekly sustaining payroll 
of $600 being envisioned. Troy field, 
particularly musical, is to be combed, 
Emphasized is the fact that all edu- 
cational, cultural, racial and relig- 
ious groups will be given an oppor- 
tunity to use the station's facilities, 
This angle has not received sufficient 
attention from the managements of 
Capital District commercial trans- 
mitters, in the opinion of many ob- 
servers. In fact, Dr, Meader testi- 
fied that ‘our college has never been 
invited by other nearby stations to 
join in their programs; we feel keen- 
ly the need of a station and the ben- 
efits that it would bring.’ 

Kenneth G. Bartlett, professor of 
radio broacasting at Syracuse Uni- 
versity, and George R. Nelson, of the 
Leighton & Nelson Agency, Schenec- 
tady, were witnesses for the peti- 
tioners. 


WPA COAST WAXINGS 


Uses %75-Piece Symphony and Big 
Vocal Ensembles 








Hollywood, March 23. 

Heaviest array of talent ever used 
for platter pressing here are work- 
ing in a series of transcriptions be- 
ing made by Works Progress Admin- 
istration. Symphony ork of 75 was 
used in one set, while choruses and 
ensembles of 30 and 40 singers had a 
music backup of 45-piece crew. 

Guy Bolte, radio production head 
for WPA, and Dr. Nicolai Sokoloff, 
musical director for the government 
agency, are here to supervise the re- 
cordings, 





Fanchon & Marco's ‘Wizard’ 

Radio rights of ‘Wizard of Oz,’ late 
Frank J. Baum’s juve thriller, have 
been acquired by Fanchon & Marco 
and are being adapted for marionette 
and script show. 

Rights were bought from 
Maud Baum, author’s widow. 


Mrs, 


Ross Wilson, engineer at WMT, 
Cedar Rapids, and Mrs. Wilson res 
cently escaped with minor injuries 
in a car accident in Cedar Rapids, 
Mrs. Wilson sustained a broken 
nose and Ross received leg lacerae 
tions, 
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WOOLWORTH SIT-DOWN STRIKE 
Interviews 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

¥riday, 10:15 p.m. 

WEVD, New York , 

‘Labor Union’ station stunted a 
natural for its listeners and gencral 
nolicy when it picked up a remote 
last Fri. (19) night from dime-store | 
on 14th strect, where employees are 
squatting on the premises and askin% 
for collective bargaining right, 
shorter hours and longer pay en- 
velopes. 

To WEVD’s credit, picture pre- 
sented w*s strictly unbiased. Sev- 
eral sit-downers were marched to 
the mike anc they gave a straiv*ht 
exposition of what they were strik- 





ing for, and of the conditions e«:- 
istent in the store in which they had 


barricaded selves. | compute and anybody's guess. But 
Remote pickup wasn’t too sood.| Universal believes that its films 
but program packed punch, excit»- | benefit from the air ballyhoo given 
ment and atmosphere. It was. i”°'-| prior to release. Studio had ‘My 
dentally, first reported broadcast | Man. Godfrey’ and ‘Three Smart 
from scene of a sit-down siege. | Girls’ on ‘Hollywood Hotel’ and, | 
Bert. aside from fact both were good pix, 


JOHN GRIFFIN 

“Tenor 

4 Mins. 

XOLYNOS 

“Tuesday. 8 p.m. 

WABC. New York 
(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 

St. Pairick’s week  highli*h‘cd 
many an Irish tenor. John Griffin 
was one of them. He’s soloist at St. 


Patrick’s Cathedral. but has a lone: 


theatrical backround including 
mnembershin in the old Roxv gan-. 
He’s a broiher of Gerald Griffin. an- 
other Irish tenor of vaude memory. 

Qn the Hammerstein prosrem he 
Sanded in whet was exnected—Old 


0d sentiment hrndsomely rendered. | é ; 
With a voice of apveal and seope. | are all nice, though not one gives 
this singer is in no sense lim‘ted to | unmistakable promise of becoming 


shamrock stuff. 
“NIGHT DESK NEWS’ 

Dick Blaine, Commentator 

News Flashes 

15. Mins, 

~fonday to Friday, 1 a. m. 

WMCA, New York 

Simulating. at. the start, with ac- 
euracy, the teletype sounds of the 
city room of a newspaper, this new 
‘ate-listener news program is ex- 
nertly projected. Dick Blaine, bul- 
letin purveyor, has a direct, clear- 
cut style and the news material gets 
-way from the usual press wire style. 
“Svidently rewritten in the studio. it 
has a chatty, informal touch that 
makes it good listening. Remark- 
able, too. for the late-or-early-hour 
it’s broadcast. 

No attempt was made _ when 
eaught, however, to steal a march on 
early news programs from this sta- 
tion and others by airing exclusive, 
‘ast-minute siuif. For instance. re- 


Land. 








‘chool disaster, while comprehensive, 
did not contain latest death toll fig- 
ures given, as a special flash. by 
NBC a few minutes earlier. WMCA’s 
coverage of other items was varied 
and interestingly aired. 

Subjects take in a wide area from 
local N. Y. dispatches to foreign 
eable stuff. Several human interest 


bits and oddities are included, also 
training 
eamps end a N. Y. fight result as 


news from the baseball 


sports itcms. Rowl. 
SILVIE SAINT CLAIRE 

Sengs 

"5 Mins. 

POSTAL TELEGRAPH 

“aturday, 11:45 2. m. 

WINS, New York 

French chenteuse, current in floor 
frolic at the St. Regis hotel’s Mai- 
sonette Russe. did well on what is 
Cescribed as her initial air attempt. 
Her name as yet is unknown but on 
enterteinment has possibilities for 
‘tuest shots. 

Framing of her debut was un- 
fortunate. Copy was poor and a 
Trench teacher was hauled in mid- 
‘yay to converse with Miss Saint 
Claire in her native tongue. How 
vany of the listeners understood 
that? 

Warbler’s abilities lean toward 
‘ight comedy selections predominant- 
‘y, Opencd with thoughtfully chosen 
nedley of international pops, then 
*Madelon.’ and concluded with zest- 
ful novelty piece. , 
Her French accent when snenkin* 
has that quality termed basal gad 

ert. 





“CAUSES OF CRIME’ 
With Wynn Wright's Players 
Vrama 
“® Mins. 
Sustaining 
“Mondavs. 10-10:30 p.in. 
WWJ. Detroit 
Desiened as a war on crime due 
+9 delinquencies, this new half-hour 
yrog also proves entertainine stuff 
for the most vart. Dramatization. 
“yy Myron Golden, of some specific 
erime is “ranhic and meritorious. 
Ditto work of Wynn Wright's Play- 
ers. 
Each evisode in the weeklv series 
4s based on fact, with fictitous 
namcs used. Deal with first sign of 
malediustment in children, the in- 
‘reasin’ seriousness of these offenscs. 
up to a climatic crime which leads 
to prison or asylums. Following 
story. leadin’ nsychiatrist discusses 
influences which led to crime. end 
how it micht have been prevented. 
Latter portion of show is much 
too lon: psvchiatrists should be 
able to cut. stuff to coupla minutes. 
with everybody weet all 
ete. 


| they were also the two top grossers 
| tor company this season. 





‘TOP O’ THE TOWN’ 

With George Murphy, Doris Nolan, 
Gertrude Niesen, Ella Logan, Hugh 
Herbert, Gregory Ratoff 

29 Mins. 

CAMPEBELL SOUP 

Friday, 9:30 p.m. 

WABC (CBS), New York 

(F, Wallis Armstrong) 

“Top of the Town,’ Universal cine- 
musical on eve of release, possibly 
took its b.o. fate in its hands by 
putting full story, all of the songs, 
and most of the cast at radio’s dis- 
posal. Plot of piece was tipped, 
songs were reprised and the gags 
were unveiled all in a quickie 29 
mins. Comes the film to box offices 
in a week or two at 40c. to 85c. for 
an hour plus on the screen. 

Just what will be the reaction in 
nickels and dimes may be hard to 


‘ Looks iike studio intends to con- 
tinue practice whenever expedient 
until fingers are singed. On _ this 
broadcast, theatres which have dated 
the pic were asked by U’s publicist 
Joe Weil to communicate news of 
radio program to theatre patrons via 
lobby frames. 

There is also another angle on 
thought of broadcasting ‘Town.’ Some 
of its cast members are known to 
some extent to air fans, but are little 
'nown in films. In such a way radio 
fans were tipped that Gertrude 
Niesen and Ella Logan are in the pic. 

Songs intro’d are all by Jimmy 
MeHugh and Harold Adamson and 


overwhelmingly popular. Tunes 





nlayed and sung are ‘Top o’ the 
Town, ‘No Two Ways About It,’ 
‘That Foolish Feeling,’ ‘Where Are 
You,’ ‘Blame It on the Rhumba’ and 
‘Fireman, Save My Child.’ 

Whoever whittled down the film 
script to fit onto the broadcast did 
not do an especially distinguished 
iob: it was choppy, and on several 
spots there was overstressing of 
minor details. 

In the main, as a ho. buildup for 
the pic, the broadcast bent neither 
backward nor forward. Weather- 
vane will have to designate which 
way the wind blows when the flicker 
is released; and then what will its 
good or indif biz be aranne oe 

ert. 


COURTEOUS COLONELS 
With Milla Dominynez, 
Lara, 60 Courteous Colonels, 


Richardo 
di- 


Orchestra 
Musical 
30 Mins. 

BARNSDALL OIL CO. 
Saturday, 10:15 p.m., CST. 
WBBM, Chicago 

(Cooperative Advertising Co.) 

Program sponsored by an oil com- 
pany that insists its show be pro- 
duced in the home town of the in- 
dustry, even though it be a coast-to- 
coaster, as this is. Not a bad show, 
either, but it’s a little hard to say 
just which stratum of the population 
it’s designed to hit, since there’s all 
types of music jammed into one 30 
minutes: old time ragtime, modern 
ballads, and Bach. 

Program has speed, though, and 
better than just fair talent. 
of 60 which is billed above every- 
thing else does nice work in a plain 
homespun way, without trying for 
any unusual or arty effects, except- 
ing for one with Western atmos- 
phere, ‘Song of the Cowpuncher,’ 
which they handled nicely. Orches- 
tra was best at the ‘Turkey in the 
Straw’ variety of music, and did a 
good job of accompanying both the 
soprano and tenor, the first a bit 
wavery on ‘Il Bacio’ and ‘Tell Me 
That You Love Me.’ Male singer 
was all right. 

Whole stanza was m.c’d by what 
is probably the Oklahoma version of 
a Colonel, and one who would do 
well to lessen the force which brings 
his affability, especially that bring- 
ing on the chuckle. 


LILLIAN GISH 
MAXWELL HOUSE COFFEE 
Thursday, 9 p.m. 
WEAF, New York 
(Benton & Bowles) 

Lillian Gish skipped from her ac- 
customed weepy characterizations to 
toss off a comedy routine for this 
(18) guestee on the Maxwell House 
Showboat. Proved she also knows 
how to tickle a funnybone. 

Portraying a fluttery femme hos- 
pitalized for ‘rest cure,’ she 
whammed over a skit by Patricia 
Collinge, legit actress. Act ran four 
minutes and showed La Gish knows 
her laugh routine almost as well as 
the sob stuff. 

Miss Gish’s timing, expression and 
emohasis were plenty forte and 
‘after what sounded like a nervous 
opening) she created a lifelike por- 
trait. Miss Collinge’s writing has 
incisive wit, but surprise or wallop 
finish would help. 

Lanny Ross’ presentation of Miss 
Gish had just the proper touch. Was 
gracious without being = gushy. 
Avoided over-introducing such an 
established personality. Miss Gish’s 
crediting of Miss Collinge’s scripting 
also rates bends and her closing by- 
play with Lanny Ross had an en- 
gaging informality. Miss Gish, in 
fact, is okay for radio. Hobe. 











rected by Harry Evans, Be-Square | 


Chorus 


GRACE MOORE 
With Floyd Gibbons, Vincent Lopez’s 
Orch. 
Songs, Music 
30 Mins. 
NASH MOTORS 
Saturday, 9 p.m. 
WABC, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

Miss Moore climbed aboard the 
Nash program last Sat. +20). One 
fault which Miss Moore seems to be 
enlarging in her air work is the too- 
gushing I’ll-do-anything-to-please 
manner she has acquired. It’s show- 
manly to be nice to ’em, and have 
"em think the performance is theirs 
to mold, maul or criticize, but. Miss 
Moore overdoes it. She'll please 
more readily if she less openly tells 
‘em how much she wants ‘em to like 
her. It’s sloppy. 

In very good voice when heard, 
she orioled ‘Siboney’ and ‘Whistling 
Boy’ from her recent release, ‘When 
You’re in Love,’ plus Vincent You- 
mans’ “Through the Years’ and the 
‘Gavotte,’ from the opera, ‘Manon.’ 
It was a walk-through assignment 
for Miss Moore’s pipes. 

Gibbons said only a couple of 
words when intro’d and. actually, 
did nothing in way of entertainment. 
He departs program after March 27. 

Orchestra. made nice, . unobtrusive 
background for. Miss Moore. and 


scores on own when forefronted. 
When caught. plaved ‘Where Are 
You?’ ‘Love to Keep Warm’ and 


leader got in licks on the kevboard 
with ‘Stardust.’ Bert. 


GUS EDWARDS SCHOOL DAYS 
With Milton Berle. Bill Jones, Ernie 

Hare, Wendell Hall, Jolly Gillette, 

Andy Sannella, Bert Gordon, Tom- 

my Mack Marian Mansfield, Tom- 

my Bond, Joan Shea, Dorothy 

Wade, Dick Bredus, Benedetta 

Sebastian, Billy Lechner, Carol 

Minton, Milten and Marshall, 

Sherry Ardell, Jerry McKay, Jay 

Morley, Sid Miller, Diana Toy, 

Bert Fiske orch. 

One hour 
Sustaining 

Mon., 8:15 p.m. 
KFWB, Hollywood. 

There's plenty of everything it 
takes in this setup, but it’s the guest 
section that gives it the big lift. 

Berle brought his troupe to the 
schoolday broadcast as a gesture to 
Gus Edwards. It’s strictly a one- 
timer. Last week it was Eddie Can- 
tor and his tribe. Next week it will 
be some other radio topper. How 
long Edwards can stretch it is some- 
thing else again. 

First half of the show is devoted 
to the adolescent discoveries of the 
old discoverer himself. Show re- 
volves around Edwards as the prof, 
who also pipes a solo, and not bad, 
either. There’s the usual classroom 
capers and occasional specialties. 
Outstanding among the kids is a 
coloratura, Dorothy Wade, who is 
definitely a find. Marian Mansfield 
is the teacher, taking over from 
Grace Hayes on last week’s debut- 
ter. Latter has the edge. 

Assisting Edwards in the produc- 
tion are Arthur Bryant and Manny 
Ostroff. Eddie Dein and Stanley Kops 
tend to the script. Edwards can have 
no complaint on the studio’s co- 
operation. Helm. 


‘AVE MARIA HOUR’ 
Passion Play 

30. Mins. 

ST. CHRISTOPHER’S INN 
Holy Week, 8:15 a. m. 
WMCA, New York 

Graymoor Friars have a season- 
round Sunday religious program on 
WMCA. During Holy Week they 
have intensified their radio cam- 
paign by quickening into a daily 
series of half-hours, dramatizing por- 
tions of the New Testament in which 
Christ particinates. Scripts treat of 
His public life up till time of His 
crucifixion. 

Exhibit caught Tuesday (23) was 
feelingly and reverently done, but 
ran about four minutes undertime, 
which necessitated lot of vocal and 
organ fill-in. 

Rev. Paul James Francis, one of 
the chief Friars at the Garrison, N. 
Y. Retreat. essayed role of the Chris- 


_ Others, unidentified, had only 
its. 

Nice, thoughtful series for this 
season, when such programs are 


rather popular in many households. 
Bert. 


CLYDE BEATTY 
Animal Act 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 
Weenesday, 7:30 p.m. 
WEAF, New York 

On the eve of the N. Y. opening of 
the Beattv-Cole Bros. Circus last 
week, NBC gave the show a web- 
spread shower of publicity by put- 
ting Beatty and his cats on the air 
in what network described as a ‘lion 
test’ program. 

Stunt was to discover if trainer 
could put his leopards (the tigers 
weren't used) through their paces 
with voice alone, and not his phy- 
sical presence in cage. He couldn't, 
which everyone knew. 

Excitedly. the announcer dressed 
the stage, and admitted the stunt 
fizzled when Beatty, ensconced in a 
booth across the Hippodrome arena, 
failed to voice-command his cats into 
their routine. 

Windup came when he raced back. 
entered the inclosure and with whip 
and chair cowed the beasts into their 
stunting. Bert. 





JACK DEMPSEY FIGHTS 
Transcriptions 
30 Mins. 
NEHI, INC. 
Tues., 7:30 p.m, 
WGY, Schenectady 
(James A. Greene) 

Former heavyweight champion 
packs the dialing punch this new 
series of platters wiil carry over 
a group of stations for 13 weeks 
on a one t.w. schedule. WGY spot 
is Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. Transcrip- 
tions combine reenactments of Demp- 
sey’s important bouts with orches- 
tral and vocal selections. Frank 
Bentley’s unit plays. Mrs. Dempsey, 
the former Hannah Williams, sang 
on first groover. Kelvin Keech is 
emcee. Dempsey extends greetings, 
too, his restaurant being the sug- 
gested background. 


Judging by the initial turntabler; 
feature totes sufficient entertainment 
to hold the attention of men and 
of boys. The orchestral-vocal music 
may catch the ears of women dialers, 
some of whom probably are boxing 
devotees. Regardless, Dempsty is the 
tuning-in attraction; the others are 
incidental. Jack’s many mike ap- 
pearances have helped to make him 
a capable broadcaster, breezy, mod- 
est and likeable. However, he usu- 
ally tells as much on one p.a. date 
with a sports announcer as he does 
on two of these records. Critics 
might question whether Keech is 
the best choice for an emcee-quiz- 
zer on a fight frame. This is not 
the type of program to which his 
voice and personality are _ ideally 
suited. There is the further fact he 
does not offer much vocal contrast 
to Dempsey. 

Reenactments of moment in Demp- 
sey’s life are well if not strikingly 
done. Nat Fleisher, tabbed as edi- 
tor of The Ring, and Sam Goldman, 
ticketed as matchmaker of the Ja- 
maica Arena, furnish a good box- 
ing-world color on first record. Men- 
tioned that Jim Tully is writing a 
biography of Dempsey. Other guesis 
will be heard on subsequents. Mrs. 
Dempsey pops softly and™“dialogs di- 
alogues briefly but charmingly with 
her hubby. Bentley’s boys play 
smoothly. Announcer drums on R-C 
Cola. Before sign-off, boys are di- 
rected to contact stores to Jearn 
how they may obtain a book on box- 
ing or a set of gloves. 


Jean V. Grombach, produced. Soft 
drink is handled by Atlanta adver- 
tising agency, James A. Greene. 

Jaco. 


CHARLES SIVERSON ORCHESTRA 

With Teutonia Liedertafel, Jack Lee, 
Armin Paul 

30 Mins. 

ROCHESTER ABENDPOST 

Monday, 9 p.m. 

WHAM, Rochester, N. Y. 


This is distinctly a class program 
bound to appeal to the large German 
population in‘ this section as well as 
all who like good music. Opens with 
the rhythmic swing of Strauss’ Blue 
Danube waltz. Jack Lee, WHAM 
production chief, introduces the show 
in English and then turns over the 
program to Armin Paul, German an- 
nouncer. 


A brief greeting in German and 
the concert orchestra under direction 
of Charles Siverson plays a favorite 
from the score of an immortal Ger- 
man composer. Then Rochester 
Teutonia Liedertafel, male chorus of 
75 voices, sings as one man a special 
arrangement for orchestra and chorus 
of Spreckelson’s ‘Der Grenadier.’ 
Chorus is directed by Herman Gen- 
hart, choral master of the Eastman 
School of Music. 

Program presents the cream of 
German folk songs, dances, operettas, 
operatic sclections and symphonies 
in a manner music lovers like to 
hear. Effort is sponsored by the 
Daily Abendpost, German language 
newspaper, and the Deutchen Rund- 
funk Klub, which represents a large 
section of the German population in 
Rochester. Cord. 


‘GOOD TIME SOCIETY’ 

With Ella Fitzgerald, Charles Linton, 
Ink Spots, Jaunita Hall Choir, Juan 
Hernandez, Chick Webb Orchestra 

Music-Comedy 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Monday, 8:00 p.m., CST 

WLS, Chicago. 


Program with an all-colored cast. 
and evidently trying to portray an 
all-colored spirit, something which it 
starts to do, slips into regular radio 
revue stvle, and then goes back to 
Negro. Smooth show, as a whole, 
with both singers, Ella Fitzgerald and 
Charies Linton, doing numbers in an 
okay style, the girl having an es- 
pecially ‘good voice for warmth and 
expression. 

Orchestra is all right, but in no 
way remarkable. Ink Spots, a vocal 
team working on the familiar four 
boys and a guitar stvle, add little to 
the program either in music or en- 
tertainment, while the opposite is 
true of the Jaunita Hall Choir, who 
could be used more than they are to 
the best advantage of the show. Com- 
edy is spotty, and, for the most part, 
unfunny. Spirit with which it is 
done is the only thing which makes 
it at all listenable, but there’s a 
limit even to that. 

Supposed locale of the show is at 
a meeting of the Good Time Society, 
and a thread of the meeting is car- 
ried all the way through. Juan Her- 





nandez, as the m.c. does a capable 
job. 





eee 


EAMON DE VALERA : 
With Martin Beirne’s Orch., Jack 

Feeny and Mike Riley 
Talk, Song, Music 
30 Mins. 

Transatlantic 
Wednesday (17); 4:15 p.m. 
WABC, New York 

St. Pat’s Day found CBS for sev- . 
enth ,consecutive year picking up 
shortwaved spiel from Ireland, and 
back-Stopping it with music from 
this side of pond, ; 

Irish: Republic’s Prez de Valera 
talked first half of period, shrewdly 
taking advantage of opportunity by 
drawing a lucid picture of economic 
and governmental setup now pre- 
vailing on the Emerald Isle. Always 
was smart, it seems, when dealing 
with or in the U. S. Came over 
in the early °20’s, staged a series 
of quick platform purrs around the 
country and via plate-passing route 
collected more than $2,000,000, which 
kept the Republic going just when 
it looked like England would walk 
over the wearers of the greén in 
their little tiff. 

Martin Beirne’s ore (1L) enthusi- 
astically ran off series of Erin reels, 
jigs and -traditional tunes during 
last half of program, picked up from 
Innisfail ballroom,.N: Y. Mike (‘Mu- 
sic Goes ’Round’) Riley was on deck 
with a trombone. to amplify the 
ore’s fiddles, flutes and bagpipes; he 
was featured in one_ rendition, 
‘Echoes of Ireland.’ Jack Feeny, 
tenor, trilled ‘Dear Little Shamrock,’ 
and Beirne had some slick solo licks 
on his bagpipe on ‘Maid on the 
Green.’ 

CBS’ dept. of special events had a 
natural and topical idea in this. 

Bert. 


DORIS HARE 

Songs, Monolog 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 
Wednesdays, 7:15 p.m. 
WIZ, New York 

Miss Hare is sure to be compared 
with Beatrice Lillie—and likely not 
too favorably. British lass who 
hopned across the pond to appear in 
the current-season flop ‘Night Must 
Fall.’ and then eased onto radio via * 
the Vallee guest route, has some- 
thing very definite to offer Yankee 
dialers, but must vecr from the 
Lillie line if she wants to impress 
the rank and file, and, incidentally, 
a sponsor. While her ozone type is 
tyvically that of the English music 
hall comedienne, on this side of the 
water, Miss Lillie landed first and 
hence all followers are sure to be 
classed as copy-cats. 

When caught. Miss Hare did a 
monolog that is to be serialized 
through her succession of broadcasts; 
it deals with a flighty-fancy British 
woman entering New York for first 
time: idea is'o.k., script could take 
some speeding up. Her special songs 
were nice. , 

Comedienne could well be ogled 
by outliners of web shows using 
guests. Bert. 


AACK BERCH 


Songs 
15 Mins. 
FELS NAPHTHA 
Tues., Thurs., 1 p. m. 
WABC, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 

In the interest of soap suds Berch 
bounces right in among the house- 
wives twice weekly to bring ‘em 
cheer and advice about how to wash 
out husbands’ shirts till they're 
milk-white. 

He’s right friendly with the haus- 
frau, addressing ‘em in bulk as 
‘girls,’ but his manner of approach is 
nice and he gets by. His snappy 
pev-up songs strike a sunshiny slant 
on a bleak afternoon and his bub- 
bling spirits can well be construed 
as contagious. He'll be liked. 

Commercial copy compressed 
enough and it was a happy thought 
to have Berch hand it out. Bert. 


EARL TRUXELL’S ORCHESTRA 
30 Mins. 

OLD SHAY ALE 

Wer -csdays, 7:30 p.m. 

WC..E, Pittsburgh 

Good idea for an account peddling 
ale. Focal point is a dramatization 
of a historical incident in connection 
with some famous inn either here or 
abroad, but that’s wisely not per- 
mitted to predominate. About 12 
minuies for this, and the remainder 
is music and style of quartet singing 
that’s generally associated with the 
foaming mugs. - 

Indication on opening program 
was that each week a different com- 
poser would be honored and initial 
tune cycle was composed exclusively 
of Irving Berlin hits. Male quartet 
featured in several numbers, but a 
good, rousing drinking song might 
have helped. After all, that’s what 
they’re selling. 

Dramatizations are written and di- 
rected by Ed Harvey, station’s pro- 
gram manager, and first had to do 
with a meeting in Sabin’s old Inn 
whic, led to the burning of an Eng- 
lish schooner during pre-Revolution- 
ary unrest. Atmosvhere of ancient 
tankards and conviviality captured 
without losing any of the historical 
significance and whole thing was 
performed nicely and retained inter- 
est. 

Show needs some tightening and 
that should easily come in follow-up 
programs. Singing and music also 
first-rate but sponsors should go a 
bit easier on the plugs. They were 
a little too lengthy at the getaway 
although handled effectively by Clifi 
Daniels. Cohen. 
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Reading Pe omen of Charm Follow-UJ Comment soprano named Whitey Wallace. He's; Film Gossip, Reviews 
4 Mins. os rt a cag Hints Dp neither the worst nor the best of the} 15 Mins. 
KOLYN 8 p.m s ee einen Sas . *| kid wonders, but gave the impression] PROCTER & GAMBLE (Drene) 
oh York nn — Packard program that has now at-| that a little of his thinly pretty | Tuesday, 10:30 p.m. 
wae kett-Sample-Hummert) WMGA . 4 “a ; tained a fairly consistent average is | angel-boy delivery would be plenty | WEAF, New York 

Prestion star of the legit did a Aimed iy Mac int a burning up plenty of comedy ma-| and the right procedure was to re- ; (Compton) ‘ 
conding for the Hammerstein Music: p into a participa- | terja] keeping Charles Butterworth | turn him promptly to the bosom of Fidler gets build-up as the boy 


Hall. Her voice came over the kilo- 
cycles with the perfect diction, 
charm, ete., she has long projected 
over the footlights. However, the 
reading was not an especially good 
selection for radio. Musically back- 
grounded throughout with the or- 
chestra coming up between verses, 
the result was more of an exercise in 
yoice control than an entertainment. 
Might have been better without the 
music, which threatened to get out 
af its background and into the fore- 
ground. sipdcte i 
A more effusive introduction could 
not be asked, and is ‘seldom given, 
than Ted Hammerstein's lengthy ad- 
vance ballyhoo for Miss —- ‘ 
and, 





‘“RONT PAGE DRAMA’ 
Transcription 
15 Mins. ; 
N. ¥. AMERICAN 
Saturday, 2:15 p.m. 
WMCA, New York — 
Waxed dramatization of story ‘to 
appear in next Sunday’s American 
Weekly’ air over WMCA and ap- 
proximately every station in the 
New York area, with the exceptions 
of WEAF, WJZ, WABC and (cur- 
rently) WOR—about 20 stations at 
present. Waxings and placing them 
handled by Tom Brooks, radio editor 
of Hearst’s N. Y. American and Jour- 
nal. Understood broadcasts are 
gratis propositen. for ‘good will. 
Brooks is doing okay. 
Program caught (20) told hokey 
meller about prodigal son just out 
of the pen and nose-diving back into 
crime. Yanked back to the straight- 
and-narrow by a mystical ‘traveler 
he tried to hold up. Winds up with 
the reformed lad back with his poor 
old mamma. Hefty treading on the 
tremolo pedal and beaucoup serving 
of sugarcoated pills’ of philosophy. 
Actors dq what they can with it. In- 
strumental backgrounds for explana- 
tory interludes and commercials. 
Possibly readers who would go for 
type of yarn broadcast would buy 
the American as a result of this pro- 
gram. Hobe. 


CACTUS KATE 
With Ethel Owen, Ray Jones, Mar- 
garet Shanna, Yiec Smith, Harry 
Cansdale 
Serial 
GENERAL MILLS 
15 Mins. 
Mon, Thru Fri., 10:30 a.m., CST. 
WGN, Chicago 
(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 
This show will probably become 
known as the first of another in script 
show stylers, and one which will 
become quite as important ,as were 
c the old time picture Westerns, of 
which it is radio’s counterpart. Con- 
gratulations can be” handed out to 
everybody; actors, writers, pro- 
ducers, but most of aH to the agency 
and General Mills for being able to 
see their way clear to air something 
besides another ingenue-in-distress 
thing such as loads five mornings of 
‘air every week at the presént time. 
Actors here seem hand-picked old 
troupers wiio know characteriza- 
tions, and how to pértray them, and 
their performances added to the 
word atmosphere of the script brings 
the West right before the listener 
with realism seldom achieved in 
~ this type radio drama. Cactus Kate 
herself is a sort of radio cleaned ver- 
sion of Calamity Jane, and as por- 
trayed is entirely believable, as are 
the other members of the characters. 
Script tosses off words such as gold 
nuggets, pard, sheriff, panning, 
-Tustlers in a way that makes no room 
for mistake as to the fact that it’s 
old time Western melodrama as it 
has been done since Buffalo Bill and 
Wild Bill Hickock first walked across 
stage _boards in characters. Only 
fault is that the show could have a 
bit more action than a few of the 
episodes have had. There’s a little 
too much talk for what happens. 





HERMIT’S CAVE 

With Charley Penman’s Mummers 
Ghost Stories 

30 Mins, 

Sestaining 

Undays, 11-11:30 p.m. 

WIR, Detroit . 

Station recently wanted to take 
this late-hour program off the air, 
= dyed-in-wool ghost fans would 
jave none of it. Now they are form- 
ing clubs in various towns through- 
out the state and Ontario, which 
Sather weekly to ear ghosties. 

E at such interest is being shown 
in the ‘Hermit’s’ blood-curdling tales 
isnt hard to comprehend. Stories 
are well-written: Checiay Penman’s 
ummers’ enact the roles nicely, 
and production never lags. Pleasant 
reams probably don’t follow for the 
uninitiated, but program appears to 
rs the right stuff for those who 
ote on spooks. 
ta e Transformed Figure’ was the 
Far story on show caught. As 
i ned tale dealt with an up- 
ri. t citizen, whose mind suddenly 
whys ken over by that of a youth 
he Od been killed years ago by his 
peter. After causing the mother 
ret Commit suicide over fear. fella 
urns to former self. Pete. 





tion commercial, this six-a-week 
series utilizes the Saturday session 
for a ‘Charm School,’ advising the 
femmes how to be irresistible. Spiel 
is by Mrs. Edythe Fern Melrose, for- 
mer manager of WJAY, Cleveland, 
and now on sales staff of Pan-Amer- 
ican Broadcasting. regular N. Y. out- 
let of which is WINS. 

After male announcer’s introduc- 
tory routine along ‘are you ‘satisfied 
with yourself?’ line, Mrs. Melrose 
ladles out quarter hour of concen- 
trated pointers on charm. Most of 
it is probably good, sound stuff and 
guaranteed to have the world at a 
Zal’s feet, but it violates one of La 
Melrose’s underlined points, namely: 
Don’t monopolize the conversation. 

‘Charm in Women’ is 15 minutes 
of solid gab—and ‘solid’ is the word 
for it. Not a break anywhere and 
the going gets plenty tough before 
the bell brings relief. be 

Program caught listed following 
pointers for the popularity-seeking 
femmes: ‘Don’t .be masculine, be 
friendly,. don’t monopolize the con- 
versation, don’t be conspicuous, and, 
above all, be natural. Idea probably 
is to break it up, as windup by the 
announcer called for letters from 
puzzled ladies. Offers a ‘Charm 
Chart,’ whatever that is. Hobe. 


‘FLAME FIGHTERS’ 
Dramatization 

36 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Saturday, 7:30 p.m. 
WHN, New Yerk 

Weekly program, with co-op from 
Fire Department, dramatizes famous 
blazes in and around N. Y. It’s a 
good program, with a good idea. 
Fires are fascinating to almost 
everyone, and the excitement of ’em 
—as well as the danger—is nicely 
communicated to listeners. 

When caught, a fire at Coney Is- 
land few years ago was dramatized. 
Handling was excellent, and the act- 
ing was oke. Louis Tappe wrote and 
directed. 

A fire chief, who worked the 
Coney blaze, was intro’d at end and 
told some sidelights. Fire preven- 
tion rules and what to do in case of 
fires were read at conclusion; 
‘pamphlets afe sent out by station to 
requesting listeners, detailing same 
rules. 

N. Y. Fire Dept. and School Board 
plugs period for WHN—and under- 
standably. It’s a credit all around. 

Bert. 


EARL HARPER 
Svortscasting 
GENERAL MILLS 
Matinees 
WNEW, New York 

. (Knox-Reeves) 

WNEW came through Monday (22) 
with the first play-by-play baseball 
broadcast of the current season, re- 
laying from Seabrink, Fla., a game 
between the New York Yankee and 
the Newark Bears. Manning the 
mike for the harbinger was Earl 
Harper, one of the town’s experts 
at either calling ’em from the spot 
or dishing sports afterthought. 

With Harper a sideline broadcast 
is a sideline broadcast. Harper 
doesn’t clutter up his running fire 
with matters that might confuse the 
listener or chance the loss of some 
interesting play. Insertion of club 
comment, personality items and his- 
torical notes come at apt intervals 
and show sound judgment all 
around. Harper's delivery is well 
suited for this type of assignment. 

Harper got his start in the New 
York area over WINS. Odec. 


DICK BRAY 

Sports 

15 Mins. 

CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH DEALERS 
Daily, 5:45 p.m. 

WKRC, Cincinnati 

A former name in local amateur 
and college athletics and now the 
youngest official in the Big Ten con- 
ference, Bray has a following among 
listeners in Greater Cincy through 
a two-year build-up of sports spiels 
on this station. 

Knows what's of sport interest to 
bugs in various lines of sports and 
mikes in okay style. Smoothly tips 
off his intimacy with subjects of his 
comment in all fields and doesn’t 
get too strong in his claims for 
athletes when tossing posies at ’em. 
He’s also careful in avoiding com- 
parison of present-day and _ past 
sports stars. 

On stanza caught he commented on 
news and gossip from big league 
training camps, reported late results 
in Cincy basketball championship 
playoff, plugged an approaching box- 
ing show for simon pures and dished 
out advance dope on local amateur 
and semi-pro baseball leagues. 

Working with his announcer, Stan 
Conrad, he planted a nifty blurb for 
his bankrollers in the middle of the 
program. 

Only slip-ups were a couple of 
grammatical bulls, indicating haste 
in last-minute preparation of ma- 
terial. 

In bad taste from a commercial 
angle was the immediate follow-up 
with a spot announcement for the 
Fuller Ford agency. Koll. 


supplied with as many as five and 
six separate routines in a_ single 
broadcast. One moment he’s an 
Egyptologist, again he’s an admiral. 
Situational stuff is abundant. So, 
too, are the laughs. It’s undoubtedly 
doing plenty for Butterworth. More 
perhaps for him than for Astaire, 
who straights. 

Smart satire, albeit possibly a wee 
mite tradey for general consump- 
tion, had Butterworth as ‘the last 
listener’ with the whole organized 
broadcast advertising biz aimed ito 
influence him. Lampooning of radio 
customs and advertising ticked off 
chuckles with steady tempo. 

Same line of copy used in maga- 
zines introduced. When the boy gets 
his first watch, his first long trous- 
ers, he looks ahead to another grand 
thrill—his first Packard. This pride 
of possession angle is walloved hard. 
Copy has kept pace with the enter- 
tainment improvement. Mostly miss- 
ing now are the monotonous chants 
about the four-price classes with 
complete itemization of each list of 
virtues. 

Another cute stunt worked by this 
program and possibly a happy 
thought born of the unhappy chain 
break lapses of the first counvle of 
broadcasts last fall is the trick of 
starting a conversation. then fading 


out for the station identification, 
then resuming the conversation on 
the return. This cements the two 


halves solidly together. It’s stand- 
out showmanship. 

Easy Aces are in the midst of an 
amusing sequence for Anacin. 
Dumb Jane has been smitten with 
the yen to be a film actress and has 
adopted a la Simone Simon the bill- 
ing Jane Jane and is starting to 
hand out her autographs to veople 
who don’t want them. Stuff is all 
sure-fire light comedy, combining 
situations and gags for a dependable 
total. 





Jehn J. Anthony’s regime as cuffo 
chairman of the WMCA, New Yor, 
Good Will Hour, successor to the 
outlawed Good Will Court, steers 
rigorously clear of legal advice or 
mention of the law. Peopie with 
grief are never told to expect. or 
seek help from the courts or the 
lawyers. 

Anthony is uneven in quality. At 
times his advice seems sound. At 
other times he merely tells them tc 
do what they’ve already done. ‘But 
I’ve tried that, Mr. Anthony,’ be- 
comes a stock chorus. About 200 
letters a week supply the candidates 
from whom Anthony and his assist- 
ant select their air material. Pro- 
gram seems genuine because nobody 
but actors and actresses of consum- 
mate skill could possibly sob, act and 
talk the way this parade of bewil- 
dered and unhappy souls do. 

Those who come for advice are on 
the economic fringe. One case that 
had split a family concerned four 
dollars. Human ignorance and wil- 
fulness, clumsy inability to under- 
stand or cope with life, are mani- 
fest throughout. In such emotional 
values the program has what it takes 
to get listeners. 

Previous moderator, A. L. Alex- 
ander was a smooth and unc- 
tuous _ talker. Anthony is not. 
His vocabulary is narrow and 
he repeats a great deal. Alex- 
ander was critized for overrul- 
ing the guest judges. Anthony 
is open to the indictment that he 
talks too much. Sometimes he 
scarcely lets the mere victim get in 
a word edge-wise. On the other 
hand, se seems to know his metro- 
politan peasantry and handles them 
deftly. 





Parkyakarkas was not too clicko 
on his third broadcast with Al Jol- 
son. Nor did the program as a pro- 
gram stand up particularly well.’ A 
dubious impression must have fol- 
lowed the use by the Ruthrauff & 
Ryan account of the routine iden- 
tified with Haven MaecQuarrie. 
Granted that it was done as com- 
edy and only briefly, it still was 
copying without the gracious touch 
of professional credit. It seems a 
poor philosophy to follow. This pro- 
gram has had plenty of troubles from 
start, although option is now filed 
away marked okay. 

Al Pearce program has added 
Nick Lucas, veteran orchestral and 
vaudeville singing guitarist, and he’s 


worth plenty to the entertainment | 
tally. A voice of rounded sweetness | 
and a solid backlog of experience 


gives Lucas that authoritative man- | 


ner of the post-graduate pei former. 

Unusual effects are obtained by the | 
use of native Hawaiian instruments | 
and tribal arrangements as distinct | 
from tin pan alley conceptions. | 
Hodge-podge half hour’ rambles} 
along pleasantly with its several ba- 


sic ingredients plus added stuff. That 
dopey door-to-door salesman, Elmer 
Blurp, is by way of being a classic 


of Americana and deserves greater 
fame than the character enjoys. 
Pearce’s ‘I hope your listening, I 


hope, I hope, I hope’ has become a 
trademark that amuses many. 

From Michigan, where Pearce goes 
weekly to m.c. a regional amateur 





session sponsored by Ford dealers of 





his family with the hope that the 
Ford dealers of Michigan hadn't 
made the kid useless for the rigors 
of honest labor to come. c 





Jerry Mann, who is frequently 
aboard the Kolynos ‘Music Hall’ ‘bill 
for what is called'a ‘spot’ of comedy, 
has a breezy mike style verbally and 
barges into a pop song with smack. 
His Chinaman routine may as well 
be forgotten. It’s not Chinese and 
it’s not funny, unless the listeners 
are pushovers. 





‘Let’s Get Together’ seems to have 
gotten too many together on its 
series of Rolis’ Razor quarter-hour 
discs. (Heard'in New York over 
WOR.) Fewer specialists would 
have made for mee leisurety ap- 
proach and scotched the impression 
that a great rush is on to include 
everyone’s bit before time is up. 
Only the sponsor’s plugs got a 
natural pace handling. 

Miss Hare is the British come- 
dienne currently on sustaining build- 
up series on NBC. Did one of her 
old-time London music hall ballads 
on this platter and topped ali the 
other talent handily. Also, she 
sounded less like a’ Beatrice Lillie 
impersonator than she has on NBC. 

Darwin is standard bass-baritone, 
Jean Ellington is the warbler also 
getting much NBC attention: The 
Three Marshalls (two lassies. iad) 
are harmonizers; the Reisers are a 
piano team and pretty slick one. 
Chappell m.c.’s and could have had 
better humor material, or maybe he 
spoiled it getting the couple of funny 
lines he had over in the minimum 
time necessitated. 





Gelett Burgess, returning to the 
Heinz Magazine of the Air over CBS 
to edit the guest page, made one of 
the svrightliest and funniest contri- 
butions recently offered. He dis- 
cussed table manners, a_ subject 
usually approached with bowed knee 
by authorities on social behavior. 
Burgess’ treatment of the matter, 
however, was in crisp, direct, wise- 
cracking, and yet instructive. His 
continuity sounded like magazine 
stuff, being sprinkled with quotable 
phrases and sentences couched in the 
vernacular. 

‘Magazine’ would profit by the in- 
clusion of more ‘articles’ written 
and delivered in Burgess’ not-too- 
serious. style. Some of the guests are 
too inclined to adopt the lecture- 
platform attitude. 

Hugh Baillie, president of United 
Press, took NBC blue listeners ‘Be- 
hind the Headlines,’ on a talk de- 
livered before the Rotary Club of 
Brooklyn. He gave brief close-ups of 
Hitler and Mussolini, both of whom 
he recently interviewed. Said that 
he found Hitler in the office a dif- 
ferent man than Hitler on the re- 
viewing stand in the former, quiet, 
good-natured and direct of speech. 
Baillie ascribed the rise of dictators 
certain in European countries to the 
world war’s upheaval, people being 
willing to sacrifice liberty for what 
they thought was security. 





Fannie Hurst, Ford Madox Ford, 
Natalie Sedgwick Colby, 
Lenz, Eugene Busanboy and other 
literati took part in an informal 
half-hour dinner-table discussion of 
the question, ‘Is Bridge Destroying 
Good Conversation?,’ broadcast over 
the NBC blue web from the New 
York home of Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Goddard Leach (Leach is editor of 
The Forum). An extension or varia- 
tion of the microphone-in-the-home 
type of broadcast which NBC started 
with the now-clicking ‘Our Neigh- 
bors’ visits by Jerry Belcher, this one 
may have looked a bit better on the 
program sheet and the publicity re- 
lease than in the actual reception. 

Main drawback to the plan of put- 
ting a microphone in the midst of a 
group of people and permitting them 
to talk away is that their voices are 
not likely to be sufficiently contrast- 
ing for dialers to identify and fol- 
low. When, as was the case here, 
two or three’ persons try to speak at 
once, the result is more confusing. 
If the number of participants were 





less, reception would be clearer. A 
program of this kind demands very 
close attention as well as a prompt 
tuning-in—if the first few 
are lost, broadcast may be unintel- 
ligible. 


Sidney | 


minutes | 


Dinner-tabler brought forth some | 
interesting and well-phrased, if not | 


exactly brilliant exchanges. Wit | 
perhaps was not as crackling, nor the 
stories as funny, as might be ex- 
pected from literary ‘names.’ That 
hoary tale (by a man) about the 


WPA worker demanding a shovei on 
which to lean was in poor taste 


Voices of some participants were 
easier to distinguish than were oth- 
ers, Miss Hurst and Lenz being 
among the former. Bridge and book | 
fans, with socialites or would-bes. | 


probably 
to their liking, 


Gene and Glenn will 
WHO, “Ses Moines, 
City food show, where they will 
headline. ‘rom there they go to 
WOW, Omaha, for anniversary pro- 
grams for Kellogg Co. 


go from 
to the Kansas 


found broadcast the most | 


who dares to tell the stars and the 


studios. His specialty on _ each 
broadcast is a well-placed rebuke 
to somebody for something. On his 


getaway under new sponsorship he 
slapped down Irene Dunne for al- 
legedly being unfair, capricious and 
hard to get along with in a recent 
interview (with somebody else, not 
Fidler) she: granted and then can- 
celled. 

This is just stingy enough to com- 
mand attention from film fans and 
probably to annoy Miss Dunne, her 
manager, ress agent and _ studio, 
There can. be small dispute that un- 
der such a mental picture as Fidler 
presented, a distinctly unattractive 
aspect of the player is made public. 

Procter & Gamble make a pgint 
of stressing that they have nothing 
to do with what Fidler says. They 
have simply purchased the privilege 
of filling in the pauses in Fidler’s 
gab with a little gab of their own 
anent Drene, that magic shampoo 
that is indispensable to female glam- 
our. 

Program differs not. at all from 
the pattern Fidler followed for other 
advertisers. There’s the weekly re- 
view of three pictures, using a bell 


system of rating them and then 
verbally explaining why good or 
bad in his opinion. This is very 


serious treatment and the listener 
is given the impression that here is 
cold-blooded, unfettered criticism, 
but by one who loves the cinema 
and chides the producers and the 
personalities, notably the latter, for 
their own good. 

Little question that Procter & 
Gamble has a good buy in Fidler. 
Hour is a little late for a commer- 
cial, but the program isn’t for the 
younger kids. Adolescents, house- 
wives, the people of the dream- 
world generally, are presumably 
capable of remaining up that late. 

Bette Davis did a flash in-and-out 
on the inaugural and centributed to 
the stern-faced legend. Fidler paid 
off by furthering the Warner pub- 
licity campaign to get Miss Davis 
recognition as an American actress 
of distinction versus foreign Garbo 
and ditto Rainer, etc. Land, 


‘CHILDREN’S THEATRE OF AIR’ 
30 Mins. 
GLICK’S WATCH 
Sundays, 1:30 
WXYZ, Detroit 

Building air talent from. the 
ground up has been WXYZ’s aim for 
some time. Long ago it was definite- 
ly established radio’s ‘crying need’ 


of new faces couldn’t be hatched 
from the so-called amateur shows, 
Promoters’ declarations notwith- 
standing. 


As a result, WXYZ pounced on to 
a well-knit plan which not only fig- 
ures to amply fill station’s own well 
of talent, but opened a new trend in 
radio. 

First portion of the scheme was 
launched about five years ago when 
‘Kiddies Carnival,’ a half-hour show, 
started hitting the ether. This pro- 
gram has been sponsored continu- 
ously since inauguration, includes 
tiny tots up to about 8 years. Moth- 
ers of all talented kids are invited to 
give their offspring a chance on the 
show. Whether they stick is another 
nmtter, but the show has unearthed 
a wealth of embryonic artists. 

Moreover, it laid the foundation 
for the second portion of the talent 
build-up, ‘Children’s Theatre of the 
Air,’ which has been aired for 114 
weeks. This half-hour variety prog- 
ram which originates weekly before 
a visual audience in the Regent the- 
atre here, is a good example of 
what can be done with a juve show 
if the talent is trained. It abounds 
in sockoroo turns, is paced swiftly 
and carries along without a hitch 
sunder the m.c.’ing of Doris Bolde, 11 
years old. Only grown-up in the 
show is the spieler, John Slagle. 
It’s presented in the form of a revue 
(a Russian theme on show caught) 
and consists mainly of juve girls, 
boys apparently being the toughest 
to rear. 

Since the 50 kids on this show 
have either been on this particular 
program a long time or have served 
apprenticeships in the ‘Kiddies Car- 
nival,’ there’s hardly a trace of 
amateurism in ‘Children’s Theatre.’ 
Juves, ranging from 8 to 16 years, 
haven’t a faint heart, are well- 
trained, and as a result ‘Children’s 
Theatre’ provides one of the best all- 
around shows in the early Sunday 
afternoon category. 





From this stopping-off place, kids 
graduate into a higher class prog- 
ram, ‘Juvenile Matinee,’ inaucure- 
ated over a year ago. It’s a 15< 


minuter and heard coupla times a 
week. By the time kids reach this 
variety show they are old enough to 
be classed as pros on a commercial 


program, under state laws. As only 
the ‘survivors of the fittest’ are in- 
cluded, this show takes on a more 
meritorious slant. When talent is 
taken out of this class for feature 
roles. they know what it’s all about. 

Like the other two shows, this 
| program is under the direction of 
| James Jewell, station’ dramatic 
director. And, while the build-up 
system hasn't been runni: long 
enough to produce topflight stars as 
yet, it appears to be the solution to 
radio's talent headache today. Pete, 
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Red—WEAF Blue—WJZ 
— — 
ACME CHIPSYV 
5:30-Su-Red (P & «.) 

Ed McConnell 11:15 a.m.-Daily- 

Irma Clen Blue 
Palmer Clark Or« M to F-2:45 p.m.- 
°H. H McDonald ‘Personal Column 


ALKA SELTZER 
(Mil Lalhs) 
9 p.m.-Sa-Blue 
Nations! Barn 
Dance’ 
7:15-"°-W-F-Red 
TWnele LEzra’s 


Siation’ 


ALI.FCH ANY 
STH 
7:15-F-Blue 


*Stainless Show' 
Ford Pond 
Mario Cozzi 


Jose~h Stopak Ore 
*Walhker & Downing 
AMERIC*N CAN 
9-Tu-Blue 


Fen Bern Lads 
Foeank Parker 
*Friller-Smitu Rose 


AM"™R. RAM ATOR 
7:30-Su-Red 
*Fires'de Recitals’ 
S'surd Nilssen 
Helen Marshall 
Feenk St. Leger 
* Blaker Advt. 
AMER. TOBACCO 
9 p.m.-W-Red 
Abe Lyman Orc 
fr-my Ross 
Ed'th Dick 
Fuddy Clark 
Sengsmiths 4 
* Lord & Thomas 
e ANACIN 
(Am. Home Prod.) 
7 p.m.-Tu-W-Th- 
Bue 
"Be sy Aces’ 
J & Goodman Ace 
Mary. Hunter 
Paul Stewart 
® Plackett-S-H 
AXTON-FISHER 
(Spud) 
8-Sa-Blue 
Fd Wynn 
Chas. Kullman 
Graham McNamee 
Don Voorhees Ore 
* Young & Rubicam 
BABBITT, INC. 
(Cleanser) 
11 a.m.-Daily-Red 
‘David Harum’ 
Kiva Condon 
*Blackett-S-H, 
BAYER 
(Sterling) 
8:30 p.m.-W-Blue 
Eibel Barrymore 
9:30-Su-Red 
*American Album’ 
Frank Munn 
Lucy Monroe 
Arden & Arden 
Cn Haenschen Ore 
Ret Hirsch 
*® Blackett-S-H 
BI-SO-DOL 
(Am. Home Prod.) 
10:30 a.m.-Dally- 


ec 
*Just Plain Bill’ 
Arthur Hughes 
Ruth Russell 
Effie L. Palmer 
Joe Latham 
* Blacket-S-H 
BOWEY’S, INC, 
(Milk) 

5 p.m.-M-W-F-Red 
*Adventures of Dar- 


s 


ing Dan’ 
*Russell C. C. Co. 
BRISTOL- 


MEYERS CO. 
(Tpana-S. Hepatica) 
9 p.m.-Wed-Red 
‘Town Hall To- 
nicht’ 
Pauline Alfred 
Prof. Quigley 
*Young & Rubicam 
RROWN- 
WILLIAMSON 
(Kool-Raleigh) 
10° p.m.-F-Blue 
Jack Pearl 
*Lord & Thomas 
CAMPANA SALES 
(Dreskin) 
3:30 p.m,-Su-Red 
"Grand Hote! 


CALUMET 
(Gen. Foods) 
5-Su-Blue 
"We, the People’ 

William Hess 
Beniamin Potter 
Phillips H. Lord 
Mark Warnow 
* Young & Rubicam 
CAMAY SOAP 
(P. & G.) 
10:30 a.m.-Daily- 
Blue 3 o.~.-Daily- 
Red 
*‘Penper Young’ 
Curtis Arnall 
Retty Wraggee 
Marion Barney 
Jack Roseleigh 
*ledlar & Ryan 
CARNATION 
10 p.m.-M-Red 
*Carnation Con- 
tented 
Earl Tanner 
*Erwin Wasey 
CHASE & 
SANBORN 
(Stand, Brands) 
8 p.m.-Su-Red 


*De You Want to 
Be An Actor? 
®jJ. W. Thompson 





IVORY SOAP 
(P. & G.) 
11 -a.m.-Daily-Blue 
3:45 p.m.-Red 
The. O'Neills’ 


| Kate McComb 
fane West 
Violet Dunn 
Jimmy Donnelly 
Jack Rubin 
Chester Stratton 
Jimmy Tansey 
Janice Gilbert 


of the 
*Comyton 
CITIES SERVICE 
8 p.m.-Fr-Red 
Lucille Manners 
*Lord & Thomas 
CRISCO 
(P. & G.) 
3:30-Daily-Red 
11:30 a.m.-Daily- 
Blue 
10 p.m.-W-Blue 
7:45 p.m.-W-Red 
Vic & Sade 
Art Van Harvey 
Billy Idelson 
Bernardine Flynn 
* Compton 
DIAMOND SALT 
(Gen. Food) 
8-Su-Blue 
‘Adventures of Capt 
Diamond 
Alfred Swenson 
Florence Malone 
* Benton & Bowles 
DR. LYONS 
(Sterling) 
11:15 a.m.-Daily- 


Air’ 


et 

‘Back Stage Wife’ 
Vivian Fridell 

Ken Griffen 
Henry Saxe 
Norman Gottschaik 


Alice Patton 
11:30 a.m.-M-W-F- 
Red 


‘How to Be Charm- 
ing’ 

Beatrice DeSvivera 
9-Su-Red 
‘Manhattan Merry 

Go-Round’ 
Pierre Le Kreevun 
Rachel, Carlay 
Men About Town 
Andy Sannella Ore 

8 p.m.-W-Blue 
Beatrice Lillie 
Al Rickey's Ore 
* Blackett 

DUART 

7:45 p.m.-M-Red 

‘Passing Parade’ 


11:45-Dsily-Blue 
‘Gospel Singer’ 
Edward MacHugh 
9:45-Daily-Blue 
Capt. Tim Healy 
*Compton 


JELLO 
(Gen Foods) 
7-Su-Red 
Jack Benny 
Mary l.ivin 
Don Wilson 
Phil Harris Ore 
* Young & Rubicam 


JERGENS 
9:30 p.m.-Su-Blue 
Walter Winchell 
*Lennen & Mitchell 
JOHNSON’S WAX 

% p.m.-M-Red 
‘Fibber McGee and 
Molly’ 
M. & J. Jordan 
Ted Weems Ore 
*Need., ITouis & B 
KELLOGG 
5:30 p.m.-Daily- 
Blirve 
‘Singing Lady’ 
Ireene Wicker 
5:15 p.m.-Fr-Blue 
‘Musical Plays’ 
12) a.m.-M-to-Th 
Red 
Alone’ 
’. Ayer 


KLEZNEX 
5 p.m.-Daily Blue 


Tstone 


‘Girl 
*N, 


‘Story of Mary 
Marlin’ 
*Lord & Thomas 


KRAFT-PHENIX 
10 p.m.-Th-Red 


Bing Crosby 
Jimmy Dorsey Orc 
Bob Burns 

Gail Londergaard 


Walter Brennan 
*J. W. Thompson 
KRUEGER 
BREWING 





*H. E. Williams 
FIRESTONE 
8:30 p.m.-M-Red 
‘Voice of Firestone’ 

Rose Bampton 
Margaret Speaks 
*Sweeney & James 
FLEISCHMANN 
(Stan. Brands) 
7:30-Su-Blue 
Robert L. Ripley 
Ozzie Nelson Orc 
Shirley Lloyd 
*J. W. Thompson 


FORD 
8 p.m.-F-Blue 
Rex Chandler Ore 
Countess Olga Al- 
bani 
Walter Gross 
Milton Krause 
Caroleers 
Ford Trio 
*N. W. Ayer 
F. W. FITCH 
(Shampoo) 
7:45 p.m.-Su-Red 
Morin Sis. 
Ranch Boys 


*L. W. Ramsey 
GEN. ELECTRIC 
4-M-Red 


‘Hour of Charm’ 
Phil Spitalny Orc 
Maxine 
Evelyn Kay 
3 Little Words 
Lola & Rochelle 
Glee Club 
* Maxon 
GENERAL MILLS 
5:30 p.m.-Daily- 
Red 
Jack Armstrong 
Betty Crocker 
*Blackett-S-H. 
GEN'L MOTORS 
(Institutional) 
10 p.m,-Su-Red 
Erno Ravee 
Kirsten Flagstad 
* Campbell-E 
HILLS TABLETS 
(Am. Home Prod ) 
10 a.m.-Daily-Red 
‘Mrs. Wixges of Cab 
bage Patch’ 
Betty Garde 
Robert Strauss 
Andy Donnelly 
Alice Frost 
Joe Latham 
Bill Johnstone 
Marjorie Anderson 
cstelle Levy 
Pat Ryan 
* Blackett-S.-H. 
HORTLICKR 


7:30 p.m.-Daily- 
Blue 
‘Lum ‘n' Abner 
*Lord & Thomas 


HOLSENOLD 
FINANCSS 
8:30 p.m.-Tu-Blue 

SCdgar Guest 
*B.B.D, & QO, 
IODENT 
11:30-Su-Blue 
‘Dress Rehearsal’ 
Joe Hines 
Mabel Albertson 
Morton Bowe 
*Maxon, Ine. 
ITALIAN BALM 
10 p.m.-Fr-Red 
‘First Nights’ 





*Aubrey, M. & W. 


10:30 »p.m.-M-Red 
Sally Singer 
Jerry Cooper 

Ray Block Ore 
*Biow Co. 

LADY ESTHER 
8:30 p.m.-Tu-Wed- 
Red 
Wayne King Ore 


*Stack-Goble 
LAMONT 
(Pond’s Cream and 
Face Powder) 
9:30-Tu-Blue 

‘Husbands and 

Wives’ 

*J. W. Thompson 

LOOSE-WILES CoO. 

(Sunshine Biscuits) 
9 p.m.-Sa-Red 

Arthur Allen 

Parker Fennelly 

* Newell-Emmett Co 

LOUIS PHILLIPPE 


(Am. Home Prod.) 
10:15 a.m.-Daily- 
Red 
‘John's Other Wife’ 


Matt Crowley 

Eva Condon 

Adele Ronson 
Phyllis Welch 

* Blackett-S.-H. 
(Drene Shampoo) 
10:30 p.m.-Tu-Red 
Jimmy Fidler 

*H. W. Kastor 


MAXWELL 
(Gen. Food) 
9-Th-Red 
Roat 
Ross 
mn’ 


Show 
Lanny 
‘Molasses 
Pat Padgett 

Pic Malone 

Ethel Barrymore 
Vienna Boys Choir 
Al Goodman Ore 
*Benton & Bowles 


MAYBELLYJNE 
4 p.m,-Su-Red 
Penthouse Seren- 
ade’ 
*Cramer-Krassett 
MINUTE 
TAPIOCA 
(Gen. Food) 
5:50-Su-Blue 
Stoopnagle & Buad 
George De Sys 
Don Voorhees Ore 
* Young & Rubicam 
MAR-0-O1L 
4-W-Red 
Henry Busse Ore 
* Baggoley, H. & H 
MODERN FOOD 
PROCESS 
4:30 p.m.-Tu-Blue 
‘Dog Heroes’ 
* Clements 
MOLLE 
9 p.m,-Tu-Red 
‘Vox Por’ 
Parks Johnson 
Wally Butterworth 
*Stack-Goble 
MOORE 
(Paints) 
11:30 a.m,.-Th-Red 
Betty Moore 
*Aubrey, M. & W. 
MORRELL 
(Dog Food) 
4 p.m.-Fr-Red 
‘Tea Time at 
Morrell's’ 


Jan'y’ 








*Henri, -Hurst & Co 
NATIONAL ICE 
(Refrigerators) 
10:30 p.m.-W.Red 
Gladys Swarthout 
Frank Chapman 
Armbruster Ore 
*Donahue & Co. 


OLD MOTOR W’KS 
(Motor Cars) 
10:30 p.m.-Sa-Red 
Irvin &. Cobb 
Hall Johnson 

Choir 
Clarence Muse 
Four Blackbirds 
Dorothy Page 
Norman Field 
tonn Mather 
Harry Jackson 
*D P Brother & Co 


OXYDOL 
(P. & G.) 
3:15-Daily-Red 
10:15 a.m.-Daily- 
Blue 
‘Ma Perkins’ 
Virginia Payne 
Chas. Egelson 
‘yilbert Faust 
Cecil Ro% 
Murray Forbes 
Hazel Depheide 
Forrest Lewis 
*Blackett-S-H. 
PACIFIC BORAX 
8:30 p.m.-Fr-Blue 
‘Death Valley Days’ 
*McCann-Erickson 
PACKARD 


Negro 


MOTORS 
9:30 p.m.-Tu-Red 
Fred Astaire 


*Young & Rubicam 
PACKER TAR 
SOAP 
2:30 p.m.-Su-Red 

‘Thatcher Colt 
Mysteries’ 
*Stack-Goble 

PEPSC DENT 
7 p.m.-Daily-Red 
‘Amos ‘n’ Andy’ 
*Lord & Thomas 
PHILLIP MORRIS 

8% p.m.-Tu-Red 
Russ Morgan Ore 
Phil Duey 
Charles Martin 
*Biow Co. 


PHILLIPS 
(Sterling) 
9-F-Re« 
‘Waltz Time’ 
Abe Lyman Ore 
Mary Bastman 
Frank Munn 
8:30-M-Blue 
‘Sweetest Songs 
Ever Sung’ 
Frank Munn 
Natalie Bodanya 
Victor Arden's Ore 
*Blackett-S-H. 
PILLSBURY 
FLOUR 
10:45 p.m.-Dally- 
ed 
‘Today's Children’ 
*Hutchinson 
PONTIAC 
MOTORS 
10;30 p.m.-Fr-Red 
‘Varsity Show’ 
John Held, Jr. 
*MacManus, J. & A 
PRINCESS PAT 
6:30 p.m.-Su-Red 
‘Tale of Today’ 
*MeJunkin 
QUAKER OATS CO 
5:30-Sa-Red 
‘Kaltenmeyer's Kin- 
dergarten’ 
Bruce Kamman 
Sidney Ellstrom 
Billy White 
Johnny Wolf 
Thor Ericson 


| Merrill Fugit 
| Harry Kogen Ore 
*Lord & Thomas 


R. C. A, 

2 p.m.-Su-Blue 
‘Magic Key of RCA’ 
2 p.m.-Sa-Blue 
‘Metropolitan Op- 

era’ 

‘Lohengrin’ 

* Lord & Thomas 
REAL SILK 
9:45-Su-Blue 

Edwin C. Hill 

Marry Sosnik 

burnett 

REGIONAL 

11:30 


Ore 


ADV. 
a.m.-Tu-Sa- 
Red 


Mystery Chef’ 
* McCann-Erickson 
ROGER’S ‘SILVER 
4:30 p.m.-Su-Red 
‘Musical Camera’ 
J. Cherniavsks 
Willie Morris 
°N. W. Ayer 
ROYAL GEL. 
(Stan. Brands) 
8-Th-Red 
G. Thompson, 
Rudy Vallee 
MRdgar Bergen 
Rob Hope 
Tony Sarg 
Tyrone Power 
Clarence Desmond 
* J. W. Thompson 
RY-iRISP 
(Ralston) 

5-5 30-Su-Red 
Marion Talley 
Josef Koestner’s Or 
Gardner 
SEALTEST LABS, 

INC, 


Dir. 


(Milk & Lee Cream) 
8 p.m.-Sa-Red 

Donald Dickson 

Lucia Graeser 

New Yorkers Chorus 

James Melton 











Robert Dolen’s Ore 
‘J. W. Thompson 


SHELL 
(Petroleum) 
9:30-Sa-Red 
Joe Cook 
Ernie Watson Ore 
*J. Walt Thompson 


SMITH BROS 
1:30-Su-Red 
‘Melody Matinee’ 
Muriel Dickson 
Morton Bowe 
Cavaliers, 4 
Victor Arden Ore 
* Brown-Torcher 

STUDEBAKER 

MOTORS 

10 p.m,.-M-Blue 
R. Himber Ore 
*Roche, Williams 


SUN OIL 
6:45 p.m.-Daily- 
Blue 

‘Day's News’ 

Lowell Thomas 

*Roche, Williams 

SWEETHEART 
SOAP 

"Wife Saver’ 

11:45 a.m.-Tu-Th- 
ted 

Allen Prescott 

*Peck 


TENDERLEAF 
TEA 


(Stan. Prands) 
8-W-Red 
One Man's Family 
Page Gilman 
Bernice Berwin 





Winifred Wolfe 
Carleton E. Morse 
author . 

I. Anthony Smythe 
Minetta Ellen 
Kathleen Wilson 
Michael Raffette 
Walter Patterson 
Barton Yarborough 
*J. W. Thompson 
TRUE STORY 
(MacFadien) 
9:30 p.m.-Fr-Red 
‘Court of Human 
Relations’ 
*Aarthur Kudner 
TUMS 
%7:15-Tu-Th-Red 
‘Vocal Varieties’ 
*H. W. Kastor 
WHITE NAPHTHA 
SOAP 
(P. & G.) 
4:45 p.m.-Dally-Red 
‘Guiding Light’ 
*Blackman 
WOODBURY 
9 p.m.-Su-Blue 
‘Rippling Rhythm 
Revue’ 
Shep Fields Orc 
Frank Parker 
Judy Canova 
Annie & Zeke 
4:30 p.m.-Dally- 
Red 
‘Follow the 
Nick Dawson 
*Lennen & Mitchell 


Moon’ 





COLUMBIA 


WABC 





AFFILIATED 
(Edna Wallace 
Hoprer Cosmetics) 
12:30-Daily 
"Romance of Helen 

Trent’ 

Virginia Clark 

Marie Nelson 

David Gothard 

(Jocur, Kissproof, 

Outdoor Girl,. Del- 

eca-Brow Cosmetics) 
12:45-Daily 

‘Rich Man's Darling’ 

Peggy Atlenby 

Marion Green 

td Jerome 

Ona Munson 


*Blackett-S-H. 


A & P 
8-Th 
Kate Smith Band 


Jack Miller's Ore 
Derothy Gish 
Henry Youngman 
St. Patrick’s Choi 
Ted Collins 

Le Brun Sisters 
Ambassadors 4 

* Paris & Peart 


AMER. TOBACCO 
(Lucky Strike Cigs) 
10-Sa 

Mark Warnow 
Margaret Sullavan 
Buddy Clark 
Edith Dick 
Leaders Male 3 
*Lord & Thomas 


ATLANTIC REF. 
7:15-Daily 
‘Ma and Pa’ 
Parker Fennelly 
Margaret Dee 
Ruth Russell 
Harry Humphries 
*N. W. Ayer 
BENEFICIAL 
5-Su 
‘Unseen Friend’ 
M. H. H. Joachim 
Harry Salter’s Ore 
* Frank Law 
BI-SO-DOL 
(Am. Home Prod) 
8-F 


‘B’way Varieties’ 
Oscar Shaw 
Carmela Ponselle 
Elizabeth Lennox 
Victor Arden’'s Ore 
* Blackett-S-H 


CAMPBELL 
(Soup) 

9-F 
‘Hollywood Hotel’ 
Ton 16 8 Dear 
Olivia De Havilland 
Anita Louise 
Jan Hunter 
Roland Young 
Bonita Granville 
Frieda Inescourt 
Alice Brady 
Fred MacMurray 
Frances Langford 
Anne Jamison 
Louella Parsons 
Raymond Paige Ore 
Igor Gorin 

(Tomato Juice) 
$:30-W 
Ken Murray 
Tony Labriola 
Marlyn Stuart 
Burns & Allen 
Tony Martin 
Henry King’s Ore 
°F. W. Armstrong 
CARBORUNDUM 
7:30-Sa 
Ed. d. Anna, Cond 
Francis Bowman 
°*B. B. D. & O 
CMESLRMPIBLD 
(Liggett) 
$:30-F 
Kay Thompson and 
Rhythm Singers 
Hal Kemn’'s Orc 


Nino Martini 
Andre Kostelanetz 
Ore 
* Newell-Emmett 
CHEVROLET 
6-30-Su 
Rubinoff 
Jan Peerce 
Virginia Rea 
*Campbell-Ewald 
CHRYSLER CORP. 
9-Th 
Bowes’ Amateurs 
* Ruthrauff & Ryan 
COLGATE 
(Dental Powder and 
Cream) 
10-Th 
‘Your True 
tures’ 
Floyd Gibbons 
(Palmolive Soap) 
9:30 p.m.-W 


Adven- 


‘Beauty Box The 
atre’ 

Jessica Dragonette 

Charles Kuliman 


Al Goodman's Ore 
(Shave Cream) 
10 p.m.-W 

‘Gang Busters’ 
Phillips H. Lord 
Alice Rineheart 
Erik Rolf 

Edmund MacDonald 
Fred Lewis 





*Benton & Bowles 


CONTINENTAL 
BAKING 
(Wonder Bread) 
6:45 p.m.-Daily 
‘Pretty Kitty Kelly’ 
Arline Blackburn 
Frank Dahm Ore 

Hanley Stafford 
* Benton & Bowles 


THOS COOK & SON 
(Travel Service) 
2:45-Su 
Malcolm LaPrade 

Lew White 
*L. D. Wertheimer 


CORN PRODUCTS 
(Karo and Linit) 
1-M-W-F 
‘Five Star Revue’ 

Morton Bowe 
Meri Bell 

Bill Johnstone 
Ray Sinatra's Ore 
*E. W. Hellwig 


CUDAHY PACK, CO 
(Pld Dutch 
Cleanser) * 

9:45 a.m.-Dally 

‘Bachelor's Children’ 

Marie Nelson 

Patricia Dun’ap 

Marjory Hannan 

Hugh Studebaker 

Olan Soule 

Roche, Williams & 

Cunnyngham 


R. B. DAVIS CO. 
(Cocomalt) 
6-Su 

Joe Penner 

Joy Hodges 

Vera Marshe 

Gene Austin 

Coco and Candy 

Jimmie .Grier’s Orc 

* Ruthrauff & Ryan 
DUPONT 

8-W 

Cavalcade of Amer. 

John McIntire 

Jeanette Nolan 

Georgia Backus 

Ted de Corsia 

Frank Readick 

Ray Collins 

Ned Wever 

Carl Swenson 

Sam Repp 

Dwight Weist 

Wm. Johnstone 

Frank Siugiser, Nar. 

Arthur Pryor, Jr. 

Dir. 

Kenneth Webb, Au 

Don Voorhees’ Ore 

*B. B. D. & O. 


YELS-NAPTHA 
1-Tu-Th 
Jack Berch 
Mark Warnow’'s Orc 
*Young & Rubicam 


FORD MOTOR 
9-Tu 
Al Pearce 
Arlene Harris 
Monroe Upton 
Nick Lucas 
Bill Comstock 
Wm. H. Wright. 
Jean Ellington 
Andy Iona Ore 
9-Su 
Richard Crooks 
Alexander Smallens 
°*N. W. Ayer 
GEN. BAKING 
5:30-Su 
iuy Lombardo 
*B. B. dD. & O 


GENERAL MILLS 


(Wheaties, Bis- 
quick, Gold Medal 
Flour, Softsasilk) 


10 a.m.-Daily 
‘Betty and Bob 
Elizabeth Reller 
Lester Tremayne 

10:15 a.m.-Daily 
‘Modern Cinderella’ 
Rosemary Dillon 
Eddie Dean 
Ben Gage 

10:30) a.m.-Daily 
Betty Crocker 
10:36 a.m.-M to -Th- 
‘Hymns of All 

Churches’ 

Joe Emerson 


Fred Jacky, Dir 
10:48 a.m.-Daily 
‘News’ 

John K. Watkins 


0:45 a.m.-F 
‘Musical Interlude’ 
Eric Sagerquists Or 
*Blackett-S-H. 


GiLLETTE 
10-Su 
‘Community Sing’ 
Milton Berle 
Wendell Hall 
Billy Jones 
Ernie Hare 
Andy Sanelia’s Ore 
Jolly Gillette 
Tommy Mack 
Pert Gordon 
* Ruthrauff & Ryan 
GRANGER 
7:30-Tu-Th 
Alexander Woollcort 
* Newell-Emmett 
GROUP OF BANKS 
10-F 
‘Phila. Orchestra 
Leopold Stokowski 





*Wessel Co. 


GULF 
7:30-Sa 
The Gasette 
Phil Baker 
Harry McNaughton 
Beetle 
Agnes Moorehead 
Artie Auerbach 
Harry Von Zell 
Ed Smalle 
Bob Allen 
Cscar Bradley's Ore 
's 


** Young & Rubicam 

H. J. HEINZ CO. 
11 a.m.-M-W-F- 

‘Magazine of the 
Air’ 

Sarah M. Lockwood 

Dorothy Baker 

Angelo Patri 

Mrs Martin Johnson 

Delmar Edmundson 

Ann Elstner 

Elsie Mae Gordon 

Jerry Macy 

Reed Kennedy 

Carleton Young 

Rita Allyn 

Dorothy Lowell 

Gretchen Davidson 

Ted Reid 

B. A. Rolfe’s Orc 

* Maxon, Inc 


HIND’S CREAM 
(Lehn & Fink) 
12:15-Dally 
‘Between Bookends’ 

Ted Malone 
Fred Feibel 
* William Esty Co. 


KELVINATOR 
$-Sa 

‘Prof. Quiz’ 
Arthur Godfrey 
* Geyer, Cornell 
KNOX GELATINE 
11:15 a.m.-Tu-Th- 
Ed East 
Ralph Dumke 
Gene Ramey 
Dick Ballou's Orc 
* Federal 


KOLYNOS 
(Amer. Home Prod) 
8 p.m.-Tu 
Ted Hammerstein 

Lucy Laughlin 
Charlie King 
Thomas Thomas 
Illiana 

Jerry Mann 
*Blackett-S-H. 


LADY ESTHER 
10-M 
Wayne King's Orc 
* Stack-Goble 
LUX SOAP 
(Lever) 
- 9-M 
‘Radio Theatre’ 
Duley’ 
George Burns 
Gracie Allen 
Lou Silvers Ore 
J. Walter Thompson 
LYSOL 
(Lehn & Fink) 
11:45 a.m.-M-W-F- 
Dr. Allan Roy Dafoe 
Evelyn MacGregor 
* Lennen & Mitcnell 
MANHATTAN 
(Sweetheart Soap) 
9:30 a.m.-W-F- 
‘The Wife Saver 
Allen Prescott 
James Wilkinson 
Oswald 
NASH MOTORS 
9-Sa-WABC 
Grace Moore 
Amsterdam Chorus 
Floyd Gibbons 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
*J. W. Thompson 
NAT’L BISCUIT 
8-Su 
‘Twin Stars’ 
Victor Moore 
Helen Broderick 
Mary Martin 
Lou Koslofft's Ore 
*McCann-Erickson 
NATIONAL ICE 
11:45 a.m.-Tu-Th 
‘Homemakers Ex- 
change’ 
Eleanor Howe 
*Donahue & Coe 
PEBECO 
(Lehn & Fink) 
12 Noon-Daily 
‘The Gumps' 
Agnes Moorehead 
Wilmer Walter 
Jackie Kelk 
Himan Brown. Dir. 
* Lennen & Mitchell 
PHILCO 


7:45-Dally 
Boake Carter 
* Hutchins 
PHILLIPS 
PACKING CO, 
(Soups & Foods) 
1:30-W-Th-F- 
WABC 
George Rector 


Marcella Shields 
*Compton Adv. 


PHILLIP MORRIS 
8:30 p.m.-Sa 
‘Johnnie Presents’ 
Russ Morgan's Ore 
Charles Martin 

Phil Duey 
*Biow Co. 


PONTIAC 
2-M-W-F 
‘News Through a 
Woman's Eyes’ 

Kathryn Cravens 
* McManus, John & 
Adams 


RINSO 
(Lever) 
11:30-Daily 
‘Big Sister’ 
Alice Frost 
Junior O'Day 
Hella Stoddard 
Martin Gabel 
Lilian Lauferty, 
Author 
8:30-Tu 
Al Jolsoen 
Harry Einstein 
Martha Raye 
Victor Young's Orc 
* Ruthrauff & Ryan 


8:30-Tu 


Jack Oakie 
Georgie Stoll Ore 
Benny Goodman (r« 


Penny Gill 
Shaw & Lee 
*Wm. C. Esty Co. 
SPRY 
(Lever Bros.) 


1:45-Daily 
‘Aunt Jenny's 
Life Stories’ 
*Ruthrauff & van 
STEWART-WARKN. 
(Alemite) 

8-M 
Lysbeth Hughes 
Bob McCoy 
Larry Cottone 
Horace Heidt 
Ernie Passoja 
King Sisters 
3 Trumpeteers 
Jerry Bowne 
Alvino Rey 
* Hays MacFarland 

SUPER-SUDS 
(Colgate) 
2:45-Dally 
‘Myrt and Marge’ 
Myrtle Vail 
Donna Damere!l 
Geo. Damere}l, Jr 
Matthew Crowley 
John Brewster 
Frances Woodbury 
Linda Carlin 
Gene Morgan 
Ray Hedge 
Bully Artzt Ore 
* Benton & Bowles 
SWIFT & CO. 
(Sunbrite) 
5-M-W-F 
‘Junior Nurse Corps 
Lucy Gillman 
Sunda Love 
Helena Ray 
Donald Weeks 
Fran Carlon 
Parker Wilson 
Jack Brinkly 
Robert Romaine 
Jess Pugh 
William Amsdell 
* Stack-Coble 


TEXAS CO. 
$:30-Su 
*Texaco Fire Chief’ 

Eddie Cantor 
Deanna Durbin 
Bobby Breen 
Jimmy Wallington 
Jacques Renard’s Or 
* Hanff-Metzgcer 
TIME, INC, 
10:30-Th 
‘March of Time’ 
William Geer, 
Editor 
[tm Bw. .é OG. 


U. 8S. TOBACCO 
(Dill’s Best) 
8:30-M 

Pick & Pat 
Edward Koecker 
Benny Krueger's Or 
*Arthur Kudner 
M. WRIGLEY 
7-M Thru Th- 
Jack Fulton 
Franklyn Mac- 
Cormack 
Billy Mills’ Orc 
7-F 


Real 


Ore 


*Mortimer Gooch’ 

Bob Bailey 

Louise Fitch 

Clair Baum 

Al Hallis 

John Van Crinkhite, 
Author 

Louis Jacobson 
Producer 





* Neisser-Meyerhof 








MUTUAL 


WOR 








ARMIN VARADY 
12:30-Su-WGN 
Perry Como 
Elmo Tanner 
C'try Washburne 
Red Ingle 
Pierre Andre 
Ted Weems Orc 
* Sediers 
BAYER CO. 
11 a.m.-Daily & Sa- 
VGN 
‘Get Thin to Music’ 
Wallace 
*Thompson-Koch 
CRAZY WATER 
HOTEL CO, 
1-1:15 p.m.-M-W-F- 
WOR 


‘Music from Texas’ 

Jack Amlung Ore 

Mary Hagman 

* Luckey Bowman 

CROWN OVERALL 

7:45) p.m.-Th-WLW 

‘Pleasant Valley 
Frolic’ 

Charles Seel 

Dan Carson 

Chas. Dameron 

Betty L. Arnold 

Florence Golden 

Charles Wayne 

Devore Sis 

William Greene 

Claire Grenville 

Joe Lugar Orc 


* H. W. Kastor 
FELS NAPTHA 


1:45-M-W-F-WGN 
Tom, Dick & Harry 
Gordon Vandover 
Bud Vandover 
Marlin Hurt 

Carl Hoefle 

Ed Allen 





FENDRICK 
(Denby Cigar) 
1:30-Su-WLW 

‘Smoke Dreams’ 
* Ruthrauff-Ryvan 
GENERAL MILLS 
2:45 p.m.-Daily- 
WGN 
‘Love Song’ 
Anne Davenport 
Ethel Owen 


Chas. Eggleston 
Jess Pugh 
Henry Saxe 


David Gotthard 

Donna Creed 

* B. S. Hummert 
GORDON 
BAKERIES 

7:30-M-F-W-WXYZ 

‘Lone Ranger’ 

* Sehl 

GOSPEL B'DC’ST 

ASSOC. 


10-11 p.m.-Su-KHJ 
Evangelical Talks 
HEALTH 
PRODUCTS 
6 p.m.-Su-WOR 
1937 Radio Show 
Arnold Johnson Or: 
Ray Knight 
Christina Lina 
3 Ambassadors 
*Wim. Esty 

LEHN & FINK 
1 p.m.-Daily-W6GN 
‘Life of Mary 

Sothern’ 
Minabelle Abbott 
* Lennen & Mitchel! 
LOCAL COFFEE 

ROASTERS 

8 p.m.-F-WOR 
‘Coffee Club’ 
Richard Himber Or 





* Young & Rubicam 


Gogo De Lys 


@ J. MEX NULDS | 
(Camel Cigarettes) 
9:30-Tu 


Fred Uttal 
Stuart Allen 
*U. S. Ad Corp, 


LUTHERAN 
1-4:30-Su-WLW 
* Kelly Stahiman 
McFADDEN PUBS. 
10 p.m.-Tu- WOR 
9:30-Tu-WLW 
‘True Detective 
Mysteries’ 
McKESSON & 
ROBHINS 
9:45 a.m.-Th 
‘Beauty Forum’ 
KE. V. Méadows 
* Brown & Tarcher 
MENNEN 
10-M-WOR 
‘Famous Jury 
Trials’ 
Harold Carr 
Bileen Palmer 
Sidney Slon 
Lu‘se Squire 
Rikel Kent 
Franklin Bingman 
Don Morrison 
Louis Levy 
Chas, Doherty 
Bess McCammon 
| Harry Lang 
Richard Keith 
* Kieswetter 
MURINE 
$:30-Tu-WGN 
‘Listen to. This’ 
Jack Brooks 
Kay St. Germaine 
Lew Diamond Ore 
Liars Club 
Vie Smith 
Gill Shaw 
Florence Grower 
Clare Baum 
Cecile Roy 
Ken Griffet 
| * Vanderbee & R 








NO. AMER. ACCI. 
DENT INSUR ANG 
9:30-Su-WOn 

Gabriel Heatter 

*Franklin Bruck 

OLSON RUG CO. 

3:30-3:45 p.m.-Sun- 
WGN 


‘Romantic Ser- 
enaders’ 

Ken Stevens 

Edna Thompson 

Fred Jackey Orc 

*Presha, F. & P, 
PURE MILK 
CHEESE C0. 

11:45 a.m.-Tu-Th- 

WFII 


‘Petticoat Philoso- 
phy’ 
Isabelle 
Hewson 
* Hanff-Metzger 
SSS CO. 
(SSS Tonic) 
8:30-W-WLW 
‘Music for the 
Family’ 
Bilis Frakes 
Harold Carr 
Flora Blackshaw 
V. Marueci Orc 
WANDEK CO. 
(Ovaltine) 
3-Daily-WGN 
‘Molly of Movies’ 
Ray Jones 
Henrietta Tedroe 
Catherine Campbell 
Jeanne Juvelier 
Kirby Hawke 
Gene Byron 
* Blackett-S.-H. 
WASEY PROD. 
: 3 p.m.-7:30 a.m. 
Su-M-Tu-W-F-WOR 
Jacob Tarshish 
‘The Lamplighter’ 
* Erwin Wasey 


Manning 





INTER-CITY 


WMCA 





DENTISTS SUPPLY 
11 a.m.-Tu-Th 
Dr. George Wood 

Clapp 
*AW Agency 
FITCH INVESTORS 
6:15 p.m.-Daily 
Erling C. Olsen 
*E. C. Van Dyke 
HOWARD 
CLOTHES, INC, 
7:15 p.m.-Daily 
9:30 p.m.-Su 
Sid Gary 
Carl Fenton's Orc 
*Bachenheimer 
JOURNAL OF 
LIVING 
12 Noon Daily 
Victor H. Lindlahr 
*Schillin 
_— 
AND 
8 p.m.-Daily 
9 p.m,-Su 
| ‘Five Star Final’ 
*Leeford 





Rev. D. Gray Barn- 
house 
4:30 p.m.-Su 
*Direct 
SAINT CHRISTO- 
PHER’S INN 
(Garrison, N. Y.) 
6:30 p.m.-Su 
‘Ave Maria Hour’ 
*Direct 
STANDARD 
BRANDS 
7 p.m.-Sa 
Hagen's Spelling 
Bee 
*J. Walt Thompson 
NATURE FRIEND, 
INC. 
11:30 a.m.-F 
Anice Ives 
*Frank Presbrey 
YOUNG PEOPLE’S 
CHURCH OF AIR 
5 p.m.-Su 
Rev. Percy Craw- 
ford 


*Direct 





sion (U.IR.) 


ticipating. 


in 


current huddle 
Berlin. 


dale, 
Sweden; 


Professor Vallauri, 
and Dr. von Boeckmann, Germany. 
America was represented through 
Caesar Saerchinger of CBS and Dr. 
Max Jordan of NBC. 


Conference in Berlin 


Berlin, March 15. 
From March 4 to March 14 the 
Union Internationale de Radiodiffu- 
is holding its annual 
winter conference 
more than 100 representatives from 
all countries all over the world par- 
These meetings usually 
take place two or three times a year, 
summer aimost exclusively 
Switzerland, in winter regularly in 

one of the European capitals. 
is the second 


in Berlin with 


in 


The 
in 


President M. Rambert of Switzer- 
land is in charge of the Berlin meet- 
ing, assisted by Sir Charles Carpen- 
England; Mr. 


Reuterswaerd, 
Italy; 





outfit. 


Rose Ork Joins KWK; 
Rollo Coughlin Maestro 


St. Louis, March 23. 

Irving Rose ork, popular in this 
neck of woods, has been signatured 
for staff band at KWK, replacing 
Roger Fox and his gang. Since re- 
cent death of Rose in Dallas, Texas, 
tooters have been batoned by Rollo 
Coughlin, former business mgr. of 


Completing extended engagement 
in fashionable Chase Hotel nitery, 
band moved upstairs to ninth floor 
to KWK’s studios in same bldg. 
addition to directing tooters, Cough- 
lin will be KWK’s musical director. 


In 





Charley 


camp. Baker 


ship back. 


Bailey Subs for Baker 


- Buffalo, March 23. 
Bailey, 

writer, is doubling as nightly WGR 
sports commentator for Kendall gas, 
batting for Roger Baker, 

Baker is in Florida, where he will 
spend the next three weeks gather- 
ing dope on the Bisons in training 
is filing 300 words 
nightly for Bailey to read. 
making transcription interviews with 
players, manager Ray Schalk, etc., to 


Times _ sports 


Also 





Located in the 





time. 


Rambeau in Detroit 
Chicago, March 23. 
William G. Rambeau has opened a 
Detroit office for his rep firm. 


General Motors 


building, the office will be headed by 
George Diefenderfer who has been 
with the Chicago sales staff for some 
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Heamed In Everywhere by Rules 
Liquor Biz Again Ogles Radio 


Liquor industry is again flirting 
with the thought of doing some radio 
advertising, this time of the ‘institu- 
tional’ sort. All previous attempts 
to get on the air rather shriveled, 
with the NBC networks leery of 
liquor accounts, and Columbia flatly 
refusing em. About only breaks on 
broadcasters liquor ever had came 


from indie stations around the land. | 


But the distillers who went on air 
—chiefly via spot blurb—right after 
repeal soon tired of the restrictions 
placed on their copy. They grad- 


ually dropped off till now there is | 
not a first-class hard-alky account | 


found on 
country. 
For the first time since prohibition 
faded, the liquor industry really 
looks to be getting organized. Forbes 
Morgan, close to the New Deal 
throne, has been appointed ‘ezar’ at 
a reported $50,000 per year salary. 
He’s empowered to thumb up or 
down on advertising as well as busi- 
ness ethics and price-cutting within 
the industry. About every large dis- 
tilling firm has joined the group. 
‘Patriotic’ 


Radio program being plotted to 
offer the networks will be of a 
‘patriotic’ motif, with plan calling 
for a large symph orchestra and 
talks on motor-accidents’ prevention, 
drinking in moderation, etc. Idea is 
to make it so ‘patriotic’ that reform- 
ers can’t emit squawks. Liquor 
people are aware that there is no 
law prohibiting ’em from airing in 
dry local-option communities, even 
if they plugged products by name. 
On the proposed program, however, 
no bottle goods will be named. It 
will be in its entirety a goodwill- 
getting endeavor launched in behalf 
of liquor as a generality. 

Distillers have been notified by 
the Federal Alcohol Administration 
that they will have to pull in their 
horns on type of copy they have 
been spraddling in magazines and 
newspapers, few of which restrict 
in slightest degree proffered ads. In 
future, the Administration warns, it 


any station around the 











ONE-MAN CABINET 


Bowes Has as Many Titles 
as Mussolini 





Major 





Columbus, March 23. 

Through resourcefulness of WBNS 
and Arthur Brilant, rep for Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan, city and state officials 
were persuaded to hand out no less 
than eight honorary appointments to 
Major Edward Bowes on occasion of 
his Columbus night broadcast last 
Thursday (18). 

Bowes was able to announce his 
appointment as honorary mayor, di- 
rector of safety, police chief, fire 
chief, sheriff, highway patrol chief, 
conservation chief and admiral in 
the Ohio Navy. According to Bri- 
land, this topped all previous rec- 
ords for appointments in one city. 
Puts Bowes in class with Mussolini 
as a one-man Cabinet. 


CBS STOCKHOLDERS 
IN ANNUAL MEETING 


Annual meeting of the CBS stock- 
holders takes place today (Wednes- 
day). Big issue before the group 
will be approval of the CBS board’s 
recommendation that the stock be 
split two for one and placed on the 
big board. 

Also due for discussion are Colum- 
bia’s building and expansion plans. 











Waller Hornaday, scripter for 
WTMV set to produce and announce 
new daily series for St. Clair Laun- 
dry in East St. Louis. Show is 
dramatization of ‘Mr. Prosper,’ a 
new dry cleaning agent. 





will be more exacting. Ads can’t 
create impression that definite bene- 
fits follow use of whiskey, nor can 
they claim drinking does not pro- 
duce hangovers, does improve appe- 
tite or digestion, physical efficiency, 
relax or soothe the nerves. 





JESSE BUTCHER JOINS NBC 





Affiliated With Station Relates— 
Once CBS Press Chief 





Jesse Butcher yesterday (Tuesday) 
joined the NBC station relations 
staff. It’s his first connection with a 
network in over four years. 

After his break with Columbia as 
head of its press department in 1932, 
Butcher became a program broker. 

He will spend most of his time for 
NBC on the road. 


VIC DALTON REFUSES 
EARLE ANTHONY DEAL 


Los Angeles, March 23. 

Vic Dalton, owner of KMTR (Hol- 
lywood), has turned down an offer 
from Earle C. Anthony, operator of 
KFI-KECA, red and blue outlets 
of National Broadcasting again. Not 
interested in a sale at any price, Dal- 
ton let it be known. 

Anthony is after the transmitter to 
replace KECA on the blue. KMTR 
position on 570 kilocycles is the ap- 
peal that wooed the offer from An- 
thony. KECA is out in the sticks on 
1450 and difficult to bring in. An- 
thony would keep it as an indie sta- 
tion. 

KMTR is powered at 1,000 watts, 
day and night, and has been tempt- 
ing to many another local operator, 
including Guy Earl. 


Wm. Gibson Dies 


William Ewing Gibson, 38, radio 
writer, died Sunday (21) of a frac- 
tured skull in Bellevue hospital, 
New York. Before going on his own 
Gibson had been with NBC in Chi- 
cago and on the staffs of Lennen & 
Mitchell and the Blackman agency 
in New York. He came from the 
newspaper field, one of these con- 
nections being the Kansas City Star. 

He is survived by a wife, Louisa 
I. Gibson, and his mother, Mrs. Will 
B. Gibson. Burial will be in Kings- 
ville, Mo., tomorrow (Thursday). 

















Ethel Kreppel is handling details 
here while Herbert Colin Rice, pro- 
duction manager of WGR-WKBW, 
Buffalo, vacations in New York. 





— 
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Rep Finances Clincher Survey 





women as well as the men. 
tomers figured 65% feminine. 
B. B. D. & O., which handled 


rious west coast spots. 
KSFO, San Francisco, 





First instance of a station representative financing a survey to ob- 
tain confirmation of a sales argument occurred last week when John 
Blair & Co.’s New York office engaged the Market Research Bureau 
to find out from 50 United and Schulte cigar stores in New York 
which sex predominated among the buyers of Viceroy cigarets. 
trying to sell the B. B. D. & O. agency on a program for the account 
Blair had contended that it should be one that would interest the 
Quiz disclosed that the brand’s cus- 


Williamson business, is figuring on buying live local shows in va- 
Blair’s bid was for KNX, Los Angeles, and 
and the argument 
straight news or news comment stanzas. 


In 


the cig as part of the Brown & 


in either case for 


was 








NBC in Odd Chicago Predicament 





Dual Job of Pleasing Advertising Agency 
and at Same Time Protecting Actor 





Chicago, March 23. 


NBC here, Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert agency and Merrill Fugit, local 
ether performer, are on a merry-go- 
round of dickering, bickering and 
gabbing over the ‘Dick Steele, Boy 
Reporter’ show which is now on 
WMAQ, red network outlet, for Col- 
lege Inn foods. 

When B-S-H placed the ‘Steele’ 
disc on the station two weeks ago for 
College Inn focds, Fugit put up a 
terrific howl and yanked out a con- 
tract of a couple of years ago, which 
indicated that Fugit had full rights 
to ‘Steele’ as writer and producer. 
Fugit did the show a couple of years 
ago for Educator Biscuit, and his 


Summer Subs Needed 


Young and Rubicam agency still 
scratching the scalp for program 
ideas to replace the Jack Benny 
(Jello) and Phil Baker (Gulf gas) 
shows, each of which will fade off 
the airways in June for summer re- 
cess. 

No replacements have even been 











auditioned as yet. 


contract states that the show was to 
be used specifically for the Biscuit 
account. 

NBC is now in the middle since it 
has the program on its own station 
and wishes to keep it there, but also 
has Fugit under an NBC Artists Bu- 
reau contract and as Fugit’s agent 
must also serve as his negotiator in 
the squabble. Fugit is asking for 
$10 per program if ‘Steele’ continues 
for College Inn, but is asking that he 
receive that $10 per program in a 
lump sum, or in other words, a flat 
$650 for 13-week ride. Also that the 
show be used only for College Inn 
under this agreement. 

Both NBC and B-S1H okay the $10 
per program, but want to pay the 
coin as each program is broadcast or 
maybe $50 each week. Also are seek- 
ing a complete release from Fugit 
for this deal so that ‘Steele’ would 
be out of Fugit’s control in the fu- 
ture. 





Radio Laboratory of N. Y. Uni- 
versity, group of students who have 
finished radio workship course at 
this college, will present one-act 
drama, “The Ring’ on WMCA, N. Y., 





next Thursday (25). 











Is glad to announce its affiliation with 


WHN New York 
WFIL Philadelphia 
KQV Pittsburgh 


This new development is an improved service 
offered by The Nation’s Station to both its 
listeners and its advertisers. 


For Full Particulars on 


“THE MOST SENSIBLE BUY IN BROADCASTING” 


NEW YORK 
521 Fifth Avenue 
MUrray Hill 6-2370 


Consult 


CHICAGO 
333 North Michigan Avenue 
STAte 0366 


TRANSAMERICAN BROADCASTING AND TELEVISION CORPORATION 


HOLLYWOOD 


5833 Fernwood Avenue 
HOllywood 5315 
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WLW Cincinnati 


In cooperation with 


WHN New York 


. 4 announces 


THE MOST SENSI 
AYN BROADEASTNG 


For full particulars consult 


~ |) TAANOAMERIGAN BROAUGAO TING TELEVIOION CORP. 
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| 521 Fifth Avenue 333 North Michigan Avenue 5833 Fernwood Avenue 
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Georgia May Repudiate Lease On 
~ WGST, Atlanta; Hearst Has Been 


Seeking Station Via Sam Pickard 


+ 


Sam Pickard, former CBS exec- 
utive, is interested in the WGST 
lease. There have been negotia- 
tions recently to pass the station 
on sub-lease to Hearst Radio, Inc. 
Columbia Broadcasting System has 
declined to bid against Hearst. 





Atlanta, March 23. 


Gov. E. D. Rivers’ determination 
to set the Commonwealth of Georgia 
up in the radio business moved a 
step nearer to fruition Friday (19), 
when the Senate passed a bill to 
create a State Radio Commission to 
take over and operate WGST, 
Georgia School of Technology Sta- 


tion, now operated under lease. by | 





| 


Southern Broadcasting Co., with W. | 


H. Summerville as manager. 


Rivers had the bill introduced at | 


his own request by the State of the 
Republic Committee. The measure 
provides that the governor, presi- 
dent of the Senate, speaker of the 
House, prexy of Georgia Tech and 


three citizens to be named by the | 


governor make 
commission. 


At a meeting of the committee 
held Thursday, Dr. M. L. Brittain, 
head of Georgia Tech, appeared and 
voiced protest ‘against the state tak- 
ing the station away from Georgia 
Tech, which gets 10 per cent of the 
gross receipts under the lease ar- 
rangement, netting the school be- 


up the proposed 


* tween $13,000 and $15,000 per annum 


at present time. 


Brittain told the committee he did 
not know anything about the bill 
until two days after it was intro- 
duced and just a few minutes before 
the committee’s meeting. At the 
educator’s earnest behest, an amend- 
ment leaving the school the revenue 
was tacked on. His plea that the sta- 
tion’s name not be changed was later 





Perrenial Premiums 

Charlotte, N. C., March 23. 

Five WBT advertisers are 
using premiums to boister their 
radio entertainment. 

RCA is offering an auto radio 


to the writer of the best 25- 
word letter on ‘Why I Prefer 
RCA.’ Beeman Laboratories 


offer four-piece aluminum sets 
each week to the writer of the 
best 50-word letter on Beeman 
products, with a Beeman label. 
Pendleton Distributing co. of- 
fers a Gibson electric refrigera- 
tor to the writer of the best 
100-word slogan for Gibson. 

Procter & Gamble is offering 
flower seeds for ten cents and 
the top of an Oxydol box. Drug 
Trade Products offers free sam- 
ples of its products and a pic- 
ture of its Briarhoppers hill- 
billy band for a Peruna box 
top. 

Cash prizes are offered by 
Drug-Trade Products in a word 
building contest. 














of its sponsors to further amend it 
so the name would be retained, 


Dr. Brittain told the committee 
WGST was given to the school by 
the late Clark Howell, Sr., who in- 
tended that it always belong to Tech. 
He said that it is carried in the trust 
funds of the institution at a valua- 
tion of $100,000 and is a great asset, 
not only from a financial standpoint, 
but from an advertising angle as 
well. 

Governor Rivers sat in on the 
hearing and joined in the debate, re- 
minding the educator. of a law 
passed in 1931 that gave the State of 
Georgia title to all property owned 
by state institutions. Declaring that 





any effort to ‘put anything over on 
anybody.’ 

The executive told the committee 
he had been negotiating in Washing- 
ton for a 500 kw station for Georgia. 

‘Get Anything We Want’ 

‘Georgia Tech and the present les- 
see of WGST tried to get a 10,000- 
watt station and could only get a 
5,000 one. But if we go to Washing- 
ton as the State of Georgia, we can 
get anything we want,’ Rivers told 
the commititee. 

‘The interests of Clarence Calhoun, 
lessee, and of Georgia Tech, cannot 
| outweigh the interests of the people 

of Georgia,’ the governor said. 





—_—— 


is unfair to the people of Georgia to 
this station when 


| 
tie up so long |} and served tea from =  an- 
| radio is expanding so rapidly. I do | nouncer’s table. 
| not want to freeze Calhoun out, and | It wowed the staff and 
| 


have told him so, 


| not approved by the Legislature.’ 

Clarence Calhoun, who operates 
the Southern Broadcasting Co., told 
the committee he had spent seven 
years and $100,000 developing WGST 
from the ‘coffee pot’ stage to its 
present status. 

‘Under the contract to extend my 
| lease last September, I have just 
| completed a 5,000-watt station that 
| cost $56,000. In all I have invested 
more than $100,000 in WGST. 

‘I am afraid the governor is not 
familiar with the cost of operating 
a radio station. He says he is ne- 
gotiating for the state to take over 
other radio stations over the state, 
which will be liabilities instead of 
assets. Perhaps he does not know 
that even a 50,000-watt station costs 
$250,000 to build and from $15,000 to 
$20,000 per month to operate.’ 

At the executive session that fol- 
lowed the hearing the committee de- 
cided on the amendment to let the 
station retain its name and also ‘to 
protect the interests of Calhoun in 
so far as is possible.’ 





‘Don Winslow of the Navy’ 
Chicago, March 23. 

New serial, ‘Don Winslow of the 
Navy,’ starts on an NBC red sched- 
ule next Monday (29), five times 
weekly. 

Script is by Lieut. Comd. Frank V. 
Martinek, U.S.N.R., and has already 





‘Cal- | 
houn claims a lease on this station | 
until 1940, with the privilege of re- | 

| newing it for 10 years or more. It| 


but I do not re-| 
| gard his lease as binding because it | 
| is on state-owned property and was | 








Pekoe Bait 





Denver, March 23. 


| Sir George Paish, British 
|! economist, talked over KLZ 
here recently. Broadcast oc- 


curred at 5 p. m. 

This was tea time and in or- 
der to clinch knight's appear- 
ance station had him up at 4:30 


Denver. 











NBC Mechanical Dept. 
Miscues; Gov. Cox Not 
Picked Up for Intro 


| NBC got considerably flustered 
Monday (22) night when, through an 
error of switching, the former Gov. 
James E. Cox, of Ohio, was inad- 








could intro former Supreme Court 
Justice John H. Clarke. 

Cox was in Miami, Clarke in San 
Diego to spiel on F.D.R.’s supreme 
court proposal. A.T.&T. engineers 
mistook some wordage by announcer 
at WIOD, Miami, for the cue to cut 
in Clarke in San Diego, thus cutting 
Cox off before he had chance to 
make his intro. 

Probably it was noticed by but few 
of those tuned in for the 15-min. pro- 
gram, but Cox grabbed a phone and 
quite heatedly called NBC in New 
York, wanting an explanation. 

NBC hit the air at 10:30 p.m., hour 
and half after speech, with a 300- 
word ‘apology.’ Just when network 
thought the matter over and com- 
menced breathing easily, it was dis- 
covered that southern slice of web, 
the blue band, had somehow not 
been included in the apology and. 








vertently cut off the air before he | 
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Broadcasters Pleas Indicate They 
Anticipate Widened Spectrum 


Washngton, March 22. 

Growing number of broadcasters 
are scrambling for assignments in 
the medium-high frequency bands in 
hope that Federal Communications 
Commission will open this portion of 
the spectrum to commercial ex. 
ploitation when the reallocation plan 
is perfected. 

Just as stations rushed last year to 
get aboard the superpower band. 
wagon, licensees and aspirants in al] 
sections now are sprinting for the 
mark which will start race for skv- 
scraper transmitters. Commish has 
given no indication, however, that 
present restrictions—allowing only 
experimental operation, subject to 
instant cancellation—will be lifted. 

Despite trade rumors that policy 
has been altered and medium-high 
berths opened for general use, Com- 
mish sources last week emphasized 
there has been no change in belief 
that this part of the spectrum still 
should be restricted for experimen 
tal operation. All transmitters using 
frequencies in the 30-000-40,000 area 
remain under strict limitations, in- 
cluding requirement that no time be 
sold and that reports be submitted 
periodically on results of research. 

With caution policy unchanged, 
Commish is going slow on pending 
applications for these assignments, 
Qualifications of applicants receive 
intensive study, as well as research 
programs, and the grants are being 
issued only after prolonged mulling 
and with understanding they may 
be yanked back at any time. With 
more than two dozen pleas on the 
fire, Commish hasS no intention of 
throwing these berths open to all 
comers at least until after new gen- 
eral policies are laid down. 

Another pair of requests came in 
last week, while Crosley Radio sub- 
miitted revised pleas for right to 
build two stations at Cincinnati, 
using five frequencies. Other seek- 
ers were Minnesota Broadcasting 
Corp., Minneapolis, which wants 
26,100 ke with 150 watts, and Allen 








with Cox still seething, another apol- | T. Simmons, Tallmadge, O., who 
met when the committee held an/| the state already owned WGST, the} been established as a newspaper | ogy was aired at 11:30 over the Dixie | asked 100-watter functioning on 
executive session and authorized ore governor denied that there had been ' strip. link that included WIOD. 31.600, 35,600, 38,600 and 41,000. 
* 
RR 





NEW YORK 
521 Fifth Avenue 
MUrray Hill 6-2370 





CHICAGO 
333 North Michigan Avenue 
STAte 0366 


TRANSAMERICAN acknowledges with thanks its appointment 
as sole sales agent for radio’s newest facility. 


Over 30% of the nation’s retail sales are made in the inten- 
sive coverage area delivered by the wired combination of 
Cincinnati, New York, Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. This 
does not take into account the huge secondary bonus cover- 
age of “The Most Sensible Buy in Broadcasting.” 


By the use of additional facilities available through 
TRANSAMERICAN, the advertiser now may cover a territory 
or a nation at no cost for program distribution and with 
the most possible value for his advertising dollar. 


TRANSAMERICAN BROADCASTING AND TELEVISION CORPORATION 


Complete Broadcasting Facilities Wired and Transcribed 


HOLLYWOOD 
5833 Fernwood Avenue 
HOllywood 5315 
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| A New Series of Broadcasts 
i | April 12. NBC-Red Network 
Mondays—8-8:30 P. M. EST 
Young & Rubicam Agency 


Direction LESTER* HAMMEL 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
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| | e An ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
} to CAMPBELL SOUP CO. 


F. Wallis Armstrong Agency, 
and. Mr. L. Ward Wheelock, Jr. 
for a Most Pleasant Association 
in Our 78 Weeks of Broadcasting 
Which Terminates March 24th. 
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Wheeler to King to Burke 





(CL AMOR FOR LOOK- SEE AT COMMISSION: Senators Who Squawk About No Chance to 


Agitation Heretofore Mostly in Lower House—White | 
Reads Array of Facts and Charges Into Records 


—Sees Abuses + 


Rep. Richard Wigglesworth of | 
Massachusett again stepped into | 
the radio wnvestigation agitation 
yesterday (Tues.) with a _ blast 

LTrging scandal-inviting cond 

) +7 } ‘ ] 

| 
Thi of ti gove ¢ » che ) 
y } ré r rILE ro p ple Ss ¢ y 
chan ls passed out for pr ? 





Washington, March 23. 
Suggestion that Congress should 
declare the broadcasting industry a 
public utility subject to strict regu- | 


lation was offered from the floor of | 
Congress last week as the Seftate 
j the first time heard formal de 

mands for a comprehensive quiz of 
conditions in the radio field and an 
inquiry whether the Federal Com- 
munications Commission is carrying 
out or snooting policies laid down 
by law. 


Raising questions of administration 
of the Communications Act during 
the past three years, Senator Wallace 
White of Maine, a Republican who 
was co-sponsor of the original 1926 


radio act, advocated a sweeping sur- | 
of al-| 
political fa- | 
the | 


to determine the extent 
abuses, truth of 
voritism charges, efficiency of 
F:C.C.. and need for revising the 
1934 Communications Act. Question 


vey 


leged 


of making an official study never has | 


been raised on the Senate floor, al- 
though such procedure has been 
urged in the House of Representa- 
tives on previous occasions. 

* In half-hour speech which at- 
tracted much attention from leaders 
of both Republicans and Democrats, 
the conservative Down Easter pre- 
sented rafts of facts and figures to 
bolster his insistence that the broad- 


De Ge he 
| ing, 








Wheeler Confused 





Although he chairman of 
the committee which handles 
radio matters, Senator Burton 


| K Wheeler: »f Montana last 
U“ ek | played nability to d - 
| tinuish one network from the 
| ther In ieating about radio's 
failure to do right by law- 


President 
to0osevelt’s Supreme Court plan 
Wheeler tempered his 
plaints by back-patting 
for one of his 


makers I ppyposing 
com- 
CBS 
recent 
speeches into his home state. 
Talk in question was aired in 


routing 





Montana by KGIR, Butte, and 
KGHL Billings, which were 
tied into NBC web by special 
lines installed for the occasion, 








casting business needs a house-clean- 
ing. He the 
license-traffick- 
for 


reiterated charges that 
is winking at 
suggested the need restric- 
declared limitation of chain growth 
is imperative, and proposed govern- 
ment control over rates and profits. 


The general question of public in- 
terest is brought up, White said, by 


ers, frantic scramble for new 
ties, growth of networks, press in- 
vasion, and transmitter. swapping. 
Pointed out that social problems are 
involved and more precise 
probably should be promulgated by 
Congress. 

Much of the Down Easter’s re- 
marks dealt with the financial side of 
broadcasting, over which the F.C.C 
now has little jurisdiction. He noted 


—¢ 





| 
yield at $86,492,000. Profits in many | New . York, determine. the cheracter | 
cases seem exceptionally fat, he| | 


| of information going to a substantial | 
opined, declaring average gravy of | Bons substantia 


: : | developing 
tion of press ownership of stations, 


skyrocketing revenues of broadcast- | 
facili- | 


policies | 


National Association of Broadcasters | 
estimated 1936 income was $107,550,- | 


24 clear-channel transmitters was 
$280,000. Without mentioning names, 
called attention to WLW’s 
$2,400,000 and net of $357,900 to 
$420,000 

In talking 


iwmdUu}l 


ense-trafficking, 


White repeated criticism which. has 
been expressed by members of the 
House and some Senate Appropria- } 
tions commititeemen. Columbia pur- 
hase of KNX and ofl for WOAI 
were brought up, as were leases of 
WMAL by NBC and WEEI by CBS. 
Recalling 102 transactions were rati- 


fied by the Commish from July 11, 
1934 to Dec. 31, 
‘prices are being paid which clearly 
indicate that the assignee is buying 
a frequency rather than physical 
property.’ 
Monopoly * 
Facts 
how C 
its hatred for 
tough with the 
its wishes 
averred, expressing sharp 
of the Commish. He said 
been paid to 
monopolies 
indicates the Commish 
impressed with the desirability or 
necessity’ of curbing the trend. 
Monopoly important in 
view of network holdings, 
| to White. 


about multiple ownership 
yngre must eithel jive up 


monopolies or get 
PSAs 40 


respected, 


make sure 

White 
criticism 
‘some heed’ 
complaints about 
but record 


are 


has 


issue is 
according 
He emphasized that 240 of 


Noted NBC controls 17 stations and 
| ‘effectively dominates 
87 others, while CBS controls nine 
and bosses 98 more. Added two 
webs account for 20% of 40 exclusive 


| frequencies and only five of their 26- | 


}owned transmitters do not have 


, clear assignments. 


| ‘This control of this number of 
stations operating on clear channels 
with 50 kw. power 


000 and Census Bureau figures 1935o0rganizations, with headquarters in 


gross of | 


1936, White declared | 


‘is not greatly | 


the 250-odd transmitters with full 
time or substantial power are tied | 
in with the three leading chains. 


operation’ of | 


means that two| 


part of the people of this country, 


‘The process of centralized control is 
going on. The independent stations 
are becoming relatively, if not actu- 
| ally, fewer Is the C 


ested in the process? 


yngress inter- 
Fair-Haired Licenses 

Additional the Com- 

mish was based on squawks that 


razzing ior 


fair-haired licensees enjoy special 
treatment and the F.C.C. consents to 
violations of its own rules Down 
Easter directed attention to reports 


; 


of wire-pulling as his final argument 
in favor of a probe. 


ULTIMATE BY-PRODUCT 
EXPLOITED VIA KSTP 


March 23. 


used all of a 


St. Paul 

Old gag that 
pig but its squeal has been topped 
by KSTP, which last week put the 
oink-oinks on the air mikes 
moved into Swift and Company's 

i South St. Paul plant. 

Program one of a number of 
industrial on-the-scene broadcasts in 
which station uses its mobile short- 

| wave transmitter to create goodwill 
among clients and possible clients. 
Among stints in the immediate offing 


packers 


over 


was 


are airings from a cookie and 
cracker factory, a macaroni and 
spaghetti mill, and a paint manu- 
| facturing concern. 

Station carries programs without 


charge to the firms. 





Babington to Toledo 
Cleveland, March 23, 

Stanley Babington, WGAR'’s for- 
| eign news’ commentator, quit Cleve- 
| land station for WSPD, Toledo, last 
week. 

Will become news editor of Toledo 
studio. 


both urban and rural,’ White stated. | 


Present Their Side Neglect Opportunity 





Washington, March 23. 
Two of the three Senators who 
last week beefed that radio is play- 


'ing favorites in airing arguments 
over President Roosevelt’s court re- 
form plan have only themselves to 
blame if their views do not reac! 
dial-twisters. 


Bob Horton, Scripps-Howard 
writer and CBS commentator, found 
out the other day that the lawmake 
too busy or too indiffe 
to take the opportunities offered fo 
a little spieling. Wanting a nan 
Senator to fill in on his daily pro- 
gram summarizing developments in 
the court fight, Herton invited Sen- 
ator Burton K. Wheeler of Montana, 
one of the loudest squawkers, to take 
part in an interview. Date was set, 
special tie-up was arranged with 
Montana stations, and newspapers in 
Wheeler’s home town were 

With everything set, Wheeler took 
a powder, Horton get 


often are 


notified, 


suggesting 


Senator William King of Utah, an- 
other uncompromising foe of the 
judicial shake-up idea. King, who 


threatened to investigate broadcast- 
ers’ alleged one-sidedness, accepted. 
Plans were rearranged and Horton 
felt at ease, until King also ran out 
20 minutes before the deadline, urg- 
ing Horton to get Senator Edward R. 
Burke of Nebraska, who also doesn’t 
like the thought of overhauling the 
courts. 

Frantic legwork produced Burke, 
who would be happy to pinch-hit. 
But when the program went on the 
air, the Nebraskan had not arrived. 
| Horton ad libbed while more furious 
sleuthing was done, but before Burke 
could be located the 15-minute span 
was over. 





Bob Carter, chief announcer at 
WMCA, N. Y., gave a talk on mike- 
manship last week before Assn. of 
| Advertising Men on four hours’ 
inotice. Harry Hirschfield, carded to 
spiel, couldn’t make the date. 
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WPA. ‘Professional 


Worthy Acts, Fills In with Outsiders Cre IT 


difficult time find- 
project 
enough to march up 
irance Pro- 


having 


radio 


NBC is 
ng WPA 
deemed capable 


periormers 


io the mike for appea on 
fessional Parade,’ Wed. nite 9-10 
p.m. variety show spurted over net's 
blue band. 

Each week NBC Artists’ Bureau 


auditions the herd of talent shipped 
by WPA, but vast majority of 


VCI 
performers are thumbed down. in 
bolster the show, Bureau has bee 
having to draft outside talent aad 
bill the acts thus procured as 
WPActs. All are paid equitably by 
NBC for their work. ‘Parade’ is 
drum-majored by Fred Niblo, for- 
mer film director. 

NBC. incidentally, is very proud 


of some of the recent attainments of 
those who earlier in season pranced 
the ‘Parade’ program. Among 
are Henry Youngman, now 
Kate Smith show and current on 
stage of State, N. Y.; Lee Sullivan, 
given a NBC contract for sustaining 
Yvette Rugel, now at Gay 
Nineties nitery; Charlotte Lansing, 
sustaining for NBC; Marion Melton, 
at Park Central hotel’s Cocoanut 
Grove, and Clark Ringwald, in same 


on 


"em on 


periods; 


spot; Marion Gainor, in a suave Park 
avenue site; and Swor and Lubin, on 
two sustaining shows on NBC, one 


under label of ‘David and Goliath.’ 

Only one of the above turns hailed 
from WPA: others were spotted on 
‘Parade’ by NBC. Swor and Lubin, 
and Miss Rugel are vet vaude per- 
formers, 





of 
in 


Robby Feldman, director 
WNEW’s (N.Y.) Dance Parade, 
Florida until next week. 


Parade Can't Get 





LEVY’S EMPHATIC DENIAL 


Not Interested 


Philadelphia, 


100-Watter 
Says Ike Levy 


in for 


larch 23 
Idea that CAU’s 
are behind application of 
phia Broadcasting Co. for 
watter here was wickered 
Levy's denial Monday (22). 
‘I wouldn’t take such a 
they gave it to me,’ 
son we gave up our half interest in 
WIP and part of the reason fo! 
breaking off with KYW was de- 
ire to be rid of affikation 

Ike that he his brother 
were getting along ‘comfortably’ 
just built a $50,000 home, while 
brother Doc is having himself a 
fancy-sized yacht constructed) and 
they don’t want to take on any added 
work, 


Naylor Rogers Out of KOY 


Phoenix, March 23. 
Navlor Rogers is no longer inter- 
ested in Station KOY here, which is 
controlled by Burridge Butler of 
WLS, Chicago. 
Rogers has entered real estate biz 
in Glendale, California. 


Levy brothers 
Philadel- 
100- 
Ike 


new 
by 


station if 
he said ‘Rea- 
Ou! 


said and 


(he 


Housman Joins WJIM 
Lansing, Mich., March 23. 
Kenneth Housman here as news 
editor and promotional director of 
station WJIM. 
| He’s from WWJ, Detroit. 


OVT. NETWORK SOME DAY? 


TRADE Ot 


Ma 
teresa 











AT WAY 


Government Deep in Broad- 


casting ltself— Propa- 
ganda Importance _ A\ll- 
Vital to Winning Elec- 
tions 


‘CLEAR TREND’ 


Impression gaining fast he dway 
In broadcasting circles is that the 
Federal government n the 
next year or two have eep foot 
hold in the operating end of radio 


Various governmental! 
in Washington are either 
arranging build 


occupy 


aepartments 
build 
studios in the 
for the regu 
lar originating of programs covering 
department 
as the ice- 


ng o1 
to 
structures they 


activities. 
breaker, 


This is seen 

These same circles have expressed 
themselves as anticipating an 
move by the administration 
would eventually lead to the 
tration of a network, 
or to be organized, 
operating purposes. 
possibility, it has been 
the government working out 
arrangement that would give 
trol of NBC’s blue (WJZ) 
Opinion which is more 


overt 
which 
seques- 
now organized 
for government 
Remote, 


some 
it con- 

link. 
conversant 


| with Washington trends is inclined 
| toward the belief that when the gov- | 
|} ernment 


acts it 
with the 


will be a 


process, selection of 


This coterie 


but a 
suggested, is | 


culling | 
sta- | 
tions left to a committee of experts. | 


_VARIE r Lf 





ESTERS FCC. Makes Special Rule Easing Up 


Its Own Rule Against Ex-Members 


W. H. SIGERSON QUITS CBS 


Joined Network Last Summer as 
Assistant Treasurer 
W i Sige ‘ ’ ( 
CBS’ ; tant treasurer t et nm te 
industrial engineerin job Joined 
Columbia last sumncr when Mefford 
R. Runyan, treasurer of company 
was made a Vv. p. in addition to his 


duties 

No one yet spotted to succeed Sig- 
with Runyan = at 
In bras 


Buck Jones in N. Y. 


Buc k 
contract 
this 


accountancy 
erson, present 
doubling 


Jones 
to 
week 


estern star under 
in N. Y 
spring vacation trif 
and to arrange details of pro 
gram. Probably will air for General 
Foods from Hollywood, test 
ings already having 
the Coast. 

Jones’ series would be 
door, he-man 
reach juvenile 


Universal, is 
on 


radio 


recora 
been made at 
typical out- 


programs designed to 


listeners 


Walter 
Rockford, 
Koessler 
WROK. 
came 
Wis., 
for past 


Koessler WROK 
Iil., March 23, 


is new commercial 


at 


Waltei 
chief 
He 
ville, 


ager 


al 
WCLO 
was sales man- 


of 


from Janes- 
he 


couple 


on 
where 


years, 





setup would come under 
thority of Harold Ickes, 
the Interior, 


the au- 
Secretary of 


whose province jin- 


also figures that such | cludes education. 


route 


Washingt 

Loosening up of rule prohit 

forme attaches from practi 
e% fle. gnatior . 

‘ We esday ] Fede l 
( tions Comr @) to | 

ie | phole fo tate officia 

Regulation change came after ob- 
jection was made to appearance of 
Joseph L. Heffernan, former tele- 


phone division attorney, in a case 


involving WOSU, Columbus, outlet 
for the State University. Under the 
rule, adopted last summer, Heffer- 
nan could not have participated as 
epresentative of the State of Ohio. 
Re ed draft prohibition 

} not affect any person acting 
iltorney in behalf of any mu- 
nicipality, state or Federal govern- 
ment in matters pending before the 


commish 


Green Bay May Go CBS 


Possibility of WTAQ, Green Bay. 
joining CBS’ supplementary list. 
Station is on 1330 ke. and operates 
at 1,000 watts. 

Would make Columbia's 105th 
station, 

Mary Garvin Joins P. A, 

Mary Garvin, assistant to Paul 
Rickenbacker of CBS West Coast 
staff, has resigned to join Robert , 


Taplinger’s publicity firm, 

Will work under Pauline Swanson 
after arrangements are completed 
with arrival of J. A. Fuchs, 
ager for Taplinger, 
to Hollywood, 


biz man- 


who is now en 





Gives one million eight eltrelelnae 
raelelety:tere! potential listeners within 


one-half millivolt line 
crease 1n signal strength 


10 
latest 


in- 


high fidelity specially built RCA 


transmitter in the making. 


NOTE — Thousands on thousands of potential oedilan: 


beyond the one-half millivole line not calculated. 
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~ LOCAL STATIONS GUEST YEN HARD 10 


GRATIFY WITH FEW VISITING CELEBS 





Philadelphia Stations in Competition to Steer Names | 
Their Way—But Only One Legit Show in Town 
and Payoff Strictly Ballyhoo 


March 23. 


conditions in 


Philadelphia, 
Probably 


many large but theatrically 


typical of 
inactive 
cities, mad scramble of Philly radio 
Staijons to grab off guest stars is 
outsiders and al- 
the persons in 


to 
for 


often 
ways 
charge. 
Five stations, WCAU, KYW, 
WFIL, WIP and WDAS, have among 
them a dozen programs a week in 
which they make use of biggies vis- 
iting town. 


funny 
grief 


names. 

Any kind of celeb—the boys aren’t 
too particular at this stage of the 
game—hardly has a chance to get 
to his hotel room and unpack his 
bag before a flock of station reps 
arrive in the lobby. They offer alli 
sorts of inducements—except cash. 

Latest scheme is being used by 
WFIL and WIP, the two outlets 
that go in most heavily for the 
names. Both have agreements with 
local sheets by which they trade 
time for ad space. Celebs are thus 
—— that their mugs will be 


And with only one legit | 
show here now, program directors| WDAS has a daily program, 
are going nuts trying to get good | 
| club 
| night 


| plugged in papers as well as their 
names on the air. 

Names are wanted mostly for 
visual broadcasts. WIP and WFIL 


each have one which they ballyhoo 
heavily and save best material for. 
WIP’s is the ‘Homemakers’ Club’ 
and WFIL’s the ‘Woman’s Club of 
the Air. Both draw about 1,500 
women and present a variety show 
of several hours. 


WCAU and KYW use the guests | 


they're | shift of the headache from the p. a. | 


In the | 


less frequently. However, 
always glad to grab off a good one. 
‘The 
‘night 
get to 
for 
the 


1370 Club,’ which they call a 
for people who never 
clubs.’ They don’t go in 
the stage names, but comb 
niteries for suitable acts. 
Can’t Be Fussy 
Principal headache of the guest 
star thing falls on the.station pub- 
licity men. They are usually dele- 


| gated to go out and do the getting. 


Every time they call anybody, they 
find the person’s ‘sorry,’ but he’s on 
a rival airer the next day or the day 
before. Stations formerly refused to 
handle guesters when they had al- 





What, No Cavalcade! 





Radio is growing up and be- 
coming bored with its years. 

WHN, N. Y., was 15 years old 
last Thursday. Station in no 
way with to 
ary programs or 
self-congratula- 


celebrated salutes 
annivers 


forms of 


self, 
other 
tion. 
Birthday 
Thursday, 
as usual. 


just another 
biz conducted 


wes 
with 














ready appeared on local air, but with 





So What? 


tedious experience. 


what to do with it. 


We Repeat— 


news counsellors. 


station operation. 


You can’t argue with facts. 


MONEY FOR 
YOUR NEWS!! 


You Can't Argue With Facts— 


And the facts indicate that surprisingly few radio 
stations know what to do with the news once a press 
association flashes it into the studio. 


Simply This: The time has passed when you can 
patch together a number of news stories, give them 
to an announcer to read and consider you have done 
a news job. Complaints from listeners and lack of 
revenue from advertisers attest this fact. 


Radio stations are learning that radio news requires 
TECHNICAL and EXPERT handling — handling 
that can be learned only from an expensive and 


What To Do With The News— 


Is where we come into the picture. 


We can tell you 


Of more importance, we can tell 
you what NOT to do with it. 


Van Cronkhite Associates Inc.— 


Is a pioneer organization of seasoned men and 
women capable of advising with you on 


1. Proper use of news on the radio; 


2. How to present radio news in such a man- 
ner that your basic news income can be 
immediately increased. 


We are radio’s only 


We can help the smallest station 
as well as the largest station. 
expensive, based on results. Furthermore, our plan 
has been tested and found successful in actual local 


Our plan is in- 








competish so strong can’t afford to 
be fussy. 
But getting a guest isn’t the end of 


the station’s troubles. It just is a 


to the program department. 
first place, if biggie is a musician, he 
can’t play on air because of Union 
rules. A script has to be written for 
an interview. And ofttimes the 
wandwavers play better than they 
talk and whole thing turns out 
pretty dull. 

Plenty of other woes loom their 
heads with the nite spot artists. Most 
of their jokes tend to the smutty 
side, and they must be carefully 
watched’ to keep them from going 
overboard on the air. 

And after everything else is 
smoothed, there’s the matter of get- 
ting your biggie to rehearsals. It’s a 
great life, with only one set of guys 
getting any kick out of it—that’s the 
publicity men for the stars and for 
the legit houses, niteries and vaude 
spots which supply them. To this 
gang, the whole thing is heaven. 


WOR EXPANDS TALENT; 
PEDDLES RICHARDS 


WOR, New York, continues to pad 
its list of Artists Bureau contractees. 
Station has through last month been 
pacting plenty talent with the idea 








| of getting lengthy list of perform- 
| ers exclusive with which to bait biz 
| for self and Mutual net. 


Signed last week were Vincent 
Richards, retired tennis player, 
whom WOR will try to peddle to 
spiel descriptions of golf and tennis 
matches this summer. Martha Law- 
rence and Hal Bagg, song-and-piano 
team from NBC, also on for ride. 

Norman Brokenshire will chirp 
copy on station’s afternoon variety 
show, replacing Ed Fitzgerald, who 
will henceforth devote himself ex- 
clusively to the Bamberger dept. 
store daily a.m. show. Brokenshire 
also handles the Winkleman shoe 
Sunday period. 

Stewart Hammock, with station, 
handles the weekly ‘It’s a Racket’ 
program. Paul Roberts, a singer, 
has been tied for three months. 

WOR has also renewed host of tal- 
ent, including Helene  Daniles, 
singer; The Embassy trio, femme 
harmonizers; Bide Dudley, drama 
commentator, and Bob Emery, who 
conducts a weekly ‘spelling bee’ and 
a children’s program. 

Contract with Larry Taylor, who 
has been with station a year and a 
half, terminates on April 10, and will 
not be renewed. 

Vincent Richards, making his pro 
tennis comeback at Madison Square 
Garden tonight (Wednesday), will 
do a stint before the mike for WHN, 
New York, before stepping out on the 
court to wield a racquet. 

He will give a stroke-by-stroke de- 
scription of the Bill Tilden-Fred 
Perry singles match, then surrender 
the mike to WHN announcer Russ 
Clancy, hop down on the court and 
team with Tilden for a doubles setto 
with Perry and Ellsworth Vines: as 
opponents. 








WDRC MERCHANDISING ~ 


Cost-to-Advertiser Set-up Launched 
in Hartford 








Hartford, March 23. 

WDRC, Hartford, has devised a 
special merchandising service which 
it proposes to make available to ad- | 
vertisers at cost. This single package | 
service will include letters, display 
cards, display windows, personal 
contact, publicity over the station 
and via ads in fan papers—and re- 
search analyses. 


Minimum of 13 weeks will be re- 





quired in the way of contracts, and 
the station reserves the right to de- 
cline to use this service where the 
air time contractel is deemed in- 


sufficient to make the merchandising 
service worthwhile for the client. 


Farm Station, on Air 2 


Mos., Will Raise Rates 


Mason City, Ia., 

On the air only since Jan. 17 last, 
Station KGLO of the Mason City | 
Globe Gazette, has 17 hours and 10 | 
minutes commercial in the morn- | 
ings, 15 hours and 25 minutes com- | 
mercial afternoons, and 12 hours 
and 40 minutes sponsored at night. | 


March 23. 


| Or a weekly commercial total of 45 
|} hours and a quarter. 


This is be- | 
lieved to be one of the fastest rec- | 
ords of account-closing in radio his- 
tory for a new station. 

Station is using a lot of live tal- 
ent and estimates its programs afe 
40% non-wax, Has a program 
called ‘Do You Want to Be a Radio 
Star?’ which auditions talent right 
on the air. 

On the basis of its showing thus 
far for a 100-watt -station, KGLO 
will probably ask for a power boost, 
basing its case on its commercial 
and showmanship record. Its first 
increase in advertising rates is al- 
ready scheduled to take effect May 
15. F. C. Eighmey is managing 
KGLO. 





CAN’T DO IT ON SIDE 


Running Radie Station Takes Full 
Time, Utility Discovers 








Indianapolis, March 23. 
R. E. Blossom, who during* the past 
few years has managed WFBM here, 
along with another full-time job as 
merchandising manager of the In- 
dianapolis Power and Light Co., will 
hereafter devote his full time to the 
manazement of the radio station, 
which is owned by the utility. 
Heretofore, Blossom has not even 
maintained a regular office in the 
radio station, but is soon to move 
into regular quarters at WFBM. In 
the past has maintained his office 
at Power and Light Co., and scurried 
back and forth between his office 
and radio station when necessary. 





William Wright, who has been Al 
Pearce’s stooge on the Tuesday night 
programs for Ford, has been signed 
by CBS Artists to three-year con- 
tract, and has been given buildup 
sustaining program of own, twice 
weekly, Tuesday and Thursday 
afternoons. 





| time 


LINE UP GRID COACHES 
FOR FOOTBALL SHOWS 


John T. Casey, public relationist, 
is seemingly trying to tie up all grid 
coaches around New York who are 
available for autumn radio work. 
Last week got exclusives on Lou Lit- 
tle, of Columbia, and Chick Meehan. 
of Manhattan. Already had Mal 
Stevens, of N.Y.U., and is now talk- 
ing to Jimmy Crowley, of Fordham. 
and Benny Friedman, of C. C. of 
N. Y. None of the grid mentors has 
yet been spotted on a program. 

Aion sports’ field 
Casey list are David Walsh, spo. 
ed of I. N. S., and Addie Klein, one 

big-league baseball player who 





fron on the 


is now conducting a baseball school 
in Brooklyn. 

In submitting Klein to prospective 
sponsors for air work, idea is that 
bankroller not only get behind radio 
program, but also sponsor a team 
lined up from Klein’s students, and 
placed in a Brooklyn = semi-pro 
league. Team will compete under 
the name of company or product 
wanted for $1,000 per week, and in 
return all 15 players on club will 
spend their mornings working in 
| sponsors’ warehouse or driving his 
| trucks. 

Dr. D. W. Morehouse, ‘president of 


Drake University, Des Moines, inter- 
national authority on astronomy and 
author of several books on the sub- 
ject, will start a series of monthly 
discussions on astronomy on WHO, 
Des Moines, starting March 17. 











In New York 
W. E. Macfarlane, WGN, Chicago. 
William Dolph, WOL, Washing- 
ton. 
Ed Craney, KGIR, Butte, 
Frank Smith, WLW, Cincy. 


Mont. 
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D Star’ of WMCA Stays 


Inter-City web and WMCA, New 
York, drew a renewal from Reming- 
ton-Rand on ‘Five Star Final,’ prob- 
ably most pretentious production 
regularly originating at WMCA. 
WORK of York, Pa., is added to In- 
ter-City fcr this commercial run- 
ning seven days a week. Special re- 
peat for the benefit of WPRO, Provi- 
dence and WATR, Waterbury, is also 
made. 

Phil Harrison continues as director 
and Milt Lewis as continuity man. 


There Is No Substitute for Experience 








Write for detailed information 


Van Cronkhite Associates Inc. 


360 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE, CHICAGO 
STATE 6088 
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NBC is first to provide national network 
program service to listeners in Idaho 


In recent months 21 new stations have be- 
‘come affliated with the NBC 


From coast-to-coast, NBC expansion has 


networks. 


made NBC programs more easily available 
to hosts of listeners throughout the nation. 
Soon, in Idaho, NBC network service will 


begin over station KIDO in Boise. It will 


be a well-sponsored introduction for NBC, 
For KIDO is the most powertul broadcast- 
ing station in the State, a popular fixture in 
thousands of Idaho homes. 

This latest appointment brings the num- 
ber of NBC network outlets to 118. NBC 


serves listeners wherever there are listeners! 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


A Radio Corporation of America Service 
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Agencies—Sponsors 





General Mills and Socony Vacuum 
have again signed with WHK, Cleve- 
land, as co-operative sponsors of this 
summer's broadcasts of Cleveland 
Indians’ games at home grounds. 
Contract also calls for play-by-play 
descriptions of out-of-town games if 
wires are okay with rival teams. 
Jack Graney, former Cleveland In- 
dian left fielder, to handle mike. 





Dorothy Perkins, Inc. (cosmetics), 


using 26 one-minute announcements, | 


Wednesdays and Fridays, on KGO, 





San Francisco. Ridgway agency, 
St. Louis. 
-Sidney Garfinkel agency trophy 


Oo: the best staff announcer in San 
Francisco was awarded last week to 
Abbott Tessman, of NBC. 





Twenty Grand cigarette account is 
being handled out of the New York 
office of McCann-Erickson, with 
Francis Conrad doing the buying of 
sport reviews and announcements. 





Viceroy cig business is being 
placed by B. B. D. & O., New York. 
Was incorrectly ascribed to the 
Gumbinner agency. 





MacVeagh, Kerman and Michelson, 
Inc., new advertising agency, opened 
offices in N. Y. 





‘Adventures of Ace Williams’ 
transcription has been placed, for 
local bread accounts on KFPW, Fort 
Smith, Ark.; KBIZ, Muskogee, Okla.; 
WTAD, Quincy,. Ill; WSAZ, Hunt- 
ington, W. Va., and KWTO, Spring- 
field, Mo., by the W. E. Long ad 














Atlanta 


UR 2 


WGST 


CBS 5000 watts day 
1000 watts nite 

Repts ; 890 ke. 

E. KATZ SPECIAL ADVERTISING AGENCY 


agency. Totals 37 stations where 
agency is using show. 





C. Houston Goudiss, the foodman 
on WHN, New York, now has the 
following participatory accounts: 
Junket, Pillsbury flour, Sunset prune 
juice, College Inn tomato _ juice, 
Kraft cheese, Clicquot Club, Jacob 





Using a combination news and music 
schedule of staggered nature and 
will decide hereafter time of day for 
future broadcasts. Nine 15-minute 
and six five-minute test programs 
dot the WHN schedule this week. 

J. Sterling Getchell is agency. 








Rumford Baking, after an absence 
of a year and a half, is returning to 
spot broadcasting with a minute an- 
nouncement campaign. Atherton & 
Currier is the agency. 





Longine-Wittnauer watches is con- 
sidering buying late evening five- 
minute spots for organ solos in addi- 
tion to its current campaign of time 





Calco Chemical Co. (Little Duchess 
Laundry Blue) is placing transcribed 
one-minute announcements through 
Ferry-Hanly Co. Campaign begins 
May 1. 





Admiracion Shampoo program has 
postponed its debut on WOR (Mu- 
tual coast-to-coast networl:) from 
April 4 to April 18. 





Max Imax razor blade sharpener 
on WMBD, Peoria, as a test, placed 
by George Couper, of the Advertis- 


sports reviews as program content. 





Manhattan Storage is new account 
added to Anice Ives’ ‘Every Woman’s 
Hour’ on WMCA, N. Y. Set for six 
weeks spring campaign, and usually 
has a fall campaign. This account 
formerly was on WOR with Martha 
Dean. 





Ralph Humphrey, of Humphrey ad 


tagged ‘Hits 

week, 
Syndicated idea deals with news 

events of 15 years ago, tied up with 





mushrooms, Krasdale coffee and 
Richardson & Robbins. 

Sobel Bros. gas _ stations, New | 
York, are testing radio via WHN. 


| Mueller macaroni. 





signals. Arthur Rosenberg is the | 
agency. 





ing Service Agency, Chicago. Using | talks by Kurt Haesseler. 


agency, Cleveland, turned continuity 
writer and sold one of his own ideas 
and Headlines’ to 
WTAM for a half-hour spot once a 





musie and background material for 
that period. Made for participation 
announcements, Humphrey also sold 
it to WADC, Akron, and WSYR, 
Syracuse. 





Transamerican is waxing a series 
of musicals in Hollywood for S. S. 
Tonic of Atlanta. Don Becker last 
week turned out No. 78. 





Ed Aleshire back to Chicago after 
seeing Jimmie Fidler safely away on 
his new Procter & Gamble show out 
of Hollywood. 








N. W. Ayer has placed five-minute | 
participations for Ferry Morse Seed | 
Co. in WGY’s Market Basket to June | 
11. Leighton & Nelson has spotted | 
52, over a year’s period, on same | 
Market Basket for Baily Rug Co. of | 
Schenectady. Kenyon & Eckhardt | 
has contracted for 39 participations | 
in the Market Basket for C. F.| 





Lawrence C. Gumbinner, New 
York City, has spotted on WGY five- 
minute transcriptions, ‘It’s Fun to 
Keep House,’ with Elizabeth Rogers 
and guest talkers, for Royal Lace 
Paper Co. (paper doilies), of Brook- 
lyn. Thrice weekly until June 10. 








Washington State Apples, Inc., has 
inaugurated spot campaigns on 
WMCA and WHN, New York, in be- 
half of its winesaps. J. Walter | 
Thompson set. 





Ferd, through N. W. Ayer agency, 
has renewed the Al Pearce variety 
show and the ‘Universal Rhythm’ 
program. Former on CBS Tuesday 
nights, latter on NBC-blue on Satur- 
day evenings. 





Gladys Swarthout program (Na- 
tional Ice) shifts on NBC-red from 
Wednesday nights to Sunday eves on 
April 4. 








Vapoo Cleaner on WMCA, N. Y., 
with series of 13 Monday afternoon 





Dance Marathon which starts in 
Brooklyn next week at, the Ice Pal- 
ace has set series of quarter-hour 
pickups on WMCA, N. Y. 





Schlitz beer testing air advertising 
with series of twice weekly World 
Broadcasting quarter-hour discs on 
WHO, Des Moir s. 





Alkine Labs (‘Flemolyn’) 
WMCA, N. Y., with series 
spots, starting Monday (29). 


aboard 
of 300 





Sinclair Oil’s series with Babe} 
Ruth starts April, using the 10:30 
to 10:45 p.m. spot on CBS Wednes- 


































“FLAME FIGHTERS” 
Saturday, 7:30 P.M. cmeng New York 





Chosen by “Variety 








to life on the oir... 


CITY WIDE RECOGNITION... 


product. Are you the one? 


—_ Represented by E. KATZ SPECIAL ADVERTISING AGENCY 





A NEW IDEA AND A NEW PROGRAM 
Thrilling rescues participated in by the 
New York City Fire Deportment are brought 


And it's educational, too. Harold G. Camp- 
bell, Superintendent of New York City schools, 
urges two million students, teachers, principals 
and their families to listen to “Flame Fighters. ’’ 
An official Board of Education bulletin recom- 
mends the program because it “aims to inform 
the public of the work of the Fire Depart- 
ment and especially to give advice on what 
to do and what not to do in case of fire.” 


SOMEBODY’S OPPORTUNITY... 


Some smart advertiser is going to get this 
ready-made influential audience for his 


ty Station 











* 


WHN 


1540 Broadway 
By association with the 


day and Friday. Hookup will con- 
sist of 61 stations. For forecasting 
the winners of 16 big league games 
each week listeners will have avail- 
able as prizes two Nash cars, 20 
RCA auto radios and 500 auto- 
graphed basebails. To get around 
any lottery opposition contestants 
will also have to write 50-word let- 
ters on baseball topics. Federal is 
the agency. 





Chase & Sanborn withdraws its 
‘Spelling Bee’ from the Inter-City 
network. 





Cancellations of the Larus ‘Mo- 
ments You Never Forget’ discs on 
five Coast stations have been lifted 





~ Network Chart 


NBC 





NEW PROGRAMS 
Charles H. Phillips Chemical Co. 


(Milk of Magnesia Tablets and Den- 
| tal Magnesia toothpaste): Unnamed 


stanza with a Lerenze Jones com- 
edy script, Mondays threugh Fri- 
days, 4 to 4:15 p.m., beginning April 
26; for 52 weeks. Basic Red. 

Coronet Magazine: Deems Taylor, 
Robert Armbruster orchestra, Fri- 
days, 9:30 to 10 p.m., beginning April 
2; for 52 weeks. Basic Blue (except 
WTCN on account of time division 
WSPD, WOWO), Blue Mountain and 
Blue Coast. 

Lamont Corliss & Co. (Pond’s 
Face Cream): Talks by Mrs. F. D. 
Roosevelt, Wednesdays, 7:15 to 7:30 
p.m., beginning April 21; for 13 
weeks. Basic Blue (except WSPD, 
WOWO), WLW, WABY, Blue Moun- 
tain and Blue Coast. 


NBC RENEWALS 


Ford Motor Co. Dealers: ‘Univer- 
sal Rhythm—Rex Chandler,’ begin- 
ning April 10; for 13 weeks. Show 
at 7 p.m. hits WEAF, WNAC, WTIC, 
WJAR, WTAG, WCSH, KYW, WGY, 
WBEN, WCAE, WFEA. Anvther 
group of stations will get the 7 p.m. 
show through April 24, and after 
May 1 will switch te the repeater 
stanza at 11 p.m. WFBR, WRC, 
WTAM, WWJ, WLW, WRVA, WOOD, 
WTAR, WPTF, WSOC, WWNC, 
WIS, WJAX, WFLA, WIOD, WFBC, 
WCSC. Stations on the 11 p.m. re- 
peat throughout are: WIRE, WMAQ, 
KSD, WHC, WOW, WDAF, WGL, 
WAVE, WSM, WMC, WSB, WAPI, 
WJDX, WSMB, KVOO, WKY, 
WFAA-WBAP, KTBS, KPRC, WOAI, 
KARK, KGBX, KTHS, KGNC, KOA, 
KDYL, KPO, KFI, KGW, KOMO, 
KHQ. 

CBS NEW PROGRAMS 

Sinclair Refining: ‘Sinciair-Babe 
Ruth Baseball Program,’ Wednes- 
days and Fridays, 10:30 to 10:45 p.m., 
beginning April 14; for 26 weeks. 
Via Albany, Baltimore, Boston, Buf- 
falo, Chicago, Cincinnati, Cleveland, 
Des Moines, Detroit, Hartford, In- 
dianapolis, Kansas City, Louisville, 
New York, Omaha-Lincoln, Phila- 
delphia, Pittsburgh, Providence, St. 
Louis, Syracuse, Washington, Colum- 
bus, Dayton, Rochester, Worcester, 
Harrisburg, Milwaukee, Springfield, 
Topeka, Wichita, Atlanta, Birming- 
ham, Chattanooga, Knoxville, Mem- 
phis, Montgomery, Nashville, New 
Orleans, Jacksonville, Orlando, Mi- 
ami, Tampa, Charlotte, Greensboro, 
Richmond, Roanoke, Savannah, Dal- 
las, Houston, Little Rock, Oklaho- 
ma City, San Antcnio, Shreveport, 
Tulsa, Davenport, Minneapolis, Yank- 
ton, Denver, Salt Lake City. 


CBS RENEWALS 

Lever Bros. (Lifebuoy, Rinso): 
‘Trocadero,’ with Al Jolson, Martha 
Raye, Parkyakarkus, Victor Young’s 
orchestra, beginning March 23; for 
52 weeks. Via 58 CBS stations. 

Ford Motor Co. Dealers: ‘Watch 
the Fun Go By,’ with Al Pearce and 
Gang, beginning April 6; for 13 
weeks. Via coast-to-coast CBS net- 
work. 

MUTUAL NEW BUSINESS 

Admiratien Laboratory: ‘Fun in 
Swing Time,’ with Tim and Irene, 
Bunny Berigen’s orchestra, Sundays, 
6:30 to 7 p. m., beginning April 18; 
for 52 weeks. Via WOR, WGN, 
CKLW, WAAB, WBAL, WCAE, 
WGAR, KFRC, KHJ, KGB, KDB; 
KWK added week later. 





Note: New programs or renewals 
for more than 13 weeks are generally 
cancellable in cycles of 13 weeks on 
30 days’ notice. 





ee 


after a week. Stations meantime 
didn’t miss any of the spinners on 
their schedules. Trade conditions 
given as reason for the cancellations, 
currently rescinded by Marschalk & 
Pratt. 

Stations are KNX, Hollywood: 
KGO, San Francisco; KOIN, Port- 
land; KOL, Seattle; and KFPY, Spo- 
kane. 





Walter White, of Harkins & White, 
San Francisco radio agency, in New 
York on biz trip. 





Dupont Brush Duco is slated for an 
eight-week campaign at the rate of 
two programs a day, starting April 
8, through B. B. B. & O., if and when 
the schedule is okayed. Lineup of 
14 stations has been picked. It will 
be 15-minute recorded programs 
consisting of music and chatter by 
Ray Perkins. 7 


WIP Asks $40,000 


Philadelphia, March 23. 

WIP, which sold daily Philly base- 
ball broadcasts to Atlantic Refining 
last year, is peddling service at 
$40,000 for coming season. Atlantic 
is out because WCAU, which broad- 
casts games also, has signed Socony 
as part sponsor of its airings. 

WCAU last year sold baseball to 
General Mills for Wheaties. Gen- 
eral Mills coming season will split 


| with Standard Oil. 





New Orleans’ Labor Stuff 
New Orleans, March 23. 
First of a series of broadcasts by 
labor here will be sent out by 
WBNO beginning March 30 with a 
half hour of labor education spon- 
sored by the Federationist, weekly 
paper edited by W. L. Donnels. 


Other programs will be heard 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturday 
nights. 








Little Jack Hyer— 

Time and Space Buyer, 

Was planning a big campaign. 
He thought he would fix up 


His radio mix-up 


By using a national chain. 

His show was no topper— 
’Twas really a flopper 
Especially up in N. E. 

After making some checks, 

He bought WNBX— 

And boy, what a wise lad was he! 


P.S.—WNBX, Springfeld, Vt., 
now under new, progressive and 
alert management, is the largest 
full-time independent station in 
New England—1!,000 watts to 
cover 76% of the population of 
Vermont and New Hampshire. 


WNBX 


SPRINGFIELD, VT. 

















M-G-M Studios and f= 
Loew's chain of F& 
theatres, this station | 
has the key to the 
grectest talent chest « 
in the world—and it's F™ 

at the disposal of our 
advertisers! 























Music Publishers Protective Association 


New Address 


45 Rockefeller Plaza, New York City 
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HERE AND THERE 





Bobby Roberts, tenor, who does a 
two-a-week series on WTMYV, East 
St. Louis is m.c. at Green Diamond, 
Belleville, Ill., nitery. 





Hal Parkes, for five years with 
WBBM, Chicago, now radio news 
editor for the Minneapolis Star, 
spouting daily over WCCO. 





Bob Hotz. former head of radio 


dept. for Blackett-Sample-Hummert's | 


Chicago office, back to Windy City 
after ten-day N. Y. look-around, 





Ted Webb, chief announcer for 
station WNEW, N, Y., gets final de- 
cree on his divorce next month. 





Dutch Reagan, sports announcer 
for WHO, Des Moines, at training 
quarters of the Chicago Cubs on 
Catalina Island. 





Juan Ricardo, baritone, is making 
his initial radio debut with WHO 
on a series of programs for the 
Cownie Tanning Co. of Des Moines. 


Murphy Products of Burlington, 
Wis. have bought a hal: hour on 


the WHO Iowa Barn Dance Frolic. 





Flerence Marshall, at one time in 
stock at the President theatre, has 





joined the WHO Playhouse, Des 
Moines. 

Charlie Batson and Eber Line- 
berger new _ spielers at WFEC, | 


Greeneville, S. C., Walter Knoblock | 


gone to WOL, Washington. 





Tiny Ruffner leaves Benton & 
Bowles March 30 to do production 


and spieling for Ruthrauff & Ryan 


accounts in Hollywood. 





Memphis got a kick when the local 
radio log appeared in one of the 





dailies under the heading ‘Deaths 
and Funerals.’ 
Yale drama department staging 


series of half-hour plays via WICC, 
New Haven substation. 





Fox Lightfoot, formerly of WAPI, 
Birmingham, and Mac Strain have 


at WJBY, Gadsden, Ala. 


ley has quit the latter station for a 
similar job with WAPI. 





Madeline Davidson succeeds Jane 
Westerman, gone off to wed, in New 
| Haven office of WICC, 








Connecticut Federal 
Air, directed by Homer B. Mason 
(formerly Mason & Keeler, vaude), 
current at WICC, Bridgeport; WBRY, 
Waterbury, and WELI, New Haven. 





Spencer 


Bentley, ‘the announcer, 


| 


been added to the announcer setup | 
Phil Walk- | 


Theatre of | 


| nade his debut in a Lambs Gambol, | 


| New York, Sunday (21). 





ager for Morton Downey, is now 
serving in the same capacity for 


Ralph Kirbery, NBC’s dream singer. 





Amos ’n’ Andy hung up a new all 
time high for consecutive per- 
formance on the air for the same 
sponsor when last Friday (19) they 
|} passed the 5,000 mark. This was 
accomplished over a nine year- 
stretch and does not include the time 





| they aired in Chicago as Sam ‘n’ 
Henry. 
KROC, Rochester, Minn., has | 
| joined the Corn Belt wireless net- 


| work originated by WHO. Network 
has 10 affiliates. 

Tom McKnight has resumed script- 
| ing material for Beatrice Lillie on 
her Wednesday night NBC blue 
band for Sterling Products. 


| now 








Bob Martin addition to announcing 
| staff at WFBL, Syracuse. One-time 
| vaudevillian, Martin has been a 
| mikeman at WAAT, Jersey City, for 
| past eight years. 





Fred Laws, radio ad solicitor si. *e 
1926, upped to asst. sales mgr. of 
KSTP, St. Paul, under Ray Jenkins. 


Herb Gilleland, former promotion 





manager at CKLW, Detroit, here, 
has taken charge of the label-saving 
contest conducted by Detroit Free 


| 


Margaret McCurdy, formerly man- | 














Do Not Disturb 


Washington. March 23. 

Bit of realism was injected 
into the program of skits at the 
NBC dinner here Saturday (20) 
when clerks, secretaries, and 
underlings razzed their bosses. 

One of the best received acts 
was a take-off on P. J. Hennes- 
sey, web legal adviser, on a 
typically ‘busy’. day. Burlesk 
‘Hennessey’ was seated at a desk 
assiduously reading VARIETY. 
Gang caught on immediately, 
for P. J. cannot be disturbed on 
Wednesday mornings. 











Press. Gilleland handled same type 
of contest over CKLW coupla years 
ago. 


B. M. Middleton appointed sales | 
manager of station WFAS, White | 
Plains, N. Y. Newcomer resigned 


from station KBIX, Muskogee, Okla.., 
to take post. 





Jay Coffee, one of the original 
Radio Robins, succeeds Ed Lush as 
announcer at WELI. New Haven. 





Marian Larsen will emcee a Sun- 
day afternoon kid talent show on 
WCOL, Columbus, on a sustainin; 
spot. 


Steve Mauch added to the Petry 
rey firm’s New York sales force. 





Elsie Eyre, formerly of musical 
comedy, who has been singing over 
Coast stations for several seasons, is 
back in New York. 

Bob Stanton, late of KSD, St. 
Louis and former singer with Henry 
King’s ork, joins announcing staff at 
WWJ, Detroit. 

Mary Ruth Barry named aide to 
Sam Wingfield, publicist for Kenyon 
& Eckhardt agency, N. Y. 





Mellville Galliart, 
manager, resigned to become pro- 
gram director and announcer at 
WKBB, Dubuque. 


former theatre 


KVOR, Colorado Springs, has 
added pair of new mikemen, Alan 
Pugh and Donald McCraig. Bill 


— —————— 


Radio Libel Law Proposed in Michigan: 





| 


| Earl 
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VARIETY 





All Speeches Would Have to Be Filed 





Moore has left KVOR announcing | 
spot to join A.P. bureau in Denver. | 
WBNX, Springfield, Vt., adds Ben- 
jamin Lower in sales and Mary 
Cross in program department. 


Irving Parker looking after the 
Ferris Hollywood office while 
Dick Mooney tarries in the east. 


Don Hastings now managing Don 
Lee’s KDB in Santa Barbara, taking 


| over from Frank McBride, resigned. 





| 





} 





Lewis Allen Weiss now a lieuten- 
ant (honorary) in L. A. police de- 
partment but he was a captain in the 
army. 


Paul Taylor chorus tagged for an- 
other 13 weeks on the Bing Crosby 
opus. 


i | 


Gypsy, formerly of the sister team, 
Gypsy and Marta, in San Francisco, | 
has left for the Hawaiian Islands | 
with her husband, Col. Musgrave 
Before retiring from radio several 
years ago, the Gypsy and Marta 
harmony duo was one of the best 
known teams on the Coast. 


John Lawson, who formerly did 
night club news for Chicago Tribune, 
has daily radio column for the Ft. 
Worth Star-Telegram. 

Betty Campbell, former researcher 
with Benton & Bowles, has switched 
to Charles W. Hoyt agency. 


Claude Taylor new addition to an- 





nouncing staff of WGH, Newport 
News. 

Ralph D. Allum a new wv.p. in | 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert. Set up | 
in. & 


Fortune magazine preparing a long 
article on television for late spring 
issue. 


‘The World Is Yours,’ published by 


+ 


| R. Eaton. 


Detroit, March 23. 

Present libel laws, governing 
newspapers and magazines, rould 
be extended to cover ether speches 
under terms of a bill introduced in 
the state legislature by Rep. Elton 
Violation of the proposed 
legislation would considered a 
misdemeanor and carry a penalty not 
exceeding $1,000 for first offense, and 


be 


not iess than $500 nor more than 
$1,000 for the second offense. 

Under the bill, all Michigan sta- 
tions would be required tc file sworn, 
copies of statements, addresses, ser- 
mons or other remarks made over 
their facilities with the state librarian 
within 24 hours after delivery. Re- 


quirement would also cover material 


| originating outside state, but aired 
| through Michigan outlets. Commer- 
cial spiels would be exempt, how- 
ever. 


Fee of 25 cents would be required 


| . 
| with each copy filed, to cover state 


expense. 
Names 


holdei 


and addresses of 
Ss, owners and officers 
station would 


stock- 
of each 
have to filed with the 
secretary of state within 30 days af- 


ter effective date of proposed law. 





U. S. Office of Education to plug 
Sunday a.m. series of NBC-r«d pro- 
gram of same name, now has circu- 
lation of 50,000. Double the 
press-run of last December. 
Bill Rosee, of Chi NBC press de- 
partment, has received radio tele- 
phone operator license, first class. 


initial 


Judith Wailer, NBC director of 
education, back from Tulsa and con- 
fab of Southwest Music Educators, 





Pierre Andre spieling over NBC 
from Chi replacing Charlie Lyon 
who scrammed to the Coast for a 


month's vacash. 





Bill Crago, formerly of WXYZ, 
Detroit, now an announcer for NBC 
in Chicago. 




















ONE MINUTE, PLEASE 


... Before you sign that Media con- 
tract; ask your Philly dealers how 
they'd like to have you go on WCAU! 


The reaction may amaze you! 
50,000 WATTS 
Philadelphia 


ROBERT A. STREET. Commercial Manager 
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~ PACIFIC COAST RADIO NOTES 





Bili Stuhler got through the 
winter without a cold—and then he 
came to Hollywood. 





Don Thornburgh threatening to 
become one of the Coast's top speech 
makers. 





Andy Rice turning out comedy 
scripts for Eddie Cantor in Holly- 
wood. 





G. A. Richards in Holl¥wood on 
‘leave’ from Detroit. 





Gale Sondergaard will take her 
Academy ‘Oscar’ to the Bing Crosby 
show Thursday (25). 





Tarricen Holliway kept KF1 (Los 
Angeles) on the air through the 
night that Amelia Earhart flew to 
Honolulu on her world flight. Twice 
an hour she was given weather re- 
ports. 





Harry Fester now warbling with 
Salvatore Santaella on KMPC 
(Beverly Hills). 





Ted Lloyd, chief announcer at 
KMTR (Hollywood) has his under- 
lings doubling as producers. 





Irv Brecher, gagger for Milton 
Berle, will also handle his picture 
script at RKO. 

Joe Stauffer and Tom Harrington 
will look after the Burns and Allen 
changeover to Grapenuts until Pat 
Weaver gets to the Coast after the 








SHOW 


OKLAHOMA 








summer washup of Fred Allen’s 
Town Haller. 





Leo Tyson is polling listeners on 
KMPC (Beverly Hills) as to their 
preference on the supreme court 
issue, 





Cliff Howell, KFWB (Hollywood) 
producer, pulled stakes to free lance 
in writing, producing and announc- 
ing. 





Lum and Abner flew to Chicago 
for a talk with their sponsors on a 
new contest idea. 





Owen Crump back at KFWB 
(Hollywood) after long layoff from 
producing. 





Hal Dieker, sound effects man at 
NBC in Hollywood, is now a pop. 





Lewis Allen Weiss, Coast Radio’s 
fashion plate, chairman’s the radio 
committee for the Philly Symph 
concert in April. 





Bill Bacher’s yen to be a picture 





Sponsors Himself 





St. John, N. B., March 23. 

CHSJ, St. John, has a sponsor 
who does his own entertaining. 
He’s Clint Regan, a retailer of 
boys’ and men’s wear. Regan 
mixes bagpipe blowing with the 
airing of Scotch songs. It’s a 
weekly 10-minute program and 
solo for Regan. 

Regan was a member of the 
42nd Pipe Band with the’Cana- 
dian Expeditionary Force dur- 
ing the World War. 











Francisco, with the platters being 
aired nightly except Saturday and 


Sunday. California racing commis- 
sion nixed broadcasts direct from 
the. track. 





Dick Wynne subbing for sports- 
caster Ernie Smith at KYA, San 
Francisco, during Smith’s vacash in 
Mexico. 





Betty Kelly and George Nickson, 
warblers, guested it on ‘House of 
Melody’ with Meredith Willson ork 
and John Nesbitt Monday over the 
NBC-Blue web in California. Bank 
of America show originates in San 
Francisco. 








producer has frost on it. 





Ken Murray took a house in Bel 
Air, snotty section of L. A. which 
abounds in millionaires. 





Diana Bourbon putting in a full 
week producing Burns and Allen 
show and rehearsing the new Ken 
Murray opus for Campbell soups. 





Jack Benny and his troupe due 
back in Hollywood for the Easter 
broadcast. 





Eddie Cantor will get in a few 
Texaco plugs on Ben Bernie’s Holly- 
wood airer April 13. 





Arthur Kemp and Larry White, 
Columbia travelers made it back to 
their N. Y. bases. 





Grace Moore has decreed no 
studio audience when she debuts on 
the Nash Speed Show from Holly- 
wood. 





®| Phil Rapp added to the battery of 


Crowds flock to WKY 
studios — one of the 
major points of inter- 
est in this many-con- 
vention city... WKY 
is the station they 
listen to... the one 
they want to see. 


fo) 












Oklahoma City 


Affiliated with The 
Daily Oklahoman, 
The Times, and The 
Farmer - Stockman. 


Representative 


E. Katz Special Adv. Agency : 















gaggers om the Helen Broderick- 
Victor Show program. 





Tom Storke, Santa Barbara pub- 
lisher and radio operator, will pat- 
tern his new studio after KFWB 
(Hollywood), 





Jose Rodriguez, KF1I-KECA (Los 
Angeles) editor, carrying the torch 
for the music masters in a weekly 
spiel, 





Al Jolson, Joe Penner and Jack 
Oakie are sailing along on 13-week 
option pickups, exercised last week. 





Carl Harris, Chicago press chief 
for J. Walter Thompson, calling on 
the agency’s Coast offices. 





Virginia Lindsey moved over to 
Dave Carter’s Hollywood CBS pub- 
licity staff from the Robert Tap- 
linger office. Connie Vance checked 
out, 





George Moskovics moved into 
Elmer Pederson’s sale spot at KNX 
(Hollywood). Latter goes to Seattle 
| as manager of KOL. 





Cameron Prud’homme becomes 
NBC producer in San Francisco. 





Ex-West Pointer Dick Newton en- 
| tertained former classmates in San 
Francisco at an anniversary reunion 
last Saturday. Newton is the Hast- 
ings Singing Salesmen on KGO and 
Se 





Betty Jane Holman, of the former 
Holman Sisters piano duo, Paul 
| Whiteman discovery, guests it with 

Janet Baird on the Woman’s Maga- 
zine of the Air over the Coast NBC- 
Red web, March 23 from San Fran- 
cisco, 











Rush Hughes airing his Langen- 
dorf Pictorials from NBC’s San 
Francisco studios this week. Back in 
Hollywood next Monday. 





Eddie Murphy back on the San 
Francisco Examiner radio desk as 
assistant to Darrell Donnell. 





Dr. William Van Wyck doing a 
new air series, labeled ‘Pathfinders,’ 
over KFRC, San Francisco. 








Tanforan races, 
dez at the p.a. 


with Joe Hernan- 
system, are being 


i recorded by engineers of KYA, San 


Vernon Arnold Wilson added to 
readers’ staff at NBC San Francisco 
studios. 





Armand Girard, baritone; Williams 
Sisters trio; Charles Marshall and 
his Mavericks and Jack Meakin, 
pianist, set for personal appearance 
for dough at a San Francisco real 
estate board banquet at the Fair- 
mont Hotel, March 30. 


Charlotte Paper Gives 
Radio a Pelite Nod 


Charlotte, N. C., March 23. 

Another bright spot in a develop- 
ing friendliness in Charlotte between 
radio and the press, long unfriendly, 
was the appearance last week of a 
front-page notice in The News that 
radio programs were contained in 
that section. 

News and the Observer have both 
had rules forbiding mention of radio 
in their news columns. This was 
broken over when the two agencies 
co-operated in raising funds for flood 
relief recently. 








radio programs were contained in 
that section. Programs still, how- 
ever, occupy a page supported by 
attending advertising, with adver- 
tisers sharing the most of the page. 


Titan, Frisco, Expands 


San Francisco, March 23. 

New recording and studio equip- 
ment is being installed by Titan Pro- 
ductions. Construction of a large 
new studio and four new recording 
channels was begun Monday (22). 
Company recently installed a new 
line direct from the local Mutual- 
Don Lee studios at KFRC for re- 
cordings. 

Titan is now waxing the Sussman 
& Wormser Junior News Parade 
shows over the Coast NBC-Red net- 
work and Duart Sales’ Passing Pa- 
rade with John Nesbitt on the Red 
web. Former deal signed through 
Botsford, Constantine & Gardner, 
latter through Howard E. Williams. 
Titan is also discing a series of 104 
programs for Sego milk, through 
Gillham agency, Salt Lake City; four 
shows for the Pacific Greyhound bus 
lines, through Beaumont & Hohman, 
and ‘Twenty-five Years Ago Today,’ 
new feature by Max Graf, Titan 
manager. 














Dawson Loses Suit 


Breach of contract suit brought by 
George C. Dawson, agent, for $50,000 
damages against Pathe News, Inc.. 
Cortland Smith, Merlin H. Ayles- 
worth and RCA was tossed out of 
court yesterday (Tuesday) by Fed- 
eral Judge Clancy in N. Y. 

Plaintiff claims defendants breach- 
ed agreement to make newsreel 
sound films for radio broadcast. He 
was to get 331.:% of profits under 
the agreement, but defendants 
backed out. 





KANS Gets NBC Wire 


Wichita, Kans., March 23. 
KANS, 100-watter on 1,210 k.c., 
joins NBC as an affiliate April 15. 
4It witt be optional basic red or blue. 
Contract was signatured in New 
York last week by Herb Hollister, 
| gen. mgr. of the siation, 





Sunday a line said that the week's | 








Monogram 








(Continued from page 7) 





one of the directors under new set- 
up. Firm of Rosenblatt & Jaffe is 
counsel for Mono. 

Twenty-four picture production 
schedule was revealed in the papers, 
With two of the films—‘Legion of 
Missing Men’ and ‘Outer Gates’— 
already finished, management said 
work is in process or contemplated 
on variety of pix, including ‘County 
Fair,’ ‘Thirteenth Man,’ ‘Old 
Kentucky Home,’ ‘Luck of Roaring 
Camp,’ ‘Land of Sky Blue Waters,’ 
and several originals. 

Completion of negotiations by 
which Monogram takes over all in- 
terests of W. Ray Johnston, presi- 
dent, was brought to light. State- 
ment said all stock of W. Ray John- 
ston Enterprises, Inc. has been 
swapped for 37,299.9 shares of the 
new common, while lots also have 
been passed around to various in- 
dependent exchanges and_ subsid- 
iaries of the old company. Johnson 
has been handed $53,250 worth, with 
other parcels as follows: 

Monogram Pictures of California, 
$10,000; Royal Pictures, Inc., $4,500; 
Selected Pictures Co., $3,850; Mono- 
gram Pictures, Inc., $4,500; Southern 
Film Exchanges, Inc., $10,500; Mono- 
gram Pictures Corp. of Omaha, 
$3,600; Intermountain Pictures, $3,600; 
Monogram Pictures Co. of Okla- 
homa, $3,600; Amity Film Exchanges, 
$13,100; Midwest Film Co., $1,100; 
and Monogram Film Exchanges of 
Buffalo, $4,500. 

Besides these amounts, company 
has issued 7,333 1/3 shares to John- 
son for his 22,000 shares of the 
former class B common and has put 
aside 66,666 2/3 shares to pay off 
Pathe International, which has a 
$200,000 claim. None of these tickets 
can be peddled for one year. 

The statement showed most of the 
officers are under contract. John- 
son has agreement to act as presi- 
dent for five years at annual salary 
of $25,000; Scott R. Dunlap, v.-p. in 
charge of production, holds a $300- 
weekly contract running five years. 
Compensation agreements of other 
officers were not given. 

Rosenblatt is slated to get a large 
block of stock in payment for his 
services in connection with the re- 
organization and refinancing plan. 
List of options shows he has right 
to buy 34,891.3 shares under the 
sliding-scale plan for insiders. 





Hollywood, March 23. 

Scott R. Dunlap, v-p in charge of 
production for Monogram, has gone 
east for confabs with W. R. John- 
ston, prexy. 

Dunlap will return March 29 to 
start ‘Blazing Barriers,’ ‘The 13th 
Man’ and Gene _ Stratton-Porter’s 
‘Romance of the Limberlost’ early 
next month. 





Of the 1,000,000 shares of common 
authorized, only 350,000 will be is- 
sued to public at $3.75 a share. The 
83,333 1-3 shares already issued are 
now in the hands of company 
franchise holders. 

Pact with Pathe Film Corp. is for 
laboratory printing with that cor- 
poration cashing in double by sup- 
plying raw film stock via Du Pont 
Film Mfg. Co., in which it holds a 
substantial interest. Pathe Film and 
Pathe International were listed as 


being associated with Monogram 
through financing and _ long-term 
lab agreements, this being the 


usual deal whereby certain credits 
for film and picture printing are ob- 
tained in return for the exclusive 
rights to this biz. 

Norton V. Ritchey is named as 
head of the export department with 
Pathe Films, Ltd., of London, the 
only distributor named thus far. 
This firm will handle distribution in 
United Kingdom for Monogram. 
Herschel Stuart is treasurer: J. P. 
Friedhoff, comptroller; and M. S. 
White, secretary, 

Edward A. Golden is sales chief. 
Louis S. Lifton, who has headed the 
story and publicity division of Mono- 
gram in the east, becomes director 
advertising and _ publicity, while 
Walter Greene will publicize on the 
Coast. Firm of Ronsenblatt & Jaffee 
is counsel. 

Company also announced its full 
distribution set-up which includes 31 
affiliated branch offices in the U. S. 
Corporate affiliations will consist 
of Monogram Distributing Corp. 
(home office subsid) which is 
to operate New York, Washing- 
ton and Philadelphia exchanges, 
and Monogram Film Exchanges, 


Inc., at Albany and_ Buffalo. 
Most other spots will be known un- 
der the Monogram Pictures tag. 


Exceptions are Chicago and In- 
dianapolis, which will be opera‘: } 
by Monogram-Capitol Exchanges: 
Milwaukee, Monogram-Midwest Film 
Corp.; Cleveland, Monogram-Se- 
lected Pictures; Dallas, Monogram- 
Amity; Kansas City, Monogram-Con- 
solidated; Atlanta, Monogram-South- 
ern; and Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
Seattle Portland, Denver and Salt 
Lake City, to be operated by Mono- 
gram Pictures of California, Inc. 

Canadian distributing facilities not 
set thus far. 

Norton Ritchey, resigned as ex- 
port manager for Republic Pictures 
to ally with Mono. J. V. Ritchey 
also resigned from Rep. 


Job Clinic at WSOC 


Charlotte, N. C., March 23. 

WSOC is operating a job clinic. 
sponsored by a local bank, that is 
rendering a service to the unem- 
ployed of the Charlotte area. Three 
times a week, for five minutes, some 
man who wants and needs a job is 
interviewed for five minutes before 
a WSOC mike. 


Frequently telephone calls either 
offering a job or inviting an inter- 
view come in before a broadcast is 
completed. 














DETROIT 





44% of Detroit’s families live 
in homes which they own. 


88% of Detroit’s families — 
whether owners or renters—live 
in single houses or two, three 
and four-family flats—only 12% 
of Detroit’s families live in apart- 
ment houses. 


66% of Detroit’s families have 
an automobile. 


39% of Detroit’s families have 
stated that WW] is their favorite 
radio station. 


“WWJ is first in listener inter- 
est in the Detroit market. 


WW] guarantees at least a 
primary night coverage of 
2,388,741 people—a primary day 
coverage of 3,170,762 people. 


WW 


Owned and Operated by 
The Detroit News 


Member NBC Red Network 


National Representatives 


The PAUL H. RAYMER CO. 
New York — Chicago 
Detroit — San Francisco 
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WE HAVE IT 


PROGRAMS? Soloist to chorus 
.. hillbilly to opera...sports..- 


news ... community features. - 
LISTENERS? Just ask Kansas 
Citians. Ask us for proof. 


KXBY 


Kansas City, Missouri 
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“The station KFRC has very good 
reception at our house. One thing I like 
is that they have a lot of news, and a 
lot of good orchestras in the evening. 
# think the programs are better than 
bejore.” 


“I listen to your broadcasts every 
day, and think they are more interest 
ing than any other station.” 


“I've enjoyed my radio so much 
more since the change to the Mutual 
Network. I get a much better variety 
of programs,” 


“Have always enjoyed your pro- 
grams more than any other stations, 
and found your broadcasts better and 
clearer than all others.” 


SAYS THE PUBLIC 


Boise 





ON LE 


7th and Bixel Streets 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
Lewis eens Weiss 
Generel Moneger 


“In fact I tune in mostly to your 
Mutual—KFRC here in San Francisco. 


“I hope you will keep your good 
programs on the air.” 


“I like all the new Mutual pro- 
grams much better than the old.” 


“Having been an enthusiastic lis- 
tener to the Don Lee radio programs, I 
was afraid that when you changed to 
the Mutual System, that your usual 
high rate class of programs would be 
affected. However, am happy to say 
that I like your new programs better 
than ever.” 


“The entrance of the Mutua! service 
onto the Pacific Coast has put our iso- 
lated Pacific Coast right up into the 
tempo of modern times.” 


“As a whole, the programs we get 
over the new hook-up are better, more 
interesting, and more diversified—and 
I hope that. the one or two programs 
which are still coming over Columbia, 
will soon be switched to the Mutual. 
We feel that the average of the pro- 
grams is much, much better.” 


“I am very pleased to say that I like 
your programs very much since the re- 
cent change. 












KHJ........ Los Angeles KPMC....... Bakersfield 
KFRC..... San Francisco KDON Moxterey-Del Monte 
KGB.........- San Diego KGDM......... Stockton 
KDB..... Santa Barbara KVOE ....... Santa Ana 
KFXM....San Bernardino KXO......... El Centro 


AFFILIATED’ WITH MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


ACHILLES 
bey AHEEL 


Hi there, CBS, there’s plenty of radio 
broadcasting business for everybody! And 
we didn’t think much of the truck in that 
double truck you ran in “Variety,” March 


tenth. Because you can’t tell a whole truth 


with half facts. 


Nobody we ever heard of would deny that 
the Columbia Broadcasting System as a 
whole is a swell network. So, why not ad- 
vertise what you have instead of dragging 
us into the picture and trying to point out 
what we haven’t? Seems to us that would 
be better cricket. And more convincing 
advertising. 


Sure you’ve got a couple of stations out 
here in California. Two in fact to cover 
California for Columbia. Why, Califor- 
nia’s a thousand miles long and two hun- 
dred and fifty miles wide. You wouldn’t try 
to cover Boston with WABC, now would 
you? 


The Don Lee Broadcasting System covers 
California with ten stations. If you had 
that, you’d really have something to talk 
about. We'd like to suggest that when next 
you make a survey, you tackle San Diego. 
Why you haven’t even got a station down 
there. We have, so that our advertisers can 
tap the $94,000,000 annual buying power 
of that market. We could also point out 
that CBS has no stations in Santa Barbara, 
Monterey, El Centro, Santa Ana, Bakers- 
field, San Bernardino, Stockton. But on to 
other business. 


An advertiser who buys fifteen minutes 
nightly, five times a week on your entire 
(two station) California facilities pays 
$1650.00. The same deal on our network 
(ten stations) costs $1253.75 per week! 


What, no listeners? With people on our 
network like Eddie Duchin, Cab Calloway, 
Ted Weems, Guy Lombardo, Horace 
Heidt, Anson Weeks, Leo Reisman—with 
the best pumped west from WOR—WGN 
—WLW—and other Mutual Broadcasting 


System Stations—come, come, CBS! 
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i oe Makes 
bia | ( d | 1.N.S. MAIL SUPPLEMENT | Unfunny Comedy Show | FRAME LIE-DETECTOR 
| > 1 
Sectiona Ism i nadia | For Station Fillers—Competition Im- Yanked by Station WMCA AS RADIO NOVELTY 
| proving All Services Harry Hirschfield’s ‘Laugh Parade 
a program faded off WMCA, Wee: Be 
. | International News Service is suddenly after its fifth airing last Chicago, March 23. 
Appeasement of Western Area Brings adding a mail letter service for its ses (19). ted t Last week the local William Mor. 
S ks : E 7 | radio station clients. This will con- rogram presented amateur 8a8- | ri; office was busy developing: Dr. 
quaw in as | tain special non-flash stuff of freak | ™°" and embryo comics only, other) Orjando Scott, exponent of the 
. ; forms of tyro talent being passed up. | ;;,_ hi : : 
+ |or human interest material suitable | > te lie-detector, and his machine for the 
: ; rouble that caused period’s foldup vera . 
3 " |as general filler. I.N.S. also will was that th t f d "t stage, intending to make him one of 
St. John, N. B., March 16. Bursting With Thanks have a shortwave service that will vagal oa e amateurs found werent | the big names of vaudeville, such as 
An east vs. west peeve has de- a y. 


veloped over the action of the Ca- 
nadian Broadcasting Corp. in slicing 
a network program emanating from 
an eastern station ir two and giving 
shorn time to a western station. 

Atlantic Nocturne, regularly a half 
hour of organ and violin music and 
prepared and transmitted 
to the CBC network by CHNS, Hali- 
fax. N. S., has been cut to 15 min- 
15 minutes have 
been turned over to a ‘round table 
discussion of Canada’s defense prob- 
in the Winnipeg 
network. 
Nocturne on for past five years. A 
Halifax newspaper has lodged a pro- 
test against the carve, with the im- 
portance of the round table dis- 
questioned and Nocturne 
most 


the 


readings, 


makes. temaining 


originating 
the national 


lems,’ 
station of 


cussion 
claimed to be ‘the maritimes’ 
popular program.’ 


Easterners claim a recent visit of 
General Manager Gladstone Murray 
a conference with 


to Winnipeg for 


Chairman L. W. Brockington, of the 
in Winnipeg, 
had something to do with the loss 
of the half of the Atlantic Nocturne 


CRC. whose home is 


time. 


Hear WCKY in Havana 


Havana, March 16. 
station engineers 








American 


their own and other American long 
wave signals. 
nical, but some of the findings ex 
cited them and vice versa. 


What a change in signal strength 
established when 
not usually re- 
surprised the engi- 
neers and Cubans alike by coming | 
This station has recently 


gan mean was 
WCKY, Cincinnati, 
ceivable here, 


in evenly. 
hiked its power 100%. 





Lee Wiley at Palm Springs for a 


sunbake between broadcasts. 


at- 
tending the international conference 
here last week indulged in some ex- 
perimenting in attempts to bring in 


It was all pretty tech- 





St. Louis, March 23. 

Collinsville, Il., Chamber of 
Commerce adopted resolution 
of thanks to WTMV, East St. 
Louis, for broadcasting first 
round of Illinois State High 
School Basketball Tournament 
last week. 

Colliasville’s entry won. 


SNYDER, STAFFORD 
GET KOY LINED UP 


Chicago, March 23. 

Glenn Snyder and Harold Stafford, 
general manager and program direc- 
tor, respectively, of WLS, back at 
their desks after spending several 
| weeks lining up KOY, Phoenix 
(Arizona), recently acquired by 
| Burridge Butler of WLS, and to be 
known as WLS’s Little Brother. 

Earl Nielsen, who originated the 
| station 14 years ago, is still to re- 
main as its manager, with Butler as 
president of the board, and W. A. 
Baldwin as active president. Com- 
plete supervision of KOY will be 
maintained by the larger s‘-tion, 
Stressing the farm angle which has 
been carried on by WLS, although 
the programs will differ in charac- 
ter between the two stations, KOY, 
located as one of only two radio sta- 
tions in the metropolitan area of 
Phoenix, will cater more to a city 
- | audience, but at the same time air 
some hill-billy and Western type 
- | programs, and a complete farm ser- 
vice for the ranch owners and fruit 
growers of the district. 

KOY is to be used to some extent 























zona station. 





Basketball in Denver 
Denver, March 23. 





For 
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Paul Sullivan’s Day Off 


Cincinnati, March 23. 














AND 
ORCHESTRA 


rs 
2nd YEAR 
MUSICAL 


DIRECTOR nee 


Network 


Brunswick | 
Records 





puller on the Crosley super, 


the past 12 months. 
up he gets Saturdays off. 


day. 
the Commentator Magazine, 
April issue of which carries a story 
written by Sullivan. 





Block and Sully now in their llth 
year of wedded bliss. 

















ONENLS’ 


By JANE WEST 


FAMILY BRINGS YOU 


|AUGHTER EARS 


Presénted by Ivory Soap : 99 “* 


LISTEN TWICE DAI 


NOW RADIO'S 
| NBC Blue Ne 
} 





NBC Red Network, Mon. to Fri, 3:45 p.m. EST 


MOST POPULAR 
MORE 

ano FY{EART-THROBS 
6 pure 


LY 


twork, Mon. to Fri. 11-a.m. EST 


COAST TO COAST 


Dir., BLACKMAN 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO 


ADVERTISING, INC 
BLDG., NEW YORK CITY 


as a training ground for talent, 
| which will later be brought on to 
Chicago, although this is by no 


means the chief function of the Ari- 


the first time two Denver 
| radio stations were used to broadcast 
| a sports event. Both KLZ and KFEL 
| broadcast several games during the 
week from the floor of the city audi- 
torium, where the basketball games 
of the A.A.U. were being played. 
The championship game Saturday 
night was fed to the Mutual chain 
by KFEL, while KLZ used it locally. 

Both stations broadcast the same 
games, with Denver Chevrolet deal- 


Paul Sullivan, newscaster, on new 
contract with WLW. A star mail- 
Sul- 
livan has filled a nightly quarter- 
hour spot without interruption for 
Under new set- 


Sullivan blasts are co-sponsored 
by Penn Tobacco Co., blurbing Ken- 
tucky Club pipe tobacco, and Lib- 
erty Magazine, Monday through Fri- 
On Sundays the bankroller is 
the 


be experimented with for the time 
being. 

Newspapermen have recently com- 
mented on the improvement in the 
night wire fed to the dailies by the | 
various services as a result of radio 
competition making all hands more 
snappy. 





Charles Nevada Tries Radio 
Milwaukee, March 23. 
Nevada, veteran sports 
writer, has given up the newspaper 
field after 15 years in front of a 
typewriter and now takes his place 
| in front of a mike. 

Starts on WTMJ, the Milwaukee 
| Journal station, every night between 
| 10 and 11 with sports flashes. 





Charles 





Nick Foran set for singing duty on 
new Burns and Allen show. 








~—Tnside Stu—Radio 








Present administration in the New York musicians union is closely 
watching the changes of policy which Columbia is reported to be mulling 
for its artists bureau. Information has come to the local that there is talk 
of reorganizing the bureau so that it can again deal in organized bands. 

As union circles figure it, Columbia would like to devise a system which 
would make it a buyer in every instance and not an agent, the latter being 
prohibited by a regulation of the American Federation 
Under the reported arrangement, the artist bureau 
band directly, pay off the men directly and after taking care of the leader 
derives its share from the difference between this personnel overhead 
and what it gets from the commercial. 








After much hesitation, Kenneth R. Dyke, formerly v.p. in charge of 
advertising for Colgate-Palmolive-Peet, has accepted the post of eastern 
sales mgr. of NBC. To make way for him William Bachem was given 
the title of assistant to Roy Witmer, NBC v.p., in charge of sales. 

Question as to whether Dyke would accept the offer from NBC had 
aroused considerable speculetion in broadcasting and agency ranks. It 
was recalled that Dyke was with the soap and drug combine when it, 
after a series of sharp tiffs with NBC, switched all its air usiness to CBS. 

Dyke parted from C-P-P several months ago and 
barked on a European vacation. 





Warners is giving Lucille Manners a screen test for the Coast this week 
at same time she mekes a short for company in its Brooklyn studios. 

NEC Artists’ Bureau, which handles the soprano whose air spot is on 
Cities Service program, is not too pleased at idea of warbler making a 
short just when opportunity has arisen for possible fling at film features. 
Tried to effect a release from the short commitment, but was unable to. 
Miss Manners was signed for the single two-reel over a year ago, but WB 
did not take up the contract until soprano clicked on ozone after taking 
over assignment Jessica Dragonette handled for so long. 








B. Charles-Dean, British 
when his first American 
York. It was Sunday and the only available disc was broken. 
impossible to get another on short notice. 
together a show using a few minutes from future transcription and that 
part of the busted platter that could be used. It was pretty agonizing. 
Rolls Razor sponsors. Agency is Kimball, Hubbard & Powell. 


radio producer, had an unhappy time of it 


It was 





Coast musicians had something to be thankful for last week. Union 
upped KFWB to class A and thereby increased the pay of each of the 12 
studio men $5 a week. A couple of dozen or more draw a stipend with- 
out work as Vincent Lopez and Ozzie Nelson are due soon with their 
bands, necessitating a standby payoff. Ray Noble is in Hollywood for his 
new broadcast and is using a pickup band. 





‘Technique of Marketing Research,’ a compendium covering the basic 
principles required in doing an efficient research job, contains contribu- 
tions from three persons active in broadcasting. They are E. P. H. James, 
NBC manager of advertising and promotion, Robert N. King, research 
director for B.B.D.&O., and Pauline Arnold, of the Market Research Corp. 
Book was put together by the American Marketing Society. 

John Blair & Co. will continue to represent KNX, Los Angeles, for the 
remainder of this month. M. R. Runyon, CBS v.p. and treasurer, who 
has charge of Columbia’s local station operations, issued a memorandum 
stating that the webb’s own subsid, Radio Sales, Inc., would have exclu- 
sive representation on the L. A. outlet starting March 1 but, following a 
protest from Blair, Runyon explained that he had meant April 1. 








Lawrence Lowman, CBS v.p. in charge of Artists’ Bureau, goes to Coast 
within a week to thrash out some details in getting Bureau’s Hollywood 
branch straightened out. 

Larry White, Columbia’s talent scout, 
turned Monday (22), 
arrives. 


is on the Coast, was to have re- 
but got jammed up. He'll wait there till Lowman 





Titled ‘Listen In, an American Manual of Radio’ 
Lowell’s new book has hit the stands. Lowell is an NBC producer, in 
Chicago. Book holds little or nothing for the radio professional. Offers 
the aspirant and novice a very complete picture of the business and its 
requirements, covering every elemental factor. 


(Dodge), Maurice 





Los Angeles musicians’ union called a fast halt to the attempt of a 
sponsor to string together his own network so as to get around paying | 
the chain scale for musicians. Commercial account, a cemetery outfit, 
bought one station and thereby was entitled to the ‘B’ scale. But when 
two other indies were added the local stepped in and called no dice. 





Zenith Radio more than doubled its earnings in the nine-month period 
ending on Jan. 31, 1937, as compared with the same period in the previous 
year. Profit for the nine months was $2,347,987 after all charges but 
before federal taxes. In the same months ending Jan. 31, 1936, the profits 
totalled $1,015,966. 





More than 270,000 orders for copies of the book, “Today’s Children,’ 
have been received since the book was first offered on NBC during the 


immediately em- | 


it is; this week the development of 
Dr. Scott and his machine is for 
radio, in which they hope to make 
him one of the outstanding names. 
Last week the lie detector was all 
rigged up with 25 lights which lit 
up in numbers in proportion to the 


size of the untruth told; this week 
they’re trying to get the thing to 
make sounds instead. So far the 
lies are more listenable than the 


noise made by the detector. 


11,876-in Auditorium to 
Mark KWK’s Natal Frolic 








g| 
of Musicians. | 
would contract the 


; ers, 


St. Louis, March 23. 

One of the most elaborate radio 
shows ever presented before a live 
audience in this burg attracted 11,876 
persons to convention hall in the 
Municipal Auditorium Wednesday 
(17) when KWK celebrated its 10th 
anniversary. Audience was in a 
holiday mood and good, bad and in- 
different acts were warmly received. 

Robert T. Convey, pres. of KWK, 
opened two-hour program, which in- 
cluded 30 min. feed to NBC. Town's 
Mayor touched on station’s history 
and paid tribute to the late Thomas 
P. Convey, founder of the station. 

Fred Waring and ‘Poly’ McClin- 
tock were guest stars and Waring 
took baton from station ork leader 
to pace tooters through a neat ar- 
rangement of ‘In a Persian Market’ 
for a swell number. Staff artists on 
network feed were Coyita Bunch, 
Bill Foreman, the Four Range Rid- 
Basin Street Blues trio, Peggy 
Duncan and the original Irving Rose 
ork. Allan Anthony was m.c. 





Anne Halvorsen, for 12 years sec- 
retary to Earl Gammons, WCCO 
chief, marries late this month. Mary 
Guldin will take over Anne’s office 





Had to makeshift and put | 


| duties. 
transcription job went on station WOR, New | 








JERRY 
COOPER 


KRUEGER BEER 
Mondays at 10:30 PM., 
WEAF - NBC 

DRENE SHAMPOO 
Wednesdays at 7:45 P.M. 
WEAF - NBC 

aetnre at 7:45 P.M. 
WAZ - NBC 


Management 
COLUMBIA ARTISTS 
BUREAU 














“BARON MUNCHAUSEN” 


JACK 
PEARL 


RALEIGH and 
KOOL CIGARETTES 


WJZ—10 P. M. E.S.T.—Fridays 
NBC Network 


A. & S. LYONS, Ine. 








Dir.: 























week of Feb. 22. Book is a novelized resume of the four-year | 
sponsored by Pillsbury Flour. 











wer CHERNIAVS KY] 
wAical Cameraman’ 


Presented by 


1847 
ROGERS BROS. 


Every Sunday 
at 4:30 p.m., EST 
COAST-TO-COAST 
Red Network - NBC 








+ 





KLO’s New Commersh Mgr. 


Ogden, Utah, March 23. 
Merril Bunnell new commercial 
chief at KLO, replacing L. F. Haller, 
who has left to re-enter newspaper 
work. Bunnell upped from promo- 
tion manager. 


ARTHUR 

















FIELDS ana HALL 


Red Network—NBC—Monday Through Saturday 
9:00-9:45 A. M. 


WHO CARES ? 77 


FRED 
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NEW YORK TIMES says: 
“The management has brought back Duke 
Ellington and his band, the ‘hottest’ and 
‘sweetest music makers who ever sent blue 








notes moaning to the stars~—and the boys, 
/ incidentally, who really put the old N 
Cotton Club on the map!” é 


BROADCASTING 
via 
Mutual Net Work 





oa 


“The ‘Cotton Club Express’, with Duke 
Ellington at the throttle and the throttle 
wide open, came tearing into West 48th 4 
Street, to score what Burns Mantle, my 
neighbor, would record as a four (****) 
star hit!” 











| ED SULLIVAN, Daily News, says: 


LOUIS SOBOL, Evening Journal, says: 
“Broadway fought its way inte the Cotten 
Club to inspect another explosion in sepia 
...the music of the suave Duke Ellington 
and his rotogravureans... divine musical 4. 
contributions!” 
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CREATOR OF A NEW VOGUE 
IN AMERICAN DANCE MUSIC! 

















IRVING MILLS 
AX & . bs me. : : ; & ‘. j if Personal Representative 
f = 799 Seventh Ave., New York, W. Y. 
Cleele 72-7162 
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Columbus Citizen Drops 
A.M. Newscasts on WHKC 


Columbus, March 23. 


Columbus Citizen, Scripps-Howard 
newspaper here, discontinued its 
7:30 a.m. daily news broadcast over 
WHKC last Wednesday (17) after a 
year on the air. Perry Morison of 
The Citizen staff had been doing the 
morning broadcast from the news 
room of the paper. 

Newspaper will continue to get 
plugs of ‘news from The Citizen’ on 
Bob French’s news broadcasts for 
the Ward Baking Co. twice a. day. 
This deal, recently consummated, al- 
lows French to take news directly 
from the newspaper in return for 
mention of The Citizen at beginning 
and end of each broadcast. 

Citizen early morning news pe- 
tiods were on a trade basis, with 
WHKC taking white space in return 
for time. In the wind now, under a 
similar arrangement, is a daily show 
‘Reading the Citizen Funnies,’ to be 
spotted in the early evening. 

Because of the newspaper-radio 
set-up existing here, relations be- 
tween WHKC and the Scripps-How- 
ard paper have been extremely cor- 
dial. Both other daily papers and 
radio stations WBNS and WCOL are 
owned by the Wolfe Bros. interests, 
forcing the newspaper and WHKC 
to team up in their own interests. 





Donald Flamm, prexy of WMCA, 
New York, is the latest addition to 
the camera nuts in the broadcasting 
industry. 

Flamm went the whole hog, an- 
nexing himself an expensive minia- 
ture camera, exposure meter, and 
all the rest. 








COMBINATION! 





F.C.C."S WASHINGTON DOCKET 

















Fred Allen 
Portland Hoffa 


in “Town Hall Tonight” 
SAL HEPATICA-IPANA 

WEAF—Wednesdays 9-10 P.M. EST 
Dir.: WALTER BATCHELOR 


* + 


MYRT 


AND 


MARGE 


Colgate-Paimolive-Peet 


2:45 P.M.—Mon., Tues., Wed. 
Thurs. Fri. 


WABC - CBS 
































“The Musical Toast of the Southland” 


aoa AB ale 


—NI 
N.Y. Dally Mirror 
f AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


Francis 
NB Mondays, 11:30 p.m., CST WSM 


Management—CRA 





DECISIONS 


Washington, March 23. 


Alabama: James R. Doss, Jr., Mobile, application 
for new station on 1500 ke with 100 watts, days only, 
dismissed at request of applicant. 


California: Radio Television Research Co., Los An- 
geles, application for new station to be operated on 
1570 kc with 1 kw dismissed at request of applicant; 
KYOS,. Merced Star Publishing Co., Inc., Merced, ap- 
plication for frequency change from 1040 to 1260 ke 
dismissed at request of applicant; KDB, Santa Bar- 
bara Broadcasters, Ltd., Santa Barbara, application 
for frequency change from 1500 to 1220 kc, power 
boost from 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, to 500 
watts all times, dismissed at request of applicants. 
Idaho: KTFI, Twin Falls, granted conditionally ex- 
tension of special experimental authorization to op- 
erate with 1 kw nights, from April 1 to Sept. 1. 


New Jersey: North Jersey Broadcasting Co., Inc., 
denied new station to be operated on 620 ke with 250 
watts days, Commish sustaining Examiner John H. 
Bramhall. 

Ohio: Springfield Newspapers, Inc., Springfield, ap- 
plication for new station to be operated days on 1120 
ke with 250 watts dismissed at request of applicants. 


Oregon: KRNR, Roseburg, granted voluntary assign- 
ment of license to News-Review Co., 1500 ke with 100 
watts nights, 250 watts days. 

Tennessee: WNBR, Memphis, granted authority to 
transfer control of corporation to Memphis Commer- 
cial Appeal Co., 200 shares common stock; WMC, 
Memphis Commercial Appeal, Inc., Memphis, granted 
voluntary assignment of licenses of WMC, W4XCA, 
W4XBS and WABG from Memphis Commercial Ap- 
peal, Inc., licensee to Memphis Commercial Appeal 
Co., newly organized corporation, 

Texas: KPLT, Paris, day power boost from 100 to 
250 waits. 


SET FOR HEARING 


Alabama: R. W. Page Corp., Phoenix City, new sta- 
tion to be operated on 1240 ke with 250 watts. 


Maryland: WTBO, Cumberland, authority to trans- 
fer control of corporation from Roger W. Clipp and 
Frank V. Becker to Delaware Channel Corp., 250 
shares common stock (station operates on 800 kc 
with 250 watts days). 

New Jersey: Press-Union Publishing Co., Atlantic 
City, new station to be operated on 1200 ke with 100 
watts nights, 250 watts days. 

Ohio: WRBC, Inc., Cleveland, new station to be op- 
erated on 880 kc with 1 kw, using directional antenna 
nights. 


Pennsylvania: WRAX, Philadelphia, juice-jump 
from 250 watts nights, 500 watts days, to 1 kw all 
times, employing directional antenna day and night; 
WPEN, William Penn Broadcasting Co., Philadelphia, 
power boost from 250 watts nights, 500 watts days, to 
1 kw all times, using directional antenna night and 
day. * 

West Virginia: George W. Taylor Co., Inc., Wil- 
liamson, new station to be operated on 1370 ke with 
100 watts, days only. 


EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


Florida: Indian sign was put on the request of the 
Bay County Publishers, Inc., for a smallie at Panama 
City, by Examiner P. W. Seward. Applicants failed 
to show bankroll large enough to set up a station on 
1420 ke with 100 watts, Seward held. Although some 
need was shown for additional radio service in the 
area to be served, Commish expert declared that 
granting the application would give the Bay County 
group a monopoly on all means of advertising in the 
area ... which is not considered to be in the public 
interest. 

Legal talent represented at the hearing included 
Clarence C. Dill and James W. Gum, representing the 
Bay County Publishers, J. N. Peacock on behalf of H. 
Wimpy, and F. U. Fletcher batting for the Commish. 

Iowa: Squabble between the Sioux City Broadcast- 
ing Co. and C. W. Corkhill, both of Sioux City, was 
temporarily settled in favor of the former by Exam- 
iner George H. Hill. Promises of the broadcasting 
company—in which the Sioux City Tribune has a 
half interest—to scour the neighborhood for talent 
and specialize in programs of local interest were com- 
mended by the examiner, since KSCJ, only other 
transmitter in the town, has a network tie-up. Fact 
that applicants have made a thorough study of broad- 
cast conditions in the community and submitted com- 
plete plans for operation of the station also influenced 
the examiner in recommending granting of the re- 
quest. 

Rival applicant, C. W. Corkhill, manager of KSCJ, 
was counted out because of his failure to prove he 
had sufficient bank credit. Corkhill requested 100 
watts unlimited on the 1420 ke ribbon, with Sioux 
City Broadcasting asking same frequency with 100 
watts night, 250 watts days. 

Paul M. Segal and George S. Smith argued broad- 
cast company’s case, while John W. Guider, Duke M. 
Patrick and Karl A. Smith appeared for Corkhill. 
Commish was represented by James D. Cunningham. 

Kentucky: Plans of Lincoln Memorial University, 
located at Harrogate, Tenn., to build a transmitter at 
Middlesboro, Ky., were okayed by Examiner P. W. 
Seward who recommended to the Commish that per- 
mission be given the institution to use the 1210 ke 
frequency with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 

Chief obstacle to the application was an application 
filed by Ted R. Woodard, Kingsport, Tenn., requesting 
same frequency with 100 watts days, but Woodard’s 
request appeared to be involved in a legal tangle 
which left the examiner in doubt as to whether the 
application was still pending. 














Feud between Woodard and Lincoln U. dated from 


last spring, when college authorities received an okay 
from the Commish within 28 days of filing their ap- 
plication. Woodard, at present assistant manager of 
two Alabama broadcast stations—WJRD, Tuscaloosa, 
and WMFO, Decatur—protested granting of the re- 
quest without a hearing and entered his own appli- 
cation. On receiving an unfavorable report on his 
own petition, Woodard failed to file an exception with 
the commish. This, according to the examiner’s re- 
port, constituted a waiver of his rights to be heard 
as a protestant in the University case. 

Lincoln U. proposes to set up its station and main 
studios three miles over the line in Middlesboro, but 
to maintain an auxiliary transmitter at the college. 
Local sponsors will be sought and the venture will 
be conducted on a non-profit basis. 

Oregon: New station for La Grande on 1420 kc 
with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, looked likely 
when Examiner Seward recommended to the Com- 
mish that the application of Harold M. Finlay and 
Eloise Finlay be granted. 

Finlays—mother and son—proposed to conduct the 
transmitter as a separate enterprise from their news- 
paper, the La Grande Evening Observer, under an 
unlimited partnership. 

Pointing out that the nearest station is located 50 
miles away, at Walla Walla, Wash., and renders no 
service to the La Grande area, the applicants proposed 
to sell not more than 50% of their time for commer- 
cial programs and to furnish agricultural programs, 
stock and weather reports and other programs of in- 
terest to the surrounding territory. Approximately 
25% of the programs would use live talent, it was 
promised. 

Seward found the applicants qualified in all ways 
to build and operate a transmitter and a need for 
radio service in the community. Clarence Dill and 
James Gum represented the Finlays, with Hugh B. 
Hutchison. appearing for the Commish. 

Texas: Hopes of three Texas professors were 
dashed by an adverse examiner’s report on their ap- 
plication for a station to be constructed at Austin. 

Applying under the name of the State Capitol 
Broadcasting Association, pedagogs—R. B. Anderson, 
R. A. Stuart and A. W. Walker—asked an assignment 
on 1120 ke with 100 watts, specified hours. Trans- 
mitter would cost from $23,500 to $26,000, it was esti- 
mated. 

In reviewing their testimony, Examiner Ralph L. 
Walker found serious interference would result in 
the locality if the application were granted. KNOW, 
Austin, would find its service area ‘unreasonably cur- 
tailed,” and pending application for a new station 
(WGCM) at Mississippi, requesting -the 1120 ke fre- 
quency, would develop interference trouble if its ap- 
plication and that of the State Capitol group were 
granted, Walker said. 

Applicant was represented by James H. Hanley. 
Protesting stations, WISN, WHB and KNOW retained 
John M. Littlepage, William A. Porter, and Thomas 
P. Littlepage, Jr. WJBO, an applicant for a station 
at Baton Rouge, La., which also would be affected, 
was represented by Duke Patrick, Karl Smith and 
Lester Cohen. Walter Johnson appeared in behalf 
of the Commish. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


California: KRKD, Los Angeles, authority to trans- 
fer control of corporation from Frank P. Doherty to 
J. F. Burke, Sr., and Loyal K. King, 10,000 shares 
common stock; Anne Jay Levine, Palm Springs, new 
station to be operated on 1370 kc with 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days. 

Florida: WFLA-WSUN, Clearwater Chamber of 
Commerce, Clearwater, request that the license of 
WFLA-WSUN be severed, in order to form two sta- 


tions under the call letters WFLA and WSUN, to oper- 
ate specified hours. 


Georgia: WRBL, Columbus, new transmitter and 
antenna, change frequency from 1200 to 1330 ke, in- 
crease power from 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, 
to 250 watts nights, 500 watts days. . 

Hawaii: Honolulu Broadcasting Co., Ltd., Honolulu, 
new station to be operated on 1010 kc with 250 watts. 

Louisiana: KTBS, Shreveport, change frequency 
from 1450 ke to 620, power from 1 kw to 500 watts 
nights, 1 kw days. 

Massachusetts: Fall River Herald News Publishing 
Ca, Fall River, new station to be operated on 1210 
ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, install ver- 
tical antenna. 

Minnesota: Minnesota Broadcasting Corp. Minne- 
apolis, new high frequency broadcast station to be 
operated on 26,100 ke with 150 watts. 


Minnesota: KROC, Rochester, jump day power from 
100 to 250 watts. 


Nebraska: Clark Standiford, L. S. Coburn and A. C. 
Sidner, Fremont, new station to be operated on 1370 
ke with 100 watts; KFOR, Cornbelt Broadcasting Corp., 
Lincoln, install new transmitter and directional an- 
tenna for night use, change frequency from 1210 to 
1450 ke, boost power from 100 watts nights, 250 watts 
days, to 1 kw nights, 5 kw days. 


New York: WFBL, Syracuse, night juice-jump from | 


1 to 5 kw. 


North Carolina: Hickory Broadcasting Co., Hickory, 
new station to be operated on 1370 ke with 100 watts 
days only. 

Ohio: Ohio Broadcasting Co., Salem, new station to 
be operated on 780 ke with day power of 250 watts; 
Ohio Broadeasting Co., Steubenville, new station to 
be operated on 1420 kc with 100 watts, days only; Ohio 
Broadcasting Co., East Liverpool, new station to be 
operated on 1270 ke with 250 watts, days. 

Oklahoma: G. Kenneth Miller, Tulsa, new station to 
be operated on 1310 ke with 250 watts, days only. 

Pennsylvania: KYW, Philadelphia, request 
50 kw. 

South Dakota: KSOO, Sioux Falls, make changes in 
equipment and jump juice from 2% to 5 kw. 

Utah: Dan B. Shields, Provo, new station to be oper- 
ated on 1210 kc with 100 watts. 


for 
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WIRE, Indianapolis, Steps 
Into News Strike Breech 


Indianapolis, March 23. 

Last Friday (19) found Indian. 
apolis without any locally published 
daily newspapers. About 300 press. 
men, ete., went on strike. Workers 
first struck Thursday (18), in eve. 
ning, just before morning Star was 
to have gone to press. Evening daily 
union members followed suit next 
day, on News, and on Times. 


Eugene C. Pulliam, himself a4 
newspaper man, aggressively sought 
to fill in the gap and gave local lis. 
teners all the news possible through 
his station, WIRE. 

WFBM, owned by Power and 
Light Company, and managed by R. 
E. Blossom, adopted no change of 
policy due to the strike situation, 
and continued the usual programs, 
with little mention whatsoever of 
news or newspaper strike. 

On the one day (19) WIRE sta- 
tistics hounds figured they aired 21 
news flashes, 17 different newscasts, 
for a total of 135 news-minutes on 
the air. Estimate of wordage was 
around 17,000. WIRE offered all 
three local dailies the use of any 
time they desired, but publishers 
practically turned down the gratis 
offer, with exception of three spot 





announcements on why papers 
hadn’t appeared. 
Newspapers resumed publication 


on Saturday (20). 





James Calvert, news broadcaster 
for Star-Telegram over WBAP, Ft. 
Worth, now director of information 
service of the WPA in Louisiana, 
with headquarters in New Orleans, 
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Representatives of an _ eastern 
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165 Sides Waxed 


agents to deal with users only on a 
per use basis. Blanket licenses are 
banned under this law. 

In asking the U. S. court to issue 
a temporary injunction against the 
Montana law ASCAP counsel has set 





books. 
An Injustice 
Publishers feel that the provision 
in the copyright law which bars per- 
formance collections from electric- 
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Milton Weil in Hospital 
Chicago, March 23. 
Milton Weil has entered the Ma- 
sonic hospital here to undergo a 
‘complete examination for ailment of 
long standing. 


. ‘ , ; x ‘ set,» | Carl Fischer, Inc., G. Schirmer, Inc., inci : , " t ts 
Weil is head of the Milton Weil | himself by April 1 for new Master | por) ogper. Ine. G. Sehitmer, Inc. der cca, a _ - TWO SMASH HITS 
music publishing firm. Records. Using only six outside Taylor, Oley Speaks, Billy Hill,} Consolidated bands playing that ecm New Univercal Pitm 
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75 Every Month 


Irving Mills has completed 165 
sides of the quota of 200 he set for 


bands, recordings were made almost 


exclusively with Master affiliated 
bands through Mills Artists and Con- 
solidated Radio Artists connections. 
First catalog will be released April 
1. Mills will then make 75 record- 
ings monthly. 

Following have completed _ re- 
cordings, Three Peppers, eight sides; 
Jerry Blaine, three; Rudolph Friml, 
Jr., 14; Cab Calloway, nine; Willard 
Robinson, four; Jay Freeman, four; 
Zinn Arthur, four; Duke Ellington, 
six; Jan Savitt, nine; Red Tompkins, 
four; Jack Denry, four; Mario Brag- 
giotti, four; Barnet Rapp, four; Jesse 
Stone, three; Midge Williams, four; 
Red McKenzie, two; Barrie Wood, 
four; Cootie Williams, five; Lew 
White, four; Cotton Club Tramp 
Band, two; Hudson-DeLange, eight; 
Harry Reser, four; Paul Ash, four; 
David Tarris, four; Eliseo Grenet, 
six: Red McKenzie and Adrian 
Rollini combo, four; Ray Block, four 














Get Set for the Song Barrage on the 
New Universal’s “Top of the Town” 


‘““WHERE ARE YOU?” 


“TOP OF THE TOWN” 


By JIMMY McHUGH and HAROLD ADAMSON 

















backs up this contention with cita- 
tions from four articles in the U. S. 
constitution plus the 14th amend- 
ment and from three articles in the 
Montana constitution. Named as 
defendants are the Montana state 
treasurer, auditor and _= secretary, 
while the plaintiff roster consists of 


Paul Nevins, Ella Herbert Bartlett 
(daughter of Victor Herbert) and 
Jane Sousa (daughter of John 
Philip Sousa.) 

Trial of the motion for an injunc- 
tion is not expected to take place for 
two weeks. Any one attacking the 
constitutionality of a state act is en- 
titled to a statutory court of three 
judges, two from district courts and 
the third a member of the local 
court of appeals. 


Bill Already Signed 


State of Washington measure 
which prevents copyright owners 
from acting through ASCAP was 
Signatured by the governor Satur- 
day and goes into effect June 1, 
ASCAP counsel has decided to at- 
tack this measure immediately and 
ask not only for an injunction from| 
the federal court but for summary 
judgment. Attack here will also be 
on constitutional grounds. 

Measure which is pending in the| 





State license and paying a tax on the 
collections. Ohio wants to make the | 
tax $5, while the measure before the 
Wisconsin assembly figure on a fran- } 
chise tax of 25% on the gross. 
State of Louisiana passed a similar 


Sigmund Romberg has completed | 
recording of his newest tune, ‘Love | 


Song of Long Age.’ for “They Gave 


“ LEO FEIST, Inc. *® 1629 BROADWAY ®* NEW YORK Him a Gun’ at Metro. Cliff Edwards 
ng? sang the number. 
PM. 
anil 
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CROSLEY-CONSOLIDATED 
IN ORCHESTRA DEAL 


Consolidated Radio Artists has 
entered into a time guarantee ar- 
rangement with WLW whereby the 


city. In return for Consolidated’s 
underwriting of the lines the two 
stations will grant these bands a 
minimum of 10 half hours a week 
of sustaining broadcast facilities. 


Consolidated has a similar agree- | 
which | 


ment in effect with NBC, 
started the former in _ business. 
Music Corp. of America has a like 
guarantee arrangement with CBS 
but in this case the network is 
guaranteed an income of $50,000 a 





year, with this money coming out of | 


commissions collected by MCA from 
bands using such facilities. 

Deal with the Crosley organiza- 
tion was handled by Charles Green, 
Consolidated prez. 


ASCAP’s Meeting 





American Society of Composers, 


Authors and Publishers will hold its | 


them. Under these rules pubs are 
barred from giving any form of 
‘push money, including direct pay- 
ments, gifts or royalty guises, and 
paying for or giving special arrange- 
ments. 








“When Love Is Young” 
VIRGINIA BRUCE 


SINGS 


When Love 
Is Young 


Did Anyone 
Ever Tell You? 


Watch for the Biggest 
Rhumba Hit Since 
“Peanut Vendor" 























Gordon and Revel’s Crowning Achievement 
For 20th Century-Fox’s “Wake Uo and Live” 
Featuring Walter Winchell, Ben Bernie, Alice Faye 


7 — “CAN’T-MISSERS” — 7 


1! LOVE YOU MUCH TOO MUCH, MUCHACHA 
ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. © 799 7th AVE. © NEW YORK 
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Last Week’s 15 Best Sellers 





department. 


When the Poppies Bloom 
What Will I Tell My 
Trust in Me 
*I’'ve Love to Keep Me Warm.. 
Serenade in the Night..... 


Heart... 


*Sweet Is the Word for 

*Too Marvelous for Words..... 

* Indicates filmusical song. 
others are pops. 





{The trade will be interested in comparing the selling relativity to 
the most-played-on-the-air tabulations, 
Song title and publisher of the best selling 15 are 
included; only the title of the song is recorded in the air plugs. | 


Again .... 


Chapel in the Moonlight...........+.++.. 
Oth 6 xeeevades 


+ Indicates stage production song. 


shown elsewhere in this 








*Moonlight and Shadows: .......<,..-csccscccecsccses Popular 
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Dise Reviews 
By Abel Green 


—— 


Julio Martinez Oyanguren, dis- 
tinguished guitar soloist, has re- 
corded two of his own compositions 
on Columbia 17080 (also imported). 
‘Arabia’ and ‘Anadalucia,’ as they 
are titled, too are distinctive items 
for the wax library. 


Corny but commercial is Roy 
Smeck, the steel guitar soloist, now 
surrounded by a dance combo known 
as the Serenaders. ‘Trust In Me’— 
‘On a Little Bamboo Bridge’ on 
Decca 1112, and ‘This Year’s Kisses’ 
—You’re Laughting At Me,’ both by 
._ Irving Berlin out of his new score, 
*One the Avenue’ (20th), speak for 








Harms Presents 


From 


“READY, WILLING AND ABLE” 


TOO MARVELOUS 
FOR WORDS 


JUST A QUIET 
EVENING 


SENTIMENTAL AND 
MELANCHOLY 


European Hilt 


VIENNA DREAMS 
CAFE CONTINENTAL 


A New Swing Hit 


52nd STREET 


From 
“The King and the Chorus Girl” 
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HARMS, INC., RCA Bidg., N. Y. 
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The Nation’s New 
Song Favorite 


‘SEVENTH HEAVEN’ 


From the 20th Century-Fox 
Picture 


“Seventh Heaven” 
| ES CNET TT 
From “One In A Million” 


‘WHO'S AFRAID OF 
LOVE’ 


‘ONE IN A MILLION’ 


SS 4447 
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HOLLYWOOD SONGS 


RCA BUILDING -RADIO CITY- at gy 
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| ing, 
by the refusal of the American Fed- 
|eration of Musicians to 





themselves as smooth 
in the Wayne King-Garber-Lom- 
bazdo school. Donald King vocals 
all the choruses. 

Shep Fields is one of the really 
new wrinkles in dance music, with 
a distinct style, which he gives nice 
play on Bluebird 676) ‘I've Got 
My Love to Keep Me Warm’ and 
‘You're Laughing At Me,’ both from 
Berlin’s new filmusical, are good 
selections. Bob Goday vocalizes. 

Mal Hallett, long a more or less 
unoffcial ‘king of the New England 
ballrooms,’ this season falls in the 
same category as those Broadwayites 


who are suddenly’ rediscovering 
Benny Fields, John Steel, Vincent 
Lopez, Yvette Rugel, among those 


in the N. Y. nitery sector who have 
come to second attention. Hallett 
has been a sock dance band for 
years, so much so that he pulled the 
ballrooms at Taunton, 
Salem, Lawrence, Old Orchard—to 
name a few of the N.E. spots—and 
made both him and Charlie Shrib- 
man, his manager, rich and partners 
in their own ballrooms and dance 
pavilions. However, since Hallett 
has been at the Commodore hotel, 
N. Y., the allegedly ‘wise’ Lindy 
bunch seems to have belatedly de- 
cided he rates recognition although 
the customers have been giving him 
that for some time. What Hallett 
shows on the wax with ‘One In a 
Million’ and ‘Who’s Afraid of Love?’ 
(both from the ‘Million’ filmusical) 
he’s been giving out for a long time. 
And that’s forthright dance music 
with few frills but inspiring to the 
hoof. Buddy Welcome and Jerry 
eo are his vocalists on Decca 

Lionel Hampton, who vibraphones 
with the Benny Goodman orchestra, 
virtually has a Goodman combo but 
under his own name on Victor 25527. 
Gene Krupa, traps; Harry Goodman, 
string bass; Allan Reuss, guitar; Jess 
Stacy, piano: Herman  Shertzer, 
George Koenig, Arthur Rolli and 
Vido Musso on saxes; Harry Finkel- 
man, trumpet, and Hampton on the 
vibra are all Goodmanites. Their 
first chore is ‘My Last Affair’ and 
‘The Mood That I’m In,’ both very 
fancy. 











Buys Out Capano Song 


Popular Melodies, subsid of Para- 
mount Pictures, has bought out the 
rights to ‘Moonlight and Shadows’ 
from the Melo Art Music Co. It was 
done to avoid any buyer confusion 
at the counters in connection with 
Popular Melodies’ current hit of the 
same name. The Melo Art number 
is being shelved. 

Paramount paid ‘under $1,000’ for 
the competitive title. Four writers 
were involved, one of them being 
Frank Capano of Philadelphia. 








Fio Rito Tours Coast, 
Then Into Dallas Expo 


Los Angeles, March 23. 
Ted Fio Rito will take his band 
on a tour of the Pacific Northwest 
upon completion of his Palomar ball- 
room engagement here April 13. 
Dates have been set for Portland, 
Seattle, Spokane, Salt Lake and 
Denver, before ork goes to Dallas 
for reopening of the exposition, 





Horace Heidt on Road 

Horace Heidt exits the Biltmore 
hotel, N. Y., March 26 after four 
months and takes to the road. 

On March 27 he opens in York, 
Pa., to be followed by one-nighters 
throughout Pennsy and Connecticut. 
Will conclude late in April with the- 
atre dates in Baltimore, Washington 





and Phidadelphia, 


foxtrotology, | 


ZUGSMITH DUE IN COURT 


Must Explain Nature of Contract on 
Which Suit Is Based 








Al Zugsmith, formerly a band 
booker with the Columbia Artists 
Bureau, and now on an Atlantic 
City newspaper, has been cited for 
examination before trial in the city 
court, New York, Monday (29) in 
connection with his $2,000 suit 
against Allen Leafer, orchestra lead- 
er. Leafer wants to find out where- 
in Zugsmith can lay claim to having 
had a contract with him and how 
there can’ be any commissions due 
the ex-booker. 


Leafer claims that all that there 


‘could have existed between him and 


Zugsmith was some oral understand- 
but even this had been voided 


issue Zug- 
smith a band agency contract. Zug- 
smith contends that Leafer had been 
bound by a contract in the samé 
form and containing the same pro- 
visions as the agreement. which 
Leafer formerly had with the Co- 
lumbia Artists Bureau, excepting as 
to compensation. 


Henry Freedman, counsel for the 
AFM, is defending the suit for 
Leafer. 


Olentangy Park 
Showmanship for 
Don Bestor Date 


Columbus, March 23. 

Olentangy Park near here, opens 
April 4 under Leo Haenlein’s man- 
agement with Don Bestor, out of 
Sherry-Netherlands hotel, Cincin- 
nati, the opening band. 

Management has arranged exten- 
sive ballyhoo campaign for the one 
night engagement. Besides run-o- 
mill gimmicks, will have a horse 
drawn portable boxoffice equipped 
with a p.a. system blasting Bestor 
recordings, to tour town. Also in- 
viting Nick Wayslik, crooner-foot- 
baller from local Ohio State Uni- 
versity to be guest vocalist. Letters 
sent out to frats and sororities, and 
advance sale 80c. admish against 
$1.00 at gate, also expected to hpyo. 

Bestor follows with Lakeside Park, 
Deyton, O., I.M.A. Auditorium, Flint, 
Mich., and Rainbow Gardens, Free- 
mont, O. Rita Rio, Gletcher Hender- 
son, Maury Sherman, Charlie Agnew 
and Maurice Spitalny bands also set 
at Olentangy starting April 18 for 
Consolidated. 


MEYER DAVIS’ STRING 
OF SOCIAL DANCE DATES 


Annual benefit for the American 
Hospital in Paris will be played by 
Meyer Davis and a 14-piece dance 
band April 7. Terms are also. vir- 
tually set for them to remain four 
weeks at Les Ambassadeurs in 
French capital, with options for pair 
of four-week extensions. Salary will 
be $5,000 a week, exclusive of taxes 
and passage. In case outfit plays 
only benefit, fee will be $7,500 net. 

American Hospital party is being 
arranged by Mme. Mary Astor Paul 
Munn Allez (former Mrs. Charles 
Munn for short), Paris resident and 
former Philly and Palm Beach so- 
cialite. Edmund Sayag, Paris agent, 
booked. Terms for optional four- 
week extensions do not include 
Davis’ presence in person and fee 
will be reduced $2,500 each week 
for that reason. 

Besides Paris date, Davis has sev- 
eral social affairs on tap for next few 
weeks. Will play White House party 
for press correspondents May 28, 
with about 20 men. Others are the 
Azalea Festival opening, Charleston, 
S. C., April 12; Dolphin dance at 
Hotel Pierre, N. Y., March 31; Bache- 
lor’s Ball, N. Y., April 10; annual 
Hunt Ball, Baltimore, April 24, and 
the Warrenton, Va., Hunt Ball, May 1. 











Braggiotti’s Social Status 
Offsets Lent in Boston 


Mario Braggiotti closed at Nor- 
mandie ballroom, Boston, March 20, 
after a two-week stand. 

Biz was: better on the holdover 
week, despite Lenten season, a draw- 
back in Irish-Catholic area. Maestro 
enjoyed plenty of society attendance. 
Social set responded to Braggiotti, 





once local socialite maestro. 





C.1.0. Sentiment in Music Union 





sure from within the AFM, 


tors and the middie west. 


the industrial organization 





Report in organized musical circles is that the ranks of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians have been thrown into a pother as a 
result of the activities of John L. Lewis’ Committee on Industrial 
Organization and that fear of a split is agitating AFM officials. Pres- 
it is said, will make itself felt at the 
convention of the international in Louisville in June. 

From indications the threatened 
support from locals in the New York-Pennsylvania-New Jersey sec- 
Leaders of the groups which are urging 
an alliance with the CIO contend that the union can increase its ef- 
fectiveness in dealing with hotel and cafe employers by embracing 
idea which makes every 
ployee a party to a controversy with the same employer. 


insurgency is gathering maior 


class of em- 








On the Upbeat 
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Cab Calloway and MHudson-De- 








Harold Stern’s band follows Jerry 
Johnson at the New Kenmore hotel, 
Albany, N. Y., opening March 27. 
CRA set. 





Charles Stenros succeeds Austin 
Wylie’s musikers at Webster Hall, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., on March 27. 





Cy Connors, former Ohio State 
footballer, will manage Rainbow 
Gardens, ballroom, at Fremont, O., 
this summer. 





Tom Gentry’s band is now under 
CRA management. 





Bernie Dolen and his band open 
indefinite stay at Sherry’s, in New 
York, Thursday (25). Closed last 
Saturday (20) at the Deauvilte, 
Miami Beach . 





Cy Delman goes into the Coronado 
hotel, St. Louis, beginning April 3, 
after closing at the Whitehall, Palm 
Beach. 





Al Davies moves from the Ritz- 
Carlton, Philly, to the Saranac Inn, 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., for the summer 
season, beginning June 15, 





Lon Chassy closes at the Holly- 
wood Beach hotel, Hollywood, Fla., 
tonight and opens Saturday (27) at 
the Greenbriar hotel, White Sulphur 
Springs, W. Va. 





Grady Mullins, former musical di- 
rector of WRBL, Columbus, Ga., has 
joined up as baton waver with Dave 
Burnside’s ork, which is now play- 
ing dates in South. 





Jimmy Dorsey’s ork is booked into 
Mission Beach, San Diego, March 27. 





APPEAL FILED 


WCAU-Union Feud Behind Disci- 
pline of Organist 








Philadelphia, March 23. 


Exception was filed last week by 
Doris Havens, WCAU organist, to 
the ruling of Judge Finletter, March 
12, in which he denied her petition 
for an injunction ngninet the Musi- 
cians Union. 


This action was filed for Miss 
Havens by former Attorney General 
William A. Schriader of WCAU legal 
staff, who took part in the original 
court battle. He said the case will 
be carried to supreme court if nec- 
essary. 


Whole thing {s just part of feud 
between station and union because 
outlet refuses to hire house band. 
When gal organist defied union by 
playing sustaining, she was fined 
$200 and threatened with expulsion. 
She tried to get injunction to pre- 
vent carrying out of these penalties, 
but it was refused in court decision 
upholding right of a union to disci- 
pline members. It was an exception 
to this ruling that Schnader filed— 
in Miss Haven’s name—last week. 





Jimmy Joy Inte Stevens 


Chicago, March 23. 
Jimmy Joy orchestra goes into the 
Continental. Room of the Stevens 
hotel next Wednesday (1). 
Replaces the Frankie 
orch, 


Masters 





Hal Kemp deserts N. Y. for brief | 
one-nighting at Pottstown, Pa., 
March 27; Atlantic City, N. J., 28, and | 


St. Joseph’s College, ‘Philadelphia, | 


Lange bands being readied for 
southern tours by CRA. 

Paul Whiteman plays an ‘April | 
Fool’s Party’ for Palorama Club, 
Schenectady, April 1. 





FLOOD-DAMAGED OHIO 
BALLROOM REOPENS 


Ironton, O., March 23. 

Riviera Ballroom here reopens 
Easter Sunday after repairs neces- 
sitated by recent floods. Clem 
Haley operates. 

Billy Yates band will be initial at- 
traction with Emil Velazco following 
on the CRA ticket. 








Flint, Michigan’s 25-50c 
| Week Stand Sets in Names 


Ted Weems opens at I.M.A. Audi- 
torium, Flint, Mich., March 27 for 
a week. Following bands, got for 
one week each, are Noble Sissle, Don 
Bestor and Clyde McCoy in chrono- 
logical order. 

Spot is an all-year location, play- 
ing band for a week on 25c and 55c 
admish for femmes and gents, re- 
spectively. 











JUST OUT! 
““CURLY TOP’S 
BIRTHDAY” 


Dedicated to Shirley Temple 


The New 
KALMAR-RUBY SONG HIT 


“THE MOON IS IN 
THE SKY” 


'"” MOVIETONE 
MUSIC CORPORATION 


SAM FOX PUBLISHIN 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE. 


NE vy, YORK 


| ° 

| 

| WARREN AND DUBIN : 
At Their Best in These { 


SEPTEMBER IN THE RAIN 


MELODY FOR TWO 
HOW COULD YOu? 
| SUMMER NIGHT 


A New, Sind Hit! 


“GEE! But You’ re Swell 


REMICK MUSIC CORP. | 
1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bidg., N. T. | 
CHARLIE WARREN. Fref. Mer 
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(20th Century-Fox Release) 


THE POLICE GAZETTE 
* 
SLUMMING ON PARK AVENUE 
HE AIN’I GOT RHYTHM 


* 
A Great Timely, Novelty Song 


SPRING CLEANING Jam," by 


Alter. 


(Getting Ready For Love) 
* 


Virginny,’ 
tro’s 








for distribution with Me- | 
picture, ‘Maytime,’ in’ which | 
Jeanette MacDonald and Nelson Eddy 
warble the old timer. 


Leo Feist will publish three song: 
from Walter Wanger’s ‘Vogues of | 
1938.’ They are ‘That Old Feeling,’ 
by Lew Brown and Sammy Fain: 
‘Lovely One,’ by Frank Loesner and 
Manny Sherwin, and ‘The King of | 
Paul Webster and Lou 





OLD PLANTATION 





The Sweetest Love Song of the Year 


SERENADE 
IN THE NIGHT 


“Pinky” Tomlin’s New Song Hit from the Picture 
“With Love and Kisses” 














Erie Wolfgang Korngeld, 





wno| ||| THE TROUBLE WITH ME IS YOU 


copped the Academy of Motion Pic- 


| IRVING BERLIN, Inc. ture Arts and Sciences award for * 
| the best motion picture musical com- H 1619 YORE 
7 799 Seventh Ave.. N. Y. C. HARRY aL Le Gen. Prof. Mor. position in 1936 in Warners ‘Anthony BROADWAY ®@ MILLS MUSIC INC ° NEW woan 


Adverse,’ is writing a complete orig- 














inal score for Mervyn LeRoy’s ‘The 
ae ore | Prince and the Pauper.’ 
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Miami Seeks Year-Round Play: 
Gambling Wide Open; Name Bands 





And Acts in Niteries, Dog Tracks 


Miami, March 23. 


In an effort to make Miami an all- 
year resort, the season is being ex- 
tended this year as far as business 
will permit it. Gambling is wide 
open again under a legal subterfuge; 
name acts are being booked by ho- 
tels and clubs and moves to educate 
the public that the summer months 


~ 


are being projected. 

Heretofore Miami has depended 
largely on just three months—Janu- 
ary, February and March. Thought 


now is to get people down here after | 


March, some of whom may also se- 
lect Miami as their steady home and 
build the town into a greater city | 
than it now is 


, behalf of their artist clients. 


| Kennel 


mere are just as nice as winter now 


One 
of the four tracks had Paul White- 
man on tap for two weeks this past 
season, followed by Jan Garber’s 
orchestra for two weeks, while an- 
other, last Friday (19), offered as 
draught Rudy Vallee. The Biscayne 
Club, where Garber closed 
ast week, opened yesterday (Mon- 
day) with George Olsen's orchestra. 

Operators of the E. J. Sparks cir- 
cuit, largest in Florida, claim that 
summer business has steadily in- 


| 


| creased during the past five years, 
two seasons. | 


but mostly the last 
People more and more are coming 
into Florida in the off months. 





Chamber of Commerce, according 
to one of its directors, Arthur A. | 


Ungar, influential local business 
man, is seriously at work pushing | 


Miami as an all-year resort. He and 
other prominent business men are 
taking an active interest in that di- 
rection, together with hotel oper- 
ators. niteries and others who are 
now forced to try to get most all of 
their business from three winter | 
months. Palm Beach, however, isn’t’ 
promoting an extended season, and, 
unlike Miami, isn’t encouraging the, 
masses. 

During the past two years there 
has been considerable building here. | 
Many new hotels, nite clubs and} 
other places for the tourists have | 
sprung up, with the result that com- 
petition has become so keen that the} 
Miami Biltmore, Roney-Plaza and | 
other big places. which formerly got 
by on January-February-March bus- | 
iness, are no longer having such an} 
@asy time of it. This is also true of 
night clubs and other places of 
amusement, including theatres, dog | 
tracks, ete. 


Hot Competish 


Because of this competition and in 
the hope that a late spring influx | 
may be encouraged, operators of | 
hotels, niteries and even dog racing | 
plants, of which there are four here, 
are vieing with each other to obtain 
name bands or other talent as lures. 
If the business warrants it, this pol- | 
icy may be continued throughout the | 
summer by the Royal Palm and nu- | 
merous other places that are plan- | 
ning to remain open the whole year. | 
Dempsey’s Vanderbilt, for instance. | 
opened Willie and Eugene Howard | 
last week, an unprecedented name 
booking for this time of year. 

During the winter season now | 
coming to an end, Miami has had} 
more people within its environs than 
last year. but reported by various 
sources that they haven't spent as | 
much money as a year ago. This is | 
accounted for by the fact that Miami | 
is tosine some of the big spenders | 
which Palm Beach retains. and is | 
beginning to get the masses in) 
greater numbers, who are patroniz- | 
ing the less expensive hotels and 
nit*ries., 

Gambling is still a strong draw 
with both the visitors and the loc>ls, 
but while the slot machine law, 
which is presently making it possible | 
is supposed to go off the books next 
October, it is believed that gam- | 
bling will continue. Governor Cone, 
who is trying to close up all book- 
ms king away from race tracks, be- 
caus? this takes money away from 
the State treasury, was also recently 
responsible for putting a damper on 
all gambling, but interpreted this 
wis necessary in order to carry out 
the campaign against bookies. C. of 
C. here admits Miami is in need of 
gambling, which is a strong busi- 
ness-ceiter at numerous clubs such 


- as the Royal Palm, Jack Dempsey’s, 


Cariers, Town Casino and others. 
Legal Gambling 


In view of the situation on gam- 
operators are now wide open 
under the cloak of the slot machine 
law. Latter being legal, coins are 
now put in machines at the gambling 
halls and out come the dice or rou- 
lette pills, which are then put into 
action. This may suggest a slende 
legal loophole, but so far it’s work- 
ing out all right. 

If elforts to continue through the 
spring and summer mect with any 
degree of success, Miami may de- | 
velop into fertile territory for artists 
from big name attractions down to 
the lesser-knowns. Even dog gal- 
loping tracks are developing as a 
field for the agents to go after in 


| start on 


| Marshall 


| Booking is being done by Charles J. 


INPROD. SPOT 
ATDALLAS 


| for radio broadcasts. 


Hassard Short and not Leon 
Leonidoff gets the production job at 
the Pan-American Casino in Dallas, 
nitery end of the Greater Texas- 
Pan-American Exposition opening 
June 12. Short, currently in Eu- 
rope, returns to New York April 19, 
before going to Dallas to set the 
first show. 

Both Leonidoff and Russell Mar- 
kert had to turn down the offers of 
George Marshall, entertainment and 
sports director of the expo, because 


| of inability to obtain leaves of ab- 
' sence from 


the Radio City Music 
Hall, where Leonidoff is head of 
the production staff and Markert the 
chief dance director. 

Dallas Casino will get a two-week 
Billy Rose’s Casa Manana | 


nitery adjunct of the Ft. Worth 
Frontier Days Celebration, latter | 
having set its opening date back | 


rom June 1 to June 27. Everett 
has been signed for the 
first show there. 

Besides Short, Dallas nitery will 
have Jo Mielziner designing the 
sets and costumes. His first job, 
however, is to convert and decorate 
the Auditorium, which last year 


housed the General Motors exhibit, | 


into an elaborate theatre-cabaret. 


First show for the Dallas Casino | 


is practically set. It will include 
Ted Fio Rito’s orchestra, Veloz and 


Yolanda, Stan Kavanaugh, Freddie's | 


Dogs and a male chorus of 22 voices | 
being trained by Lynn Murray. | 


Freeman, of Paramount in N. Y. 

Who will stage the dances at the | 
Casino will not be decided uniil 
Short’s return from Europe. 





Witteried’s N. Y. Rep. 


International Artists’ Bureau is a 
new setup involving Milton Morison, | 
Laurence Leon and Claude Lapham | 
to represent Jim Witteried, of Paris, | 


in New York for international ex- 


change of talent. 

Lapham, who starts on a world | 
concert tour, will scout foreign talent | 
while en route, 


Inside Stufl—Vaude 


About 18 months ago, Dave Idzal. 


Philly Agents to Org. 


Philadelphia, March 23. 

Twenty licensed agents and book- 
ers here will meet April 4 to form 
a nitery agents association. Leader 
of move is Tony Phillips. Among 
others are Harry Biben, Jay Ray- 
mond, Dave Blum and Vincent & 
Fields. 

Group is organizing to fight Con- 
tractors Assn., made up of about 25 


| unlicensed agents. 





WB LINES UP 


NAME BANDS 


Pittsburgh, March 23. 


Looks like a flock of band shows | 


in a row for the Stanley, WB de- 
luxer. Booked in for next week (26) 
is Roger Pryor’s band, with Jan 
Garber coming in April 9. Marks 
repeats for both of them within a 
vear, although last time here Pryor 
was doing a single. Don Redman’s 


crew is booked for week of April 2. | 


Peneilled in with Pryor is Jackie 


Heller, just back in this country | 
after three months in Europe, and 
it’s a repeat for him as well. 


Stanley's still holding contracts 
with Hal-Kemp,;.Shep Fields 


and may finally decide to play ’em 
like they’re doing 
with day off to return to New York 


agement has been unwilling 
this, and likewise vetoed 
charges and cost of standby musi- 
cians. 








| 


In past, man-| week of May 7. 
to do| about through the staging of an an- 
line | nual 


| 
| Loew's Capitol, Washington, puts 
| 


ab 


Rand Rides in Cleve St. Patrick’s 
Parade; Bishop Burns, Irish :“oast 





Loew’s Easter Circus 
Show for Washington 


on a circus vaude show for Easter 
week starting Friday (26). 
Bill 


includes Ted Allen, champ 


horseshoe Liazeed Arabs, 
Lillian St.. Leon and her bareback 
riders, Pallenberg’s bear act, Paul 
Jung and his clowns, the Great 
Johnson, Woolford’s Pets, Pickard’s 
Seals, and an elephant. Wally 
Sharples will be ringmaster. 


pitcher, 





FOR CENTURY, 
BALTO 


and | 
Eddy Duehin bands, ‘when available,’ | 


Because of its agreement with the 
Baltimore musicians’ union, Loew’s 


in Washington, | will be forced to spot a vaude show | 
y the | 


in the Century theatre there 
Situation comes 


amateur revue at the house 
| the week of April 30. 

Deal with the union calls for at 
| least two weeks’ work for the pit 
| musicians at any one time, hence 


CHEZ PAREE’S COSTLIEST 5.-7°%".2f meoaats oN" 


SHOW SET FOR APRIL 9 ting that a vaudeville policy 





Joey Jacobson’s Chez Paree, Chi- 
cago, will stage its costliest show 


Loew’s has been frank in admit- 
in Bal- 
timore is definitely out for the fu- 
ture. House has been in the red 
'with straight pictures, circuit's oper- 
/ators admit, but losing less than it 


starting April 9 as the blowoff of the | did with stage shows. 


spring season. Layout will stick for 


seven weeks. 


Besides the holdover Henry Busse | 


include Cross 
Shaw, Minor and 


show will 
Wini 


orchestra, 
and Dunn, 


Root, Georgie Tapps, Mariora, Euro- | 
and 


pean femme juggler, Thorn 

White, and a line of 16 girls. 
Paul Small, of the N. Y. William 

Morris office, set the entire show. 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Mark Vance will ozone here for 
a while. 

Myra Fox, 
(ozoner ), 
| san’s lab department, replacing Bill 
Kazanjan, who left for a college 
term. 


chorine, ill with grippe. 


Joseph Vaughey,: who Denver’ed | 
| it for about 10 years, 


bound in the near future. 


Bobby Gossans, Columbus 
ager, out-sneezed the flu. 


Harry Barrett, who carries about 


sister of Melvin Fox | 
has been added to the| 


Dorothy Maxwell, Rochester ex-. 


Broadway- | 


man- | 





@ 15 YEARS AGO e 


(From Variety and Clipper) 








John Emerson, 
| abroad to study films. 


prez 
He and Anita 


Loos were interested in the writing | 


| end, 





‘Mecca,’ Comstock & Gest’s pro- 
| duction, called it a season. In spite 
|of a salary list of $6,400 and heavy 
| transportation costs, show had made 


| money on the road. 





Season had been so slim actors 


| for summer season. Keighley office 
| was preparing 60 units. 





Keith and other vaudeville cir- 
cuits preparing to insert a no-radio 
clause in booking contracts. 
ready hurting vaudeville, though 
many still regarded it as a passing 
fad, 








Dolly sisters ended their five-week 
stay at the Palace, N. Y., and the 


80 years, juggling his way trying| management heaved a sigh of re- 


to assist his son, Charlie, 
minus the use of both legs. 


who is 


Frank Kalish, who ozoned dif- | 
ferent places, is here for a check-up. | 


Write to those you know in Sara- 
nac and elsewhere who are sick. 





Salvatore Santella’s string en- 
semble is being merged with Jack 
Clauson’s band, now at the Lucca 
cafe, LL A 


operating the Fox in Detroit, hap- 


pened to hear a new band at the Congress hotel. Chicago, tagged the 


Benny Goodman orchestra. He ph 


asked what it wanted for the Goodman band for a week at his house. 


got the band for $1,750. 
Goodman became more than a 

the price zoomed MCA came to Id 

stating that Goodman was now 


worth 


oned Music Corp. of America and 
He 
little known at the Congress and 


zal and asked for some adjustment, 
much more than contract price. 


Idzal permitted MCA to move the Goodman date in his house back as fat 


as they liked, 


making vaude appearances. Also pert 
[t’s still a pretty good price, inasmu 


>10,000 per theatre-week. 


but that the band must play the Fox as soon as it started 


nitted the price to be hiked to $2,250. 
ch as Goodman ork is now getting 


Aubrey Pringle, formerly of That Quartette, will soon undergo an oper- 


ation on his eyes for cataracts. He 
Saratoga, N. Y. 
Singer visiied New York last week 


survived two operations this winter, 


has been living at his home neat 


with his 86-year-old father, who 


— 


| lief. Booking had been four weeks 
| too long. 





Nan Halperin was at the Winter 
| Garden, N. Y. In a class by herself. 


| 





Music Publishers’ Protective Assn. 
after pirated copies of popular 
numbers. Had been wholesale in- 
| vasion from Boston and MPPA was 
warning all dealers to lay off hot 
sheets. 





Doc. Joe Lee was planning an or- 


| ganization of states’ rights ex- 
|changes to plug. indie’ booking. 


| Never could get them together. 

One of the master minds predicted 
that the program production of pix 
would give place to centralization 
on specials. Just 100% wrong. 





Fourth annual dinner-dance of 
Motion Picture’ Directors’ Assn. 
brought out 1,500. Complimentary 


to Will H. Hays. 


Radio companies planning a stu- 
dio in Times Sq. for convenience of 
culfo talent. Talent not so cuffo 
and no studio. Six companies were 
in on the idea. 

Loew 
Started 
Tanguay 


office after bigger acts. 
with a record offer to Eva 
covering two seasons. 


ONE VAUDE WK. 


of Equity, | 


were scurrying for Chautauqua jobs | 


Al- | 


Cleveland, March 23. 


! 

| Sally Rand’s stunt of riding in St. 

| Patrick’s Day parade with a placard. 
as a publicity gag for appearance 

| last week at RKO Palace, got plenty 

|of reactions but all of the wrong 

| sort. 

Catholic church authorities took 
offense, particularly Bishop Joseph 
Sechrembs of Cleveland, who rapped 
the fan-dancer, besides the theatre 
and Irish paraders for allowing her 
to participate. Criticism made in 
church bulletin by bishop was di- 
rected at fact she rode in auto next 
to a Virgin Mary float, which 
‘shocked him greatly and made him 
deeply humiliated.’ 

Put on the spot for stunt, Al Cregg, 
Palace’s p.a., defended himself by 
pointing out that John E. O’Donnell, 
prez of Irish-American group spon- 
soring parade, was the one who sug- 
gested having Sally Rand take a 
bow in it. In fact, O’Donnell wanted 
to make her the parade’s queen. At 
his suggestion, Miss Rand bought a 
green outfit and nearly stole the 
street-show. When somebody ques- 
| tioned the fanner’s Irish blood, the 
| p.a. had to go into a huddle with her 
to answer that one. Sally blandly 
retorted her grandfather was born 
|in Dublin, her grandmother on the 
| Isle of Man, which was okay 
| afterwards when bishop ripped into 
| all parties concerned for including 
a star ‘whose performances have 
been so offensive to Catholics’ in an 
event that honored Ireland’s patron 
| saint. Church denunciation came 
| day after she closed at Palace, pub- 
| licity coming too late to help busi- 
| ness, which was disappointing. 

Although  cricks_ stressed her 
show’s lack of nudity and vulgarity, 
this town’s good burghers are appar- 
ently too religious to be interested 
in fan-dancers the week before Holy 
Week. Church blast, according to 
consensus of opinon, seriously un- 
dermines her rep for future dates 
here. Irish ears are still stinging 
from Bishop Schrembs’ blistering re- 
marks, and it will take a lot of 
diplomatic ballyhoo to make them 
forget their blunder. 

Influence of Catholic Women’s 
| Federation and other religious au- 
thorities is cleaning up local show- 
business in other respects. Because 
|of official complaints about too 
|much bare flesh in last season's 
| Great Lakes Exposition, sponsors of 
the '37 edition are nixing peep-shows 
| and brazen nudity. Even Billy Rose 
| has been warned to soft-pedal the 
|epidermis stuff in his ‘Aquacade’ 
spectacle opening May 29. 

As result of Sally Rand case, 
niteries and burly spots, too, have 
| put their strippers under wraps. At 
| least until Lent is over. Teasers in 
| Roxy’s burlesk circuses are now 
| wearing fleshings. Mayfair Casino 
| also ordered chorines not to take off 
|a brassiere until after Easter to 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| avoid police censor complications. 


‘Convict Pitt. Nitery Op 
On Slot-Machine Ch’ge 


Pittsburgh, March 23. 

| Bill Green, proprietor of most suc- 
| cessful roadhouse in this district. 
| pleaded guilty in court here last 
Buon « to the operation of four slot 
| machines and was fined $300 and 
| placed on probation for a year. 

| Green was originally arrested last 
| November, but the trial was post- 
poned four times. Testimony against 
| him was made by one of his wait- 
resses, who said her husband had 
| taken her $5 salary and lost it in a 
nickel machine. 














Chi State-Lake Switching 
To Fri. Openings to Up Biz 


Chicago, March 23. 

State-Lake, only house here with 

regular Saturday openings, is to 

| switch to Fridays begining April 9. 
Figures on pepping up biz with this 
change. 

House formerly held Bank Nite on 
| Fridays, and thus met opposition of 
openings, but since elimination of 
b.n. Friday business has been off. 


Rappaport in Hospital 


Izzy Rappaport, operator of the in- 


| die vaudfilm Hipp, Baltimore, is con- 
| fined to 


the Union Memorial h»:- 


pital, in that city. 
Condition reported good. 


until - 
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NY. Judge Nixes Salary Attachment 
On Foreign Act in Freak Decision’ |\F) 


A highly significant decision, af- 
fecting all show business, and prob- 
ably also foreign prize-fighters and 
others temporarily in America to 
fulfill engagements, arises from the 
futile attachment suit by Paris in 
New York, Inc., versus Margaret and 
Agnes Schroer, sister dance team, 
know professionally as Marion and 
jrma, currently at the Hollywood 
restaurant, N. Y. They made their 
U. S. debut three weeks ago at Radio 
City Music Hall. 

Paris in New York, Inc., is other- 
wise the Blumenthal-Shapiro-Har- 
ing-Fischer syndicate controlling the 
French Casino, N. Y., which claimed 
an exclusive contract with the 


dancers for the U. S. Instead, they’re | 





Raincheck Hoofing 


Boston, March 23. 

Brunswick Hotel Casino has 
inaugurated a rain-check gag 
for the thrifty-minded. 

On first four nights of week 
patrons may dine early, dance a 
few steps, pick up a pass-out 
check at the door after paying 
bill, then return after theatre 
for more dancing, gratis. 


HOOF AND EAR 














COST IN °35, 


now working at the Broadway nitery 


under the management of Music | 
Corp. of America. 4 
The significant legal phase is! 


Judge Rosalsky’s sustaining in Muni- 
cipal Court, N. Y., the contention 
that any foreign act, coming to 


America for professional purposes, | 


becomes a temporary resident of the 
city or state where the act is f. *fill- 
ing its engagement. For this reason, 
even though aliens, they should not 
be attached. Accordingly, Judge 
Rosalsky vacated a $1,000 attachment 
on their salaries at the Music Hall 
and the Hollywood restaurant. 
Marion and Irma had repudiated 
the contract which Clifford C. 
Fischer claimed he made in their be- 
half via their brother, Johann 
Schroer, in Germany. Their attor- 
ney, Julian T. Abeles, brought up the 


novel point that while an actor visit- | 


ing the U. S. is in this country 9n a 
temporary permit, that permit makes 


him or her a resident of the state, to | 
all intents and purposes, where the | 
taking | 


employment is currently 
place. MCA holds a five-year con- 
tract with the dancers from Feb. 1, 
1937. 

Attorney Abeles presented to the 
Court the theorem that there is noth- 
ing to stop anybody visiting New 
York City, for example, to state that 
he or she is becoming a resident of 
that community. If something hap- 
pens, and new employment arises in 
Chicago for example, there’s nothing 
to stop an act from taking up resi- 
dence in Illinois. And so on. 

This is a break for all traveling 
acts, so far as being immune from 
attachment, according to this new 
interpretation. To all intents and 
purposes it means that the only re- 
dress for goods sold, or commissions, 
or any other claims, must be via 
civil suits. That this is a long drawn 
out process of law—and hence not as 
Satisfactory as the attachment pro- 
ceedings—is, of course, something 
else again. 


Whiteman Ork Will Keep 
~ Drake Hotel Nitery Open 


Chicago, March 23. 

Paul Whiteman’s orchestra _ is 
Slated for the Gold Coast Room of 
the Drake hotel here starting April 
9, following the current Clyde Lucas 
orchestra. 

‘Whiteman comes in through Con- 
Solidated Radio Artists booking 
Office. 

Booking reverses report that the 
Drake hotel was figuring on closing 
down for a couple of months. 











Scribner, WLW, Headlines 
Indianapolis Vaude Show 


Indianapolis, March 23. 
Voice of 22 characters in his WLW- 
Mutual air show, ‘The Johnson Fam- 
ily” Jimmie Scribner is headlining 
Currently at Lyric, local vaudfilm 


house. While here Scribner is using 
@ special wire. 


WIRE refuses to let anyone wit- | 


ness his broadcasts, and carries his 
®wn control engineer for monitoring 
the show out of WIRE studios (not 
heard over WIRE), 


$20,000,000 


- Washington, March 23. 

American public coughed up 
nearly $20,000,000 for music and 
| dancing in 1935, Census Bureau re- 
| searchers reported last week. Fig- 
| ures are most complete ever com- 
| pilled, but are not comparable with 
| data for any prior year. 
| Attempting to count all amuse- 
ments operating on commercial basis, 
| government enumerators discovered 
there were 708 bands and orchestras 
providing various types of musical 
entertainment, and 3,872 hooferies, 
| including dance academies. Com- 
bined take amounted to $19,442,000, 
while labor study showed 14,570 em- 
ployees, who were handed envelopes 
containing $8,389,000. 

Substantial improvement in the 
dance hall business between 1933 
and 1935 was indicated by the gov- 
ernment figures, although Census 
people said their reports for the two 
years are no’ suited for comparisons. 
The latest figures are materially 
greater than those served up in the 
report for 1933 operations, with the 
take apparently rising nearly 50%. 
Difference between reports for the 
two years was $4,583,000 in the gross 
column. 


PARIS NITERIES WANT 
U. S, NAMES FOR EXPO 


As part of the Paris Exposition 
plans this summer, Edmund Sayag 
is planning an elaborate show at 
his Ambassadeurs and is interested 
in George White’s ‘Scandals’ for 
season. 

Sporting Club, Monte Carlo, and 
the new de luxe restaurant on the 
Paris Expo grounds proper—which 
may be called the Cafe George V1 
—likewise wants name bands, etc. 
Irvin Marks, Paris agent, is now 
in New York on these missions. 








ag 





Richman’s Miami Benefit 
For 2 Performers Gets 4G 


Miami, March 23. 

The Town Casino club, with assist- 
ance from Harry Richman, put on a 
| benefit one night during the past 
| week for two performers who have 
|to go away for medical treatment, 
|raising over $4,000 for the cause. 
| The beneficiaries are Jack Edwards, 
| m.c. many seasons at Auby’s Lagoon, 
land Charlie Miller, who has also 
| been m.c.ing down here in various 
| clubs. 
| At 2 a. m. in his own club, the 
| Royal Palm, Richman asked every- 
| body to go over to the opposition 
| (Town Casino) to spend money in 
| behalf of Edwards-Miller. 





Belle Baker to Boston 


| Fields following her one week later. 
Each stays one week at $2,000 per. 
William Morris office agented. 


+ 


Belle Baker goes into the Mayfair, | 
| Boston niter.’, April 7, with Benny | 


AS, CLAIN 
A OPPOSISH 


unl M 
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ting By Without Licenses 
and Stagehands—Regular 
Broadcasts Augmented by 
Afterpieces to Hold Free 
Audiences 


VAUDE TALENT 


| —o 





Chicago, March 23. 

Theatre men, who never have 
reconciled themselves to free radio 
shows, are agitated again. They are 
saying that radio biz is getting away 
without licenses and stagehands re- 
quired of theatres, and that equal 
demands should be enforced against 
the broadcasting halls with invited 
audiences in attendance. 

Theatres are especially bitter 
over the fact that the studios are 
bringing audiences into their station 
auditoriums and giving them much 


For instance, they are putting up a 
loud squawk at the manner Colum- 
bia-WBBM is running the evening 
studio-audience performances for 
the Wrigley broadcast. Since CBS- 
WBBM doesn’t believe they are giv- 
ing the audience enough entertain- 
ment in just the regular 15 minutes 
of Jack Fulton, Franklin MacCor- 
mack and the Carlton Kelsey or- 
chestra, the studio is supplying an 
additional 30 minutes of in-person 
entertainment which is run like a 
vaude show and does not go over 
the transmitter. 

This non-broadcast show regularly 
uses people on the Columbia and 
WBBM artists list and also books 
standard vaude talent for additional 
variety show, making a total of 45 
minutes of entertainment handed 
gratis to the public. Theatres com- 
plain that this is unfair competition, 
and especially when the regular the- 
atres are forced to comply with 
every union and municipal regula- 
tion and must charge admission, 
while the studio theatres give it 
away for the asking. 


1,000-Seater 

There’s also a loud complaint 
against the big 1,000-seat auditorium 
that WGN is operating. At this ra- 
dio theatre the audience gets not 
only the regular ether show that 
they came to see, but also a full 
measure of non-broadcast entertain- 
ment. 

NBC has been doing relatively 
little of the studio stuff, due pri- 
marily to a lack of sufficient quar- 
ters for such arrangements. It has 
a couple of large studios, but they 
are not laid out as theatres and 
their audience shows are of a make- 
shift nature. 

WLS, on the other hand, 
most continuously jammed 
lookers-on. 


is al- 
with 
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more than just a straight radio show. | 








Coast House Slaps 


Admish on Air 


Remotes; Three Hour Shows, 35-50c 
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Self-Audition 


Now they’re 
themselves. 

Agent returned to his office 
from lunch Monday to find the 
male member of a dance team 
using the dictaphone. 

‘I have to speak lines in that 
screen test next week,’ the 
hoofer explained, ‘and I want 
to see how I sound.’ 


N. Y. CLASS MOB 
PREFERS VODE. 
TO CHORUS? 


auditioning 














New York’s ultra mob of nitery- 
goers apparently leans more towards 
straight vaudeville than girl-shows. 
At least this seems to have been 
proven by the Ritz Carlton's Crystal 
Garden. 


Class nitery opened a few months 
ago with a production layout, line, 
ballet dancers, etc. Biz didn’t prove 
forte, so the management asked the 
French Casino, which produces the 
shows, to switch the style of enter- 
tainment. Four-act variety bill was 
substituted and biz started to climb. 


New vaude bill holds Ben Yost’s 
Varsity 8, Harris, Claire and Shan- 
non, and Fritz and Jean Huber, with 
Rudy Grasl holding over. 


DANCER DIES IN AUTO 
CRASH; SISTER INJURED 


Philadelphia, March 23. 

Mickey Jeanette, 28, dancer, died 
in Coatesville hospital Monday (22) 
from injuries received in an auto ac- 
cident in the Poconos. She was 
returning with her’ twin sister, 
Marine, Daniel Cook and Florence 
Silva from Pittsburgh, where they 
had just completed a week's engage- 
ment. 

Her sister was critically injured in 








the crash, but Cook and Miss Silva 
escaped unhurt. The car skidded on | 
an icy road and hit a pole. 


Lenore Ulric in Vaude 


Lenore Ulric makes one of her in- 
frequent excursions into a vaude the- | 
atre the week of April 23 at Loew's 
Capitol, Washington. With a male 
assist, she'll do a scene from one of 
her stage plays. 


Al Grossman set the deal. , 








RKO, which hasn’t operated a 
vaude break-in or showing house for 
the past few years, to develop acts, 
will start folding its vaude time 
early this year because of the scare- 
ity of b.o. talent. 

First house to go will be Keith’s 
Boston, where Charles W. Koerner, 
divisional manager, has been oc- 
casionally building his own units to 
make up for the lack of indie pro- 
ductions. Boston will go straight 
pictures for the remainder of spring 
and summer April 22. 

Palece theatres in Chicago and 
Cleveland, both full-weekers, are 
the only two vaudfilm theatres RKO 
expects to continue, when the warm 
weather rolls around. 

Houses which will drop the stage 


| 
| 
| 
| 


RKO Folding Up Its Vaude Early 
This Season; Can't Find Talent 





end, besides the Boston spot, will in- 
clude the Palace, Cincinnati; Keith's, 
Dayton; Mainstreet, Kansas City; Or- 
pheum, Minneapolis, and the Keith 
theatres in Schenectady and Troy. 


Hodgdon’s Widow Sues 


Widow of John H. (Jack) Hodgdon 
has filed suit against the City of New 
York for $100,000. Former RKO 
booker died March 8 after being 
struck by a N. Y. sanitation truck. 

Attorneys for Mrs. Hodgdon are} 
John H. Backer and Moses Felten- 
stein. 

Colored driver of the truck early 
last week drew a $5 fine for operat- 
ing a vehicle with defective brakes. 














Hollywood, March 23. 
A to 


and radio broadcasts will be opened 


theatre house stage shows 


in Hollywood Masonic Temple Audi- 
torium April 15 by Lewis Rubin, who 
has taken a five-year lease on the 
spot. 

Rubin intends to run six mats and 
six evening performances, lasting 
from two and one-half to three 
hours, with a part of the time given 
over to remote broadcasts. Admish 


nick will be from 35c¢ to 50c. Rubin 
also plans to put on a Hollywood 
talent parade thrice weekly as a 
showcase for radio sponsors and 
screen producers. Rubin has been 
in negotiation with radio sponsors 


and has talked to pie studios regard- 
ing the loan of talent. 

New talent will receive no coin, 
merely getting the opportunity to 
sell their stuff. Established acts used 
will be paid the customary scale 
they receive on the ether or vaude 
stages. 

Aud seats 600. Rubin’s angle on 
radio is that sponsors will buy up 


seats to cover number of ducats 
issued for their broadcasts. 
Similar ideas were up in New 


York three years ago, but flopped 
even before getting started. 


Bklyn to Get 
Vaude, But Only 
A 3-Day Date 


Locally vaude gets one more 
chance on a weekend basis via the 
Randforce circuit's Savoy, Brooklyn, 
starting April 2 for three-day show- 
ing date. Shows are being booked 
by Will Green on a $400 budget for 
the three days. 

Al Shayne 








heads 


the opening 
show. 
Brooklyn, currently sans stage 
shows, used to have vaudeville in 


seven houses on full-week basis and 
in 15 on split-week and weekend 


| theatres. 





PEYTON OUT OF JAIL; 
ACQUITTED IN 256 SUIT 


Pittsburgh, March 23. 

Completing his minimum sentence 
for assault and battery on a patron 
of his roadhouse, Eddie Peyton, band 
leader and nitery proprietor, was 
released last week from the County 
Workhouse and paroled for the next 
two years. He was sentenced in 
March, 1936, to a one-to-three-year 
term. 

Release was made after Peyton's 
attorney arranged to pay costs of 
apprehending band leader following 
his flight from Pittsburgh after he 
was found guilty. That was made 
part of sentence by presiding judge. 

Two days following his release, 
Peyton went to court again as de- 
fendant in a $25,000 damage suit 
brought by Leonard C. Calder, the 
patron who alleged he was beaten 
up in Peyton’s roadhouse in July, 
1935, during an argument over a 
check. Late Friday night (19) a jury 


| returned a verdict of ‘not guilty,’ 
| although 


the offense was exactly 
the same as the one jor which Peyton 
went to jail originally. 





Duchin’s Chi Spot 


Chicago, March 23. 

Eddie Duchin orchestra has been 
set for the Empire Room of the 
Palmer House here starting June 1 
for the summer season. 

Spotted through Music Corp., 
Duchin will follow the Henry King 
band, 
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Nitery Reviews 





COTTON CLUB, N. Y. 


Second edition of the Cotton Club 
Parade has an imposing talent lineup 
to succeed the socko Bill Robinson- 
Cab Calloway combo which _ so 
auspiciously started the trans- 
planted-from-Harlem in the heart of 
the Times Square sector. Ethel 
Waters, Duke Ellington, Nicholas 
Bros., George Dewey Washington, 
Bill Bailey, Anise and Aland, Renee 
and Estela, May Diggs, Bessie Dud- 
ley, J. Mardo Brown, Three Giants 
of Rhythm, Ivy Anderson, Talbert’s 
Choir, Kaloah and Eddie Mallory’s 
relief band comprise the new colored 
entertainment which is plenty of 
show with a $1.50-to-$2 table d’hote 
#s.Herman Stark and -his syndicate 
tispénse it. 

Irving Mills, who mentors Callo- 
way, Ellington, et al., is credited for 
the ‘book’ such as it is. Instead of 
the Benny Davis-J. Fred Coots song- 
writing team which 


is, 
it’s been pruned to a little over an 
hour and a half, 
cut of another 20 minutes at least. 


positions—and a distinguished roster 


after an initial two-hour start, 


and can stand a 


Managerial yen of presenting El- 
lington in a medley of his own com- 


it is, too—would be all right, but, 
there again, is wasted time. A better 





stunt would be to work in his tunes | 


as background music all through the | 
proceedings. As it is, however, only | 
Kaloah, she of the rippling rump and 


|tremolo tummy, does her Afro- 
Harlem gyrations to the tune of 
‘Black and Tan Fantasy,’ an Elling- 


hatched | 


‘Susy-Q,’ ‘Copper-Colored Gal,’ etc., | 


the special song material this time is 
the collaboration of Ellington, who 
is the current name band, Reginald 
Forsythe (the West Indian composer, 
now on a U. S. visit), Andy Razaf, 
John tedmond, Lee David, Lee 
Wainer and Lupin Fien, the latter a 
Columbia undergraduates 
who tunesmithed the current Varsity 
Show. The songs are more tuneful 
and certain of wider appeal. 

The show, as staged by Clarence 
Robinson, is a fast-paced song-and- 
dance, in contrast to the dominantly 
hoofing motif of the preceding edi- 
tion. There’s plenty of dancing, how- 
ever, via the Nicholas’ Bros. in 
combo; the younger Harold Nicholas, 
whose solo ‘work virtually eclipses 
his frere; Bill Bailey (New Acts), 
the Three Giants of Rhythm, et al. 


couple of 


The presence of Ethel Waters as | 


co-star with Ellington, plus George 
Dewey Washington, of course, more 
than offsets the hoofology, and sus- 
tains the vocal division in bigtime 
style. In ‘Where is the Sun?’, Miss 
Waters has a sock song potentiality. 
The necessity for pruning elided 
an entire minstrel sequence, plus an 
‘Old Plantation’ augmentation, which 
is just as well, considering that that 
(gort of Dixie nostalgia has been well 
done in the past and would only 
tend to retard the proceedings. As 





| is Tops’ solo, perhaps the single out- 





Sid DEMAY 
Sally MOORE 


AND 


Howard MARTIN 


ORIGINATORS OF 
DANCE SATIRES 


In Their Own Creations of the 


COMEDY DANCE 
OF THE CLASSES 


Where Democracy Triumphs 
Over Communism and Fascism 
ECCENTRIC GAY 
NINETIES DANCE 


Depicting the hectic grace of 
that period in comedy form 


NOW APPEARING 
AT THE EDGEWATER 
BEACH HOTEL IN CHICAGO 


What the Critics Say: 
“VARIETY,” Orpheum, 
ee DeMay, Moore 
two guys and a gal, offer something 
a bit out of the ordinary burlesk- 
ing the white tie and tails type of 
waltz." 


Seattle. 
and Martin, 


Gollen Gate Theatre, 

claco: “ Others who 
audience are DeMay, 
Martin who josh 


(By 


San Fran- 

mow the 
Moore and 
ballroom dancing.” 
Claude A, LaBelle) 


“Times,”’ Chicago, Edgewater Reach 


Hotel: ‘ . DeMay, Moore and Mar- 
tin. two men and a girl, offer a 
comedy dance routine in which is 
provided many chuckles over the 
manner in which the little lady is 
tossed about by her partners.” 


(By E. L. M.) 


Thanks to SAM ROBERTS 


| 


ton tune. Kaloah is a holdover, inci- | 
dentally, and she’s probably the No. 
l anatomical weaver in her type of 
bumps. 

Show holds 16 ponies and eight 
showsgirls, all nice-looking hi-yallers. 
Washington introduces’ Ellington, 
and the latter segues into ‘Cotton 
Club Express,’ headed by May Diggs 
in a line number which quickly calls 
for a strip into abbreviated getup. 
Bessie Dudley and Miss Diggs are 
the hoof number leaders all the way 
through. 

Miss Dudley’s ‘Rockin’ in Rhythm’ 


is a standout specialty. Ivy Ander- 
son, who vocalizes regularly with 
the Ellington band. leads ‘Chile,’ a 


Latin terp number, which brings on 


Anise and Aland, juve couple, and 
then Renee and Estela with their 
torrigeshumba. R&E were long a 


feature at the Club Yumuri, where, 
against the simple background, they 
really stood out. Somehow now, 
amidst all the production splendor, 
they're just incidential. Maybe the 
augmentation of that bongo-thumper 


lent "em an extra something which 
is lacking now that he’s been dis- 


pensed with. 
The Three Giants of Rhythm are 
tall and husky gents, which answers 


the whyfore of their billing. Their 
legmania is all right. Young Harold 
Nicholas whams ’em with his “Taps 


stander of the proceedings. The 
personable Anise and Aland have a | 
waltz solo specialty. Bill Bailey also 
solos; the Nicholas Bros. have their 
duo opportunity; and Ethel Waters 
makes the most of two spots. In the 
ace groove, next to shut, she did 
some oldies, by request, including | 
‘Stormy Weather,’ but ‘registered | 
strongest with a double-entendre | 
standby lyric, ‘Give It to Him.’ 

This edition’s dance outstander is 
‘Peckin,’ jntroduced by May Diggs, 


| with the Nicholases and the chorus 


backing her up. It’s a_ lavishly | 


| staged number, in costly feather cos- | 


tumes, the ‘Peckin’ dance deriving 
from the farmyard style of peckin’ 
at food. The chickens and roosters 
peck with their heads _ and 


| shoulders, while the bodies shuffle in 


hybrid truckin’ and Susy-Q. Mills 
first saw it at the Cotton Club in | 
Culver City, Calif., and brought it | 
back east as the new edition’s big | 
dance flash. 

Julian Harrison’s decor for the | 
nitery again rates a bend. Will H. 
Vodery’s orchestrations are unique 
and Varonica’s costumes command 
attention throughout as do William 
Weaver's designing thereof. Withal, 
the Cotton Club again has a hit 
revue. Abel. 


MAYFAIR CASINO 
(CLEVELAND) 


Cleveland, March 20. 


Fanchon & Marco units produced 
in New York by Arthur Horing is 








latest experiment in Harry Propper’s 
Mayfair Casino, after a string of | 
Music Corp. of America and indie- | 
booked shows met with little success. 

Tagged ‘Mayfair’s Easter Parade,’ | 
first of the F. & M. musical revues | 
looks as if it’s the right type of | 
medicine that the spot needs. At least | 
it is flashier and not as expensive | 
as some of the previous floorshows. 
Clientele has been spoiled by ex- 
pensive band combinations, but first- 
nighters took to this one with plenty 
of enthusiasm. 

Running 55 minutes with aid of | 
four acts and line of eighteen, revue | 
cost about $2,500. Production num- 
bers are top-notch. Special curtains 
and back-drops are of rich quality, 
while troupe of so-called Roxyettes 
is smartest one brought in this win- 
ter. Every gal’s a good looker, with 
elegant costumes; all projecting air 














of exuberance that swings the entire 


| jamboree. 


One of their dances that COps | 
heaviest hand is to tune of ‘Moon 
Beam’; other is bicycle number in | 





| 





(Gold Coast Room) 





18 Solid Months in America’s Finest Hotels and Clubs 


PAUL GORDON | 


“THE DUKE OF WHEELING” 


Now Appearing At 


DRAKE HOTEL 


CHICAGO, ILL. 








the quality 
hoofing greatness. 


which twelve chorines cycle around 
abreast in fine precision. Six show 
girls provide semi-nude background. 

Steve Evans is rather blunt as 
m. ¢c. Shows rare judgment in 
sticking to impersonations. That’s a 
relief to local crowds tired of the 
usual m.c. blah. For a square-faced 
guy wearing tails, he’s a_ surpris- 
ingly eloquent mimic who has a 
bright line of patter. His stewed 
Polack bit is a howl. 

Knockabout stuff from Marcy Bros, 
and Beatrice provides a punchy mid- 
dle act. 

As a terp team, Dawn and Dar- 
row are slick spinners if not so fresh 
in ballroom J tricks. Red-headed 
femme looks too heavy yet 
around partner’s shoulders 
feather. When Pronner gets some- 
body to control volume-switch 
nike, Lillian Beverly will get a bet- 
ter break. Voice and rhythm songs 
pleasing, only they come out of 
amplifier too stridently. George 
Duffy’s orchestra also suffers in this 
respect. A shame since this young 
leader knows how to cue a 
excellently and dance music has been 
clicking for three months. 





floats | 
like a | 


of | 


show | 


In spite of Propner’s return as} 
managing director, together with a 
new menu set-up at more popular 


prices, business during Lent has been 
too slow. 
dinners, Propner has put in a variety 
of seven at that price. Kicks from 
some patrons about difficulty in get- 
ting ringside locations even on light 
nights might have something to do 
with slow trade. Pull. 


ROMANY MARIE’S 
(NEW YORK) 


that 
bulwark 


It’s 
Marie 


25 Romany 


of life 


years now 
has been a 
down in Greenwich Village. She’s 
just moved into new quarters in 
Grove St., just above Seventh Ave., 


her ninth move in that quarter of a | 
».3 | for a cup of coffee and sit around 


century—which isn’t so bad. 

Life has changed a lot in those 
25 years, as Marie and her adherents 
can attest. Not, in the strict sense 
of the word, a nite club, her spot 


| is nevertheless a nightly rendezvous. 


And it is the only spot of its kind 
having any background which re- 
mains. It is the only spot left which 
is an accredited stop-off ground for 
the writers, composers, painters. etc. 
Night visited, for instance, Vilhial- 
mur Stefansson and Peter Freuchen 
were telling each other stories in one 


Instead of only two $1.50 | 


bers of that art world which once 
clung around the Dome in Paris, or 
the Select, or which, further back, 
used to constantly gather in a quite 
large (then) number of Village hide- 
aways, are pretty sure to find a 
creny or two. To drink tea with, or 
split a bottle of wine with, and gos- 
sip with. 

When Marie started in the Village 
tea-room racket the Village was not 
the web of niteries it is today; it 
was the residence of a really large 
number of literati. Polly Holliday 
had a famous spot down there, then, 
and Grace Godwin, among others. 
All the spots had peculiar names, the 
Purple Cow, the March Hare, 
Mad Hatter, the Pepper Pot (that 
was really a bit later, when this spot 





the | 


became auite pop), ete. Marie’s 
spot on Christopher St., in those | 
days, was one of the top joints. Eu- 
gene O’Neill and Mary Blair were 
frequenters there. Nearby, at the | 
Mad Hatter, Willem Hendrik Van 
Loon sat for hour after hour and 
made sketches and wrote a_ book. 
Jimmy, the proprietor, listened to 


him and encouraged him, and even- 
tually married him. The book was 
eventually published. “The Story of 
Mankind’ it was, and it set Van Loon. 


It was a happy-go-lucky. mad 
world and all was well. The war 


changed a lot of that, but some of it 
clung. Louis Weitzenkorn stepped 
out of Three Steps Down and went 
to work on the N. Y. World, but Lee 
Chumley kept on and. eventually, 
ran a spot of his own with his name. 
He died only a year or so ago. 
Leon Trotzky used to hang around 
in a lot of these spots. Emma Gold- 


| man was around. Hippolyte Havil., 
| with his crazy beard, and crazier 
language, could be heard loud and 


| all night and shmoos. 


corner of the small room. Stuart | 
Davis, painter, is a frequent visitor. 
Edgar Varese, the composer, was 
running over a few bars on the 
piano. And there are always one 
or two w. k. novelists, or such, in 
and out. 


It’s the one place where the mem- 


~ New Acts 


BEA SAXON 

Songs 

8 Mins.; Full (Band Setting) 
State, N. Y. 


Impressed strongly when caught. | 


Miss Saxon was formerly teamed 
with her sister Grace in a harmony 
chanting act. Now that the latter 
has married and stepped out of show 
biz Bea Saxon continues as a sinvle. 

Performance sighted found her do- 
ing only two numbers, both rather 
long due to arrangements and added 
special lyrics, and the effect of both 
hyped by those factors. Al Siegel 
did the arranging. 


On appearance, Miss Saxon is 
slick; grooming is good. 
Male pianist accompanies. Bert. 


SAMUELS BROS. and HARRIET 

HAYES 
Dancing 
15 Mins.; One 
Stanley, Pittsburgh 

It used to be the Three Samuels 
Bros., long standard vaude act. Now 
there are only two of them and an- 
other femme, unbilled, in addition to 
Miss Haves, but turn’s essentially 
same. Addition of a little s. a. helps 
some. 

Aside from Miss Hayes’ single spot 
in a nifty acrobatic number, four of 
them have practically the same act 
the Three Samuels did for years, 
even to the costuming. They open 
with the other gal in a regulation tap 


that develops into hoke with some | 


comic falls. and, later, quartet does 
that familiar military drill, with 
laugh sidelights, going off in 
union high goosestep. 





long. Sardakichi Hartmann recited 


his own poetry by the hour. 


Slowly, as those things go, it all 
petered out. There are still a few 
such spots around. Pay a quarter 


But they’re of 
the newer vintage, without 
nificance or real meaning to the art 
world. For them there only 
Marie’s today. 

And Marie’s sign, out front, today, 
has gone the way of the wor!d, too. 
It reads Romany Marie’s Tavern. 
And Marchand, if vou insist. will 
read your palm as part of the attrac- 
tion. And a Mexican banjoist will 
play and sing. Those things don’t 
matter. Those things pay the rent— 
as, also, does the menu, in which | 
cawfee is spelled that way and 
deezerts that way. That’s for the | 
Bronx. The insiders know that the 
cooking is oke, if they want it, de- | 
spite the nomenclature. and _ that, 
more to the point, Marie knows 
where evervbody who is anybody 
in any of the arts is all over the 
world. And what they’re doing. And 
that a few strands f that world are 
pretty likely to drop in if vou sit 
down and wait. Kauf. 


MAYFLOWER CASINO | 


(CHICAGO) 
Chicago, March 20. 

Located on the far southside of | 
town, this is strictly a neighborhood 
meeting place despite attempts to | 
garner customers from all over the 
burg. It is typical of a flock of simi- 
lar places which have mushroomed 
over the entire city, and, in fact, 
throughout the nation since the re- 
turn of liquor. 

Though places like this serve regu- 
lar meals, the basis of their profits 
and business remain strictly on 
liquor sales and on a_ midnight, 
after-the-show mob rather than on 
the supper audiences. 

Seating around 300 people, it is a 
good looking layout though badly 
wired for sound. Plenty of room 
tone injures the p. a. system, and | 
there is a bad mike spill that works 
a hardship on the singers. 

Five typical small-time acts on the 
floor, and strangely enough at least 
a couple of them indicate excellent 
possibilities for better things. For 
years now the big theatres, the 
screen and the radio have been yell- 
ing that there is no place where 
new talent is developed. Well. it is 
in such cafes as this that talent will 
spring up in the future. There is 
only one danger in acts learning 
their show business ropes in these 
dine-and-danceries, and that is the 
danger they will learn to work cafe- 
sloppy. Also, there is the possibility 
of going overboard on the blue stuff. | 

These things are exemplified in the 


>) On 
Sig 


is 


the | Three Variety Boys on this show. | 


They have possibilities: they have a 


Oke hoofing act for either niteries | pleasant manner of working and a 


or presentation 
completely here. 


houses. 
Cohen, 





BILL BAILEY 
Dance 
4 Mins. 
Cotton Club, N. Y. 
Bill Bailey is a young edition of 
Bill Robinson. Looks like Bojangles 


and taps like the No. 1 Harlem 
hoofer. So much so that when Rob- 
inson had to interrupt his Cotton 
Club engagement and return to 


Hollywood for a 20th-Fox film chore, 
Bailey succeeded him and many a 
lay customer thought he was still 
seeing Robinson. 

Which, of course. speaks plenty for 
Bailey’s pedal dexterity. Besides 
which he’s in his early 20’s and has 
that bespeaks future 
In his solo spot in 
the new Cotton Club Parade he’s a 


| decided click. Abel. 


Satisfied | 800d general idea of a routine. They 


| remind, in embryo, of the old Clay- 


ton, Jackson and Durante routine. 


| With sharper style, better material, | 
the Variety Boys will have some- 


i 


thing. Also they’ve got to get away 
from the too-blue stuff. : 

In the Three Short Waves there jis 
the standard mimic trio. Rest of the 
act can be forgotten quickly except 
for the little cafes and the hideaway 
vaude spots, Edna Enrico is a hotcha 
singer with plenty of personality as 
her best sales asset. Lanny and Leta 
do a couple of tap and dance 
routines nicely. 

Best general entertainment bet on 
the show are the Four Rhythm Girls. 
who have two good numbers. They 
can play vaude without difficulty 
and make good. Especially their 
final semi-challenge routine. Good 
fast hoofing plus fine appearance 

Lou Sales heads six-piece orches- 
tra for the show and dansapation 

Gold. 


PLAZA CAFE 


(PITTSBURGH) 
Pittsburgh, March 18. 

It’s taken a long time for the strip- 
tease per se to hit the Pittsburgh 
nitery belt. In past, it’s been con- 
fined to burlesque and stags here, 
but John Magganotti, host at Plaza, 
has been smart enough to cash in on 
the reams of first-page . publicity 
that’s been accruing here of late to 
Minsky art. 

Headlining his current show is 
Trudy Di Ring, the exotic nudie who 
first came to attention on Manhat- 
tan’s 52nd street at Leon and Eddie's. 
Gal’s a looker and her undraping is 
done with plenty of style, all of 
which gives the Plaza the sort of 
selling point dowzrstairs. spot has 
needed for some time now. Miss Di 
Ring handles her torso with tanta- 
lizing accuracy—it’s a strip, it’s teas- 
ing and still not exactly a strip-tease 
as the boys have come to know that 
term in these diggings. 

Aside from her, Plaza’s entertain- 
ment is pretty modest, with skimpy 
chorus of five gals and three other 
acts. Line is at least gingery, if not 

(Continued on page T7) 
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Show People All the World Over Will 
Be Interested to Know That 


SIDNEY FISHER rai-0 


TAILOR 


(Formerly at 29, Wardour Street) 
‘s Now Located at More Commodious 
Premises at 
75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
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CLIFFORD C 
FISCHER'S 


FRENCH 


2 SHOWS NIGHTLY 






VINCENT TRAVERS 
DANCE OKCHES- 
TRAS., 


\ 














j 





—— Te 


Ce) iil a dala 





: 
t 
: 





, 
—— 
= 
— 


ue 





| 
¢ 








ct, AS 


pe 


- 


; 


, 








ened Bs 


pee 





ch otc lh aes i 


Rr tlio 





Wednesday, March 24, 1937 


——— 
= 





—____— 


MYSTICS NEW 
NITERY VOGUE 


But Magicians Defeat Their 
Showmanship by Techni- 
cal Niceties—Cafes Want 
Entertainers, Not Techai- 
cians—Hence, Few Like 
Cardini, Keating, Martin, 

Et AL., 


Miaco, 


Each Other 


TRICKS OF TRADE 


Magic acts pretty much in the dis- 
card several years ago, seem to some 
extent, to be in for a revival, par- 
ticularly in niteries. When well 
presented the black art always ranks 
as good entertainment, and is popu- 
lar with audiences, but there are a 
number of obstacles to widespread 
popularity at present. 


formers, but this has always been 
the case in this field. 

Magicians are usually their own 
worst enemies. They don’t seem to 
realize that what people want is en- 


tertainment, not tricks which are all | 


right to fool magicians with. In 
most cases the old standbys are good 
enough and it’s not what tricks are 
done but how they are presented. 
Other factors contributing to the 
scarcity of good magicians are agents 
and dealers in magical 
houses, who are responsible for the 
copy acts, and finally the public it- 
self. From the standpoint of show- 
manship there are very few magic 
acts which come up to modern 
standards. 

Magical acts fall into a few cate- 
gories, the full evening length show, 
which is practically extinct, the full 
stage illusion act, 
the large number of talkative trick- 
sters, pantomime workers, close up 
acts, and finally those who play only 
club dates. The only ones which 
count for much today are the floor 
show workers and the_ intimate 
workers as there are so few places 
full stage magic acts can play. Also 


it would be hard to name 10 magic | 


acts which play on a full stage in the 
United States today. 

Magicians are a peculiar species. 
As a group they are highly clannish. 
Usually the practising of effects re- 








OUT OF THE DEARTH 
OF COMEDY ACTS 
COMES 


AL “Whitey” ROBERTS 


(This Week, 
KROXNY., 


March 19} 
NEW YORK 
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Click— | 
Others Just Try to Baffle | 


Not the least | 
of these is the scarcity of good per- | 


supply | 


also nearly dead, | 


VAUDE 











with their own proficiency and they 
drift off into a dream world in which | 


cash audience. 
their time creating effects which will 
fool the other magics and which is 
known as magician’s magic. From 
show business point of view this is 
sheer waste of time. Like the pro- 
verbial absent-minded professor they 
are lost to the world in the depths 
of their own researches. Chief re- 
search man in the business is prob- 
ably Dai Vernon, who practically re- 





fuses any work but private engage- 
ments as it might interfere with his 
practise. His wife even calls him 


the ‘professor.’ It is generally con- 
ceded however by those in the know 
that Vernon's technique, useless as 
much of it may be commercially, is 
tops in the field. Presently Vernon 
is working on an act which has been 
booked unseen on his reputation, and 
| while there is no use 
whether it will be good or 
may be confidently 


stated that if he 


|ever produces it it will be the best | 


magic around and 
in its presentation. 


entirely original 


In a Trance, Always 


This dream world which the rab- 


bit snatchers live in explains in part | 
good ones. | 


why there are so few 
There are a lot of people with acts 
but the really good ones can be 
counted on the fingers of one hand. 

The next point to be made is that 
few agents or managers can tell a 
good act from a bad one and they 
usually don’t care. A magic act is a 
magic act and that’s all there is to it. 
It fills a spot on the bill, pays 10% 
|so why worry. The agents instead 
of being interpreters of public taste 
offer anything they can sell. The 
public being obliged to take what it 
gets, winds up willynilly by liking 
what they get. Not only don’t the 
| agents know, but the public doesn’t 
Anybody who pleases 
although a good act will | 


| know either. 
can get by, 
stand out. 





about the magician on a program 
than any other act, even though 


| they seldom can remember his name. | 


Even the magicians don’t seem to 
be able to tell a good act 
bad one, or at least that’s the 
pression given by their trade paper 
The pages of any magical society’s 
house organ carries reviews of the 
shows put on by the various magical 
societies at their meetings through- 
out the country. 
descriptions every act is a fine act. 
There is never a word of criticism 
expressed and these papers have the 
most hypocritical reviewers in print. 
not that the reviewers don’t 
better: they just don’t dare 
anything that smacks of 


| It’s 
know 
express 


an honest piece about the average 


It’s 
fine 


left the day 
| just not done. 
act.’ 

The two outstanding performers 
of recent years in the magic field 
have undoubtedly been Fred Keat- 
ing and Cardini. The former made 
the old bird trick famous and _ it, 
in turn, made him famous as 


after publication. 
Every act is ‘a 








FIRST NEW YORK 
CHARLOTTE 


“The most unusual 


A few 


of beauty that impresses you the 


NEW YORK EVENING JOURNAL 
May 26, 1936 


THE VOICE OF BROADWAY 
By Louis Sobel 
“At the Hollywood Restaurant a 
dance team, consisting of a girl of 


Startling beauty and a 
young man who looked like an 


Petty conception of the typles 

American athlete, Women around us 
were in a semi-swoon as_ they 
watched him gracefully swing his 
he autiful young partner around 
These two were Charlotte and 
Charles Lamberton.” 





CURTIS and ALLEN AGENCY, 


THEATRE APPEARANCE 


LAMBERTON 


LOEW’S STATE, New York, This Week (March 17th) 


comments from the New 
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS 
BROADWAY 


York Press 
(MAY 2%, 1936) 
By Ed. Sullivan 
“Nothing in town so attention arresting as the dancing team of Charlot 
Lamberton and her brothe1 The rl is the most stuns it 
town of ours. The brother is a tall, fine looking youngste Hoth are red 
headed She is a Janet Gaynor typ but nuctl more bexautitul he ¢f ‘ 
lonzer you stare 
DAILY MIKKOK 


handsome | 
artist } 


NEXT WEEK (March 26th) LOEW'S. MONTREAL 


2 1} Manaker, 
Persona RKO Building, Kadio City, 


and CHARLES 


team in America 


| EW YORK 


January 21, 1956 


| Walter Winchell on Broadway 


“The outstanding novelty at the 
Hlolly wood Restaurant s Charlotte 
Lamberton ‘ newcomer to the 
street. We have never me her per- 

ce before we mean, Charlotte 


lis one of the most beautiful persons 
lin the town, an eve-filling figure,too 
Her nterpretlve n ib Son 
thing te applaud 


Iriing Shernan 


New York 








sults in their becoming enraptured | became 


‘the trick’s the thing’ rather than the | ja brilliant pantomimist, 
Many of them spend | 


predicting | 
bad, it | 


from a! 
im- | 


According to these | 


criticism. Anyone who tried to write | 


magic show wouldn't have a friend | 


he | 


| 


| Before 


' 


| tremely 
| artists, 


associated with it. Keating 


| was primarily liked for his pres- 
| entation and amusing patter. Cardini, 
made his 


reputation with cards, 
| billiard balls and his 
of showmanship. 
Both of these acts 
ly copied, causing 


cigarets 
unique style 
extensive- 
intra-trade 
these perform- 


were 
much 
bitterness. Neither of 
ers invented or originated the 
with which they became associated, 
but what they did create was a style 
of performance. Keating used. to say 
about one which pretty much 
duplicated his that the performer 
might just as well use his picture 
in front of the house, as he used 
everything else, including the 
| ter. It was said that he sent 
performer his picture as a gesture 
of how he felt about it. Cardini has 
been approached by amateurs after 
his performance wo say, ‘I know 
|all about your act except this 
move. Will you teach this?’ 


tricks 


act 


me 
Alikes 

those who work in 
Cardini style are Paul Duke, 
|neran (Carlyle) Miaco (who, inci- 
| dentally, is a mute) and Tommy 
| Martin. The latter is not stricfly in 
this classification, 
| tricks. Martin, in turn, 
from copying in the following way: 
A feature of Martin’s act was the 
production of a real egg which ap- 
peared after a piece of paper 


Among 
F in- 


| bounced on a fan and was trans- | 
| formed into the shape of an egg. | 
| This effect while not original with | 
| Martin and quite old, was never- 


theless revived by him and he be- 
came associated with it. Immediately 
the dealers in magical supply houses 
| began receiving orders for the egg 
| trick, and many of the 
work in this style have copied it. 
The amateurs and _ semi-profes- 
sionals catch every act as it comes 
along, see a trick they like and then 
go to the dealers for it. If the dealer 
can’t supply it, he makes up some- 


the trick can’t be 
everybody does it, 
usually not nearly as well. Who is 
to blame is hard to say. The agents 
| hear about an act, think that cigarets 
or bouncing eggs is all there is to 
magic, and refuse to book a 
former who doesn’t have those ef- 
fects. When Keating was hot, the 
same thing happened. Everybody had 
to do the bird trick. So naturally, the 
boys go around to the dealers, buy 
the effect and incorporate the mate- 


|} and the result is 
| protected and 


rial into their .own acts. 
| One reason for the many imi- 
| tations of magic acts is that the 


agents instead of promoting a fine 
act, often try to induce the act to 
take less money, to make it easier 
| to sell, and if they fail in this, will 
book a similar act. As for selling 
effects, the dealers who are in the 
merchandising business, not the busi- 





|ness of protecting acts, can't be 
i blamed for selling the tricks. They 
|simply satisfy whatever demand 


else create 
will probably always go 
and though it is a sub- 
ject seldom touched on, outside the | 
mystics’ circles, it causes a great 
deal of rancor. Perhaps because 
many magicians have else to | 
talk about, but these are the facts. | 
Keating left magic to turn | 
actor and go in pictures, he was ex- | 
bitter about his fellow | 
since there was hardly aj} 
magician in the country who wasn't 
performing the bird cage trick. Their | 


there is, or 
Copy 
on in Magic, 


acts 


it’s 
little 


'answer was: ‘Well, why not? He! 
didn’t invent it. 
Supply Houses 

The magical supply houses are 
principally in New York, Boston, 
| Philadeiphia. Chicago and on the 
Coast. There are about a half dozen 
in New York, but in recent years 
the most important one has been 
Max Holden’s. The Hornmann Magic 
shop, which is owned by Frank Du- | 
crot and combines 40 other shops, | 
including Martinka’s, is the oldest 
in tradition and in length of years 
established. Holden, however, has 
had the most progressive business 


and conducts it with his wife’s help. 

Part of running such a_ supply 
house is to provide a clubhouse for 
magicians where they gather on Sat- 


urday afternoons. Every Saturday, | 
. | 
in any city where there is such a} 
firm, the local magis gather to dis- | 


cuss shop and swap ideas and tricks. | 
They seldom buy anything, but pro- 


vide atmosphere by just hanging | 
around. Magis love to hang around, | 


In Philadelphia they gather at a 


and | 


pat- | 
the | 


one | 


the | 


but does do cigaret | 
has suffered | 


was | 


acts which | 


} hat 2 SZ 4 
People usually talk more | thing that will give the same effect 


per- | 


—NETE CLUBS 
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INSIDE STUFF ON MAGIS © 


13th street cafeteria and stay there 
| from one o'clock until dawn every 
| night in the year. In New York it’s 
| about twice a month until 2 or 3 a.m. 
in a w.k. 34th street restaurant, over 
a cup of coffee. 

A new magic store was opened this 
month in New York by U. F. (Gen- 
eral) Grant, from Pittsfield, Mass. He 


has taken quarters on 42d street, one 
block from Holden’s,and now magis 
have two places to hang around 
| Store has lots of display space and 
magis have been discussing the 
question whether it would cut into 


Holden’s business 


The old retailing axiom about the 
customer being always right is some- 
thing new to the Holdens, who do 
'a large mail order business and 
this will probably not be affected. 
But the local club spirit of Saturday 
|afternoons may, especially since 


| the magis to sit on and a friendlier 

| atmosphere.. Holden was the first 

store that eve! installed chairs 

Prior to that the customers always | 
| stood up for the entire afternoon. | 
| He once had .: feud of several years’ 
| standing with Al Baker, who con- 
| ducted a shop for a time, but this 
| was mended when the latter closed 
up several years back. Latter is one 


| of the most popular club performers 
| in the business today. 
Dunninger’s Routine 

One performer dissassociates him- 
self from the rest of the magical 
tribe and practically has a clan of 
his own. This is Joseph Dunninger, 
mentalist, whom Frances Rockefeller 
King books into many club engage- 
ments at fees reported to be very 
high. 
a full evening's length show which 
is believed to have been backed par- 
tially by Miss King and which 
dropped a pile of dough. It is re- 
ported that he is voluntarily working 
off his indebtedness to her at present. 





Dunninger, whose work is not} 
much different from that of any | 
other magi, sells himself with a 

show technique, and 


gets across. He explains to his audi- 
ences that he is proud of the fact 
that he is not associated with any 
| magicians’ organizations, particu- 
larly the Society of American Magi- 
| cians, which he thinks is a rap. 

| To all practical purposes the So- 
ciety of American Magicians is in 
reality little more thar a lodge. It 
is well off financially. Outside of its 
meetings and its occasional shows, 


| 

| 

| ° . 

| noisy medicine 
| 

| 


for the professional performer. Its 
chief value is as a social and fra- 
ternal order 
over the country. 

The ineptitude of the society for 
practical purposes was demonstrated 
several years ago when it was unable 





the demand. | 


been more successful with pictures 


Grant has davenports and sofas for | 


Some years ago he took out| 


however, it doesn’t accomplish much | 


and it has branches all | 


to stop the exposure of tricks by) 
Camel cigarettes, though it made | 
strenuous efforts to do so. It has | 


a - ——— 


,and tries to fight every film con- 
taining exposures. Its members 
| pledge themselves not to reveal any 
of the secrets, yet one of the most 
prominent went along on the Camel 
series and was mildly reprimanded 
but never expelled. Suit brought 
against Camels by Horace Goldin 
regarding exposure of his ‘Sawing a 
Woman in still pending in 
the courts. 

Peculiarly 


Two’ is 


enough, amateurs headed 


the society for some time. Principal 
reason is that few professional ma- 
gicians have the time or the admin« 


istrative ability to handle the job, 
and that the tendency would be to 
exploit the position for personal ben- 
efit. Present head of New York 
membership is Julien J. Proskauer, 
| who conducts a big printing business. 
For many years it was under the 
presidency of Bernard M. L. Ernst, 
an amateur, who became interested 
| through handling Houdini’s legal 
work and was a most ad- 
ministrator. The original founders 
were two New York physicians. 
The Academy of the Art of Magic, 
formed last year, is the abracadabra 
world’s so-called Legion of Honor. 
It’s an attempt on the part of a few 
magicians, mostly close-up workers, 
who wanted to go exclusive, as they 
| resented to some extent being classed 
with all the amateurs in the S. A. M., 

S. A. M. provides a lot of social 
fun, however, and every member 
| certainly gets his money's worth for 
the dues paid. 


successful 


| Nitery Placements 


| Naomi Warner, 
George Redman's 
Dome, Los Angeles. 
Mark Cook replaced Wayne Shel- 
ton as warbler at the Cinebar cafe 
in Hollywood, Calif. 


Gus Van has moved from the Cen- 


torcher, has joined 
band at QOmars 


tury Club, Hollywood, to the Casa- 
|nova there. He's co-billed with 
Loretta Lee, N. Y. radio singer. 


Prima’s New Spot 


New Orleans, March 23. 
Leon Prima, brother of Louis, will 
close his Shim Sham club in the 
French quarter Saturday (27) and 
open on same night his swank Pent- 
| house on lakefront here. Sammy 
Cohen, comedian, will be featured. 
Almerico’s Arcadians will provide 
the music for first few weeks, after 
| Which Prima plans to bring several 
| name bands. 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. | 


Radio City Music Hall's current 
stage show is in three unrelated sec- 
tions, pretentious and colorful, but, 
with only one exception, slow and 
never very penetrating of audience- 
emotions. Show’s lone interlude of 
sock proportions is also comprised 
of an entertainment style that’s been 
quite foreign to the Rockefellers’ 
showplace, namely, hillbillies. But 
it isn’t the latter (the M. H. male 
glee club) who register the click so 
much as the eccentric dancing of the 
vaude vet, Art Frank, show’s only 
outside act this- week. 

Van Lindhe is credited with di- 
recting “The Hill Billies’ section of 
the three-part show, and he does a 
fine job of building up to Frank’s 
solo hoofing in front of the rustic 
choral group. All of Frank’s three 
routines register with the crowd, his 
topper being the impression of a 
modern hotcha singer, and the half- 
house gave him a swell sendoff. Spe- 
cial music and lyrics by Maurice 
Baron and Albert Stillman help 
greatly the illusion that the glee 
club boys are from the Virginia hills. 

Stillman’s lyric coupled with Kay 
Swift’s music also build up to the 
opening scene, ‘The Trojan Horse.’ 
Robert Landrum does the comedy 
vocalizing in front of the traveler, 
which parts for a setting and dance 
by the Rockettes that’s a constant 
repeat at the M. H. Actually the 
line’s routine is Russell Markert’s 
military drill, only in this instance 
girls carry spears instead of muskets 
as they come out of the big prop. 

Show’s finale is ‘The Dance of the 
Hours.’ ballet to the music*from ‘La 
Gioconda,’ which is also a repeat for 
the M. H. The graceful Nicholas 
Daks and Betty Bannister do the 
duo terpsing with Florence Rogge’s 
toe corps, augmented for the blow- 
off by the Rockettes. Colorful cos- 
tuming and excellent lighting high- 
light this section. 

Erno Rapee leads the Music Hall 
symph in the ‘Poet and Peasant’ 
overture, a classic that’s alse pretty 
standard in the Radio City theatre, 
to get under way the 38 minutes of 
stace and orchestra melange. 

Pic currently is Joe E. Brown’s 


starrer, ‘When's Your Birthday?’ 
(RKO). Biz light opening night 
(Thursday ). Scho. 


Embassy Newsreels, N. Y. 


Nightmarish disaster that oc- 
curred Friday (19) in New Lon- 
don, Texas, when the high school 
exploded was added to the Em- 
bassy reels over the week-end. 

Paramount leads off with a cap- 
tion recognizing that this close- 
up of human terror and suffering 
‘is not entertainment and is not 
offered as such.’ Comment both 
for Par and the Pathe follew-up 
is subdued and reverential in the 
face of something beyond the 
power of words. 

Pathe is the more detailed and 
has eye-witness accounts. Several 
boys, a father who saw his own 
child among the ruins, a mother 
who thanks God for saving her 
children, are among the citizens 
who speak for Pathe: 

Shot that is most eloquent is the 
slab of granite that was flung 
through the air and demolished an 
automobile parked nearby. Both 
reels had that. Speed with which 
the event was covered and the de- 
veloped negative unspooled 1,000 
miles away in Times Square is an- 
other example of reels operat- 
ing at their maximum best. It’s 
such fine work as this that ex- 
cuses some of the press agent 
plants that clutter ’em up. Here, 
of course, is emotional voltage. the 
blow that stuns. 

Hospital stuff. views of the piled 
uv coffins waiting their woung vic- 
tims, the numbed - with - anquish 
porents and bystanders, the tan- 
aled mass of snlinters the school- 


books left on desks—it’s plenty 
heartache. About eight minutes 
in all. 

Then into the comparatively 


pleasant matter of sitdown strikes. 





Reels are edited this week to go to 


pest in the following rotation: 


Sit-down strikes, Supreme Court, 
St. Patrick’s Day, Spain, Yachting 


prevarations, Royalty. 
Which 


stuff 
There’s a 


predominates 


round out the hour. 


No identification of the first clip 
into the 
Only the voice of Jean Paul 
King tags it. Sit-down stuff is shown 
in some detail, mostly Detroit and 
Massing of pickets and 
some huge crates full of nuts and 
bolts used as barricades brings allu- 
sions to possible violence. Comment 
is neutral, unless the word ‘hysteria,’ 
as used to describe the spread of sit- 


from Hearst. 
action. 


Just right 


Chrysler. 


downs, might be picked on. 


Roosevelt versus Copeland, Burke, 
Hoover and a couple of others is the 
line-up on the Supreme Court issue. 
Nieht caught, they listened to the 
Senators, but Hoover drew a derisive 
reaction which students of propa- 
ere might read as proof that his 

ing against the proposed changes 
would not particularly strengthen 


treated by Pathe and 
and 


that side. 
Spain is 


Paramount, with the horror 


is probably about right, 
considering that filler and who-cares 
otherwise. 
‘Stranger Than Fiction’ 
from Universal and ‘Quaint Quebec’ 
in color from Jim Fitzpatrick to 


human stupidity of the whole mess 
again made manifest. Here is emo- 
tional heart-tug that has not failed 
to excite sympathy, applause and 
hisses for the past six months or 
longer in the newsreels. Animated 
map accompanies the clips to sug- 
gest the nature and extent of the 
naval blockade. 


Pathe and Par again team on 
preparations for the English-Ameri- 
can siooping event this summer. 
They start at the spinning looms and 
show the making of the sails in con- 
siderable detail. Footage is pretty 
long on this and there’s some repe- 
tition between the two releases. 


Baseball training by the sundry 
big league crews in their assorted | 
quarters is strictly regulation. 

Lew Lehr is offscreen all the way | 
in his 20th specialty this week. Prof. 
I. M. Nuts, Universal’s answer to the 
one-man trend of newsreel come- 
dians, takes the laugh honors with a 
gadget for dunking doughnuts. 


Cute things in hats constitute the 
fashion contribution. There’s an 
alligator strapped to an aeroplane 
flying over Miami and an NBC-Cole 
Bros. publicity stunt involving lions, 
among other things that don’t seem 
worth itemizing. Land. 


ALHAMBRA, PARIS 


Paris, March 11. 
An amateur contest tops this one 
and gives the nickel seats a chance 


to give themselves a good workout. 
Americans are billed high on the 
program, with Fred Sanborn tak- 
ing the lead on a card which in- 
cludes the Monroe Brothers, the 
Keene Twins, Vic. and Lamar and 
Joe Ortnes and partner. Show is 
slow getting started but finishes 
strong. 


Trio Volair, three French aerial 
acrobats, open with some fair tricks. 
Two members play straight, other 
does a drunk, which draws only 
fairly. He clicks best when he pulls 
drinks in glasses out of his pockets 
after doing stunts in the air. Two 
straights draw well fer what they 
do, but nothing extraordinary. 


Gillette and Richards do a dance 
routine. Short opening number is 
followed by the male portion doing 
a fair solo on a banjo. Girl also 
does a solo, and they double in a 
waltz number in which she tries to 
insert some comedy via rhumba 
shakes. Act is far from tops and the 
changes are jerky. 


Jacqueline Claude, French  so- 
prano, follews. Her voice is strong 
and clear and goes well with the 
very French songs she offers. First 
act that really catches, she-is called 
back for more. 


Monroe Brothers make the first 
appearance for the American con- 
tingent. Their first time in France, 
they should be good for other trips. 
Comic uses his laugh while trying 
to talk to good advantage, although 
the audience could not understand 
his French when he did get some- 
thing out. Laugh is liked, however, 
and fast movement draws well. 


Mauricet, French comic, comes 
next. His is the usual French act of 
| its type, with stcries and songs based 
on politics and world events. He 
razzes politicians and their works 
and finishes by roasting Tino Rossi. 
Seen here not too long ago, but liked 
and okay. 


Keene Twins, Vic and Lamar, fol- 
low with their tap acrobatic routine. 
Opener with the entire troupe is 
fair, and gives way to some good 
stepping by the two males. Twins 
return with some interesting and 
well-executed acrobatic dancing, 
while the entire troupe closes with 
acrobatics. 

Freddie Sanborn closes the first 
half to the best hand of the bracket, 
if not the gntire show. French of 
Sanborn’s partner is bad, which de- 
tracts from the act. Silent clown- 
ing of Sanborn needs no language, 
however, and he makes his xylo- 
phone speak for itself. His busy 
manner and continued action an- 
swers the French conception of 
Americans and he is repaid accord- 
ingly. 

Joe Ortnes and Partner open the 
second half with good balancing and 
juggling. Windup is done with spin- 
ning illuminated hoops which are 
lighted against a dark background, 
which catches best results of all. 

Billed as the 12 Liazeed Arabs, 
there were only 10 in this acrobatic 
troupe in the show caught. One girl 
in the troupe works right along with 
the men and supports lower parts 
of the pyramids. They’ve worked 
mostly in America and go over well. 

Amateur contest, last number, is 
presented by Joe Bridge. Regular 
Major Bowes set-up, gong and all. 
From 12 to 15 would-be artists are 
given a trial each night. Prizes are 
$37.50, $22.50 and $15 nightly, with 
grand prizes consisting of $150, $75 
and $45 to be awarded at the finals, 
in two weeks. 

All but one of the tyros on the 
night caught were singers. Five 
judges volunteer from the audience. 
Any act not liked is howled down 
or off the stage long before the gong 
rings. Although male contestants 
led by two to one, a girl won the 
top prize on the night viewed. Piano 
is the only accompaniment given the 
amateurs. 


Serge Giykson in the pit. Mile. 





A B C, PARIS 


Paris, March 7. 
Getting back to straight music- 
hall, Mitty Goldin has a well-bal- 
anced bill this time, with a French 
favorite at the top. Chaz Chase and 
Lela Moore are the only Americans 
on the program and both are well 
liked. Marie Dubas, whose songs 
are French to the nth degree and 
liked almost as well, leads on re- 
turns, with the Yanks and Pierre 
Dac close behind. 
Lena and Dora, two French femme 
singers, open with three bits of har- 
mony. Good but badiy placed as an 
Fair applause, however. 


opener. e 
Following is Max-Martel, French 
comedian. He cpens with gab of the 


usual music-hall type, to go into a 


song, and finally impersonations. 
Using only cotton, he sticks it on his 
face to satirize various personalities 
of Europe. Gets best results with 
his Hitler. Act moves, and was 
liked. 

Ghezzi Bros. follow with control 
acrobatics. Routine calls for some 
difficult head-and-hand balancing, 


which is well presented. Finish with 
a sock dance on their hands. 

Lela Moore, first of the Americans 
to appear, does her half and half 
dance. Half of her body dressed as 
a man, other half as a woman. She 
opens with some realistic love-mak- 
ing on a park bench, to follow with 
a dance, during which she presents 
herself with a bracelet and then re- 
turns to the bench for more love. 
Novelty and convincing presentation 
of the act put it over, but the audi- 
ence here was a bit uncertain of 
what it was all about at first. 
Jacques Tati is next with a sports 
routine. Goes through all the mo- 
tions of tennis, lacrosse and football 
to music. Follows this with imitation 
of a boxer in his first fight, a man 
fishing, and trick horse-rider, his 
legs moving as the front legs of the 
horse would. He is graceful enough 
and has a good comedy sense, but 
it is all a bit thin. 

Marie Dubas closes the first half 
with songs of every type. Beginning 
with comedy, she gets more and 
more serious, to end by offering two 
very slow, sad love songs. Her voice 
changes fittingly and lighting effects, 
better than most in France, help a 
lot. To get off, she had to shake her 
head, stamp her foot and run. 
Willardy opens the second half 
with some lighted cigarette magic. 
He is baffling enough. Follows the 
cigarette routine by putting a canary, 
an egg and a lemon in paper bags on 
one table and an orange in a bag on 
the other. Peels the orange to find 
the lemon, peels the lemon to find 
the egg, and the canary hops out of 
the egg when it is broken. 

Begging off because of a cold, 
Pierre Dac, old favorite with French 
audiences, cut his act short. Only 
one story, a song and a list of cracks, 
mostly hinging on politics. Dac is 
nearly always a good attraction in 
this town; his songs in dead-pan are 
good for plenty of laughs. 

Victor Gille, French pianist who 
comes from a family of composers, 
follows with selections from Chopin. 
Although a classical pianist seems a 
bit out of place, he makes a nice 
break between two comedians. Holds 
the house well and the breathing 
spell is appreciated. 

Chaz Chase eats, dances and bathes 
his way to best returns in the sec- 
ond half. First time in Paris this 
year, he has been here often enough 
in the past for his act to be known 
and liked. Pantomime, always liked 
by the French, makes this act sure- 
fire, even though there is lots of 
comedy on the bill. 

Short one-act comedy with Maris 
Dubas and Pierre Dac taking the 
leads is the closer. Thin, but funny. 

Lionel Cazeaux in the pit, Mlle. 
Oleo announcing. Hugo. 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, March 19. 

After a succession of name band 
bookings on its stage. Hippodrome 
is trying a unit to stimulate Holy 
Week biz and, from looks of house 
opening show, move is a good one. 
‘Folies d’Amour,’ Nick Boila’s latest 
effort, is the bill, and satisfactory. 
Show, which runs all of one hour, 
is replete with showmanship and en- 
tertainment, thanks to the inclusion 
of such standards as Joe and Jane 
McKenna and the Novelle Bros. and 
a clean-looking and well-mounted 
production. 

Opening brings on line of 12 gals 
working in front of permanent set- 
up of femme band of four sax, four 
brass and three rhythm, plus leader, 
who fronts the outfit, taking her 
stick-weaving cues from the pianist. 
It’s an above-the-average aggrega- 
tion musically, and they whang out 
a good show with plenty of tone 
throughout. 

Wilford Dubois, juggler, using ten- 
nis racket and balls, billiard ball 
rack and cue and coins, starts the 
proceedings with a good routine, 
working easily and selling nicely. 
Milton Blakely, tenor, follows to fair 
returns, bringing on a_ parade 
number, gals coming down both 
sides of bandstand from rear plat- 
form. Ballroom team, the Curries, 
in. a waltz, capably sold. 

Brief close-in, with scrim, spots 
Sally and Bobo, girl and a d ina 
short turn, followed by the iovaie 
Bros. in French uniforms and put- 
ting over their usual! sock routine of 
acrobatics and fiddling. Line num- 





Regine Grandes announces. Hugo. 


ber introduces Lorraine Damon as 


an Oriental, evidently under wraps 
for family trade here. Okay, though, 
and a perfect spot for Joe and Jane 
McKenna, who go right to town. 
Comedy adagio is highlight of turn. 


Band takes over with medley, and 
gais really séli. Must have sturdy 
lips to play an hour show four times 
a day, but they come through, and 
deserve the solid hand they get. An- 
other line number brings back the 
Curries in a modernistic bolero, and 
the Novelles, now in tux, in the sure- 
fire bird routine, which never fails. 
Flashy finale, with gals beating on 
drums, closes matters nicely. 

Film is ‘When’s Your Birthday?’ 
(RKO). Burm. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, March 20. 

House back to straight acts again, 
but has mixed in enough local talent 
to keep it far from routine. Most 
novel stunt is return of Talbot Has- 
lett, who went from same stage to 
Earl Carroll’s ‘Sketch Book,’ before 
newsreel. Turn, done in two against 
a black drop, is a la concert, with 
baritone going over nicely with ‘Song 
of Vagabond’ and ‘Show Boat’ med- 
ley. 

With overture, this time dressed 
up by Evelyn Sheridan, pleasant 
local warbler, also preceding news, 
possible monotony of virtually seven 
successive acts is overcome. 

Regular bill gets under way with 
eight Helen Reynolds Skaters who 
flash non-stop routine of whirls and 
variations. Next is Arthur Reilly, 
local newscaster, who does spiel 
through lighted opening in backdrop. 
Making surprisingly satisfactory in- 
terlude. 

Wini Shaw, on next, sells sophis- 
tication-plus via ‘De-lovely’ and “Too 
Marvelous for Words,’ giving them 
‘Lady in Red’ as her traditional en- 
core. Stone and Lee follow with 
chatter backing » song-dance-trom- 
bone-piano business, all as sure-fire 
as it is bearded. 


Billy Wells and Four Fays finish 
show with fast succession of single 
and double comedv acrobatic dances. 
Routine could be cut in half with- 
out losing anything so far as Cap 
crowd was concerned. 

Pic is ‘Espionage’ (Metro). | 

Craig. 


STANLEY, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, March 19. 
Really only three acts here this 
week but they’re spread out to look 
like more. Johnny Hamp and his 
orch featured, so it’s chiefly a band 
show, with the Samuels Bros. turn 
sandwiched in and only Stepin 
Fetchit working apart from others. 
He’s still doing his bit in one, the 
only break in the full stage set-up. 
Average presentation, nothing dis- 
tinctive, but moderately satisfactary. 
For Hamp, new to movie houses, it's 
a nice window display but there are 
still flaws in his showmanship that 
must be corrected if he’s going to 
make a play for theatre bookings. 
Musically, outfit gets by with enoygh 
to spare but his manner of presen- 
tation smacks too much of dance 
spots. One instance is that ‘Goona 
Goo’ number. Hamp explains it’s 
a new recording of theirs and then 
proceeds in exactly the manner it 
was done for the discs. In a mike 
or on wax, a gal starting it off with 
a trill of the title and then break- 
ing in again a couple of minutes 
later with a full chorus is all right, 
but on a stage it looks clumsy when 
she steps out front at the start, then 
sits down again and marches back 
after a verse. Same with one of 
Hamp’s male vocalist announced for 
‘Sylvia’ and then doesn‘t step down 
until number has been gone through 
once. Maestro could have simply 
mentioned the tune and then in- 
terpolated an introduction right be- 
fore singer got under way. 


They’re minor flaws, to be sure, 
but Hamp should watch them early 
in the game rather than later. His 
novelty numbers, while hardly orig- 
inal, are fairly effective—in turn 
that hoke fan dance by three of the 
boys, which has been done to death, 
by the way; the imitations of various 
name bands, and a brief take-off on 
the amateur hour. Carries three 
vocalists, one John McAfee, doubles 
in sax, Jack Campbell and Millicent 
Hope. Latter a striking brunette 
leaning to the crooning blues style 
and makes neat appearance. 


Samuels Bros. (New Acts) and 
their two femme partners split their 
turn into three sessions and all of 
it flashy hoofology presented smartly. 
Their last appearance follows Fet- 
chit, back here for second time in 
less than a year with exactly the 
same routine. 

Cinema lazybones might dig up 
some new material for his p.a.’s 
since he’s been working the thing 
to death, not only on the stage but 
on his guest shots on network pro- 
grams. Only alteration is the finish. 
in which he’s wheeled on in a cart 
to take a bow. 

Curtains come in on MHamp’s 
themer but should arrive at end of 
the Samuels flashy finale, a more 
logical finish. Dave Broudy’s ork in 
pit plays only a single pop tune in 
what's supposed to pass for an over- 
ture. Flicker ‘John Meade’s Woman’ 
(Par), with Betty Boop cartoon and 
Par newsreel rounding out. Biz just 
fair, with little more than half down- 





stairs and sparse balcony. Cohen. 
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ROXY, N. Y. 


Four short turns are sandwiched 
in between two numbers by the 
house line of girls and it’s called a 
stage show, .with the mixture 
dragged out to 40 minutes of running 
time. Friday night found the at- 
tendance good, but the enthusiasm 
for the stage proceedings slender. 
‘Breezing Home’ (U) is the main 
screen event. 

Following an introductory tap 
routine by the girls, two opening acts 
are put on in succession. First it’s 
the diverting Carlton Emmy and his 
pooches and then Motter and Davis, 
two lads of the body beautiful cali- 
bre, who carry on with a series of 
smoothly and deftly devised hand 
and leg stands. More acrobatics de- 
rive from the next turn, Al ‘Whitew’ 
Roberts. Latter also tries gagging 
and plate juggling, but the real kick 
of his act lies in his clog acrobatics, 
with the interpolation of rope skip- 
ping making them that much more 
difficult and interesting. 

Finale presents the line in a whirl 
of capes and rhinestone umbrellas 
and the team of Harris, Claire and 
Shannon, two young women and a 
male, hit it up colorfully if not quite 
expertly on such ballroom gyrations 
as the tango, the waltz adagio and 
plain lowdown hop-skipping with a 
dame perched on either arm. 

Odec. 


ST. LOUIS, ST. L. 


St. Louis, March 18. 

With Fanchon & Marco’s down- 
town de luxer, Ambassador, having 
discontinued stage shows Thursday 
(18), St. Louis becomes only house 
in town with combo policy, and high 
quality of bills offered every week 
should put theatre in the heavy 
sugar soon. Bills offered are among 
best ever seen here, and current pro- 
gram runs 75 min., about 14 min. 
over average running time. 


Novelty occurs at start, when 
Roxyettes come on and, while doing 
a tap routine, cut up pieces of folded 
paper and, when completed, exhibit 
a double cutout of Johnny Perkin:. 
m.c., now in his eighth week, which 
are distributed to mob out froni. 
Perkins gags with line and iniro- 
duces Van Cello and Mary Make- 
trick. Former, in tails, does a nice 
novelty foot juggling turn and wins 
bows. 

In next slot is Bobby Short, a nine- 
year-old Negro. Youngster is an 
ivory tickler and warbler, and wows 
‘em by warbling ‘It’s a Sin to Tell a 
Lie,’ also a piano number from ‘Saim- 
son and Delilah,’ and, for an encore, 
sings ‘Rhythm in My Nursery 
Rhymes.’ 

Next come Bobby Tomson, Betty 
Lewis, Vivian Rhien and Frances 
Bennett of line, and gals do nice 
close harmony with ‘Swing High. 
Swing Low,’ and a tap bit as balance 
of line comes on for a smart routine. 
Jack Prince, who copped week’s en- 
gagement by winning amateur con- 
test several weeks ago and is h.o. 
by virtue of audience demand, is on 
next. He sings ‘The Night Is Young 
and You're So Beautiful’ and 
‘Dinah’ and, after flock of bows. 
comes back for ‘Star Dust.’ Patrons 
also insisted that Perkins sing chorus 
of ‘Star Dust.’ 

Freddy Lightner, brother of Win- 
nie, and Rosella McQueen come on 
for 10 minutes of foolery between 
themselves and later with Perkins. 
Pair sing special number, and turn 
ends with a bit of soft-shoe hoofing. 
This brings show up to Park and 
Clifford, hand balancers, with Per- 
kins assisting for laughs. 

Balancers do some of their stuff on 
a platform behind the venetian blind 
as line does a colorful disk routine. 
Coming on to apron for rest of rou- 
ting synchronized with Joe Winters’ 
tooters, Park and Clifford scored 
with every bit, with Perkins taking 
part in comedy parts. Line returns 
for another routine, with principals 
all coming on for a final bow. Screen 
offers ‘On the Avenue’ (20th). Biz 
good. Sahu. 


TABOR, DENVER 


Denver, March 20. 

When the Tabor brought back 
vaude they started with seven acts. 
but now they have chopped it to 
five, but so long as the audience 
thinks it’s a good show, that's suffi- 
cient. Crowd at the Saturday show 
caught was good. 

Opens with the Harrisons, comedy 
and bicycle act. Comedy opening. 
then the femme does some difficult 
pedestal work followed by both 
working on the bike together. Okay 
for opener. Baldwin and Bristol. 
cop and bartender, give the crowd 
oldtime songs and chatter. It’s an 
oldtime vaude act with plenty of 
hoke, burlesqued melodrama, and 
they get a good hand. Reams and 
Fancheon are a neat dance team, 
with their best being a number with 
their right and left legs chained to- 
gether, respectively, dancing tandem 
to the tune of the ‘Prisoner’s Song. 

Milton Wolf has the m. c. job and 
does an impersonation act, with re- 
lated bits. He also taps. Aerial La 
Zellas, in a balancing act, close the 
show. 

Customers, at 
money’s worth here. 


least, get their 
Three hours 


and 18 minutes of stage and screen. 
Feature, three shorts, and news make 
up the screen end, and the top 1s 
only two bits. Bose. 
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CERVANTES, N. Y. 


(MYSTERIES OF FU-CHAN) 


David Bamberg, whose father, 
Theo. Bamberg (Okito) and grand- 
father were famous magicians, carries 
on the family tradition under the 
name Fu-Chan with a show adver- 
tised as the ‘greatest magical ex- 


travaganza ever -presented in the 
United States. In contrast with 
others who have made similar 


claims, this is substantiated by the 
show, which contains some of the 
most elaborate costumes and _ stage 
decor ever. gathered together for 
this type of performance. 

It has been successfully playing in 
Latin American countries and is re- 
liably reported to have raked in a 
lot of dough there. Currently it is 
presented in a Spanish picture 
house, entirely in Chinese costume, 


with Fu-Chan talking Spanish, 
though he speaks English well and 
was born in Brooklyn. Intention 


reported is to switch gradually into 


English as soon as assistants can 
learn the language. 
Fu-Chan is an ingratiating and 


personable young man with a very 
agreeable manner. He 
member in direct line of a family 
who have been magicians since the 
18th century. His first performance 
here was on Friday (19) and 
off smoothly. 


Show opens with production of 
Fu-Chan himself from a large book, 
first shown empty. Leaves are 
turned by assistants revealing pic- 
tures of other performers who as- 


sume the Chinese robes, after which | 


Fu-Chan steps out. Then follow a 
series of production tricks, ducks, 
bowls of water, flowers, goldfish, silk 
handkerchiefs, and the like. The 
handkerchief productions are par- 
ticularly well done. Several sucker 
tricks common to this type of show 
are included such as the vanishing 
ducks and paper tearing. An attrac- 
tive dancer is produced from a large 
pazoda, after which Fu-Chan pro- 
duces an enormous bowl of water 
ard more gucks. Then come the 
floating ball illusion, the vanishing 
woman, the needle trick and to close 
the first half, production of an as- 
sistant dressed as a gorilla from a 
doli’s house and finally the vanish- 
ing of the gorilla. 

Second half of the show 
with a particularly effective illusion 


with a huge executioner’s type of | bar act. Good 


blade apparently passing visibly 
through the body of a woman, with 
various chamber of horror effects, on 
the side. It’s presented as a sketch 
in which white explorer falls into 
the hands of Fu-Manchu, played by 
Bamberg, and while the illusion and 
tricks are okay, the business could be 
improved upon. One of the high 
spots of the show follows with Fu- 


Chan’s excellent presentation of the | 


old colored sand trick, not seen in 
these parts for many years. Isis, the 
educated insect, which performed 
telepathic tests was the next number 
and is one of the show's 


shadowgraphs at which his father 
was famous, and which are enthusi- 
astically received. Trunk escape, well 
presented is next,’ production of a 
girl] from a fan who did another 
Spanish dance number, and show 
winds up with grand finale and pro- 
duction of three girls in Chinese 
costume, 

The usual assortment of magis 
were on hand at the opening and 
were enthusiastic and registering un- 
qualified approval. Most of them 
said they had never seen anything 
better of its kind and even the 
magician’s wives, who are tough 
critics on magic shows of any kind 
liked it. Magicians usually like any- 
thing to do with magic, but it’s Bam- 
berg’s acting and humor, which gets 
across despite the foreign language, 
which makes his magic good. He has 
a sparkling personality. there is no 
fumbling and the music builds up the 
show well. 


All these things are in its favor 
and, if properly exploited, show may 
turn into a considerable success in 
its present quarters where it is 
temporarily booked for three weeks. 

ompany gives 14 shows a week, 
most seats priced at $1. Given a 
chance it may become a fad for 
socialites and from then on it would 
be easy sailing. Performance of 
nearly three hours contains plenty of 
g00d unit material and Bamberg 
should have no trouble getting book- 
ing in picture houses if he wants to 


break up his show. Understood, how- | 


ever, that he wishes to keen it intact 
and move downtown which may 
make things tough as the show at 


Present does not seem ready to face | 


legit critics and a Broadway audi- 
ence. This difficulty could be met 


with smart styling up of the show to | 


eliminate some of 
which, for all 


the gaudy sets 


their splendor 


Richness of the costumes which are 
very attractive, is 
Sets. Every time Bamberg makes an 
entrance he wears another Chinese 
robe and there scems no limit to his 


wardrobe. There are eisht assistants. | 


who also are attractively dressed. 
Show has the material for a first 

Class production, if Bamberg will be 

Smart enough to combine forces with 


a stage designer and disregard the | 


uncritical backslapping magical com- 
peers in the audience. This, plus a 
Clever exploitation man. ought to 
assure him of considerable success 


ae 


as there hasn’t been anyone around 
in years’ who has more possibility of 
carrying on with the big magic show 
tradition. In its present form it’s very 
good entertainment, which can be 


‘good actor and should make out well. 








is the sixth | 


ran : 


opens | 


weaker | 
points. Next follows ropes and_rings | 
and then Bamberg performs hand | 


and | 
color, are not in the best of taste. | 


lost against the | 





| CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, March 20. 
It's a Holy Week show here, with 
-a ‘Rosary’ finale im a church set, 
| Balaban & Katz has always managed 
| to stage effective holiday pieces and 


| this one, led by Ruthe Farley at the | 
|} organ, is a fitting number for the| 


' season. 

But though it’s a Holy Week show, 
| with all its fill-in implications, there 
|is one act on this show which is out- 
| standing as an audience socko, holi- 
| day or no holiday. That’s Paul Ger- 
|itts, whose skating and talk routine 
registers big with the mob in for the 


last show on Friday. Though the 
house was far from capacity, and 


| there had been no especial build-up 
‘for Geritts previously, audience went 
j} solidly for him, recognizing a man 
| with showmanship, salesmanship and 
!a personality that sells him in a 
smacking manner. 

He tells a story in a fashion com- 


| pletely individual and_ distinctive. 
|He has a skating ability totally dif- 
ferent from the run of variety 
i skaters, topping all that with a 
| breezy, easy stage presence which | 
|makes Geritts a strong box-office and | 
'audience bet with the proper han- 
| dling and exploitation. 
| Tommy Martin is another single 


on the bill. Early in the show with 
|his sleight-of-hand work, he does 
well until he gets around to 
cigarette routine. Works with coins, 
cards, handkerchiefs and manages 
all of it with quiet effectiveness. But 
| his cigarette work leaves him open 
for comparison with other cigarette 
manipulators, and the comparisons 
do not favor Martin. Has an excel- 
lent fan and egg stunt which can 
be built up. 


a tiny ball. Drops the wad on an 


as on a frying pan. 


an egg, which Martin takes and 
|cracks open. It’s a nifty trick and 
Martin can get much more out of 
it than at present. 
| For good, solid acrobatic variety 
| there are the Gilbert Bros. with their 
appearance and clean- 
| cut workmanship make it an en- 
| tirely playable act anywhere. Rose- 
| mary Deering is back with her stand- 


|ard  off-to-the-hounds dance bit 
followed bv toe routine with the 
| chorus. Fresh appearing and 


| pleasant routine makes Miss Deering 

a natural for this type of house and 
| presentation. Jack Baker is the 
soloist for some passable warbling. 


Picture is ‘Swing High’ (Par). 
|Paramount news completed the 
show. Gold. 


Chicago, March 19, 

| Lent, or no Lent, that’s little ex- 
|cuse for a show like this. Not an 
act gets above the level of just stand- 
‘ard, and there’s no sign of even a 
small name. Looks like somebody 
| got tired and just threw in any act 
| that was around, and let them spot 
'as they came through-the stage door. 
At the start, the show has some 
‘evidence of ambition, for there is a 
| nice little production number by the 
| Hild Ballet (house line) as a build- 
| up for Toy and Wing, boy and girl 
| Chinese tapsters. Ballet, working in 
| front of an unusual Chinese drop, is 


dressed in Chinese costumes, wear- | 


ing black wigs, and carrying para- 
sols. Routine of fast trick modern 
i'steps is great in the opening spot, 
| especially as it has been built up. 


would have done Picard and Mickey 
any good, for Mickey, the seal, on 
the last show of opening day was 
|just all worn out. So was Picard; 
'too worn out even to do any bright 
|chatter which might have covered 
|up the lackadaisical seal. 

| Third spot is meant to be comedy. 
Abbott and Robey are there, and 


= routine goes like this: Duo 


chatters in a way that reminds of a 
burlesque act, then a red-haired girl 
walks on, there’s more chatter, and, 
with it, a positive assurance that this 
must be a burlesque blackout. That 
finished, the two men sing, together, 
each a different song. While they're 
doing this the girl is back in the 


| when they finish their song. She 
| does. One of the boys plays it. 
other sings. Then they sing again 
| while the girl shakes it up, and fin- 
|ish with ‘Carolina in the 
a song which used to get Gene Green 
applause out at the Kedzie in 1923. 
| The Oriental may have heard about 
| that, and asked Abbott and Robey 
to stick it in. The rest of their act 
isn’t nearly that smart. 

And house may have heard that 
Joaquin Garay did well at the Chi- 
cago and the Palmer House. But, 
| of course, the Chicago or the Palmer 
| House isn’t the Oriental, and despite 
his good looks, and nice way of 
singing, Garay is meaningless here. 
|But to make a worse jumble of | 
| things. another male single is spotted 
'to follow this one. Hild Ballet is 
shoved in between the two turns for 
'a short routine, but it’s so short it 
| doesn't separate them. 

Other single is Bob Hall. who 
does a couple of extemporaneous 


improved by styling. Bamiberg is a | 


the | 


He puts a small wad} 
of paper in his mouth and wets into | 


open fan, which he flips up and down | 
Wad expands in | 
front of the audience, and becomes | 


Nothing in the way of a build-up | 


wings getting a violin to hand them | 


The | 


Morning,’ | 


| Luise Rainer 
| Frucht. 


rhymes, and beats it quickly. But 
-ye’s been around before, so the au- 
dience knows what he would have 
done if he’d stayed on longer, thus 
| making his quick getaway okay. 

Final act is the Harlemaniacs, who 
|top everything else on the bill, get- 
ting up to the level of fair. Couple 
of colored boys, one an excellent 
dead-pan comic, do some good chat- 
ter which would be better if the 
comic had a better feeder. Another 
colored boy, dancing, finishes the 





ishes the bill. 
Court’ (WB). 


Picture is ‘Midnight 
Business weak. Loop. 


MICHIGAN, DET. 


Detroit, March 19. 
House chopping currently in view 
of Holy Week, with no names on 
the vaude bill, with fare on the 
screen Katharine Hepburn’s ‘Quality 
Street’ (RKO). Result is a pretty 
quiet stanza, with lower 


ning. 


Stage lineup, despite paucity of 


b. o. lure, contains plenty of meri- | 
torious work, especially that of Beat- | 
rice Howell, whose mimicry is top- | 
billed, and Bliss-Lewis & Ash's tap | 
the | 
| Neiss Troupe, trampotine quartet; Le | 
Four | 


|routine. Also on the card are 
|Paul, card trickster, and the 
| Swingsters, two pair of warblers. 


much in fact, since it barely runs oui 
45 minutes. Which is considerably 
shorter than what fans 
|; are accustomed to. Settings are by no 
j}aneans elaborate, but sufficient to 
jcarry load this week. Ten-minute 
overture, under Eduard Werner's 


; tunes, fills out bill. Merle Clark, 
house organist, conducts the m.c, 


| duties nicely. 
| Miss Howell, spotted trey for no 
apparent reason, gets over nicely 
from the start. Including takeoffs of 
Lionel Barrymore, Barbara Stan- 
wyck, Sylvia Sidney 
Rainer, she sells stuff 
and garners applause. 
On first, Bliss-Lewis & Ash 


thoroughly 


are 
one of the few tap acts to score 
solidly here in a long time. Two 


fellas and gal work together to open, 
males do a turn alone and then join 
femme at end for a military num- 
ber. Of the three, femme is the 
standout. Has looks, ability and ap- 
| parent interest in her work, which 
| permeates audience. 


claps. 


|around the corner, Neiss Troupe is 
|nicely spotted currently. Plenty of 
| good trampolining and aerial casting 
turned in by three males 
femme. 


gician with lots of card tricks, 
though most of ’em are hard to catch 
very far back. For an encore, calls 
| two stooges from audience for coupla 
|more tricks. Fair. 


From recent ether appearances 


come the Four Swingsters, two gals | 
Why they’re spotted | 


| and two males. 
next-to-closing isn’t explained, but 
| it couldn’t have been for appearance 
sake. Nor hardly for ability, al- 
| though latter summation no doubt 
| follows because of quartet's uneasy 
appearance. Don’t seem to know 
where they belong on stage and do a 
|clumsy job trying to find out. Do 
oke with warbling, in view of things, 
‘and should be good all around once 
| they find themselves. Pete. 





EARLE. PHILLY 


Philadelphia, March 20. 

Major Bowes has instilled new re- 
spect for men in this mugg. His 
| ‘All Girl Revue’ responsible. Show, 
which includes a femme swing band, 
is at Earle now. It’s an okay novel- 
ty, but after the first ten minutes the 
novelty wears off and it’s just wom- 
en, women, women. 

Much of show pretty weak, al- 
| though there are a few bright spots 
;that bring demands for encores. 
| Nothing shook the chandelier. Best 
|; thing about the show is the band, 
|}and best thing about the band is the 
;drummer. The gal has personality, 
knows her music and dishes out good 
| rhythm. 


| tive gals, 


|arrangements are good. Could be 
strengthened by some good novelty 
numbers. Present a few now which 
are very..lazy. The maestress not 
wands, but swings, taps and 
does piano solos. She's at her best 
| while leading the gals with back to 
the aud and wiggling to the rhvthm 


| only 


Opener is the ‘Rhythm Three’ 
(Peggy Dean, Delma Ward, Doris | 


Stauffer). Harmonizers, they're one 
of the saddest spots in the show. 
Clara Wellman solos high hat violin 


| stuff. Also works with five other 
gals from the orch, making violin 
sextet. Good playing, but not hot 


for an Earle audience. 
chucha yodels cowboy songs to her 
own guitar accompaniment. Mimicryv 
of Hepburn, Garbo, Bette Davis and 
is tossed off by Rita 
Some are good. some not so 
good, best is Rainer, and none socko. 

One of brighter moments is 


vided by Jean Clark, birdcall triller. | 


Bird stuff is pretty dull, but gal 

cleverly weaves in novelty imitations 

of traffic cops’ whistles in 

cities. Got a good laugh. 
(Continued on page 73) 


act, which, except for the closing | 
routine of the house line, also fin- | 


floor only | 
fairly filled at late snow Friday eve- } 


Show is paced swiftly, little bit too | 


hereabouis | 


stick and featuring medleys and pop | 


and Luise | 


All garbed in | 
|}evening togs, and get rocking handa- | 


With spring and the ‘big top’ just 


and a| 


Le Paul is a slick-appearing ma- | 
ale | 


Orch, made up of 13 fairly attrac- | 
batoned by Jean Rose. | 
|Brand of music is very decent and | 


Kay Krivo- | 


pro- | 


Nariou- 
Julie Phelps | 


| Unit Reviews 


STAR PARADE OF 1937 


(Dave Apollon) 
(STATE, N. Y.) 


| Apollon has been successful in the 
' past few years with his units, and 
has ~made his name something to 
| conjure with through the hinterland, 
as well as Broadway, because he 
| doesn't stint on talent, presents 
fresh,. new faces, and lays out 
shows in showmanly manner. And, 
incidentally, Apollon works exceed- 
ingly hard himself. 

This year’s edition isn’t up to the 





blue, offer a tap routine and are fole 
lowed by the 2% Kings. 

Jimmy Edmondson, Atlanta boy, 
who is able to spell backwards, fol- 
lows with stunts which pleased. He 
joined unit last week, having been 
on display in Robert L. ‘Believe It 
Or Not’ Ripley’s Miami, Odditorium 
during the season. 

Boy is followed by a Black Magic 
number, in which animated flowers, 
butterflies and bugs come to life on 


| a blacked out stage. Performers wear 


his | 


costumes treated with liquid, that re- 


acis to ultraviolet rays from pro- 
jection booth through filter lens. 
| Flying Aces, Joe Enthor and Red 
Pierce, skaters, do a_ swift turn, 


level of last year’s—which was his | 
all-time best. It is, however, a 
speedy, talent-packed show which 
displays enough sparkle to more 


than get it by, and will continue to 
keep the high Apollon rep intact. 

In past years Apollon has always 
used a Filipino string ore; this yea 
he has acceded to swing, amplified 
his ore to 13 members, and 


outfit. Transformation is timely and 
good, 

Specialty acts are many and, as 
usual, the majority are ones who 
haven't been around too much and 


|; hence refreshingly new. 
Johnny Barnes is a good clogger, 
young and set to develop; Yvonne 


Moray is a midget who sings a pert | 


song, taps a snappy routine and, for 
a laugh, waltzes a lampooned num- 
ber with Apollon, 


Lyda Sue is a graceful acro dancer 


full-twist one-hand backward spot- 
ters. Working here under the name 
of Brent, Tommy Trent is on early 
with his Punch and Judy exhibit for 
what was a swell reception when 
caught. 

Charlotte and Charles Lamberton 
are deaf mutes who glide through a 
ballroom number to strains of ‘Hu- 
guette Waltz’; fact that they are an- 
nounced as not hearing the accom- 
|; paniment gets ‘em extra applause. 
They were long at the Hollywood 
restaurant on Broadway. Bea 
Saxon (New Acts) is now doing 
a single warbling stint, since the 
sister act was severed when Grace 
married, moved to the Coast and re- 
| tired from show biz. 


Johnny Woods, with his stout and 
varied array of imitations of radio 
| w.k.’s, was with the Apollon unit 
last season. Woods has always been 
excellent in his field, since way back 
| when he was member of Woods and 
Hunter. Each time caught an 
| provement is noted in his work. Just 
| now there is no one in vaude who 
| ean top his stuff. 
| Harold Aloma, who sings ballads 
|; and fingers a fancy electric uke, has 
| for years been a stalwart in Apollon 
shows. One of the orc members, his 
| solo opportunity remains a highlight. 

Ruth Del Rio is a rhumba-rippler 
on at the finale for a frisk with 
Apollon, who looks a bit incongruous 
in Russe togs and a sombrero, don- 
ning the latter for the Latin legging. 
Hale Sisters do a couple of scorchy 
sauirms in sequin-gowns in front of 
the line of eight lively lassies. 

Chief humor consists of Apollon 
clowning briefly between almost 
each specialty, using his musikers 
as stooges, 

Unit was down to ru. 55 mins. 
Overboard by five when caught. 

Bert. 


GARDEN OF GIRLS 


(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) 


Atlanta, March 21, 

Ross Russell, owner, has a stem- 
winder of an act, ‘The 2'% Kings,’ 
topping this unit and Cap patrons 
were all for it at Sunday opener. 
Featured is Marie King, 11-year-old 
blonde moppet with pink ribbon in 
| her hair, who works with her dad, 
| Clarence, a muscled 140-pound Sam- 
| son, and her mom, Helena. 
|a real trouper and puts plenty of 
verve into her work. Family offers 
many difficult stunts, including one 
in which King, on his back, supports 





/bers of the company, totailing 435 
pounds. Climax is trick which finds 


im- | 


cone | 
verted it into a brass-predominating | 


. | flooded out of the east. 
who caps a flowing routine by some | 


winding up with a bit of comedy by 
taking a couple of front row kids for 
a ride. 

Finale brings on whole troupe. 
Russell has 18 in this company, five 
of them augmenting the seven-piece 
house orch. Unit moves along fast, 
taking 48 minutes, and management 
squeezed three minutes out of that 
at second show. 


Around the World Revue 


(ORPHEUM, LINCOLN) 


Lincoln, March 21. 
Page out of old vaude is Jimmy 
Stanton’s ‘Around the World’ unit, 


with emphasis on novelty acts, most 
of whom have been going the reunds 


|for several years. Shapes up into 
/oke family fare, where sophistica- 
tion is rare, and there’s no place 


where it’s rarer than this territory. 
Sianton was one of those units 

Has been on 

the Wilbur Cushman hop, skip and 


| jump since January. 





| 
| 


Kidlet is | 


youngster lying on her back atop tall | 


| slender pole balanced on King’s chin. 
| He gives pole a flick with his hand 
and child comes toppling into his 
arms, to good applause. 

Peewee LeBeau, m.c., comes on in 
one to open show with gags in front 
|; of mike and some repartee with a 

stooge in balcony and a comedy spot- 

light bit. Traveler parts to bring on 


Adrian Sisters—-Trudie, Babs and 
Bobbie—who do a ‘Broadway to 
Harlem’ tap routine. Gals have on 


special makeup that changes their 
faces from white to deep brownskin 
when red and green spotlight is 
played upon them. 

| Gail Martin, lanky songster. fol- 
lows with ‘Pennies from Heaven’ and 
| scored strong enough to come back 
with ‘One, Two Button My Shoe.’ 


{LeBeau returns with a bit of magic 


some gags and rope twirling, 
joined by his wife, Louise. in 
knockabout comedy waltz. Babs and 


Bobbie Adrian, cutely costumed in 


| Frances 


} Lylia ; 
| hard and destructive way, culminat- 


Handful of novelty acts and a 
warehouse with stored scenery fur- 
nish the background. It carries more 


scenery than any Cushman show 
ever on the road. 
Couple of the gals, Genevieve 


Thrane and Irene Burge, do the pro- 
log on the opener. After them 
George Hendry and the line skip on, 
First act is Leo Barbone, accordion- 
ist, who gives up quickly, and next 
is Mile. Marie, acro, also a_ short- 
timer. Her stuff would be oke if 
she'd lay off those kicks, which are 
stiff. 

Indians are represented by the 
Dakotas to further the international 
flavor. Femme singer should lay off 
that Sioux national song; it’s no ear 
treat. Rest get by on being colorful. 
Four of the line gals do a Dutch 


wedding and hoof it in wooden 
shoes, after which the show pro- 
eresses into the Ishikawa Troupe, 


balancing and the usual Jap tricks. 
The girl, Inez. is a looker and a neat 
dancer. Whole turn very showy. 
Ned Norworth, comic, assisted by 
Leeds, makes ’em laugh the 


ing in handing the piano a beating. 
Sometimes his line run a little to the 
blue side. Femme‘is neatly dressed 
and does an appreciated jiggle for 
the baldies. Close and into the finale 
is George Henry and his Roval Scots. 


Scots pipe screeches and sword 
danee are all in. Another dash of 
color. 


Time is 46 minutes. Show has the 
pvieasing ability to look bigger than 
it is. Barn. 


French Casino Brevities 


(Ceramic, E. Liverpool, O.) 
East Liverpool, O., March 19. 

‘French Casino’ Brevities’ has 
everything most of the stage units 
generally offer, plus some new fca- 
tures. Pretty girls galore, costumes 

ith a flair for uniqueness and dar- 
ing, and a musical score fitting tempo 
of the show. 

It is not a conglomeration of vaude 
acts under the guise of a revue, but 
actually has a chorus line that can 
really step. Vaudeville is not the 
kind usually seen in units of this 
calibre. 

Highlight in the more than one- 
hour-long show is ‘Dance of Death,’ 
an eerie setting, backgrounded by a 
coffin containing a _ semi - nude 
femme. Bert Prival, his cnupe flap- 
ping like bat wings in the half 
gloom, apparently revives the woman 
by his maneuvers. She rises and 


his tamily and two feminine mem- | dances, only to be eventually ban- 


ished again to her coffin. 
‘Darkest Africa’ features Ingagi, 
the Ape-Man, who breaks from his 
cage in a tropical setting, to pur- 
sue a white dancer. Natives attempt 
to halt the alleged anthropoid and 
are struck down, In terror, the girl 
flees before him, but is finally cap- 


tured and carried offstage. 
Ruthina Warner, fan dancer, is fea- 
tured in an exotic ballet, excep- 


tionally well presented. Chorus lends 
charm to the scene as it waltzes 
under dimmed blue lights. Ray Stiles 
is a capable m.c. and keeps the 


|; show moving fast throughout. Light- 


ing and wardrobe better than avere 
“age. Mack, 


FRANCES ARMS’ ROUTE 
Chicago, March 23. 


Arms in 
east to begin four 


town on war 


weeks of vaude, 


being | Plays Baltimore, Cleveland, Chicage 


a} 


and Boston in that order. 
In Oriental here week of April 2 
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THIS WEEK (March 22) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether ful! or split week 














BOSTON 
Keith’s (25) 
Reillys 
Cappy Barra Ens 
Medley & Dupree 
Mary Raye Naldi 
Grace & Nico 
Kton Boys 
Corinne 
4 Kraddocks 
(18) 
Cab Calloway Bad 
Lindy Hoppers 
CHICAGO 
Palace (26) 
Gautier’s Co 
Mary Small 
tdgar Kennedy 
Melts Kirk & H 
Gomez & Winona 
19) 


N T G Rev 
CINCINNATI 
Palaee (26) 

World's Fairest 

Cilly Feindt 

Diamonds 

Paul Regan 

(19) 

Count Bernivici Rev 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (26) 


RKO 


a ee o—_ 





‘Clyde Hager 
Arren & Broderick 


Ina R Hutton Ore 
Margie Palm 
19) 


World's Fairest 
Cilly Feindt 
Diamosds 
Paul Regan 
COLUMBUS 
Keith’s (26) 
Olsen & Johnson 
DAYTON 
Palace (26) 
Count Bernivici Rev 
(19) 
Olsen & Johnson 
KANSAS CITY 
Mainstreet (19) 
Warine’s Co 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (26) 
Benny Meroff Orc 
Ruthie Barnes 
SCHENECTADY 
Keith's (25-27) 
L’tle Jack Little Or 
Frank Gaby 
TROY 
Kelth’s (26-29) 
Fats Waller Orc 
Lang Sis 





DeCardos 


Conway & Parks 








RE - IMPORTED 
3 WIERE BROS. 


Week March 25th 
Dir.: LEDDY & SMITH, Radio City 

















Loew 








NEW YORK CITY 
State (25) 
I. Duthers & J & J 
Oshins & Lessy 
Hal Sherman 
Helen Morgan 
Salici's Puppets 
NORFOLK 
State (26) 
Major Bowes Bd 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (26) 
Roger Pryor Ore 


WASHINGTON 
Capitel (26) 
Ted Allen 


Liazeed Arabs 
Lillian St Leon Co 
Pallenberg’s Bears 
Great Johnson 
Paul Jung 
Woolford’s Co 
Wally Sharples 
Capt Frisco’s Seals 
R W Rogers 








ae oF) 


‘Paramount 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (24) 
Eddie Duchin Orc 
Neila Goodelle 
Caligary Bros 
Mildred Law 
Vince Calendo 


BOSTON 
Metropolitan (26) 
Mae Questelle 
Weir Bros 
Vie Hyde 
Bert Nagle Co 
S Morgan Dancers 
6 Danwills 
Marilyn Marlowe 
CHICAGO 
Chieago (26) 
Paul Remos Co 
Olympic 3 
Oriental (26) 
Paradise on gerete 
» T 


Michigan (26) 
Libonati 3 


Sophisticates 
Yosts Midshipmen 
Paul Gerrits 
Barstows 

June Ardell 


MARION, OHIO 

Parameunt (1-3) 
French Brevities 
MONTREAL 
Loew's (26) 

Dave Apollon’s Co 


SAN ANTONIO 
Texas (26) 
Bell’s Hawaiians 
SOU BEND 
Palace (26) 
Bowes Co 
SPRINGFIELD 
Paramount (26) 
Audrey Harris 
TORONTO 
Shea’s (26) 
Slums of Paris 
Belle Baker 








Warner 





NEWARK 
Tranferd (26-31) 
Ted Lewis Ore 
PHILADELPHIA 
Allegheny (29-31) 
Birdland 
Mack Bros & R 
Jack Lenny Co 
(One to fill) 
(25-27) 
Helen Bach 3 
Judson Cole 
Kemper & Hage'rty 
Rainbow Rhythms 
Earle (26) 
Greenw'h Village Co 
Mitchell & Durant 
(19 


Maj Bowes Girl Co 
Fex (26) 

Virginia Lee 

Lathrop Bros 

Al Bernie 

Lester Cole Co 

(19) 
Georges & Jalna 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Nixen (31-2) 
Royal Bell Ringers 
(Three to fill) 


(24-26) 
Birdland 
4 Vassar Girls 
Don Zelaya 
Jack Lenny Co 
Oxferd (1-3) 
Birdland 
Mack Bros & R 
(Two to fill 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (26) 
Roger Pryor Orc 
Varsity 8 
Howard Nichols 
Ames & Arno 
Jackie Heller 
(19) 
3 Samuels & Haves 
Steppin Fetchit 
Johnny Hamp Ore 
WASHINGTON 
Farle (26) 
Jan Garber 
3 Ryans 
Crawford & Casky 
(1%) 
Jas Evans Co 
Kirk & Lawrence 
Bert Walton Co 
Sylvia Manon Co 








| —_bdepndet 





CHICAGO 
State Lake (27) 
6 Wandas 
Master Eugene 
Radcliffe & Rodgers 
Ruskin & Norman 
Ann Suter 


INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyrie (26) 
‘Casa Manana’ Rev 

Sid Page 

Ada Brown 

5 Tip Top Girls 
Delane Pell 
Brown Bree 
Princess Yeva 


KANSAS CITY, MO 
Tower (26) 

Val Setz 

R & G Hudson 

Lewis & Moore 

Ted Cook 
MEMPHIS 

Orpheum (27-30) 

‘Follies Caprice’ 

(31) 


Rescoe Ates 

Michon Kros 
Allen & Kent 
3 Randali Sis 
Miss Jumpins 





NEW ORLEANS 
St. Charles (26) 
King’s Seandals 
SEATTLE 
Palomar (30) 
‘Shuffie Along’ 





SPOKANE 
Empress (25-27) 
YAKIMA 
Capitel (28) 


‘Shuffle Along’ 





| 





Canterbury M. H. 
Ist half (22-24) 
S & M Harrington 
Peggy Mills & F 
2d half (25-28) 
12 Alhambra Kids 
Leslie & Lewis 
Dominion 
Ganjou Bros & J 
G & J Dormonde 
New Victoria M. H. 
Younkman’'s Bd 
Trocadero Rest. 
Billy Benneit 
Western Bros 
Tommy Trinder 
Max Wall 
Linda Menova 
Maurice 
BROMLEY 
Gaumeont 
Leslie Strange 
On Wah 3 
CAMDEN TOWN 
Palace 
Bower & Rutherf'’d 
Karins 
Vadio & Hertz 
Conrad's Pigeons 
CHADWELL H’TH 
Palace 
Flack & Lucas 
Toledo 
Elly & Joan 
Gandi Bros 
CHELSEA 
Palace 
4 Herrmans 
Loranna 
Thorpe & Stanton 
CLAPTON 
Rink 
Jean Florian 
4 Roadsters 
O'Shea & Joan 
EAST HAM 
Granada 
Whirlwinds 
Dave Pool 
Geo Bard 
PREMIER 
Flack & Lucas 
Tolede 
Elly & Joan 
Gandi Bros 
EDGEWARE ROAD 
Gira 
H'rwoode & Rich’ds 
Turner 2 
Fell & Francis 
EDMONTON 
Empire 
Stan Stafford 
Forbes & Barrie 
HAMMERSMITH 
Palace 
Ernest Shannon 
Act Superb 
ILFORD 
Super 
Doreen 
George Betton 
Ellen Kauer & Ptnr 
ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 


Week of March 22 





Ist half (22-24) 
12 Alhambra Kids 


London | 





Leslie & Lewis 
2¢@ half (25-27) 

S & M Harrison 

Peggy Mills & F 


KILBURN 
Grange 
H’rwoode & Rich'ds 

Turner 2 
Fell & Francis 
LEWISHAM 
Palace 
Leslie Strange 
Dinkie Denton 3 
On Wah 3 
LEYTONSTONE 
Rialte 
Dave Pool 
Anita, Chas, Jack 
Geo Hurd 
NEW CROSS 
Kinema 
Terry Wilson 
Andre & Curtis 
Penslow Co 
PECKHAM 
Palace 
Terry Wilson 
Andre & Curtis 
Penslow Co 
SHEPH’RDS BUSH 
Pavilion 
Blum & Blum 
Ronald Courley 
STAMFORD HILL 
Regent 
Bower & Rutherf'd 
Karina 
Vadio & Hertz 
Conrads Pigeons 
STRATFORD 
Broadway 
Doreen 
Geo Betton 
Ellen Kauver & Ptnr 
STREATHAM 
Astoria 
Ragtime Octet 
Palace 
Joe Griffin 
5 Carlton Sis 
Jovers 
TOOTING 
Granada 
5 Carlton Sis 
Joe Griffin 
Jovers 
TOTTENHAM 
Palace 
Jean Florian 
4 Roadsters 
O'Shea & Joan 
TOTTENHAM 
COURT ROAD 
Paramount 
Gracie Schenck Co 
Van Dock 
WALTHAMSTOW 
Granada 
Stan Stafford 
Dolinoff, Raya Sis 
Griffiths Bros 
WOOD GREEN 
Palace 
Chris Charlton 
Beam’'s Babes 
Dincan Collies 





Provincial 





ABERDEEN 
Tivoli 
Joe Anthony 
Bond Rowell 
N Arnaut & Bros 
Neller & Clare 
Carson Sis 
Sherman Fisher Gls 
Hilda Meacham 
Dennis Boys & Rita 
ALDERSHOT 
Hip pme 
Ralfini Bd 
Cingalee Co 
A J Powers 
Delvaine’s Co 
Morris & Cowley 
Kenealy Sis 
Huntings 
EDINBURGH 
Regent 
Ist half (22-24) ° 
Harry Coady 
2d half (25-27) 
Masoni & Risch 
Royal 
Herschel Henlere 
El Ray & Dorothy 
Frank Wilson 
Maurice & May 


Week of March 22 


GLASGOW 
Paramount 
Wilfred Greene 6 
Joe Petersen 
Elsa & Elida 
Pavilion 
‘Blackbirds’ 
LaVaida 
Tim Moore 
Batie & Foster 
Gallie De Gaston 
R Johnson Choir 
Leram & Aknim 
Louise Howard 
Jas Skelton 
John Garth 
Eunice Wilson 
Mildred Marshall 
ITH 


Capitol 
Ist half (22-24) 
Masoni & Risch 
2d half (25-27) 
Harry Coady 
LIVERPOOL 
Shakespeare 
Carter & Holmes 
Ernie Whitmee 
Mahony Bros 
Sands & Sonia 








Germany 


Sobsky's Dogs Carmo 

3 Miller Bros NEWCASTLE 

Gaston & Andree Paramount 

Jules Chernoy Teddy Joyce Gri Bd 
} 





AUGSBURG 


Ben Benneit 
Bestano 

Blank Sis 

3 Dorways 

L. Flwher 
Irmgard Hendey 
Lora & 3 Jacks 
Merry Ballet 





2 Morgans 


BERLIN 
Atlantis 
Charly Gibbs 
Evelyn Gunth 
The 2 Idols 
Ilre & Billy 
Willy Marley 
Carew 
Bary Comp 
Duo Rasqueite 
| Max & Maxi 
Franz Prettner 


Month of March 





—-—- 


2 Rodins 
Scott & Navi 
Fredy Sieg 
Faun 

Grete Gravenhorst 
Pelle Jons 
Herta Maria Peer 
Gerti Pohl 
MacTortle Tr 

Femina 
Darras Dancers 
Estelle & Andre 
Oskar Joost Orc 

Vaterland 
Igo Bacciaretti 
Lo Bernett 
Wilt T Carr 
Bert Florida 
Aliee Gray 
Mia & Cyrio 
Wilbelmshatlen 

Barberina Ballet 
2 Floron 


2 Maningos 

Carl Heinz Neander 
Ruth & Ernesty 
Smittie 

Viktoria 
Franz Bott 

2 Herberts 

Willi Kahle 

Else Kau 

2 Marfranos 

Else Reith 3 
Zaech 
Erich Borner 
BREMEN 
Asteria-Atlantic 
Hannes Arp 
Claren’s 3 

Hugo Fischer-K 
Fioehi Sis 
Fransky 

Gaudriot 

Finni Josee 

Lilo Hartmann 
Kauer & Graf 
Teddy Ohm 
tomer Sis 

3 Toledos 


BRESLAU 
Liebich 
Jushny’s Blue Bird 
2 Bloumers 
3 Golfers 
Sylvia Kremo 
A Liszka 
K & H Plank 
3 Randoltfs 
COLOGNE 
Burghof 
Dabrowa 3 
Maria Karin 
Elas Liebermann 
Lore Lorita 
Lotte & Billy 
Ferdinand Mahir 
Carlheinz Schum'nn 
Celosseum 
Black & Tunney 
Brune Eberhardt 
Ganovis Ballet 
Kalserhof 
Bernt & Gloria 
3 Condora 
The Juvelys 
Gerda Maurus 
Peter Pfeiffer 
Tombelly Co 
Veltin & Santis 
Odeon 
Paul Ferry 
Carla Grassmann 
Erika Harder 
Max Reff 
DORTMUND 
Olympia 
Charlott Andre 
2 Atilanos 
Conchita & Rocco 
Bruno Wiesner 
Wilsons 
DRESDEN 
Barberina 
Awelo-Erne 
2 Franks 
Charlott Iren 
Juan & Costa 
E Papperitz 
Paulig 
Karl Heinz Mag'n'y 
Esplanade 
Juliette dArcy 
4 Albano 
A & W Boomgarden 
Adolf Gondrell 
Goretti 3 
Kurt Grundmann 
Rondetlas 
Rita Schon 
Kegina 
Lissy Becker 
Gerty Gerth 
E & E Jolanda 
Lu Chang Fu 
Theo Kopp 
Vaterland 
Nova & Evelyn 
Hanna Reichard 
Roloff Tr 
Tat & Lex 
Claire Waldofft 
Zenty Sis 
Bertis Ore 
ERFURT 
Femina 
2 Barrettys 
Hermann Klauenb'g 
F O Krueger 
Omori Sis 
B & F Tacay 
Mary Zeitz 
Valencia 
Jacob Erbe 
2 Degards 
Kurt Fritz Co 
Lieselotte Wien 
Kurt Fiebig Ore 
ESSEN 
Casanova 
Banks & B Ferid 
Borcy 3 
Dora Dorette 
3 Elsys 
3 Exellys 
Hans Lorenz 
"a0 
Max John 
FRED HOE 
Illy Argo 
Carlo Caren 
R & H Charles 
Evening Stars 
Paul Galley 
Manulescu & Boy 
Goldi Merkel 
2 Namrehs 
Elvira Philipps 
2 von Privaloft 
Punsch 
Rosee 
Kurt Stolzenfels 
PRANKEFUKT-ON- 
MAIN 
Scala 
Boleske 
Riana Kosloft 
3 Lederer 
Mulford 
Olandi Sis 
Paubettis 
Sehumanna 
3 Altison Sis 
5 Astony Sis 
Elli Corelli 
Miss Ellinor 
Ellins & Keit 
Koringa 
9 Mexicana Ladies 
Hanne Treff 
GOERLITZ 
Seala 
2 Christians 
2 Hansinogs 
2 Harrus 
Senta Kals 
2 Sandows 
Siegno Ballet 
Agnes Tittes 
HAMBURG 
Allotria 
Arturo €o 
3 Castellos 
4 Clifford 
Flying Fiacoris 
3 Jarkins 
Luciana 
Percy & Corel 





Ari Vater 


Flora 
Georg Alexander 
Lia Eibenschutz 
Desiderati 
Dorochoft 
Elvira 
Janeckes 
Keystons 
Petrie 
Runners 
Swansons 
HAMBURG 
Hansa 
Miss Dania 
Ernest. Y & Vilma 
Eric Fidetty Co 
Valentino Graziadei | 
Gustav Jacoby 
Yong Kee 
2 Lindstroms 
Lene Ludwig 
The Marvels 
Oscar's Elefant Rev 
Van de Velde Co 
Troeadero 
Broadway Girls 
Rose & Red 
Ware-Asti 
Zina & Patty 
Willy Giebel 
Vaterland 
Mano Freed 
Richard Germer 
Irma Mainardi 
Rudolf Malzer 
& Potroffs 
Jo Tello 
P Yukito 
Wallhof 
Beate Birkenfeld 
Nelly & F Brand 
2 Deimarkos 


bo be be CeCe 


4 Livier 
Lyan & Linday 
HANNOVER 
Faun 


Friedel Arnova 

Kar! Oito Brocker 

2 Ernesto 

Gerda Fellano 

Anneliese Gerth 

Maldino 

Kurt Schonebeck 
Loewenhof 

Alexander the Great 

Chiquita & Johns'n 

Cart Heinz Ewers 

Ingo 

G & H Petrams 
Rete Muehle 

Gretl Bauer 

Bertis Sis 

Glorias 

2 Houes 

Otto Kant 

Killaio 

M & N Shipofft 

Ossy Werner 

Tivoli 

Schafer-Dollynoft 

4 Bentos 

Escamillo Ballet 

Harry Gillmann 

G 8S Gstettenbauer 

Gerda Heyden 

Curt Jurisch 


Irene Meytner 
KARLSRUHE 
Regina 


Annabell & Jack 
Tonja Leandofft 
Morro 
Eugene Opitz-W 
Artur Wunsch 
KASSEL 
Stadtpark 
Charlotte Ander 
Barmo 
Fritzi Bartoni 
Mary Claus 
Tommy Dale 
Margot Etmo & N 
Los-Zigani-Vanko 
Heinz Lurcke 
Ernst Suppek 
Yurgo Ulrico 
KREFELD 
Seidenfaden 
Mia Ahlers 
Corned & Beef 
Rudolf Klaus 
3 Orfatis 
Schubert & Timm 
4 Selektas 
Mac Ture Ca 


LEIPZIG 
Central 
Erich Adams 
2 Cimberleys 
Diedrich Ballet 
Max Eberti 
Fortuna Ballet 
Goyamatsu Co 
Hermann Mestrum 
Myrna & Karinoff 
Alfred Oswald 
Evelyn Roberti 
vreorgette 
Eden 
2 Certis Bangs 
G Bonhair & Olly 
Marta Brantzky 
Rola Dannas & Boy 
Grita Gelin 
Parpi Tr 
Lucie Kietzmann 
Georg Kronlein 
Laila 
Lisa Lisett 
Heiz Vogel 
Vertmann Ballet 
Krystallpalace 
Tamara Beck Ballet 
2 Buxtons 
Henrys Dogs 
Valeria Kasfikis 
Mabel, Sid & C 
La Perle 
Peters & Dorain 
Rosello 
Rolf Sandor 
MANNHUIM 
Libeble 
Ariston 
Baronn 
Biondin & Ptnr 
Lissy Corse 
Fritz Junkermann 
Berti Leder 
Vera & R Millon 
Stanley 3 
MUNICH 
Central 
Eni Glaessner 
Hanley 
Lotty Holm 
Mario 
Namedil Bros 
Les Sereno 
Robert Ruth 
Fden 
Eltra 
Heddy Heggar 
trmer-Garden 
2 Perlas 
Carola Redoc 
Zirpo & Mara 
Krone 
20 Alberti Girls 
& Colorados 
6 Fratelli Frediani 
2 Garcis 
3 Glaessner 
H Phita Hulings 





Peuletie 3 
Torrence & Victoria 





Rostando 
Hans Schnitzer 
Strebel 
3 Wiesinger 
Wintergarten 
La Alba 
Louis Bobula 
Carl Heinz Charles 
Mizzi Koschek 
Metropolis 
Pusztay Co 
STETTIN 
Centralhallen 
Paul Beckers 
Hansen-Wehnert 
Hermann Co 
lwanows 





Yvonne & Leona 


STUTTGART 
Exeelsior 

Alfred Kessler 
Jakob Kohlbock 
Gitta Mara 
Heddy Sebarry 
Schumakoff & A 

Withelmsbau 
Etten E)-Lain 
Pantel-Patrix 
Frank Herms 
Mac Morland 
Travendt & WGernier 
Kya & Fuleni 


Cawalini’s Degs 





| Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Bertolotti’s 


Frank 
Rita Flescu 
Ann White 
Jimmy Whalen Orc 


Gill's Guy 10's 


Yvette Rugel 
Rudy Madison 
Joseph EK. Howard 
Ted Beyer 
Ethet Cilhert 
Gus Wicke 
Will Ward 

Black Cat 
Kitten Korus 
Blondie Scott 
Evelyn Oliver 
Amanda landolph 
Jimmy Temas 
Maxie Arnstrong 
Amy Spe icer 
Billy Datriels 
Cora La Redd 
Jack & Jill 
f.onny Sinrmons Ore 
Rita Renaud 


Craven 


Cafe Valencia 
Don Casanova 
La Gitanilla 
La Sultanita 
La Carita 
Don Juan Ore 

brass Ruil 
Neil Golden Orc 
3 Continentals 
Sid Teicholz 


Cafe Bali 
Chic Farmer 
Eddie Lambert 
Vivian Ray 
The Lincolns 
Gene Archer 
Virginia Smith 
Reina Dell 
Vanda Mara 
Roger Steele Ore 
Jack Wallace Ore 


Club Mirador 


Margie Hart 

Jean McCauley 
Caliente 

Joe Herbert 

Oshins & Lessy 

Soo Ling 

Ann Paige 

Hale Sis 

Caliente Cabelleros 

Chateau Moderne 

Marilyn Gaynor 

Allan Foster 

Al Apollon Ore 


Club Howdy 
John Adams 
Ai Benson 
Shirley Watts 
Neil Stone 
Club Gauche 
Dimitri & Virgil 
Sylvia St. Clair 
Ynez La Vail , 
Ramon Carrosco & 
Gauchos 
Club Yumuri 
Antonio & Cariio 
Sarita Herrara 
Don Hilberto Ore 
Coq Kouge 
trwin Gilbert Ore 
Tisdale 3 
Cotton Club 
Ethel Waters 
Geo D Washington 
Nicholas Bros 
Duke Ellington Ore 
Bessie Dudley 
3 Giants of R'yth'm 
Ivie Anderson 
Alan & Anise 
Mardo Brown 
May Digges 
Wen Talbert Choir 
Ed Mallory Orch 
Bill Bailey 
Jack Dempsey’s 
Phil Romano Ore 
Carl & L Bonner 
Du Pilerrot’s 
Joe Feser Ens 
Jane Stanley 
Tom & Charlie 
Louise Brydon 
El Chieo 
Chita 
Lon Rancheros 3 
Adelina Duran 
Carlos Montoya 
Maclovia & Candido 
Rosita Rios 
Don Alberto Ore 
El Morecce 
Ernie Holst Ore 
El Toreador 
Los w-jedas 
Pedro Via Bd 
French Casino 


Adalet 

Feral Benga 
Betty Brite 
Betty Bruce 


Florence Chumbecos 
Hilda Elfonte 
Rolf Holbein 
Johnny Co 
Xavier Lemercier 
7 Maravillas 
Rekkofs 
Rhoenrads 
Plorence Spencer 
Tullah & Myi 
Iris Wayne 
Vega Asp 

Paul Ash Ore 

V Travers Ore 


Cc Cromwell Orc 
Greenwich Viilage 
‘asino 


Aileen Cook 





Vera Dunn 
Peter Randall 
Aan Stuart 
Duryea’s Dollis 
Variety 4 
Clyde Brennan Orc 


Harlem U prear 
Erskine H'wkins Bd 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Edna Mae Holley 
Eddie Harron 
B, Castle & Scott 
Mae Brown 
Willie Jackson 
Tiny Bunch 
Lovey Lane 
Fairbanks Sis 
Dee L McKay 
Ebony Rascals 
Fred & Ginger 
Edwards Sis 
Pauline Bryant 
Thelma Middleton 


Hickory tlouse 


Joe Marsala Orc 
Adele Girard 

Chas Teagarden 
Stuart & Darrow 
Eddie Condon 
Bunny Berrigan 
Hiyw'd Rea anrant 
Benny. Fietds 

Joe & Betty Lee 
Marion & Irma 
Jack Waldron 
Ruth Brent 
Marion Martin 
Mitchell Ayres Ore 


Hetel Ambassador 
Dick Gasparre Or 
Marty Golden 
Chartes Blake 
The Vernons 
Mrs. H W Thomps’n 


fete! Astor 


Vincent Lopez Ore 
Fred Lowery 
Melba Melsing 
Emily Van Loesen 
Chas Hofiman 
Stanley Worth 
tobert Lytell 
Fiorenzos 

Walton & Joanne 


Hotel Biltmore 
Horace Heidt Ore 
Lysbeth Hughes 
Beb McCoy 
A & Y King 


Larry Cotton 
Art Thorsen 
Jerry Bowne 


Dick Morgan 
Burton Pierce 


Hotel Commodore 
Helen Wynne 

Janis Williams 
Dolly Arden 
Freda Sullivan 

Don & S Jennings 
Tommy Dorsey Orc 
Edyihe Wright 
Jack Leonard 

3 Ksquires 


Hote) Edison 
Bobby Hayes Ore 
Ralph Torres 
Theodora Brooks 
Oscar Dey 
Muriel Bea 
Bob Berry 


Hotel Essex House 
N Brandewynne Or 
Maxine Tappin 
Dick Stone 
Essex Troubadours 
Hotel Fifth Ave 
Roy Strum Ore 
Hotel Governor 
Clinton 
Stuart Jules 
Kay Marshall 
Ray O'Hara Ore 
Hetel Half Moon 
(Brooklyn) 
Rosine Rowland 
Bobby Holt 
Manya Auer 
Marion Kaye 
Ken Casey Ore 
Hotel Lexington 


Ozzie Neilson Ore 
Shirley Lloyd 
Motel Linculs 
{sham Jones Ore 
Hotei MeAlpin 
Enoch Light Ore 
Mary Danis 
A Gonzales Ens 
Muriel Sherman 
Hotel Montetatr 
Ceral tsianders 
Hal Hepe Orc 
Bill Lincoln 
George Tordy 
Ann Courtney 
Jules Losch 


Hotel Murray Hill 
(Fountain Koom) 
Dolores Farris 
Ruth Kidd 
Frank McCormick 
Will Oakland 
Eleanor Bowers 
Ray Sadler 
Willard Keeler Ore 
Santiona & Fairc’ld 
Hetel New Yorker 
Leon Belasco Orc 
Serge Flash 
Andy Iona Ore 
Andrews Sis 
Peppino & Beatrice 
Rose Blaine 
Tiny Welt 
Sonny Schuyler 





Men of Man’tan 
Hotel Park lane 
Junior Raphael Orc 


_Hetel Pennsyivania 


Benny Goodman Bd 
Bernhard & Grah'm 
Frances Hunt 


Hotel Pieecadilly 


Trent Patterson 

Toni Gaye 

Arno & Zola 

Jerry Stewart 

Dave Schooler Ore 
Motel Pinzs 


Will McCune Orc 

Hal Atkinson 

Pancho’s Ore 

Hartmans 

Paui Draper 
Hotel Roosevelt 

3 Esquires 

Guy Lombardo Ore 
Hotel Ritz-Carlkian 

H Claire & Sh'nnon 


Lime 3 

Edna Janis 

Senor Wences 

4 Kraddocks 
Zoska 

Senor Wences 
Durelle 

Afrique 

Basil Fomeen Orc 
Arman Vecsey Oro 


Hotel Save, -Pincea 
Dwight Fiske 
Emile Petti Ore 
Habaneras Ore 


Hotel Shelton 
Peggy Dolan 
Bob Lockridge 
Joseph Zatour Ore 


Hotel St. George 
(Brooklyn) 
Eli Dantzwig 
3 Mack Bros 
Rita 
Hetel Sherry- 
Netherland 


Tania & Kirsoff 
Gen Lodijensky 
Raphael 

Lubov Doubiago 
Nicholas Zorin 
Serge Sergey 
Catherine Grey 
Alex Bunchuk Ore 


Hotel St. Morits 


Miaco 
4lex Botkin 
Evelyn Case 
Tack Sherr Ore 
{iis Deon 
Grisba 
Hotel St. Regis 
(tridium Room) 


Emil Coleman Or 
Charles Palumbo 
Boy-Foy 
Medrano & Donna 
Paul Gerrits 

Hotel Taft 


Geo. Hall Ore 
Dolly Dawn 
Johnny McKeever 
Emperors of R’yt’'m 


Hotel Vanderbilt 


Eddie Lane re 
Goodelle & Farries 
Dorothy Howe 


Gotel Waldort- 
Astoria 


Mario & Floria 
Eve Symington 
Eddie LeBaron Bd 
Michael Zarin Ore 


Hotel Wellington 
Ed Mayehoff Ore 


Hotel Weylin 


Alex Fogarty 
Charlie Wright 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
4 Montmartre Boys 
Jimmy Costello 
Danny Higgins 
Vaughn Comfort 
John Rickwood 
Ira Yarnell 
Gladys Faye 
Gene Walters 
Carter & Schaub 
3 Raymonds 
Renee 
Irene Mausath 
Grace Briscombe 
Dick & Dottie Jones 
Santos & Elvira 
Isabel Brown 
Lionel Rand Ore 
Elena McCoy 
Mary Lane 
Joe Capello Ore 


Kretchma 


Simeon Karavaeff 
Doria Birse 

Yliena Gabrielle 
Michae! Michon 
Nadia 

A Stoyanovsky 
Mischa 

S Bartnovsky 
Nicholas Matthey Or 


Ens 


Larue 
Lita Lope 
Paul Duke 


Ed Furman 
Billy Lorraine 
Lynne Gordon 
Diana Ward 
Peggy Strickland 
Eddie Davis Ore 
Laurel-in- Pines 
(Lakewood, N. J.) 
Terry Green 
Mona & Marina 
¥red Berhens Ore 


=a ——— — 5 
Warner Gross Eder NUREMBERG Karmanow's Poodle | Hetel Park Centrai Le Mirage 
tvi Marlen Atilla Fden Lind & Seyad Tic Toc Girls Roberta Jonay 

= Mimesas & Cab’l’ro| Braminos Gustav Juergens Don del Monte Jerry Blaine Ore Roy Rector 
a Anhy Nowak Fred Feld Bela Kremo Perkeo Roscoe Ails Maryon Dale 
a Fri e ] Ss 3 Rinaldos Jenny & Piccolo Harry Malten Troecadere Ruth Denning Marie Almonte 
Aenn Ruth Paul Kreidt Nick & Neet Charley. & Robert C & Carmencita Donald & Drima 
Trikson Lu-Lolita 2 Thelonis Golden 2 Dorothy Jeffers Siboney Rhumba 4 
BRAUNSCHWEIG | Millers . Strebel Teddy Heinz Sandino & F’child | Voodoo Dancers 
Holst 4 ~~ ae eae siasget soy ws hewte Wanda Goll 

No > i 8 olling Ladie 8 P © arocco oys uddy rown ‘4 

NEXT WEEK (March 29) a Se ” Aldo Tamagn’ Eva Maria Krauss Pelly Pfeiffer Clark Ringwalt Conk a. 


Leon & Edidie’s 
[ris Adrian ~ 


Lane, Tree & Ed 
The Barancos 
Billy Reed 
Haywood & Allen 
Lee Perrin 
Reyal Duo 
Salome-Salome 
Madeleine's 
Lucille 
Jill 
Joe Grey 3 
Merry-Go-Round 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Helen Bates 
Boris Koretzky 
Tony Sarg Co 
Men Paris 
Versatile $ 
Gene Fosdick Orc 
Laurence White 
Marion Pierce 
Onyx Club 
Avon Johnson 
Don Lambert 
6 Spirits of Rhythm 
stuff Smith Ba 


Paradise 


Irene Beasley 
Janice Anore 
Richard & Carson 
Barto & Mann 
Joe & Betty Lee 
Mary Roland 
Florence & Alvarez 
Johnny Russell 
Jay Freeman Orc 
Giten Hutton Orc 
Plaee Elexante 
Toto Canglosi 
Bill Farrell 
Larry Maddi Ore 
Rainbow Gril: 
Emery Deutsch Ore 
Evalyn Tyner 
Jerry Goff 
Jack Kerr 
Ariel Perry 
Rainbow Koom 


Casa Loma Orc 
Sue Hastings 
Alec Templeton 
Ariel Perry 
Aurelia Colomo 
Dr Sydney Koss 
Maurice & C'rd’ba 
Olympic 3 
Evalyn Tyner 
Don Azpiazu Ore 
Round Room 
Nellie Paley 
Rosa Burnett 


Royal Box 


Joe Zelli 
Rachel Carlay 
Pearl -2 
Russian Art 
Dora Boshoer 
Alex Bolshakoff 
Gypsy Nina 
Manolita 
Jenya Pobedina 
Antony Groshefft 
Olga Moskova 
Zachar Martinoff 
Yasha Datskoe Ore 
Sapphire Room 
Vernon Rickard 
Ann Seton 
Barry Winton Ore 
Stork Club 
Sonny Kendis Orc 
Bobby Parks 
Gus Martel Ore 
Tokay 


Mme Ilona Thury 
Johnny Carter 
Maria Karolyia 
Dorothy Perry 
Lou Hegedus 
Bela Zsiga 
Merrill & Zona 
Lillian Kahnes 
Louis Kovac 
Gypsy Rosika Ore 
Eddie Ashman Ore 
Ubangi 
Gladys Bentley Rev 
Broomfield G 
Avon Long 
Alan Drew 
Evelyn Robinson 
Babe Matthews 
Ikie Meyers Bd 
Edra Holly 
Obie Austin Orc 
Valhalla 
Pancho & Dolores 
Doris Reed 
Peter & Cont’l's 
Versailles 
Cross & Dunn 
Minor & Root 
Virginia Verrill 
Meadowbrook Bovs 
Village Barn 


Floria Vestoft 
Larry McMahon 
Lewis Sis 

Jans & Lynton 
Serrannos 
Helene Miller 
Ruskin & Norman 
Wayne Kennon 
Zeb Carver Co 
Mike Bollero 
Milt Mann Ore 


Yaeht Cinb 


Jerry lester 
Doris Rhodes 
Terry Green 
Frances Faye 
Lillian Lovey 
Wilkins & James 
3 Diplomats 

Art Stanley Ore 


Ens 





LOS ANGELES 


Bali 
Bruz Fletcher 
Charles Lawrence 


Beverly Wilshire 
Ruth Robin 
Larry Lee Ore 


Biltmore Bow) 
3 Radio Rogues 
Pierre & Temple 
Jimae Co 
Eddie Rio Co 
Tommy Wonder 
Dick Webster 
Joy Hodges 
Marion Daniels 
3 Rhythm Rascals 
Fred Scott 
Enrico Rh'ba Ore 
Jimmy Grier Ore 


(Continued 


Cafe Casanova 
B Grey & J Bergen 
Casanova Orc 
Loretta Lee 
Gus Van 
Betty Keane 

Cafe Ln Muze 
Park Ave Boys 
Stan Clair Ore 


Clever Club 
Bob Grant Ore 
Rhumba Bd 


Cecoannt Grove 
The DeMarcos 
Bill Roberts 
Les Parker 
Joe Mashay 


Jee Reichman Or 


El Mirader 





Clare 


Dorothy 


on page 77) 





William Farmer Ore 
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BROADWAY HU 


Treasurers Union Pickets Bowling 
Tourney, Forces in 2 of Its B.0. Men 


5 








The union of Theatrical Managers, 
and Treasurers 


Two William Henrys 
Test Equity’s Rule 


Agents went into | 
action last week, much to the sur- 


prise of Broadway, and got quick re- | 
| 
| 





sults. The American alors Asso- First application for membership 
co sgy Saw erg er “% ghia |in Equity since the new rule against 
picketed, with result that two of its | similar names, by an aspirant with 
ticket seller members were engaged. | the identical name player who has 
The union also established a wage | been in the association, was rejected. 
scale, and it ainted oAecs ae 7 _ | Application came from the Coast 
6 Pree esoninsiee go tag Guinn: Levene one William Henry. Applicant 
affiliated with the American Federa- | was informed that he could qualify 
tion of Labor, formed by Theodore | for ‘membership by using a middle 
(Teddy) Mitchell, who heads the or- | initial or adopting another stage 
ganization, along with Jack Mc- | name, because there is another Wil- 
Caron, was supposed As be inactive. | Fete He Boag i deine 
owever, it has been helping to get < » thoug y own, is 
sie tee members and ian have |® member in good standing, the as- 
been spotted with the Federal Thea- sociation list disclosed. 
tre Project (WPA). 
The number of men forced out of | 
work through the constriction of the | 
legit field has resulted in much hard- 
ship and some have been accepting 
jobs for $20 or less weekly. Union 
has no connection with the newly 
formed New York Theatrical Press 
Agents’ Association. Latter is con- 
fined to legit publicity only and has 
a2 minimum salary of $100 weekly. 
Mitchell’s union was originally for | 
agents and managers, with the box 
office men later added. 





Grisman Ordered 
By Court to Pay 





The bowling meet was picketed | 
for two nights only, its sponsors} On Monday (22), in the supreme 


quickly coming to terms with the | court, 
union. At first the placards men- 


Ms ea 


Judge Wasservogel 
|ordered Sam Grisman, co-producer 


vv 


N.Y. oc AaOh 
MOSTLY COME 


A Dozen Laugh Plays Lead 
B’way Year, Nearly Over 
—Gielgud’s ‘Hamlet’ and 
Current ‘Richard II’ Smash 
Top Serious Successes 


Ir 











GOOD. DRAMAS SCARCE 





With the season of 1936-37 in the 


last period prior to the summer 


months, the ratings of the new pro- 
| ductions since Labor Day, plainly 
point to audiences’ preference for 


comedy, rather than drama. Out of 
12 bell-rinzers, straight and musical, 
all clicked because those attractions 
provided laughter as the lure. 


There were two notable excep- 
tions, both being Shakespearean. 
‘Hamlet’ (Gielgud) and ‘King Rich- 


ard II’ are added successes but can 
|hardly be classed as new plays. In 
recent seasons there were strictly 
dramatic presentations which  un- 
deniably clicked. 

Whether or not dramatists failed 





|so far this season, which were mod- 
lerate hits. not standouts. The trend 
|to laugh shows has been marked by 
ithe almost immediate registering of 
those successes. 
Laughter-making 


M |to provide the product is not per- 
ralv e ALM} | tine there being four such plays 
* 


clicks ‘The 


are 


tioned the American Bowling Asso- |of “Tobacco Road,’ and co-leasee of Women,’ ‘You Can't Take It With 
ciation, but when it was discovered |the 48th St. and Hudson theatres,| YOu. ‘Yes, My Darling Dauchter, 
that the contests were under local |N. Y., to pay off on an old judgment ‘Brother Rat, ‘Tovarich, ‘Stage 
auspices, the picket signs were |harking back to the heyday of | Door,” ‘Tonight at 8:30, the latter 
changed to the New York Bowling | vaudeville. The judgment was in| *W° being | closed. Coming fast is 
Assn, Latter has its own men in the | favor of Taylor Granville, who died | Having Wonderful Time, newest 
ticket booths and disclaimed any |in 1923, his sister, Laura Pierpont, | !@ugh show. Included in the group 


knowledge of the union. 

Two of the union treasurers were 
engaged for the duration of the meet, 
which continues until May. They 
are getting $7.50 per day, or $52.50 
for each seven-day week. Scale is | 
somewhat higher than the salary 
paid box office men in the legit field. 
Whether the union will make an- 


from the Coast, pressing the claim 
through Attorney Frederick E. Gold- 
smith. George Gordon Battle acted 
for the defendant. 

Judgment for $2,500 was obtained 
in 1917 by Granville, who claimed 
royalties on certain vaudeville ac{s, 
| sketches which he wrote, and which 
other move, or along what lines, its! Grisman produced. Case was han- 
leaders are not determined. | dled by the late Henry J. Goldsmith, 

Understood, however, that the suc- | with whom present attorney was as- 
cessful picketing of the bowling meet | sociated. 
has resulted in proselyting new Court asked the attorneys to ef- 
members. Union has around 300 | fect a settlement, but they came to 
members, 50 being boxoffice men.|no accord. Judge, thereupon, award- 
Dues are $2 monthly, but may be | ed the full amount of the judgment, 
revised, with the idea of fixing $18 | plus interest of $3,043, which ex- 





| 
| ing a total of $5,543. 

’ Grisman testified that the judg- 

‘BABES TO FEATURE 3 amount and that Granville withdrew 

DURING HUB BREAK-I twa a” 


as the annual cost of membership. | ceeded the original judgment, mak- 
;ment was settled for a nominal 
‘Babes in Arms,’ which opens in 








Boston Thursday (25), will feature | Muriel Hutchisodn’s Mother 


three players, Mitzi Green, Ray 
Heatherton and Duke McHale. They 
Will not be featured in New York, Two fellow players in the cast of 
however, at the premiere, but may ‘The Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse,’ cur- 
be so billed later. Only featuring | rent at the Hudson, N. Y., were 
for the Broadway presentation will | dinner guests at the home of Muriel 
be given Richard Rodgers and} Hutchison, Friday (19) evening, when, 


Lorenz Hart who wrote the show. | before the repast was finished, the 
Dwight Meere Wiman, who is pre- | 


. actress’ mother collapsed. When a 
senting ‘Babes,’ states that there has 


doctor, hastily summoned, advised 
been no undue switching in players | Miss Hutchison that the patient was 
nor was the script changed beca’ se | 


in serious condition, her father was 
of any disaffection of McHale.|summoned from Madison Square 
Manager also said that the only nor- | Garden, where, he had gone to see 
mal changes were effected during 


the Armstrong-Spoldi fight. 
rchearsals. McHale’s status as the 


dancing lead is unchanged, while 
H>atherton is the singing lead, that 
eing the original set-up. 


Collapses; Seriously Ill 


no announcement from the ring be- 
came necessary. Miss Hutchison, 
| who plays the feminine lead in the 
melodrama, went on with the per- 
formance. 








Harwig Moving His Barn 


Walter Hartwig who, for the past 
three summers, has managed a sum- | 
mer theatre in Ogunquit, Me., ex- | 
pects to have a new house for his | 


FRED BALLARD’S NEW PLAY 
Lincoln, March 23. 


Fred Ballard, Nebraska U_ grad 


Plays this year. Plans are under here. who wrote ‘Ladies of the Jury’ 
way for erecting a theatre, with | and ‘Believe Me, Xantippe to success 
larger seating, capacity than the|in N. Y. has passed his latest pen- 


ning, ‘Senator's Husband,’ around 
to the Omaha Community Playhouse 
and University Players here while 


Present Ogunquit Playhouse, about 
a half mile from the center of town. 

Hartwig has just reopened his | 
N. Y. offices in preparation for his | trying to scout up a producer, 
‘ummer season in Maine. Mary X. Ballard opus was well received in 
Sullivan will again serve as his p.a.! both Nebraska stands. 


|executrix of the estate, recently back 


A newspaperman spotted him, and | 


are the musicals ‘The Show Is On,’ 
|‘Red Hot and Blue,’ ‘Follies,’ while 
the comedy of "White Horse Inn’ is 
regarded as an outstanding feature. 

Best of the drama rests between 
‘The Wingless Victory’ and ‘Masque 
of Kings.’ Former is now being al- 
ternated with the revived ‘Candida,’ 
a comedy which is outdrawing the 
drama. ‘Reflected Glory’ is another 
moderate success and really a com- 
edy drama, while ‘High Tor,’ also a 
fairly good winner. is fantasy. 

Seriousness of ‘The Eternal Road’ 
has doubtless affected the draw of 
the big spectacle. There are several 
attractions which may climb into 
the moderate success group before 
the season technically terminates, 
but, if so, it will be because they 
are lighter forms of diversion rather 
than being dramatic or tragic. 


Meredith’s Next 
May Be a New 
Pirandello Play 


Burgess Meredith’s next legit play 
may be a Pirandello drama, hitherto 








unproduced in this country. Actor 
has been approached regarding it, 


and has read a preliminary trans- 
lation. If and when he decides to do 
the play, Guthrie McClintic or some- 
one else might be the producer. 
| McClintic produced ‘High Tor,’ Mere- 
| dith’s curent Broadway play, and 
‘Winterset,’ in which he clicked last 
season. 

Another possibility for actor’s next 
is a new play Maxwell Anderson 
has in mind for him. Playwright has 
ideas for three new ones and will 





ever one ‘comes out first.’ 

Actor doesn't identify 
dello posthumous work other than 
to describe it as a ‘phychological 
drama dealing with reality and un- 
reality. It was written for Alex- 
ander Moissi, who died before he 
could appear in it. Pirandello died 
in Italy some months ago. 

After his ‘High Tor’ engagement, 
which is expected to finish out the 
season either in New York or on the 
road. Meredith will go to the Coast, 
this summer, to fill a commitment 
with RKO. His pic story hasn’t been 
definitely set. 


the Piran- 





ta 


probably give preference to which- | 





vw 








Rough Going 


Rain and sleet, which was 
quickly dissipated, managed to 
slow down traffic on Broadway 
and bisecting streets to a walk 
| Saturday (20) night. Opening 
curtains were held until 9 p.m. 
| 


and even then lower floors were 
but half filled for shows known 
to have virtually 
advance. 

Many did not reach the 
legit theatres until 9:15 or not 
at all. 


TIME MARCHES 
_ ON WITHOUT 
AGENCY BUY 


sold out in 


| 
| 











The economics of ticket 
been questioned, 
‘Having Wonderful Time,’ 
N. Y. supplying the latest instance 
in refutation of such deals. There 
| was a buy arranged for the comedy, 


agency 


buys has again 





Lyceum 


but it was cancelled prior to the 
premiere. Despite the absence of 
agency support or guarantee, at- 


tendance has steadily increased, re- 
gardless of the offish tax-Lenten 
period, and, last week, takings 
topped $14,000. 

Not that the brokers are not sell- 
ing tickets for ‘Time’ but allotments 
to the agencies are ‘regulars’ and 
unsold tickets are returnable in total 
to the box office. One evening last 
week, only five single tickets were 
returned, agencies disposing of 200 
tickets for that performance, half 
of the total being on box office or- 
ders. Such transactions are usually 
made by telephone. 

That number of tickets so sold is 
unusually high for a play not having 
a buy which affords only a percent- 
age of returns, but the bulk of 
tickets for ‘Time’ are sold directly 
at the box office. 


CARROLL DISCHARGED 
FROM BANKRUPTCY 


Earl Carroll, now a 20th Century- 
Fox film producer, was discharged 
from bankruptcy by N. Y. Federal 
Judge Aifred C. Coxe, Thursday 
(18). The former ‘Vanities’ producer 
filed a voluntary petition claiming 
he was broke last October. He listed 
his debts at $983,892 and unsecured 
assets at $410,296. Most of the cred- 
itors had loaned large sums to the 
Earl Carroll Realty Co., on Carroll's 
guarantee. 

Among the largest of these cred- 
itors were John Wanamaker which 
handed out $61,000 and the Chemi- 
cal Bank & Trust Co., which claimed 
$400,000 on notes. 








ijou Heron Dies 





Bijou Heron, 74, who was the wife 
| she was separated for 
| years, died in New York last week. 
The former actress was regarded as 
the most notable ‘Camille’ on the 


a number of Frohman plays. She is 
survived by Gilbert Miller and Mrs. 


| Agnes Loomis, daughter, who was 
also formerly an actress. 

Henry Miller died in 1926. One 
| year later, Henry Miller, Jr., his | 
| eldest son, known on the stage as 


| Jack Miller, was found dead in 
Mexico City. He was estranged from 
the family after getting into trouble 
because of drug addiction. For a 
| time he was confined on the Coast, 
and upon release, drifted 
Mexico. 


into 


| of the late Henry Miller from whom | 
around 20 


American stage and played leads in 


Bway's Two Spectacles Doubtful 
Of Paying Off Production Costs 


o 

Broadway is skeptical whether 
either of its current most costly pro- 
‘The Eternal Road’ and 
‘White Horse Inn,’ will earn back the 
cost of production. “Former cost 
$500,000 or more, latter entailing an 
outlay of $263,000, not counting sal- 
ary guarantee money on deposit with 
Equity. 

‘Inn’ has a better chance to even- 
tually climb out of the red, but, if 
so, it would be on the road. Operetta 
has won back $120,000, while the 
Center theatre’s share approximated 
$100,000 to date. Cost of getting the 
‘Irn’ production ready for touring 
is estimated at $10,000, but Warners 
and Laurence Rivers, Inc. (Rowland 
Stebbins) have not come to an 
agreement on sending the show to 
the road next season. It is now ona 
week to week basis, notice going up 
next Monday (29), 

‘Eternal Road’ may have had one 
or two weeks which grossed enough 
to top operating costs, but the bibli- 
cal spectacle faces a long pull to 
work out its financial problems, 

Spec played its first Sunday per- 
formance, initiating this week, draw- 
ing very good matinee attendance, 
but not capacity except for the low- 
er-priced locations upstairs. 
night performance was 
pices of a Jewish daily. 

There are 40 investors who signed 
notes whereby ‘Road’ was refinanced 
after it collapsed last season before 
opening. More than $200,000 was 
obtained thereby, as fresh capital, 
which has been consumed, If the 
show does repay the bank those 
who signed notes will be called to 
make good. In such event the in- 
vestors will have one year to pay off 
the bank in quarterly installments. 


ductions, 





under aus- 


THESPIC POOCH TO 
GET ASPCA BALLYHOO 


American Society for Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals will present 
‘Patsy,’ title role pooch of Theatre 
Guild's ‘Storm Over Patsy,’ with an 
engraved collar early in April when 
it announces its annual Kindness to 
Animals Week. 

Publicity that hound has attracted 
since his debut is considered good 
propaganda by society. A.S.P.C.A,. 
will also sponsor a broadcast same 
week in honor of the first Broadway 
play-starred dog. 








Durante to Miami 


Taking advantage of the week's 
layoff of ‘Red, Hot and Blue,’ Jimmy 
Durante went to Miami, accome- 
panied by his wife, Jeanne, who has 
been ill. Mrs. Durante was under 
treatment during the fall for a kid- 
ney complaint. 

Show will resume Monday (29) 
for two weeks at the Alvin, N. Y, 
before going to Chicago. 











° 
| Cornelia’s New ’Un 
| Cornelia Otis Skinner has written 
| a new full-length play for a single 
| actress, which she will present for 
the first time next fall. Declines to 
| disclose its subject or title, but will 
| be in several scenes and require 
usual elaborate costuming, as with 
her other protean specialties. Also 
considering offer to appear in a legit 
| play later next season. 
Solo actress gives her program at 
| Bryn Mawr College, her alma 
| mater, today (Wednesday). Will sail 
| for London April 5 to offer series of 
| bills there during the Coronation. 
| Plans usual solo stage and radio 
work during the summer. 





‘Dark Mare’ for Coast 
Pasadena, March 23 
Playhouse has acquired ‘The Dark 
Mare,’ new farce by Joseph Carole. 
It is intended for early summer 
production, 





Sunday. 
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FIP Makes N. Y. Staff Replacements 





In Tightening Its Relief Setup 


There will be changes in the com- 
plement of the Federal Theatre 
Project in New York, but no let- 
outs, with indefinite continuance of 
the relief shows. Understood that 
William P. Farnsworth accepted the 
post as head of the WPA theatre end 
in the metropolis with the proviso 
that he would not be required to 
okay general issuance of pink slips. 

Stated that too many people have 
been assigned to certain jobs. Fewer 
people will be kept in those posts, 
with others given tasks in other de- 
partments of the projects. It is 
hoped, too, that, eventually, relief 
applicants will be put on the pay- 
roll, replacing those either without 
professional show background or 
people transferred from other proj- 
ects, last year. Latter may be re- 
transferred. There are around 5,700 
persons on the project in N. Y. In- 
cluded are musicians assigned to 
shows and theatres. 

Order from Washington is that 
none with home relief status are to 
be dropped and changes are to be 
made among non-relief people, who 
are paid somewhat higher wages. In- 
cluded are boxoffice men. Charles 
V. Brinkerhoff, who moved in with 
Farnsworth as his finance man, is 
not of the theatre, and wanted to 
know why four and five people were 
necessary to conduct boxoffices. 
Those staffs are to be reduced, but 
those switched out are supposed to 
receive other assignments 

Reported that 27 would be dropped 
from the ticket and managers group. 
That attracted a delegation from the 
Managers, Agents and Treasurers 
Union who claimed to be the ma- 
jority. Treasurers Club disputed 
that and was apparently upheld, but 
that does not solve the problem of 
continuance of jobs in the depart- 
ment. 

Manny Cansor, well-known treas- 
urer, who has been executive assist- 
ant to Lyle D. Andrews, agent- 
cashier for New York, was tempo- 
rarily suspénded after a difference 
with Brinkerhoff. Latter questioned 
a taxi fare on Sunday, Cansor ex- 
plaining the cab was used to bring 
the receipts of shows to the office 
for deposit. 


ROBT. STEVENSON, SR., 
DANGEROUSLY ILL 


Robert Stevenson, Sr., one of 
Broadway's best known treasurers, 
who went to the Coast to reside last 
year, is reported desperately ill with 
a stomach ailment. He is under treat- 
ment in the hospital at Laguna 
Beach, Cal. 

Stevenson had been troubled with 
a leg affliction and amputation was 
finally resorted to. His son Robert, 
Jr., also a box office man, is man- 
ager of Erlanger’s, Buffalo. 











‘Spider’ for WPA, Detroit 


Detroit, March 23. 

Fulton Oursler-Lowell Brentano’s 
‘The Spider’ is the next attraction 
on local WPA theatre's schedule, at 
People’s theatre. Three acts of 
vaude used to intro leading per- 
former, played by Jay Michaels. 
Leading femme roles taken by 
Helen DuBois, Virginia Barrie and 
Alma Brock, with Verner Haldene 
directing. 


Topping the vaude portion is 
Madge Maitland, who has toured 
considerably as_ stage headliner. 


Others are David Carnes and Sam- 
uel Chagy, Russian hoofer. 





WPA’S ‘FAUSTUS’ TO TOUR 

WPA is contemplating taking ‘Dr. 
Faustus,’ its reigning hit of the sea- 
son, on a tour of eastern, southern 
and midwestern towns this summer. 
Federal theatre took the colored- 
cast ‘Macbeth’ for an extensive road 
trek last summer, and also sent a 
‘Post Road’ company down south for 
a few dates at the same time. 

Though WPA boasts that ‘Faustus’ 
sells out consistently at the Maxine 
Elliott, N. Y., where it is in third 
month, almost nightly a sprinkling 
of seats go begging. 





‘Blind Man’s Buff,’ drama by Ernst 
* Toller and Denis Johnston, announced 
by Guthrie McClintic for next season. 


GUILD REVAMPS 
‘EYRE’ ON ROAD 


Pittsburgh, March 23. 

Theatre Guild board still far from 
satisfied with present condition of 
‘Jane Eyre’ and plans to make some 
extensive revisions in script before 
presenting the show on Broadway 
in the fall. Last week, during play’s 
engagement here, Sidney Howard 
came in from New York and 
watched a_ single performance, 
hurrying back east immediately, giv- 
ing rise to report that he might doc- 
tor the dramatization Helen Jerome 
made from Charlotte Bronte novel. 
Neither Guild officials nor How- 
ard would admit that was the idea, 
Dut it’s generally known that pro- 
ducers feel play isn’t right yet. A 
couple of new scenes went in here, 
with rehearsals going on pretty 
regularly despite fact that piece has 
been out for 12 weeks. It shuts 
down in Baltimore, April 3, with 
Katharine Hepburn, going to Europe 
for month before reporting May 15 
to RKO on Coast. 








George Cukor, en route from N. Y. 
to Atlanta, where he is to huddle 
with Margaret Mitchell, author of 
‘Gone With the Wind,’ said he’d look 
over the Hepburn show on a Pitts- 
burgh stop-off. He and the star are 
old legit associates. 





Kondolf Resigning 
As Head of WPA’s 
Theatre in Chicago 


Chicago, March 23. 
George Kondoilf, in charge of 
Chicago WPA theatre project, with 
the title of assistant to national di- 
rector, has received several offers 
to go to the Coast on a picture stu- 
dio commitment. It is reported that 





Kondolf, after several bids, has 
finally resigned from the WPA 
project. Vaudeville and other de- 


partments have been under fire. 
Kondolf really brought order out of 
chaos, using his long experience as 
a legit producer and manager into 
use, 

Local production of ‘Oh Say Can 
You Sing’ musical, with 250 people, 
directed by Kondolf, has been such 
a click with both the public and 
the WPA organization that it is be- 
ing sent on tour. ‘Sing’ has been 
ordered into Washington within the 
next four weeks where it will play 
two weeks, then going to New York 
for a run. Show is set up as a fine 
example of what the WPA organi- 
zation can do under proper han- 
dling. . 

Kondolf has at present three the- 
atre projects operating here—the 
Blackstone, the Great Northern and 
the Princess, with a fourth being 
under consideration. 


While here Kondolf produced 
such shows as ‘Triple A Plowed 
Under,’ ‘Mississippi Rainbow,’ 


‘Broken Dishes,’ ‘Oh Say Can You 
Sing,’ negro version of ‘Everyman,’ 


‘Good Old Summertime,” ‘Within 
These Walls,’ ‘It Can’t Happen 
Here.’ 

Whether Kondolf’s resignation 


will be accepted, and who will re- 
place him, are moot questions. 





Corse Payten’s Widow 
In Brooklyn WPA Show 


Henrietta Brown, widow of Corse 
Payton, has the leading role in the 
WPA Federal! Theatre Project's re- 
vival of Lucille La Verne’s play, 
‘Sun-Up.’ Drama opened last night 
(22) at Majestic theatre, Brooklyn, 
ae A 

Veteran actress is playing the part 
of Widow Cagle, originated by Miss 
La Verne in 1923. 





Sovey Returning to St. L. 
St. Louis, March 23. 

Raymond Sovey, scenic designer, 
has been reengaged as art director 
for St. Louis Muny Opera Assn. 
which starts 19th annual season in 
Forest Park, June 4, with ‘The Great 
Waltz.’ He will be serving his third 
consecutive year with muny opera 
here, 

Signaturing of Sovey completes 
task of lining up those who will be 
responsible for presentation of shows 





during 12-week season. 


Halliday’s ‘Play’s 
The Thing’ Revival 


Gilbert Miller is considering a re- 
vival of ‘The Play’s the Thing,’ with 
John Halliday, when ‘Tovarich’ 
closes. Now in its 24th week at the 
Plymouth, N. Y., “‘Tovarich’ is fig- 
ured to run through the summer. 
Some question, however, about the 
Shuberts installing air-conditioning 
in the Plymouth before warm 
weather. Expected that will be de- 
cided in a couple of weeks. 
Following the Broadway run, Hal- 
liday and Marta Abba will take the 
play on a tour of the key cities. That 
will probably be next fall. Another 
‘Tovarich’ company, with Osgood 
Perkins, Eugenie Leontovich and 
Bela Lugosi, now on the Coast, will 
play the cities not touched by the 
Broadway production. 

Halliday’s ‘Play’s the Thing’ yen 
may nix his film activities for an- 
other season, at least. 


AIRING LEGIT 
‘PARTY RACKET 


With an idea of cleaning up the 
‘party situation,’ several meetings 
were held in New York last week, 


principal suggestions aiming to stand- 
ardize percentages. There are 10 spe- 
cialists who sell books of tickets for 
theatre parties in legit theatres, all 
being women. For arranging the 
parties they are usually paid 10% of 
the total sales, but it appears that 
some in the group have been cutting 
rates and agreeing to a 5% cut. 

Claimed that the party thing is 
something of a racket, and that it 
has been affecting ticket sales in pre- 
mium agencies, also cut rates. 

Deals for previews, given for 
charitable organizations, were also 
queried. Stated that one such ‘spe- 
cialist’ has been handing over half 
the tickets to the organizations and 
selling the balance in stores. 


YOUNG B’WAY PLAYERS 
IN NEW LEGIT GROUP 


Group of younger actors, several 
of whom are leads in current Broad- 
way legits, plan a new co-operative 
producing organization next season. 
Claim ample backing for at least one 
production and expect to obtain sup- 
port for an extended program. Al- 
ready reading scripts. 

Members of the group include 
Katharine Locke, of ‘Having Won- 
derful Time’; Louise Platt, Katherine 
Squire; Frieda Altman, of ‘Marching 
Song’; Joan Madison, Mary Arbenz, 
Olga Druce, Batami Schneider; 
Harold Johnsrud, Herbert Rudley, 
Olive Deering and Abner Biber- 
man, all of ‘Eternal Road,’ and Mar- 
tin Pollock, Joseph Kramm, Alfred 
Corn, Harry Horner and Curt Con- 
way. 

They are now meeting weekly to 
rehearse plays for practice. Haven't 
selected name for group. Plan taking 
summer place to continue work 
during hot weather. 

Another group of younger actors is 
meeting under Beanno Schneider’s 
direction for weekly rehearsals and 
practice ‘to improve their art.’ They 
include surgess Meredith, Peggy 
Ashcroft and Hume Cronyn, of 
‘High Tor’; Vincent Price, of ‘Vic- 
toria Regina,; Margo, of ‘Masque 
of Kings’; Jose Ferrer, of ‘Brother 
Rat,’ and Virginia Campbell and 
Emily Woodruff. Class meets Fri- 
day at ll a.m. They have no pro- 
duction plans. Katharine Locke is 
a recent click in Having Wonder- 
ful Time.’ 

Neither of the groups are one re- 
ferred to in recent stories in the 
dailies about players from ‘High Tor’ 
and ‘Wingless Victory’ getting to- 
gether for practice. Those stories 
were in error. Activity they referred 
to took place last season, with ‘Win- 
terset’ and ‘Saint Joan’ players par- 
ticipating. 




















Kaufman’s New Task 


George S. Kaufman will dramatize 
John Steinbeck’s novel ‘Men and 
Mice’ for Sam H. Harris and not the 
author. Reports had it in reverse 
with Kaufman directing play. 

Latter leaves for Hollywood within 
a fortnight to start work on the 
script, which will be produced next 





season, 





N. Y. PRESS AGENTS 
NOMINATE OFFICERS 


At a gathering of the new New 
York Theatrical Press Agents Asso- 
ciation on Sunday (21), the consti- 
tution and by-laws were adopted and 
officers were nominated. Election 
will be held Thursday (April 1) of 
next week, at the Algonquin hotel. 


Same slate was nominated as now 
acting temporarily: Ray Henderson, 
president; Helen Deutsch, vice-presi- 
dent; Phyllis Perlman, secretary and 
Charles Washburn, treasurer. There 
were several additional nominations, 
but the preponderant vote given 
some named indicates they will 
easily win. However, one candidate 
is known to be opposed by a group 
and a close contest is likely. There 
were 10 names placed in nomination 
for the board, five to be elected. 


Qualifications of 40 senior mem- 
bers were verified, they have 
agented Broadway productions with- 
in the past five years. In addition 
there will be four associate and two 
junior members. Dues for seniors 
and associates will be $20 annually 
and juniors will pay $5. After the 
election, the NYTPAA will seek a 
contract with the managers, estab- 
lishing the $100 weekly minimum. 


Equity Protects 
Its WPA Members 


By New Ruling 











Equity has been successful in get- 
ting a new regulation protecting its 
members in the WPA shows. It con- 
cerns those players who obtain a 
leave of absence in order to accept 
regular production berths or other 
jobs which may not be permanent. 
Actors have been leaving and going 


off the payroll to accept such out- 
side jobs, for no more than six 
weeks, at which time they can be 
reinstated without red tape. Ab- 
sentees must retain the other jobs 
for at least two weeks which is the 
minimum stage engagement under 
Equity rules. 

Heretofore, actors who left the 
project to accept professional en- 
gagements, were placed on the pref- 
erential list, there being no definite- 
ness of their going back on the pay- 
roll. Under the new reguiation, it 
is believed WPA people will be en- 
couraged to take outside positions. 


TWO SHOWS OUT 


‘Cross-Town’ was yanked from the 
48th St. N. Y. Saturday after playing 
five performances. Panned by re- 
viewers. Some talk of revising script 
and reopening elsewhere. 











‘CROSS-TOWN’ 

Opened Mafch 17, ’37. Joseph 
O. Kesselring’s effort took a 
severe lacing from the first- 
stringers. Watts (Tribune) said 
‘it makes the previous misfits of 
the year look pretty masterly.’ 

Gabriel (American) declared 
it ‘generally coarse, careless, 
foolish, floundery.’ 











‘Howdy Stranger’ stopped at the 
46th St. where it moved from the 
Longacre. Played 10 weeks to light 
money, not bettering even break. 
Proposed to reopen with a new lead 
but doubtful of relighting. 





‘HOWDY STRANGER’ 

Opened Jan. 14, 37. With but 
one exception, critics turned 
thumbs down on this produc- 
tion starring Frank Parker, 
radio singer. Gilbert (Tele- 
gram) called it an ‘amusing 
show,’ but At:inson (Times) 
said, ‘as a werk of art, ‘Howdy 
Stranger’ is the worst of the 
week.’ 

Variety (Land) “said: ‘Won't 
linger long.’ 











‘It Never Rains’ will be title of 
‘The Meal Ticket’ when it opens on 
Broadway next season, 








Equity to Decide Ballot Amendment 
By Referendum; Opposish from Within 


It is expected that an amendment 
to Equity’s .constitution, providing 
for secret balloting, which failed to 
obtain the requisite number of votes 
at the association’s third quarterly 
meeting last Friday (19), will be 
placed before the whole membership 
by referendum. The proposal was 
opposed by the administration on the 
ground that such balloting is un- 
necessary, but its proponents man- 
aged to swing 228 votes in its favor 
out of a total of 400. 

The session held at the Astor hotel, 
N. Y., was not the stormiest in 
Equity’s annals, but it was thorough- 
ly unpleasant, especially to those on 
the platform. There were around 


730 members present, about 350 not 
being eligible to vote, because back 
in dues payments or carrying excuse 
cards. Muttering and raising of 
points of order punctuated the meet- 
ing, for there is no doubt that there 
are factions in Equity, a trend that 
is present in many labor organiza- 
tions. 

Under the rules an amendment to 
the constitution must be favored by 
two-thirds present at the meeting 
and there shall be at least 750 at- 
tending in good standing. It was 
obvious that the proposal could not 
be carried, merely paving the way 
for referendum. When the rule was 
adopted, Equity’s membership more 
than doubled its present size. Asso- 
ciation has a total membership of 
4,627 at present, but around 1,500 are 
ineligible to vote. Paid-up member- 
ship is 2,750, which figure betters 
last year’s by over 300. 


Independent Ticket 


That there will be an independent 
ticket in the field for the annual 
late May election, which will name 
officers for a three-year period, is 
anticipated. However, the militants 
did not place one candidate on the 
nominating committee. ‘Supporters 
of the administration’ voted in all 
six, who will function with three 
already selected by the council. 


There were 24 names placed on the 
blackboard before the motion to 
close the listing. Some received less 
than a dozen votes, those being se- 
lected getting varying numbers of 
supporters. A petition with more 
than 300 signatures had appealed for 
a nominating committee ‘which 
would be representative of the whole 
membership.’ This petition came 
from several points, including Hol- 
lywood. Its phrasing and diction 
were identical, which indicated that 
a steering committee opposed to the 
administration is in operation. The 
opposition group, called the Actors 
Forum, was ordered disbanded by a 
clear majority last winter, but those 
individuals who made up the group 
are apparently contacting each other. 
Equity never had such a faction 
within its membership unfil the 
group was formed, and whether the 
present move to ‘end factionalism’ in 
the association is genuine will be de- 
termined on the expected referen- 
dum and independent ticket moves. 


The six members of the committee 
named at the meeting in the order 
of the number of votes cast for each 
were: Ernest Truex, Josephine Hull, 
Lucile Watson, Ruth Hammond, Matt 
Briggs and Jimmy Durante. They 
comprise two-thirds of the nomina- 
tors, three others having been select- 
ed by the council: Lee Baker, Clyde 
Fillmore and Jay Fassett. Three 
women on the committee, therefore. 
coming from the floor. 

Equity officers see no special ob- 
jection to secret balloting, regarded 
by its proponents as an American 
custom at political elections, and .if 
the majority so wills it that method 
will be adopted. Yet they cannot 
figure the necessity for such pro- 
cedure. Ballots are kept for several 
months, and anyone wishing to check 
up the count may do so. 

As for keeping identities secret. 
there is no indication that adminis- 
tration opponents are so minded. At 
the meeting those members who 
voted against administration pro- 
posals identified themselves by hold- 
ing aloft the colored cards given 
those in good standing. The same 
was true of other sessions, so that 
officers see no purpose for the pro- 
posed amendment. Process of secret 
voting outlined would mean consid- 
erable, additional detail at elections 
and other sessions, regarded by of- 
cers as unwieldy. 
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Bankhead Only Fair $12,000 in Chi: 
Can't Take It Leads Town, $17,000 





?> 


Chicago, March 23. 

Three shows here now and noth- 
ing in the offing until late April, 
when ‘Idiot's Delight’ is due at the 
Erlanger and ‘Red Hot and Blue’ at 
the Grand. 

New show here last week was 
Tallulah Bankhead’s ‘Reflected 
Glory’ at the Grand, but looks for 
no riot here, following a fairish ini- 
tial session. Will make it a three- 
week stay before taking on midwest 
dates in St. Paul, Madison and Mil- 
waukee. 

‘Can’t Take It’ remains the town’s 
box office howler and ‘Leaning on 
Letty’ the town’s wonder show on 
coin and length of stay. 

Three WPA enterprises just match 
in number the regulation legit offer- 
ings. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Leaning on Letty,’ Selwyn (1,000; 
$2.75) (18th week). Remarkable for 
length of the run; swell $10,000 last 
week. 

‘Reflected Glory,’ Grand (1,300; 
2.75) (2d week). Somewhat flabby 
for an initial week at around $12,- 
000. Expected better. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Harris (1,000; $2.75) (7th week). 
Holding practically to sell-out trade, 
at nearly $17,000. 

WPA 

‘Good Old Summertime,’ 
stone. Struggling. 

‘Mississippi Rainbow,’ 
Getting good colored trade. 

‘O Say Can You Sing?’ Great 
Northern. Musical winner may go 
to Washington and New York as an 
example of fine WPA work. 


FOLLIES’ SOCK 
$30,000, M'W'KEE 


Milwaukee, March 23. 
Shuberts’ ‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ on its 
first date out of Chicago, played 
Milwaukee last week and approxi- 
mated a gross of $30,000, biggest take 
in seasons for this stand. 


Black- 


Princess. 











. Des Moines, March 23. 
‘Follies’ drew turnaway business 
here Sunday (21) night, on a one- 
night stand, takings at the Auditori- 
um being quoted at over $10,000. 
Show is in Kansas City this week. 


‘BOY’ $6,800 2D WEEK 
SHARES L. A. WITH FEDS 


; Hollywood, March 23. 
Aside from the several Federal 
heatre Projects, the El Capitan, 

with Henry Duffy’s coast production 
of ‘Boy Meets Girl,’ had the legit 
field to itself last week. Biltmore 
woe ne _— for several weeks, 
ls figured to prolong the st 
of the Duffy comedy. i 


- Estimates for Last Week 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ El] Capitan (C- 
1,571; $1.65) (2nd week). Trade hold- 
ing good and, at $6,800, comedy is 


likely to stay another three or four 
stanzas, 








; WPA 
pi terchant of Venice,’ Hollywood 
ayhouse. Featuring Estelle Win- 
wood (guest star) as Portia, and 
* Hughes as Shylock, this pre- 
+ FTP production debuts 
ursday (25). Directed by Robert 
incre aom with a supporting cast 
Omens Ann Pendleton, John 
Malley, Philip Dakin, Moselle 
imbler, Roy Sutherland, Jess Lee 
rooks and Sirio Vlasich. 


Blind Alley,” Mayan. Three-act 
Seater comedy opens Friday (26). 
Losin he under the direction of 
Wick] aker, cast features Gordon 

ard, Martine Pawley, Anthony 
Dick Rich, go use, Frances Hall, 

}~ Wisdom Tooth,’ Musart. Now 
nal week, folding Sunday (28). 
cal = of Reviews,’ Mason. Musi- 
paar ire closes Sunday (28) after 
-<Veral weeks at house and follow- 


ing a lon r : 
Playhouse un at the Hollywood 


in 


-____ 


‘Year’ $3,000, Newark 


Newark, March 23. 


dian’ Good Year,’ farce comedy, 
of the} fare so well at the hands 


; Ocal critics and got a poor 

estimated $3,000 at the bo. 

but . had something to do with it, 

Mend it, RLaY_ had little to recom- 
it. House is dark this week. 








‘RAT’ $10,500, OKAY, 
ON FINAL HUB WEEK 





‘Brother Rat,’ soloing here last 


Boston, March 23. 








‘WALTZ’ DISSAPPOINTS 
PHILLY, $14,500, 2D WK. 


Philadelphia, March 23. 

Philly’s legit is at a complete 
standstill this week, with a_pick- 
up, however, skedded for April. 

Next week’s only booking—at the 
present writing—is ‘Excursion,’ try- 
out at the Erlanger, but the Forrest 
still hopes to get a last-minute show. 
John Golden production, ‘Susan and 
God,’ with Gertrude Lawrence, is 
set for two weeks 
starting April 12 





and, one 





at the Forrest | 
week | 


week, held up very satisfactorily to | later, the Erlanger has a musical | 
a $10.500 windup. | 
‘Babes in Arms,’ new Rodgers-Hart | 


musical, opens here Thursday (25) | 
advance | 


and is arousing a lot of 
word-of-mouth. Mitzi Green and Ray 
Heatherton are starred. 

April 12 is a quadruple date here: 


Katharine Cornell in ‘Winged 
Victory’ and ‘Candida’ (Shubert): 
D’Oyly Carte operetta company 


(Colonial), first of four weeks: ‘Great 
Waltz’ (Opera House); and ‘Thumbs 
West,’ new piece by Herbert Barnum 
Seeley. (house unannounced ). 
‘Thumbs’ may have to wait for 
‘Brother Rat’ to finish its run, or go 
into the Majestic. 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘Brother Rat’ (Plymouth; $2.75, 5th 
week). Local playgoers like the play 
and the company, and the military 
acad comedy looks set for at least 
three more frames. 


LUNTS $25,000, 
NEW CLEVE. 
HIGH 


Cleveland, March 23, 
Broadway's talk that Cleveland has 








try-out, ‘Friday at Four,’ 
ported for two weeks. 
‘The Great Waltz’ 


also re- 


ended a disap- | 


pointing two weeks’ engagement at | 
the Forrest Saturday with approxi- | 


mately $14,500 for the 2d week. Lays 
off this week. 





HEPBURN $22,509, 


NEW niGH IN 
PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, March 23. 

Katharine Hepburn cracked 
town wide open here last week, roll- 
ing up a new record for the season 
at the Nixon’s $2.85 top Film star’s 
‘Jane Eyre’ knocked off sizzling 
$22,500 and there would have been 
more had not ATS ticket-holders 
been granted a reduction, although 
the show was outside the regular 
series. 

Both matinees were big, drawing 
standees, even in the gallery, which 
hasn't happened here in years. 

For straight play, only Katharine 
Cornell did any better all year (in 
‘Wingless Victory’) but she got $3.30 
top. Nearest approach to ‘Jane 


become a poor legit road stand was | Eyre’s’ biz, and at the same scale, 


refuted and kicked into the limbo by 
‘Idiot’s Delight,’ which earned $25,000 
cracking the year’s b.o. records at 
the Hanna last week for a six-day 
attraction. 


was ‘Children’s Hour,’ which nabbed 
approximately $17,500. 
Estimate for Last Week 


‘Jane Eyre’ (Nixon; 2,100; $2.85). 
At this scale, a new top for the sea- 





son, ‘Jane Eyre’s’ $22,500 betters by 


| 


Cleveland can be brutal to weak | $5.000 the previous mark held by 


sisters from Manhattan, yet this case 


proves it also can treat a play that 
has real stuff handsomely. Even 
Alfred Lunt, co-star, was pessimistic 
when he came into the _ house, 
gloomily predicting the Pulitzer prize 
drama wouldn’t go over $16,000. But 
he changed his mind. 

Theatre Guild production topped 
all of this year’s other grosses by 
about $8,000. Record up to now was 
held by Jane Cowl’s ‘First Lady,’ 
which got $18,000 in one week. 
Katharine Hepburn’s ‘Jane Eyre’ got 
$16,000 for eight performances, put- 
ting Cleveland on the come-back 
road. 

‘Idiot’s Delight’ is also the first at- 
traction this season to have standees. 
Saturday’s final show had 150 stand- 
ing up. Two matinees brought out, 
for the initial time in several years, 
a long line of femmes. 

Hanna is dark the current week, 
reopening its doors March 29 for the 
D’Oyly Carte operettas, on which 
advance sales are booming. 

Play House, rep theatre, is con- 
tinuing ‘Johnny Johnson’ for a third 


week. 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘Idiot’s Delight,’ Hanna (1.435; 55c.- 
$3.30). Brightest news of the year. 
the Lunts establishing a °37 high of 
$25,000 with capacity crowds. De- 
mand for seats so strong the play 
could easily have stayed a second 
week. 


JANE COWL’S FRISCO 
THIRD WEEK, $9,000 


San Francisco, March 23. 

Jane Cowl’s illness last week ne- 
cessitated refunds on tickets for last 
Tuesday’s performance of ‘First 
Lady’ at the Curran. Miss Cowl was 
sniffling so much on the stage Mon- 
day night that it was almost impos- 
sible to hear her. Although far from 
well during the remainder of the 
week, she managed to go on with 








‘Children’s Hour.’ Miss Hepburn’s 
femme and film draw is indicated 
by matinee turnaways and early dis- 
posal of cheaper seats. 


‘BOY-GIRL’ REPEAT 
FAIR $9,500, WASH. 


Washington, March 23. 


Pre-Holy Week slump hit both 
Capital legit spots last week, but 
the repeat of a hit did better than 
an aspiring newcomer. If ‘His Ex- 
cellency’ had won good notices it 
might. have been the other way 
around, but a lukewarm press re- 
ception sent the doubters either to 
‘Boy Meets Girl’ or the picture 
houses. 

Belasco is dark this week for the 
first time since turning on its foot- 
lights again. National is packed to 
the roof with ATS and Guild fans 
for ‘Jane Eyre,’ latter in the nature 
of a local recoup for Katharine 
Hepburn, who failed here in her 
last legit try, ‘The Lake.’ National 
brings in another road-show repeat 
next week with the return of ‘Great 
Waltz,’ tariff sliced to $2.50 ton, set- 
ting up the screen the following 
week for “The Good Earth’ (MG). 
Belasco gets the first premiere of 
its new legit career next week with 
the opening of ‘Hitch Your Wagon,’ 
comedy. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Boy Meets Girl’ (National: $2.20). 
Second engagement of road com- 
pany this spring drew approximate- 
ly $9,500. 

‘His Excellency’ (Belasco; $2.75). 
First pre-Broadway offering at the 
house got thin notices and couldn't 
better $4.000. 


‘CAN'T HAPPEN HERE’ 
OPENS IN PARIS 

















the show. 

‘Touch of Brimstone’ (WPA) 
closed at the Columbia theatre Sat- 
urday (20), after two below-average | 
weeks. 

Estimates for Last Week | 


| dramatization 


The play, ‘It Can’t Happen Here, 
of Sinclair Lewis’ 
novel by John C. Moffit and Lewis, 
opened in Paris last week in a 
French translation by 


‘First Lady’ (Curran) (3d week) | Chambannes and Sabine Berritz. 


(1,500; $2.50). Jane Cowl, a good | 
cast and a play well-liked here. Take 
last week off a bit with the house | 
dark Tuesday night on account of 
illness of Miss Cowl. No complaints 
at $9,000. ‘Tovarich’ opened last 
night, with Eugenie Leontovich and 
Osgood Perkins starred. 
WPA | 
‘Touch of Brimstone’ 
(2nd week). Folded Saturday (20), 
after a fairish engagement. ‘Help 
Yourself,’ first Federal Theatres 
road show, opened a limited run 
last night. 


(Columbia) 


| Chez Nous’ 


| running. 


Title used abroad is ‘Pas de Ca 


| Piece is playing at the Theatre de 
lta Renaissance, and was staged by 


Henri Lesieur. 

‘Happen’ first hit U.S. stages early 
last autumn when the WPA _ un- 
veiled 21 companies simultaneously 
in as many cities. Two are still 
Half a dozen little thea- 
tres around the country have also 
produced the play in towns where 
the WPA has no theatre project. 





the | 





=—a 


B ways Pre-Easter Biz Impressive, 


Standees for the Hits; ‘Time 14G's 





Instead cf Broadway taking a dive 
last week, at least half-a-dozen at- 
tractions drew better grosses than 
during the previous week, which 
started with the Federal income tax 


deadline. Most unusual, for late 
Lent, and indications are that the 
current Holy Week will not see the 
slump that is annual— according to 
activity in ticket agencies, also ex- 
cellent attendance drawn by the} 
leaders Monday (22). There were 
42 standees in for one hit and a like 
number were on the hoof for an- 


good 


other. while one of the newe: 





things got $1,800, or $600 better than | 


the previous Monday. 


There are none too many 


proved last week; gross approached 
$9,000 and show should stick. 

‘The Eternal Road,’ Manhattan 
O. H. (12th week) (M-2,780-$3.30). 
Operating in red, but management 
still hopeful that spectacle will find 
its stride after Easter; $19,000 esti- 
mated last week; scale revised down, 


‘The Wingless Victory,’ Empire 
(14th week) (D-1,099-$3.30). Aided 
by three alternate performances of 
‘Candida,’ gross went to $16,200 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore (13th 
week) (C-1,048-$3.30). Little affected 
last week, but virtual capacity - 
| sulted in a gross of nearly $20,500, 

Tobacco’ Road,’ Forrest (172d 


shows 


on the list and the fact that several | 


are laving off this week may be aid- 
ing the stickers. Actually three 
shows are dark until next Monday 
(Easter )—‘Red. Hot and Blue,’ ‘Fred- 
erika,’ and ‘Marching Song’ (small 
grosser). Another, ‘White Horse Inn, 
ducked Monday and Tuesday, but Is 
playing twice daily tor the balance 
of the week. Another layoff may 
resume next week but is a flop and 
probably will not. 

For the first time there are more 
shows dark for Holy Week on Broad- 
way than on the road where two 
shows are idle—‘The Great Waliz’ 
and “Tobacco Road.’ Jewish Pass- 
over falls on this (Good) Friday 
(26) with advance sales reported fa- 
vorable for a big night and strong 
weekend. 

Only one arrival last week, ‘Cross- 
Town.’ which went off at the 48th St 
after four days. ‘Driftwood,’ post- 
poned half a dozen times, is slated 
for tonight at the Longacre; ‘Chalked 
Out.’ Morosco, being the other pre- 
miere this week. Next week: ‘Shoot 


a Grand Duke,’ National; ‘Young 
Madame Conti,’ Music Box; ‘Fare- 
well Summer,’ Fulton; ‘Bet Your 


Life’ and ‘Close Quarters,’ possibil- 
ities. Cornelia Otis Skinner starts 
a series at the Lyceum Sunday (28). 


reappearing next Tuesday (30), 
Thursday (1) and Sunday (4). 
‘Howdy Stranger’ withdrew from 


the 46th St. 


Estimates for Last Week 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Cort (70) week ) 
(C - 1,059 - $3.30). Around $7,500; 
hooked up light, so profit continuous, 

‘Behind Red Lights,’ Mansfield 
(11th week) (D-1,079-$3.30). Slipped 
last week, with takings under the 

7,000 mark, but profit. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Biltmore (15th 
week) (C-991-$3.30). Went further 
ahead, with some performances and 
week-end shows going to standee 
proportions; bettered $14,500. 

‘Chalked Out,’ Morosco (1st week) 
(D-961-$3.30). Presented by Brock 
Pemberton; written by Lewis E. 
Lawes and Jonathan Finn; opens 
Thursday (25). 


‘Cross Town,’ 48th St. Withdrawn 
Saturday after five performances; 
some talk of resuming in another 
house. 


‘Dead End,’ Belasco (74th week) 
(CD-1,000-$3.30). Cut-rate deal on 
again, with show guaranteed better 
profit; last week estimated over 
$6,500. 


‘Driftwood,’ Longacre (lst week) 
(D-1,019-$3.30). Delayed again be- 
cause of mechanical problems; opens 
Wednesday (24). 

‘Frederika,’ Imperial (0 - 1,468- 
$3.85). Laying off this week; played 
seven weeks to fair grosses, with av- 
erage around $14,000; resumes Mon- 
day. 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum 
(5th week) (CD-957-$3.30). Again 
moved forward and may be a sum- 
mer stayer; takings topped $14,000. 

‘High Tor,’ Beck (llth week) (D- 
1,214-$3.30). Tucked away another 
profitable week, although gross was 
under level of average; grossed 
nearly $12,500. 

‘Howdy Stranger,’ 46th St. With- 
drawn Saturday, after playing 10 
weeks to modest money; averaged 
$4,000. 

‘Masque of Kings,” Shubert (7th 
week) (D-1,382-$3.30). Has been get- 
ting around $15,000 weekly and, if 








| 


| 





Jacques | 


maintaining pace, will stay through 
spring. 

‘Now You've Done It,’ Miller (4th 
week) (C-944-$3.30). Picked 1% Sat- 
urday and management hop< «! that 
it will live down a bad press; $2,500: 
‘Miss Quis’ slated for the house. 

‘Red, Hot and Blue,’ Alvin ‘(M- 
1,355-$4.40). Laying off this week: 
played 21 weeks; slipped to $20,000; 
resumes Monday for final two weeks. 

‘Show Is On,’ Winter Garden (14th 


| week) (R-1,671-$4.40). Held up very 


(‘None of That Here’). | 


| enough 


well last week, as did most leaders; 
estimated $32,000. 

‘Storm Over Patsy,’ Guild ‘3d 
week) (CD-914-$3.30). Business good 
on subscription basis, with 


| takings around $12,000, but not sure 
| of sticking after sixth week. 


| Hudson 
i One of the attractions 


‘Sun Kissed,’ Little (3d week) (C- 
532-$3.30). Has shown little promise 
at box-office; first full week esti- 
mated less than $3,200. 

‘The Amazing Dr. 
‘4th week) 


Clitterhouse,’ 
‘D-1,617-$3.30). 
which im- 








week) (D-1,017-$1.65). Lowest scaled 
play in town continues to earn a 
weekly profit; $7,000. 


‘Tovarich,’ Plymouth (24th week) 
(CD-1,036-$3.30). Still among the best 
that Broadway offers; up last week 
when the gross was nearly $19,000. 


‘Victoria Regina,’ Broadhurst (re- 


sumed eng.) (55th week) (D-1.110- 
$3.30). Another § attraction which 
upped its pace despite Lent; takings 
close to $17,000; great for run show. 

‘White Horse Inn,’ Center (26th 
week) (M-3,321-$3.85). Has operated 


in the red for the past few weeks, 
but should improve steadily, starting 
the current last half: $20,000 last 
week; laying off first two nights. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Play- 
house (7th week) (C-878-$3.20), 
Standout comedy has been approxi- 
mating $16,000; standees at most per- 
formances. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Booth (15th week) (C-704-$3.30), 
Broadway's sock laugh show and tops 
all in demand; only a matter of 
standees; close to $15,000. 

Revivals, Etc. 


‘King Richard II,’ St. James; little 
change in pace of extraordinary re- 
vival; standees in often; $19,000 or 
better. 

‘Candida,’ Empire; coupled with 
‘The Wingless Victory,’ but drawing 
stronger attendance; 68 standees Sate 
urday night. 

‘Marching Song,’ Bayes; laying off 
this week; expected to resume next 
Monday. 

‘Naughty Naught,’ American 
sic Hall; old-type meller. 

WPA 


Mue- 


‘The Sun and I,’ Adelphi. 

‘Power,’ Ritz. 

‘Dr. Faustus,’ Elliott. 

‘The Show-Off,’ Lafayette, Harlem. 

‘Love in Humble Life,’ Daly's. 

‘Native Ground,’ Venice (formerly 
Jolson's). 


G.85, SOCK 17/6 
IN AUTO CITY 


Detroit, March 23. 

Annually this burg goes ga-ga 
‘over Gilbert & Sullivan, and this 
year is no exception, despite Lent 
and sitdownitis. Here for a forte 
night’s run, to which the original 
one-week engagement was extended 
after heavy ducat demands, the 
D’Oyly Carte company grabbed off a 
plenty big $17,500 chunk last week 
at the Cass, on nine performances 
at $3.30 top. 

Got off to a hefty start with ‘Mi- 
kado’ and the house filled nicely 
throughout the rest of the week, 
Top priced section was a little thin 
a couple of nights, but the cheaper 
chairs were occupied practically all 
the time. House had been dark the 
week previous, so the natives came 
in droves. 

One performance has been cut this 
week, on Good Friday, but advance 
sales presage the G. & S. comn-ny 
will take away plenty. ‘Idiot’s Do- 
light’ moves into the Cass next 
week, to be followed by a two-week 
stand of ‘Ziegfeld Follies.’ 

Estimate for Last Week 








D’Oyly Carte Co. (Cass: 1.400; 
$3.30 top). Built nicelv, got awry 
to a big start, and salted away 12 


fine $17,500 on the first session. In 
second stanza currentlv, with eight 
performances scheduled. 


Shows in lial 





‘Susan and God’—John Golden. 

‘Close Quarters’—Shuberts. 

‘Young Madame Conti’ — Barney 
Klawans (Warners). 

‘Curtain Call’—Quigley and Chate 
tell. 

‘Shoot a Grand Duke’—Brock Pem- 
berton. 

‘Miss Quis’—Vinton Freedly. 

‘Bet Your Life’—Ben Stein. 

‘Excursion’—John C. Wilson. 

‘Farewell Summer’—B. F. Kamsier. 

‘Hitch Your Wagon’—Pearson and 
Baruch. 
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aside Stul—Lest 


John M. Dietz, billed as the presenter of ‘Cross-Town’ which opened 
and closed at the 48th St., N. Y., last week, specializes in major fight pic- 
tures, this being his first venture in legit. Interested with him in the film 
end is Bill Duffy, former night club proprietor and manager of Primo 
Carnera. Duffy is said to be a partner in the show. 

They cleaned up with the Joe Louis-iiax Schmeling fight pictures, with 
others not so interesting made over into shorts and inserts. Marty For- 
kins, originally mentioned as the play’s sponsor, apparently lost inter- 
est in it. 





It was proposed to seek permission to lay off ‘Cross Town’ (Onct Upon | 
a Time’) but it will not relight. Ordinarily, shows may he idle during Holy 
Week, provided they have played at least two weeks. In this instance the 
show was opened but four days. Equity permission. therefore, would have 
been doubtful. 

Plan to revise the script and relight in another theatre is apparently 
cold. House is booked to get ‘Hitch Your Wagon,’ April 8. 

Several English players in the cast of “The Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse,’ 
Hudson, N. Y., were interrogated by immigration officers at the Canadian 
border, when the show played Toronto. One was removed from the train 
and might have been held for deportation because of alleged improper 
entry into the U.S. It was discovered, however, that two Britishers were 
resident aliens and not subject to the alien regulations. ; 

Situation was cleared up by Lodewick Vroom, company manager with 
‘Clitterhouse,, who was born in Canada, but who is now an American 
citizen. 





Newest development in controversy that has been waged for several 
months against the Los Angeles Federal Theatre Project is the elimina- 
tion entirely from the project of Maude Fealy, veteran actress and stock 
producer, and her demotion to a job in the sewing division of the Works 
Progress Administration. Miss Fealy has been a storm center of the 
Coast turmoil, which has as its object the ousting of J. Howard Miller, 26- 
year-old western supervisor for the project, and the spotting of persons 
with theatrical experience in the several executive posts. 





More than 40% of the paid attendance at the WPA’s major productions 
running currently in N. Y. comes from block ticket buys by labor or- 
ganizations, clubs and other groups. Nearly 200 different organizations 
have already made group buys, most of them for several different shows. 
Productions getting group attendance are ‘The Show Off,’ at Lafayette 
theatre, in Harlem; ‘The Sun and I’ at the Adelphi, ‘Power’ at the Ritz, 
‘Dr. Faustus’ at the Maxine Elliott, ‘Bassa Moona’ at the Majestic, Brook- 
lyn, and ‘Love in Humble Life’ at Daly’s. 





Gypsy Rose Lee, first strip-teaser that Hollywood has been interested 
in, will appear for 20th-Fox, next season, if her contract with the Shuberts 
is adjusted. Miss Lee is appearing in the ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ on the road. 

Stripper has a rider attached to her standard contract, whereby the 
Shuberts have an option on her services next season. Film firm is seek- 
ing a settlement so that she may go to the Coast, after the revue’s tour 
ends. 





Broadway witnessed a battle of p.a.’s this week, when Henry Hull ac- 


On Broadway 
CROSS-TOWN 


Comedy in three acts presented at 48th 
street, N. Y., March 17, 37, by John A. 
Dietz; written by Joseph O. Kesselring; 





staging, William B. Friedlander; settings, 
Karl O. Amend. $3.30 top. 
Bumps Malone....ccoccees: Joseph Downing 
Mary Malom@..csvccccvece Mary McCormack 
Denny GordeR..cccccccecceses Edgar Nelson 
POO DONGS coc cacnadhicteses Clarence Chase 
Pops Malone. ..ccccsoccvcccecces Jack Irwin 
Chidrta, THMIPORRO. <2 seccece cece Ruth Holden 
Peetee « TAPOGR . «ic dec ctiicéise Fraye Gilbert 
COICO. cn coeds cccsdeuces Roland Bottomley 
CANIS WORN s 6 00:86 4560004804 Carmin Lewis 
Granville Monmott......e.- Austin Fairman 
SMUT “SOMO 6c cc owdeedincaee Barry Mahool 
athe + di. wsateird ion Charles Ryder 
Se. DRE c vccvescetabecaséies Walter Armin 
AWeRGolsm StOl.cesccdececsds Gloria Pierre 
Beulah Crowly.....e.........kois Landon 
Montgomery Barton.......Herbert Warren 
Winchell Matthews........ Vaughan Glaser 
Pirat Mepester...ccceccccses Leon E. Stern 
Second Reworter....cescses> Clarence Chase 
SRO “Ms cu candctes seve Junior Bealin 
eee CN So ac dteedesenccs Barry Mahool 
Broadway is hopeful that the 
spring period will be livened by 
something worth-while. There are 


some likely prospects on the horizon 
but only one recent entrant has 
qualified for success rating and it 
isn’t ‘Cross-Town.’ 

It has a managerial background 
which is new, so far as legit is con- 
cerned. Script, which was titled 
‘Bumps Malone’ and ‘Once Upon a 


Time, may have had more humor 
indicated than developed in _ per- 
formance but that such an opinion 
was given by any show sophisticate 
is doubtful. 

Play is extremely repetitious, fails 
to arouse laughter and is overtime 
and unbelievable. Central character 
is on stage almost continuously, 
which is no help, for he is neither 
heroic nor comic. .Bumps Malone is 
a tough guy, a product of New 
York’s west side, a mug who sounds 
like a dese, does and dem fellow. 
He has made a racket out of writing 
magazine fiction, the author’s chief 
improbability. 

Bumps goes in for digging up pop 
publications of 20 years dating, re- 
writing the yarns allegedly in the 
Ring Lardner manner. He has been 
getting away with it, in a fashion, 
while his young wife conducts a 
rooming house, when they aren't in- 
dulging in marital spats. 

When he tosses the radio set out 
of the window and she tosses a plate 
of bean soup over him, so he claims, 
Bumps moves out with his blind 





quired a personal press agent to ballyhoo his 25 years in the theatre to 
counteract the Theatre Guild’s publicity commemorating Dudley Digges 
3,000th performance for the Guild. Pair appear together in Guild’s 
‘Masque of Kings.’ Hull beat Digges’ releases to desks when the story 
leaked. 





‘Driftwood,’ the play by Samuel J. Park, due to open tonight (24) 
at the Longacre, N. Y., after its sixth postponement, was given high and 
low announcement as being a brand-new opus upon which the ink had 
not yet dried. Actually, the script traveled up and down Broadway for 
a couple of years. Originally passed around under title of ‘Shanty Boat, 
Park rewrote it rather extensively before it bowed in its present form. 

Funds are being sought in aid of Frederick Donaghey and his wife who 
are destitute in Chicago. Former dramatic critic of the Chicago Tribune 
is in the County Hospital, where he must remain for several months, fol- 
lowing a nervous collapse. ; ; 

J. J. Garrity is treasurer of the relief fund. He is located in Cohan’s 
opera house in Chicago. 








Charles G. Stewart, g.m. for Laurence Rivers, Inc., is interested in a 
new telephone checker-upper. Gadget was invented by George Lydecker, 
former singer in musical shows. , ; : 

Several department stores have installed the machine and it will be 
included with the desk sets manufactured by a fountain pen firm, 


— 





Walton, ‘Chalked 
Out.’ 

James Todd, G. Albert Smith, 
Juemes Grainger, Lynn Whitney, 
‘Farewell Summer.’ 

Charles Dow Clark, William David, 
Eda Heinemann, Calvin Thomas, 
Peggy Converse, Emily Ann Well- 
man, Mary Gildea, Tom Fadden, Paul 
Porter, C. Norman Hammond, Edwin 
Cooper, John Vosburgh, Howard 
Smith, James Lightfoot, ‘Miss Quis.’ 


ENGAGEMENTS Stephen Maley, 
Harriet Caron, ‘Susan and God.’ 
Charles Jordan, John Raby, Kath- 

erine Meskil, Frank Lovejoy, Maurice 

Burke, Otto Hulett, Grandon Rhodes, 

Mabel Montgomer~ Fzrank Jacquet, 


Harry Bellaver, Ronald Brogan. 
Elmer Brown, Philip Faversham, 
Leo Kennedy, Blair Davies, Fred 











We've given heels their place in the 
sun at last! Dramatic color contrasts 
thot make your sheer hose a thrill- “Slogente’” with brown hoot 
= ing part of your ensemble. It's not -cnoketone’’with black heel 
just a heel any more. |. Miller has \ 
given their hosiery heels a soul! 


“Old Silver’ with blue heel 





35 : 
a pair 
in 2 thread weights | 


ADWAY, open until 9 P.M. 
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father, onetime middleweight boxing 
champ, known as Tiger Malone. 
There is a lot about Pops, ‘in fact 
that character is more genuine than 
nearly all others, yet it seemed over- 
emphasized. 

Bumps sets up in an ornate apart- 
ment in the East Fifties, featured by 
a bar. He has been taken up by 
Helen Barton, wife of the editor who 
buys his stuff. Helen is Park ave- 
nue but has designs on Bumps. She 
tosses a reception for him, at which 
time Malone’s copping of stories is 
revealed. 

He is forced to kick back some 
$1,200 to the magazine and needs 
another half-grand for an operation 
on Pops eyes. Helen gives him the 
coin with the promise that he ac- 
company her on a week-end cruise. 
she being quite frank in her desire 
and points out that her husband is 
much older than she. But then 
Mary comes on the scene, after be- 
ing off during the long second act, 
except for one small entrance. She 
and Bumps are still in love and she 
solves the problem. 

Joseph Downing left ‘Dead End’ to 
play Bumps, which is a long part, 

ut is wasted effort. Mary Mc- 
Cormack, said to be making her first 
stage appearance, added some fresh- 
ness to the performance. Jack 
Irwin, good as the old fighter. 
Vaughn Glaser stood out in a small 
part, a good actor in a bad play. 

Ibee. 
(Withdrawn Saturday after five 
performances; printed for the rec- 





ord. 
Birmingham, March 18. 

Drama in three acts (2 scenes) by Burtt 
McKee, Jr. Presented by Birmingham Lit- 
tle Theatre. Directed by Burtt McKee, Jr 
At Little theatre, March 15-18, °37. 
Bee TOGNOT « vcscesses Co cecccese Isabel Sexton 
Bin Teehets occccescevecessece Murray Smith 


Ce TOW. « :iccaessece: Lurtt Mchee, Jr. 
Amantha Tibbett......Helen Beddow Curtis 
Dr. Lewis......sse0...George B. Alexander 
BOR WHC s co00000e0se ca John S. Creamer 
Jeremiah Petrie..ce.sees- Thomas W. Jones 
Rev. Winthrop............M. Berney Evans 
AllOM 1.25 sesccccccccoscesss-A. Joe Sater 
Oy, SORRBOR: isnceccess Hiarry A. Schroeder 





- 





This original starts off like it is 
going to be one of the biggest glasses 
of lemonade ever poured on the 
state of Alabama, and then fools 
everybody by becoming rather amus- 
ing toward the end. The plot is so 
old it should be on the Townsend 
plan. It’s probably the realization 
of this old stereotyped plot that 
makes the beginning drag along. 

But even with this old, wornout 





hag of a story there’s some nice lines 


in the script. Outside of that, though, 
there’s nothing to excite anyone. 

It’s the old story of one of the 
principals going blind and interfer- 
ing with love. This time. instead of 


lit being one of the lovers, it is a- 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of March 22) 

‘Babes In Arms,’ Shubert, 
Boston. 

Ballet Russe, Pabst, Milwau- 
kee, 22-23; Aude, Rockford, IIL, 
24; Aude, Chicago, 26-31. 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Playhouse, 
Wilmington, 22; Majestic, Har- 
risburg, 23-24; Earle, Atlantic 
City, 25-27. 

‘Bey Meets Girl,’ El Capitan, 
Hollywood. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Plymouth, Bos- 


ton. 

D’Oyly Carte Repertory, Cass, 
Detroit. 

‘First Lady’ (Jane Cowl), 


New Aude, San Jose, Cal., 22; 
Aude, Oakland, 23; Civic Aude, 

Fresno, 24; H. S. Aude, Stock- 
ton, 25; Travel, 26; Roxie, Sacra- 
mento, 27. 

‘Follies,’ Shrine Aude, Des 
Moines, 21; Aude, Kansas City, 
22-29. 

‘Idiot’s Delight’ (Lunt and 
Fontanne), Paramount, Toledo, 
22; Hartman, Columbus, 23-24; 
English, Indianapolis, 25-27. 

‘Jane Eyre’ (K. Hepburn), 
National, Washington. 


‘Leaning on Letty’ (‘Post 
Road’), Selwyp, Chicago. 
‘Reflected Glery’ (Tallulah 


Bankhead), Grand, Chicago. 
San Carle Opera, Strand, 

Vancouver, 22-25; Royal Vic- 

toria, Victoria, 26-27. 
‘Tovaritch,’ Curran, San Fran- 

cisco. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 

Harris, Chicago. 





‘Hour’ May Tour Again 
If Florence McGee Joins 


Jules Leventhal has set a deal 


with Herman Shumlin to put ‘Chil- 
dren’s Hour’ back in _ circulation 


again for a tour of the eastern keys. 
Whether or no play will be revived 
is dependent cn whether Florence 
McGee will be found available to 


troupe in the key role she originated. 
Actress is interested in a new script 
and, if she accepts new part, Lev- 
enthal and Shumlin won't take the 


Lillian Hellman play out again. 
‘Hour’ folded in Baltimore in 
January. 

The deal Leventhal has with 


Shumlin is essentially the same as 
the one he had with Norman Bel 
Geddes and Sidney Kingsley on 
‘Dead End,’ now touring, for which 
Leventhal guarantees company 
aga:nst loss, and splits 50-50 on the 
proiits. The Leventhal label is not 
flying over ‘End,’ and he has no in- 
terest in the production other than 
underwriting it against loss when it 
plavs his houses. 

Proposal on ‘Hour,’ if Miss McGee 
can be secured, is to play it in the 
four sites operated by Leventhal in 
Newark. Englewood, N. J.; Philadel- 
phia and Washington, D.C. Leonard 
B. McLaughlin, operator of the pair 
of indie theatres in Baltimore, has 
also agreed to take ‘Hour’ for a week 
if it makes the second tour. 





Sues Shuberts, CBS, 
Alleging Infringement 

Richard W. Fitch, of Stamford, 
Conn., son of the late Clyde Fitch, 
author and playwright, filed suit 
in N. Y. Federal Court on Thurs- 
day (18) against J. J. and Lee 
Shubert, the Select Theatres Corp., 
Shubert Theatre Corp. and the Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System, alleg- 
ing infringement. Suit is for an in- 
junction and damages. 

Plaintiff claims defendants lifted 
plot and characters of his father’s 
copyrighted play, ‘Barbara Frietchie, 
the Frederick Girl,’ in the Shubert 
operetta, ‘My Maryland,’ and that 
Columbia later broadcast parts of 
the Shubert piece. The copying of 
the original story by the defendants 
was done without consent, Fitch 
charges, and demands a share in the 


total profits made by the defendants 
on ‘Maryland.’ 





brother of the girl. She’s devoted 
to him from the time he returns to 
the farm from studying modern 


farming methods at college. She de- 
fends him from his father and 


brother, typical farmers who have 
no intention of listening to his 
tommy-rot about farming new ways. 
The kid, Bob, is poetically inclined. 
and reading has affected his eyes. 
He develops a cataract, and when 
his father slaps him down he is made 
permanently blind. 

Play might fit all right in the line- 
up of a rep show, but it hardly seems 
to have the stuff for the big time. 
Film possibilities limited. Bobb. 





————s 


BRAZIL CONSIDERS 
STATE LEGIT SETUP 


Dona de Moraes and her hus- 
band, Odilon de Azevedo, vet Brazi- 
lian stage stars, are in New York 
giving WPA Theatre Project a close 
scrutiny. 


While Brazil, at present, has no 
state theatre setup, there has been 
much talk lately of founding one, 
and the two players have made an 
unofficial trip to the U.S. to see the 
WPA outfit in action. The Project 
is co-operating by giving the pair 
official escort through several pro- 
ductions on Broadway and prowls 
through the workshop, as well as 
through the Negro, German, Jewish 
and children’s theatres. 

Before coming to U.S., the two 
Brazilians made contact with Hal- 
lie Flanagan, who arranged their 
WPA tour. 








Tuttle-Skinner Lease 
Westport Playhouse 


Pittsburgh, March 23. 
For first time in years, Lawrence 
I.angner won’t operate the Country 
Playhouse at Westport, Conn., this 


summer, he_ stated while here 
last week. Instead he’s leased the 
spot to Day Tuttle and Richard 
Skinner, now on Coast lining up 
film names for a series of tryouts. 
Langner says he wants to take a 
long rest after strenuous winter 
with Theatre Guild and his prac- 
tice of patent law. In past, Tuttle 
and Skinner have directed a sum- 
mer playhouse at Mt. Kisco but 
whether they will run this one, too, 
Langner couldn’t say. 








Operators announced on their own 
they would hold on to Mt. Kisco 
strawhat. 





Metro Denies Its Stars’ 
Signing for Fagan Plays 


Pittsburgh, March 23. 

Pittsburgh may or may not have 
a season of summer stock this year. 
It all depends. Last week Myron C. 
Fagan, former Broadway producer, 
came to town and announced that he 
would be associated with Metro in 
production of eight plays, most of 
them new, on a rotating basis with 
Cleveland and Detroit the other 
points. Fagan further stated that 
studio’s top names would be avail- 
able for shows for three weeks each, 
stating that each production would 
be tested in this way for both pic- 
tures and Broadway. 

Fagan also announced that the 
first play, Bayard Veiller’s ‘Love 
Never Dies,’ would open here at the 
Nixon on May 17, with Clark Gable 
in the leading role. 

After spreading the announcement 
-~it even made Page One in an after- 
noon paper—some of the sheets de- 
cided to wire Metro for a confirma- 
tion. Studio answered that no one 
knew of any connection with Fagan, 
but latter, who was still around at 
the time, said that he had been 
somewhat premature in his an- 
nouncement, and that a confirmation 
wouid be forthcoming in a few days. 

According to the producer, the 
other legit houses for his rotating 
idea would be the Cass in Detroit 
and the Hanna in Cleveland. He 
likewise told local scribes’ that 
Myrna Loy, Edna May Oliver and 
William Powell would be among the 
summer stars and that another show 
was to be Ann Harding in ‘Candida.’ 





‘33 Men’ in Coast Try 


Pasadena, March 23. 
‘Thirty-Three Men,’ new play by 
Anthony Quinn and Kathryn Dawes, 
will be produced at the Community 
Playhouse in June. 

Onslow Stevens directs. 











“Red, Hot and Biue,” Alvin, N.Y 
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International Operas and Ballets 
Feature Florentine's Salzburg Bid 








Rome, March 12. 

Florentine May perfermances, in 
its third season, will be a sort of 
springtime Salzburg. 

This year program is featuring a 
performance of Rossini’s ‘Signor 
Bruschino’ and Montaverdi’s ‘Incoro- 
nazione di Poppea’; and evening 
dedicated to Respighi, presenting 
‘Maria Egiziaca,’ ‘Ucelli’ and ‘Lu- 
crezia,’ latter being the work com- 
pleted by his wife. Entire Scala 
company, including the orchestra 
and choruses, will take part in the 
performance. 

Foreign participation in the Flor- 
entine May program will be exten- 
sive. Opera Comique of Par’s will 
put on Debussy’s ‘Pelleas and Meli- 
sande’ and the Munich State Opera 
will do Wagner’s ‘Tristan and Isolde.’ 
This will be the first time that this 
opera has been sung in German in 
Italy. 

J Ruskaja’s classical ballet and 
the Russian ballet of De Basil will 
be featured in outdoor dancing per- 
formances. Stravinsky’s ‘Oedipus 
Rex’ will be giv n out-of-doors, too, 
and also Malipiero’s ‘La Passione.’ 

Finally, two modern compositions 


are to be featured, the opera, ‘I} 
Deserto Tentato’ (The Tempted 
Desert’) by Alfredo Casella, and 


Alvin Berg’s Concerto for Violin. 

Festival starts on April 27, with a 
rerformarce of Verdi's much ne- 
glected opera, ‘Luisa Miller.’ 


NEW OPERA TROUPE 
PLANNED IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, March 23. 

Charter has been applied for by a 
new grand opera company here. 
Walter F. Phillips and a group of 
local sponsors are behind move. Will 
present six pop-priced productions at 
Academy of Music starting with ‘La 
Traviata’ on April 12. Group will be 
known as Franz Phillips Grand 
Opera Company. 

Present plans, Phillips said, call for 
featuring singers from leading opera 
companies of America and Europe. 
May possibly use Willow Grove Park 
to present open-air performances 
during summer. Hot-weather pro- 
grams will alternate between light 
and grand opera. 











Von Grona Negro Ballet, 
Paris Expo Possibility 

Von Grona is getting together the 
first Negro Ballet with an eye to 
spotting it into the French Exposi- 
tion in Paris, this summer. 

Von Grona has been ballet dancer 
at Radio City Music Hall and mai~- 
tains his own school in New York. 
Reginald Forsythe, among others, 
has composed the original music. 
Negro ballet will number 28 and 
will be designed for theatrical values 
as well as the terpsichorean. 





Met’s Baltimore Sellouts 


Baltimore, March 23. 

It’s capacity plus for the Metro- 
politan Opera season at the Lyric, 
March 29 and 31, with every avail- 
able seat sold via mail order, a full 
week before opening of usual seat 
sale. Best advance in years, and 
Frederick R. Huber, local Met repre- 
sentative, up to his ears with requests 
for pasteboards. 

Program will include ‘Lohengrin’ 
on March 29 and ‘Cavalleria Rusti- 
cana’ and ‘Pagliacci’ in dual billing 
for March 31. 





‘ bad . 
Fidelio’ for Budapest 
Budapest, March 12. 


Musical events crowd program of | 


June Festival fortnight, to be re- 
peated for the third time this year. 
/pen-air event will be representa- 
tion of Beethoven's ‘Fidelio, with 
Royal Opera cast and orchestra, in 
€ courtyard of Vajdahunyad 
Castle. 
This is replica of a historic castle, 
Copied for exhibition purposes 40 
years ago, but kept on as a perma- 
hency, housing museum collections. 





U. S. Quartet in Vienna 
Vienna, March 12. 
Manhattan String Quartet of New 
Sg fave a recital here on March 
9 in the Musikvereinshal. 
Concert was under the auspices of 
€rican Minister Messersmith. 


bs 








| House Reviews 
EARLE, PHILLY 








(Continued from page 67) 
Hall is a torcherer introduced as 





Mrs. Martin Johnson’s 
N., Y. 1-Niter, March 29 


Only New York appearance this | 


season of Mrs. Martin Johnson, and 
her first solo date in the East since 
widowhood, is being whooped up by 
Clark Getts, with a committee of 
sponsors drawn from the socially 
placed adventure 
mob. She does one night at Car- 
negie Hall, N. Y., March 29, with her 
picture, 
Her 
mended, 


airplane accident injuries 
the exploreress has been 


working east since March 1, when | 


she opened her iour in Wichita. Im- 


mediately following Carnegie Hall | 


she continues with a date in Syra- 
cuse. Has already played Chicago, 
Detroit, St. Louis, Dayton, Colum- 
bus, Milwaukee and Grand Rapids. 


Clark Getts is in personal attend- 
ance on the tour. Walter Anderson 
handling the N. Y. arrangements. 
Joseph Tilton, ex-newsreel camera- 
man who was sound engineer on the 
Johnson duo's last trip, also appears 
on the lecture platform with Mrs. 
Johnson. 





St. L. Raises: $72,463 ; 
Cleve. Sells Met Shares 


St. Louis, March 23. 


As a spur to solicitors seeking 
$144,500 for St. Louis Symph Society 
maintenance fund, Oscar Johnson 3d, 


president of society, donated $30,000 


last week and promised to kick in 
with another $7,500 in event goal is 
reached. Thus far $72,463 has been 


collected and those in charge of drive | 
will continue efforts until entire sum | 


is in the bag. 

When goal is achieved it is planned 
to use $15,000 for support of 16 pop 
concerts to be given in Municipal 
Auditorium. 





Cleveland, March 23. 

To guard against any possible 
losses on Metropolitan’s opera series 
here, April 12 to 17, in the Civic 
Auditorium, sponsors are selling 
partnership shares to opera donors 
to raise $150,000 for underwriting of 
eight performances. 


Campaign is a unique one for any 
musical event here, particularly the 
Met. Underwriters have never been 
called upon to meet a deficit on any 
of its performances in last five years, 
but opera association wants to be on 
the safe side. 





Count’s Opera Scores 


Budapest, March 12. 


Count Ferenc Esterhazy, long re- 
garded as an aristocratic dilettante, 
proved his mettle as composer of 
new opera, ‘The Love Letter,’ pro- 
duced at Royal Opera House. 
Libretto, written by Janos Fothy, has 
background of 18th century Italian 
city. 

Royal Opera made a gala night 
of first performance of ‘Love Letter,’ 
together with a new ballet, ‘Lysis- 
trata, by Hungarian composer 
Laszlo Lajtha. 





Baton Courses in Germany 
Berlin, March 12. 


Clemens Krauss, musical director 
of the Munich State Opera, will give 
a course for conductors at the Ger- 
man Institute for Music from May 31 
to June 26. 


Courses will be held at the same 
time for choir directors by Prof. 
Bruno Kittel, while Georg Kulen- 
kampff will have charge of 
violin department at the Institute. 





Bankers 








(Continued from page 5) 





ly wood long-term management con- 
racts have proved wasteful. 


Bankers are not overlooking the 
fact that showmen must run show 


business. but feel that responsibility 
to stockholders requires that even 
qualified showmen should not be 
permitted to burden the company 
with a payoff after the showmen’s 
us2fulness shall have declined. 

The financial master-minds points 
out that this is the hazardous ten- 
dency under long-term contract and 
something most desirable to be 











avoided, 


and exploration | 


‘Jungle Depths of Borneo.’ | 


the | 


‘Ann Harding type.’ Ann wouldn’t be 
pleased. Has an okay deep voice, 


| but slow on the business. Pearl Rob- 


ins is just another tapper who works 
on her toes. 

A burley of ballet, acrobatic and 
adagio terping is given by ‘Three 
| Dancing Fools.’ Stuff is too crude 
| to be really funny, but kids get off 
some good stunts, are pleasant and 
show possibilities. Another more 
happy portion of ensemble is Mil- 
|} dred Mae, a Kate Smith mimicker. 
Greatest resemblance is that they 
are both fat. Strong point is in her 
} personality and her knowledge of 
how to use her weight and joviality 
; to advantage. 
Pic is ‘A Doctor’s 
| Biz is good. 





Diary’ (Par). 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, March 19. 

Couple of sock old-time vaude acts 
| and a trio of other turns that reg- 
| ister solidly make up current week 
stage show here, with Fanchon & 
Marco again using a restaurant set- 
ting for third stanza in a row, as a 
background. 

Oldtimers who click for solid 
turns are Will and Gladys Ahern, 
with their hoke brand of comedy, 
rope spinning and clowning, and 
Britt Wood, rube harmonica wiz. 
Faces not so familiar to local au- 
diences, but rating favorable men- 
tion, are Art Tatum, colored pian- 
ist, holding over from last week: 
Three Caprini Sisters, warblers, and 
Shirley Van, peppy toe stepper. 

The Aherns have a smart routine 
of hoke, but with Will getting a 
bit out of line at today’s opening 
stanza with his ‘innocent man’ gag, 
pretty blue. Wood injects some of 
his timeworn gags but they’re good 
for howls, which count for plenty. 

The grown-up members of the 
| Caprini turn uncork excellent voices 
rendition of Italian num- 
bers, and then bring out the baby 
of the family, a precocious young- 
ster with a flair for comedy and a 
powerful voice. 

Miss Van reveals some fast toe 
work, while Tatum’s pianologue is 
expertly done and indicates tech- 
nique. 

Rube Wolf and the band work all 
the way through, sans straight or- 
chestral numbers. Too many plugs 
by Wolf slightly mar the proceed- 
ings but otherwise bill is decidedly 
worthwhile. 

Screen feature is ‘Swing High, 
Swing Low’ (Par), plus Par News, 
Betty Boop cartoon and a Par color 
novelty. Opening mat attendance had 
lower floor capacity and _ balcony 
about three-quarters filled. Edwa. 


DENHAM, DENVER 


Denver, March 20. 
For the week the Denham has a 
stage show—a radio program moved 
over bodily from KOA where it is on 
the air weekly as a commercial. 
Tagged the ‘Opry House,’ it’s just 
what name implies. Gang is sup- 
posed to be just a bunch of localites 
duwn at Smith’s Corners, and this is 
the kind of a show they put on. 
Opens with the announcement and 
the sponsor gets a mention. Emcee 
job goes to Si Westbrook, sheriff, 
who keeps the show moving rapidly, 
aided in the hoke by Westbrook 
Simpkins (Jim Herrick of the KOA 
dramatic staff) who does a neat job, 
even though it is a bit out of his line. 
Band is dressed in Smiths Corners 
style. The drummer's traps are a 
peewee drum fastened on a wash- 
board along with a cymbal, and he 
uses thimbles to get the noise. Sheriff 
and his helper sing a ballad with 
chimes accompaniment, in rural 
fashion. A femme trio and quartet 
vocalize and they get together for 
some fair harmonizing. ; 
A trio from the band do a bit, 
followed by the ‘Four Pool Chips,’ 
who try to sing four songs at once— 
one on each tune. It gets a laugh. 
Tops of the program is Dark and 
Cloudy in a blackface act, and with- 
| out forcing get their stuff across. 
| They’re Bob Padgett (‘brother to 
Molasses of Molasses and January), 
and Jack Bell. 
Show is 

| of KOA staff. and if there 
| enough dates hereabouts to warrant 
| it, show could go on the road and 
make a hit in plenty of spots that 
| are hungry for flesh entertainment. 


’ 





| for their 











close- 
Rose. 


and big is good considering 


ness of Easter. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, March 19. 
Ted Cook, m.c., persisted, at show 





cal numbers as ‘classic. Nearest ap- 
proach was a symphonic arrange- 
ment by Judy Conrad of ‘Melody in 
| F. Which was ckay, but hardly in 
the ‘classic’ groove. Cook put out 
some fine stick work on this opus, 
and it might not be a bad 
spotlight the band in a special num- 


ber each week Mob eats 
Cook has been sold here as an m.c. 
who leads a band on the side. Looks 


like they are getting around now to 





re- | 


written by Derby Sproul ! 


were | 


; | truck that breaks 
Picture is ‘Her Husband Lies’ (Par) | 


| 





| 


caught, in tagging most of the musi- | 


idea to | 


} 





San Carlo Opera, Ballet Russe Play 


To Big Audiences in Pacific Northwest 


+ 








MET’S LENTEN SELLOUTS 





Hely 

Plus As Season Nears lis End 

The Metropolitan Opera is cur- 
rently having in New York one of 
its biggest b.o. season-final weeks in 
its history, despite fact it is Holy 
Week. 

‘Boheme’ went clean Monday 
night. Other offerings already 
out are ‘Coq d’Or,’ Friday 
‘Parsifal, Friday (26) night, and 
‘Lohengrin, Saturday (27) night. 


(22) 


sold 


Week Operas at Capacity— | 


(26) mat: } 


Business at all other performances | 


was very big. It’s a blazing finish 
to the best New York season the 
Met has enjoyed since the depres- 
sion set in. 


John McCormack 
Retiring, Blasts 
Radio Influence 


Buffalo, March 23. 

Incidental to his announcement 
that he was retiring from the concert 
stage, John McCormack let out a 
blast at radio during his stand here 
last week. He took an especial thrust 
at the Sherwin-Williams metropoli- 
tan auditions. 

‘This business of auditioning for a 
bunch of paint manufacturers 
would you ever dream of Caruso or 
Mary Garden auditioning before such 
a crowd. The time has come for the 
real artists to retire and let the strip- 
tease dancers take over the show. 

He lashed at radio advertising gen- 
erally, pointing out that one minute 
you may hear somebody singing 
‘Press me closer, hold me tight’ and 
the next, ‘Buy so-and-so’s pills.’ 

When somebody invents an asbestos 
newspaper McCormack’s opinion of 
crooners can be quoted. 





the reverse, and more logical, man- 
ner of selling him. Sufficient, in 
the featured spot, are Frank Rad- 
cliffe and Gene Rogers, Negro com- 
ics. They fill with piano and vocal. 
They manage an impromptu style of 
delivery for their gags, which are 
unusually fresh for this house. 

The two singles on the bill, Estelle 
Kew and Ruby Kahoe, get by okay 
with their specialties. Miss Kew pipes 
and plays an accordion. She is a 
former line girl here and has a tap 
routine. Either one would be more 
effective with a production number. 

Al Ruskin and Ruth Norman have 
a standard tap and patter turn. 
Nothing out of the ordinary, but they 
please. 

The line (12) has three production 
numbers, ‘Classic vs. Swing’ standing 
out as a clever bit of routining. 

Pic is ‘We Have Our Moments’ 
(U). Biz slow. Hoyt. 


LOEW’S, MONTREAL 


Montreal, March 21. 

Paris Apache Cafe lobby display 
with ballyhoo advertising and radio 
is giving this house big attendances, 
with opening night, Friday (19), best 
of this year. This held up well over 
weekend. 

The 16-gal line, chosen for looks, 
is so standout that for the first time 
in two years’ continuous vaude here 
it almost gets a call. Costumes are 
snappy and changes numerous, and 
line is specially good in precision 


| gross of approximately $10,000 





half-way through, was given an un- | 


usually big hand. 

Sid Marion, emcee, patters, pulls 
gags, old and new, talks fast, and is 
the mainstay of the show, being on 
most of the 60 minutes. Opening 
with a trampoline turn staged on a 
down in center, 
Monroe and Grant, following the 
line, earn a couple of calls. Dot and 
Dash, colored tappers, 
new stepology, with encore. Jerry 
Adler, mouth organ, plays ‘St. Louis 
Blues’ with admixture of Scotch and 
Irish jigs. to the approval of the 


put on some | 


fans, and Olive Sibley, lengthy bru- | 


nette, stooges Marion, also singing a 
fair ditty. Ray Williams is above- 
average tenor, and Rene Villon has 
the shape and skill to put over a fan 
dance. 

The high spot is hit by Billi and 
Magda, knife-throwing dancers, who 
stage an Apache dance in Paris Cafe 
scene that has the crowd on its toes. 


it up. | Looks dangerous and is a fast-paced 


turn that is well above average. 
‘Black Legion’ (WB) and ‘Find the 
Witness’ (Col) on screen. Lane. 


and when it puts on a Zouave drill, | @¢k 





Portland, Ore., March 23. 
Pacific northwest is a practically 
undiscovered gold mine for musical 
and legit road companies of merit. 
San Carlo Opera will gross around 
approximately $60,000 in four weeks 


playing time covering five coast 
cities: Portland, Seattle, Spokane, 
Vancouver, B.C. and Victoria, B.C. 
The opera season is just an example 


of the kind of biz, which can be done 
here. 


William McCurdy, handling the 
opera and other attractions in the 
northwest, reports advance seat sale 


for Jane Cowl’s legit unit indicates a 
lor 
three days. 

Recent highlight of the biz done 
in these parts was one-day stand of 
the Ballet Russe at the Paramount, 
Troupe was held up by storms, book- 
ing cancelled and then re-booked on 
two-days’ notice. Despite this 
handieap, house sold out to a gross 
of approximately $5,600 for one per- 
formance. 


Understanding is that Skouras 
Bros. ar testing out the Pacifie 
N. W. field for road attractions by 
using Hamrick-Fvergreen theatres 


as roadshow spots with a break in 
the resular pic policy. 

Example of the sort of biz to be 
done can be seen from these esti- 
mates of San Carlo Opera grosses? 
Portiand five days approximately 
$17,000; Seattle five days approxi- 
mately $15,000; Vancouver B.C, three 
days approximately $12,000; Victoria 
B.C. approximately $6,000; Spokane 
approximately $7,000. Top admish 
varies from $1.50 to $2. 


TOWN HALL’S °37-38 
- ENDOWMENT DATES 


Eight dates are included in Town 
Hall (N. Y.) Endowment Series for 
1937-38. Begining Nov. 10, with 
Lotte Lehmann, sopranc, dates all 
fall on Wednesday nights and wind 
up March 30, 1938. Series includes 
a double and a triple appearance. 

Following Mme. Lehmann’s recital, 
Walter Gieseking, pianist, appears 
Dec. 1; Shan-Kar and his Hindu Bal- 
let dance Dec. 15; Rudolf Serkin, 
pianist, and Gertrud Wettergren, 
mezzo-soprano, have joint recital 
Jan 5, 1938; Lily Pons, coloratura 
soprano, sings Jan, 26; Harold Bauer, 
pianist; Albert Spalding, violinist, 
and Gaspar Casszdo, cellist, appear in 
trio recital Feb. 16; Georges Enesco, 
violinist, appears March 9, and 
Marian Anderson, contralto, closes 
season with the March 30, 1938, date. 

Season tickets are priced at $8 to 
$20 for orchestra seats and $120 for 
loges (seating six). 


Mouth Organ Mob 


Milwaukee, March 23. 

The largest harmonica band in the 
U. S. is being formed at Mount 
Calvary, Wis. as part of WPA 
recreational project. Band will com- 
prise 122 harmonica players and 
plans call for a world tour of the 
unique aggregation starting in May. 











H. M. Johnson Dies in Chi 


Chicago, March 23. 
Herbert 


Morris Johnson, vice- 
president of the Chicago Opera 
Company in its heyday, died here 


last Tuesday (16) following an at- 
of pneumonia. 

Johnson first became associated 
with the opera company in 1913 and 
its general manager from 1916 
to 1932. 

Widow 


was 


survives. 


5 
Mary McCormic’s Tour 
Chicago, March 23. 
Mary McCormic has signed for 
a 10-week concert tour, with an op- 
tion of five additional weeks, to be- 


gin Sept. 1. Plans to play key 
cities and college towns. 
Deal, which includes 45-piece 


symphony orchestra, set by Armand 
and L’Estelle, new agency here. 





Sir Dan Godfrey Il 


Capetown, Feb. 26. 
Sir Dan Godfrey, English con- 
ductor, visiting South Africa, is ill 
in a Durban (Natal) nursing home. 
Has cancelled all engagements 
until fully recovered. 
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Telly-Guild Deadlock 

Deadlock in the negotiations be- 
tween the management of the N. Y. 
World-Telegram and the Newspaper 
Guild continued last week, after Lee 
B. Wood, executive editor, refused 
the Guild’s demands for a preferen- 
tial shop. The unit has scheduled 
a meeting for tonight (24) at which 


time it will weigh the question of 
a strike. 

William Green, president of the 
A. F. of L., last week assured Jona- 
than Eddy, secretary of the Guild, 
that all affiliated bodies will stick 
with the Guild in efforts to break 
down the Scripps-Howard stand. 
Green promised that the executive | 
board will help out all efforts by | 
the scribblers to compel the S-H | 
management to accede to ‘your rea- 
sonable demand’ and told Eddy he 
will be ready to urge city and state 
groups to ‘rally to your support and 
to give to your Newspaper Guild a 
full measure of cooperation and as- 
sistance.’ 

These pledges were taken as hints 
that the Federation executives are 
prepared to go to the extreme of 
urging boycotts on all S-H papers 
and may agree to enlist mechanical 
unions in broad-scale walkouts, if 
the deadlock continues. Green’s 
statement expressed consternation 
that the chain, in view of its known 
pro-labor attitude, continued to re- 
sist demands for a Guild shop. 

The Guild also received a letter 
from John L. Lewis supporting its 
stand in the negotiations with the 
S-H papers. The letter said in part 
that the Guild ‘should be supported 
in every possible way in its efforts 
to obtain contracts, which include 
provisions for a preferential shop.’ 

The letter also stated that ‘the ele- 
ment of freedom of the press does 
not enter into the question. The 
jJabor movement yields to none in 
its concern for the freedom of the 
press.’ 

An agreement without preferen- 
tial shop was signed last week be- 
tween the S-H management and the 
Guild unit of the Memphis Commer- 
cial Appeal. It is the first agree- 
ment of any kind reached between 
the chain and any of its papers and 
the first on any newspaper in the 
so'th. 

A similar agreement was conclud- 
ed between the Cleveland Press 
and its Guild unit this week. Sign- 
ing of the agreement was opposed by 
the national leadership of the Guild, 
which is aiming for a preferential 
sh p. 

The Knoxville, Tenn., News-Sen- 
tir -1 Guild unit has voted to strike 
if demands for the preferential shop 
are not granted. In Akron, Ohio, 
the S-H Times Press will take a 
strike vote on March 29. 








Story Mag Banned in N, E. 

March issue of Story magazine 
hes been suppressed by police in 
several New England cities on the 
grounds that Melvin Fast’s story, 
*The Children,” is obscene. Mag was 
first suppressed in Lynn, Mass. Bos- 
ton papers played up the story, and 
this is believed to have led police in 
New Haven and Waterbury, Conn., 
to follow suit in banning the issue. 
Publishers expect to contest the ac- 
tion in the courts. 





Armstrong Dies in Seattle 

Philip Everhardt Armstrong, 47, 
veteran Seattle newspaperman, died 
in that city on March 18, from a 
heart attack. It was his discharge, 
.together with that of Frank M. 
Lynch, which precipitated the 
Newspaper Guild strike at the 
Scattle Post-Intelligencer last year, 
which closed the paper from Aug. 13 
to Nov. 30. Armstrong had been the 
d:ama critic for the paper. 

The National Labor’ Relations 
Bord ordered the newspaper to re- 
employ both the men but Hearst, 
the publisher, took an appeal, which 
is still pending in the courts. 





Germany Cancels Contract 

German government has cancelled 
a contract which Harper’s had made 
with the Oberlist Verlag in Berlin 
to translate and publish W. N. C. 
Carlton's book, titled ‘Pauline, Fa- 
vorite Sister of Napoleon.’ Publish- 
int house reports this the first in- 
stance in its 120 years of publishing 
in which a contract with a private 
firm has been broken by a govern- 
mat. 
Book appeared here in 1930. 











A MODEL OF YOUR SH 


all the liners 
The models 
are of wood, 


made by hand. 1% to 11 inches in length. 


Order ©. O. D. by names of ships $3.50 TO 85.75 
or send for Catalog 
VAN RYPER, Vi Haven, Mass 














It’s Easy 





Hollywood, March 23. 

Publishing partner of firm 
getting out Dale Carnegie’s 
‘How to Win Friends, and In- 
fluence People,’ made the start- 
ling statement that the book 
was bringing its author $10,000 
a week. Listeners (it hap- 
pened in Hollywood) couldn’t 
believe their ears. 

‘Of course,’ said the pub- 
lisher, ‘I know that’s no money 
to you people.’ 

‘It’s money to anybody,’ said 
one of the $2,000-a-week muggs 
listening in. ‘With that much 
dough any of us could go out 
and buy himself a couple of 
friends.’ 











How Abbe Dopes It 

Jimmy Abbe, recently returned 
from covering the fascist front in the 
Spanish feud for N.A.N.A., is doing 
his life-story under a new combo. 
Half pix and half text. Calling it a 
photobiography. 

Figures he has to compete with his 
kids who after ‘Around the World in 
11 Years’ are now doing a book on 
Hollywood where they are attending 
public school between studio jaunts. 


Three moppets are set for ‘High 
Wind in Jamaica,’ moving father to 
the sad discovery the* town is mak- 
ing ham actors out of three good re- 
porters. 

Abbe’s own hunch is that the 
rebels will win in Spain, but figures 
that hunch may be based on fact 
that he was with the rebel army and 
ate better than the correspondents 
who were with the loyalists. Reason 
for this was that nationalists had all 
the farms while the loyalists had all 
the factories, and since you can’t eat 
factories that put the correspon- 
dents inside Madrid on a slenderizing 
diet. 

Fact that he had been kicked out 
of Russia for telling how 4,000,000 
moujiks were scientifically starved 
in the Ukraine also helped to keep 
him well fed on the fascist front in 
Spain. 

Only hitch in all this is that he 
looks thinner than Slim Summer- 
ville. 





N. S. Journal Sues Unions 


Suit for $50,000 damages and appli- 
cations for temporary and permanent 
injunctions were filed last week by 
Dean Palmer, chief stockholder in 
the Flushing (N. Y.) North Shore 
Journal, to restrain the four unions 
of the newspaper from carrying on 
activities in connection with the 
strike which has been in effect since 
December. At the Guild’s suggestion 
the hearing, which was to have been 
held yesterday (23), was postponed 
until April 9, when the hearing will 
be only on the permanent injunction, 
the application for the temporary in- 
junction having been dropped. 

The complaint was drawn against 
the presidents of the four unions and 
against Commissioner Valentine of 
the N. Y. Police Dept. 





Guild Forces Reinstatement 


Ed Hughes, veteran sports col- 
umnist and cartoonist, who has been 
on the staff of the Brooklyn Eagle 
for 10 years, was fired and rehired 
in the course of a week, reinstate- 
ment being at the insistence of the 
Newspaper Guild. 

The discharge followed Hughes’ 
refusal to take a $50 a week cut and 
do only half the work, such as car- 
toons without the column. On ad- 
vice from the Guild he declined, and 
was then let out March 13. No 
charges of incompetence was made 
and, at its executive committee 
meeting, the Guild unit agreed that 
the firing was an attack on existing 
pay scales at the expense of one of 
the higher paid men. Conference 
with the publisher was held on 
March 17, and Hughes was reinstated 
at the old salary, 





Indianapoli.’ 1-Day Strike 

Members of the International 
Typographical Union, Local No. 1, 
went on strike at the Indianapolis 
Star on March 18 to up scale from 
$1.28 to $1.45 per daytime hour. News 
and Times, other dailies, suspended 
publication also, as per agreement 
between the three papers. 

Pressmen went back to work the 
following day (19), after the papers 
had missed the biggest advertising 
day in a decade. News scrapped a 
record-breaking 56-page issue, with 
the other papers proportionately 
high on Easter splurge. 

Negotiations are now being con- 
ducted between union officials and 





newspaper heads. 








Publisher Arrested in N. Y. 

John Neville, 35, a Canadian, who 
was a former house-to-house hosiery 
peddler in Boston was revealed, last 
week, as John Bruce Heath, the 
backer of the Financial Observer, 
slick New York magazine, and held 
without bail as a fugitive from 
justice. 

Neville had gathered a competent 
editorial staff and taken offices in 
N. Y. On the staff were Ralph West 
Robey, former financial editor of the 


New York Evening Post, former 


financial adviser to Governor Landon, | 


and instructor in banking at Colum- 
bia University, as was Cedric H. 
Seager. 

Raymond Gram Swing, former 
foreign and Washington correspond- 
ent and Schuyler C. Wallace, also a 
member of the Columbia staff were 
associate editors. Harry L. Selden, 
formerly associate editor of the Lit- 
erary Digest and Newsweek, was 
managing editor. Eugene MacLean, 
formerly of the Washington Post, 
was president, succeeding Reginald 
Wright Kauffman, novelist, who had 
withdrawn as president and editor- 
in-chief for undisclosed reasons. 


Ambrose V McCall, Assistant State | 


Attorney General, stated that Ne- 
ville in Bostor had fleeced hundreds 
in a Ponzi-like scheme in which divi- 
dends were paid out as capital. It 
was this money, estimated at about 
$100,000, which provided the back- 
ing for the mag. 

Neville was taken to Boston Satur- 
day (20) to face charges of grand 
larceny. In the event that he is not 
indicted there, he can be returned 
to New York to face charges. Be- 
fore leaving, he was served with an 
order requiring him to produce in 
the Supreme Court on April 2, the 
books and records of the Financial 
Observer. 





N. ¥. Woman Loses Three 


Three members of the original 
staff of the New York Woman quit 
that shop last week. These were 
Bernard Palmedo, assistant circula- 
tion manager, Walter Bamford who 
left because of ill health and Carl 
Penney. Latter will return to Har- 
per’s Bazaar. 

Counsel for the magazine made a 
motion yesterday (23) to examine 
Irene Kuhn, former managing editor, 
before trial in N. Y. State Supreme 
Court. She is suing the publication 
for the unexpired portion of her con- 
tract which was to have run until 
next July. Case will be heard next 
week. 

Stanley Walker is new editor of 
the mag. ; 





No Ogden Successor Yet 


No one has yet been selected to 
succeed Rollo Ogden, the late editor- 
in-chief of the New York Times, and 
no decision is expected until Arthur 
Hays Sulzburger returns next month 
from Europe. Publisher is currently 
in France, and has recovered from a 
mild illness. 

Among the logical contenders for 
the position are Dr. John H. Finley, 
Charles Merz, Arthur Krock, Simeon 
Strunsky and Edwin L. James, all of 
whom are high in the Times’ man- 
agement, 





Schenectady Sun Is Upheld 


A $1,000 suit against Schenectady 
(N. Y.) Sun, Inc., brought by Sophie 
Harrison, through a guardian ad 
litem to collect an automobile, or 
its cash equivalent, which she 
claimed to have won in a contest 
conducted by the paper, was dis- 
missed by Supreme Court Justice 
John Alexander, after the plaintiff's 
case had been presented. The mo- 
tion for dismissal was made by de- 
fense counsel. Published for more 
than a year, Schenectady Sun is the 
only local Sunday paper. 





Mirror’s New Hollywood Column 


Erskine Johnson, Hollywood 
columnist, has signed a five-year 
deal with the N. Y. Mirror to pro- 
vide a daily article, starting tomor- 
row (25). Johnson, for past five years 
with NEA Service, has resigned that 
job. Johnson started his column, 
Hollywood Diary, in the L. A. Eve- 
ning News and it will remain in the 
sheet inasmuch as the paper owns 
the title. Mirror deal provides he 
can sell service outside the Metro- 
politan territory. 





Young Heads FWP in Mich. 


William F. Young, ex-newspaper- 
man in Detroit, Bay City, and with 
the Associated Press, succeeds E. R. 
Isbell as director of Federal Writers 
Project in Michigan. Isbell resigned 





to accept editorial job with U. of 
Michigan Press at Ann Arbor. 





—— | 





Best Sellers 





‘The Sisters’ ($2.50) 


‘The Theatre’ ($2.50) 


‘How to Win Friends’ ($2.00) 
‘Here’s to Crime’ ($2.75) ... 


‘Something of Myself’ ($2.50) 
‘Man the Unknown’ ($3.50) 





Best Sellers for the week ending March 20, as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc. 
Fiction 
ries eeeeeeee By Margaret Mitchell 
‘Drums Along the Mohawk’ ($2.50) .........++..-By W. D. Edmonds 
teeeeseeeeeeesss» By Myron Brinig 
pehieiseseeeens By Kathleen Norris 
eer eeseeeeese- BY John Steinbeck 


‘Gone With the Wind’ ($3.00) .. 


eeeee eeeeeeee 


‘Bread Into Reses’ ($2.00) ....... 
‘Of Mice and Men’ ($2.00) ....... 
seis N en-Fiction 


heeds k tae oa. By Dale Carnegie 
‘American Doctor’s Odyssey’ ($3.50)........ By 


‘Nine Old Men’ ($2.50)...... By Drew Pearson and Robert S. Allen 


SPER at ME ee pe By Alexis Carrell 


eeeeee 


soaked By W. Somerset Maugham 


Dr. Victor G. Heiser 


..By Courtney Ryley Cooper 
SCE TY Thar tee By Rudyard Kipling 





McIntyre Biog Research 

Charles B. Driscoll’s research on 
‘A Book About O. O. McIntyre’ is 
now in its final exhaustive stages. 
Biographer of the No. 1 New York 
columnist is still soliciting oddities, 
tidbits and other informative data 
concerning MclIntyre’s boyhood and 
e:rly manhood § struggles’ before 
clicking on Broadway. 

Driscoll is editor of the McNaught 
Syndicate, which handles McIntyre’s 
feature. headquartered in Green- 
wich, Conn. 





F. P A. Has Four Offers 

Franklin P. Adams (F.P.A.), for- 
mer columnist for the N. Y. Herald- 
Tribune for many years, is mulling 
four offers, three from other metro- 
politan dailies. Adams left the Trib 
recently, following a difference be- 
tween its,publishers over a renewal 
of his contract. In literati circles it 
is stated that the columnist carries 
considerable weight with book pub- 
lishers by attracting copy. 

Adams returned from a West In- 
dies cruise early this week. 





Esquire Bringing Lanyi Over 

Sculptor Dezso Lanyi, known in 
Budapest chiefly under his nick- 
name ‘Pipi,’ sailed for New York 
last week on the strength of an 
Esquire cntract, to model carica- 
ture statuettes, his speciality, for the 
magazine and syndicate. 

Lanyi has modelled most of the 
celebrities in Europe and his carica- 
tures are pretty murderous. 





Fourth Estate Club Huddling 

If and when Fourth Estate club, 
where the interesting people who 
meet such interesting people, will 
hold open house on Saturday (27) at 
the Piccadilly hotel, N. Y. 

Old club slipped. New club needs 
members and assets. Club will issue 
credentials to the ‘I-use&-to-be-a- 
newspaperman’ brigade as well as 
the active fraternity. 





Authors’ Guild Repeating 
First Authors’ Guild reception 
went off so well committee is going 
to have a second April 1 at the Al- 
gonquin hotel, N. Y. 
Mare Connelly, president of the 
Authors’ League, will be g. of h. 





Literati Obits 

Mrs. Emily Everett Needels, for- 
mer associate editor of American 
Poetry Journal, died March 15 in 
Detroit, at the age of 61. She was 
a former president of the Women 
Writers’ Club and wrote a daily 
poem for the Lansing (Mich.) Jour- 
nal and other Michigan papers. 

John Furman Rolfe, 56, publisher 
of the Hartford Times, a Gannett 
newspaper, since 1929, died on 
March 20 atthis home. Death was 
caused by coronary thrombosis. He 
had been editor and later business 
manager of the Corning (N. Y.) 
Leader before he joined the Hart- 
ford Times in 1928. His wife and a 
brother survive. 

Jacob J. A. de Haas, 63, American 
leader of the New Zionist Organi- 
zation, died in New York on March 
21. He was an authority on Zionism 
and the biographer of and former 
secretary to Theodore Herzl. 

Born in London, he studied at Ger- 
man and English colleges and then 
entered the newspaper field as a re- 
porter. He was editor of the London 
Jewish World from 1896 to 1900, 
and also served on three London 
newspapers. He came to America in 
1902, and was editor of several Jew- 
ish publications here. He wrote ex- 
tensively on Zionism and was the 
author of many volumes of stories 
and essays. In 1919 he was a dele- 
gate of the Ameri.an Jewish Con- 
gress to the Peace Conference. His 
widow and two children survive. 

George A. O’Brien, Philadelphia 
news and _ publicity man, died 
of pneumonia last week after an 
eight-day illness. He was 54. At 
time of his death he was on city 
staff of the Inquirer. He had served 
on the North American, the Evening 
Ledger and Public Ledger. 








CHATTER 

Fortune mag is readying a feature 
on television. 

Cedric Belfrage in N. Y. 
Hollywood Friday (19). 

Percy Loring has resigned from 
Viking Press sales staff. 

Composing Room, Inc., celebrated 
its 10th anniversary on Saturday 
(20). 

E. M. Delafield returns to England 
today (24), after a six weeks’ lecture 
tour. 

Doubleday, Doran & Co. will move 
its New York ojiices to Radio City, 
May 1. 

Alexander Duffield married in De- 
troit March 19 to Margaret Louise 
Bryant. 


Pascal Covici back from the Coast 


from 


yesterday (23) after a visit with 
John Steinbeck. 
Constable will publish Rose 


Franken’'s new novel titled ‘Of Great 
Riches’ in England. 


Millen Brand’s first novel, ‘The 
Outward Room,’ a Book of the 
Month selection for May. 


Ramona Herdman, p.a. for Harper's, 
has written her second novel, ‘Today 
Is Forever,’ out this month. 


Isabel Leighton, one of the editors 
of Vogue, is in Hollywood grabbing 
a few interviews for her mag. 


Orrin E. Dunlap, radio editor of 
the N. Y. Times, is the author of a 
bio of Marconi, which will be out 
next month, 


Josephine Johnston’s new novel, 
‘Jordanstown,’ will be out this 
month. British rights have been pur- 
chased by Victor Gollancz. 


Oxford University Press will pub- 
lish a life of Keats, by Charles 
Armitage Brown, written over a 
century ago, but never out in book 
form. 

George Greenfield, editor of the 
outdoors department for the N. Y. 
Times, is ogling studios in Holly- 
wood. 

Covici-Friede will publish ‘The 
Grand Coulee,’ tome written about 
the dam construction in the state of 
Washington, by Norman Paige, fan 
mag writer. 

George Lynn, former manager of 
the Santa Barbara Evening News, 
has become managing editor of the 
Five-Star Weekly, supplement to 
several Coast newspapers. 

Henry C. Beck, book editor of the 
Camden (N. J.) Courier-Post, is the 
author of a mystery titled, ‘Murder 
in the Newspaper Guild.’ Author 
murders the managing editor in the 
first sentence. 

Chester Nelson, Denver News 
sports editor, has been elected presi- 
dent of the Denver Press club. Other 
officers named include Leonard 
Cahn, vice president; Fred Warren, 
secretary; Gene Cervi, treasurer. 

Thalia Sabanieeva is translating 
her book ‘Escape,’ published four 
years ago in Paris. Author is a 
Metropolitan Opera diva who 
escaped from Russia during the 
Revolution, and will publish book 
herself. 

Sammy Fuller, Columbia Pictures 
writer, has placed three books for 
publication. “Kiss and Makeup’ and 
‘Hullabaloo’ will be published by 
Godwin; with ‘The Clinic,’ a story 
of the Mayo Bros., coming out 
through Houghton-Mifflin Co. 

Simon & Schuster, figuring to 
push ‘The Bible Designed as Living 
Literature’ into hotel rooms and 
other key spots so far controlled by 
the routine King James version of 
the Gideon Society, is toying with a 
selling slogan offered them by Si 
Seadler, Metro ad chief: ‘No Gideon, 
this is the real McCoy.’ 

Marguerite Lahey’s bookbinding 
art will be shown at the Morgan 
Library, N.Y., from April 5 to May 8. 
About 100 volumes, including some 
of the most valuable books in the 
world, will be displayed. Included 
in the exhibit is the Caxton His- 
tory of Troy, first book printed in 
the English language, and the only 
perfect copy in the world. Book was 





printed in 1475. 
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Plays Abroad 


Verzeih, Dass Ich Dich 
Liebe 

(‘Forgive Me for Loving You’) 

Vienna, March 10. 


Comedy in three acts by Stephan Bekeffy, 


music by Michael Krauss; preduced by 
Karl Farkas at Scala theatre, Vienna, 
March 1, ‘37; scenery, Tom Kraa; orches- 
tra directed by Bruno Uher, 

Willy c.cccccccecccceecsecenseens Karlweiss 
TOR 2. cc deccccenceccccrscvceseecs Krahl 
DED vccccccceacccccsscccsccccscecs aa 1 
VAN YA . Tabody 
Renatul .ecceseeerceeeerccenes . .O'Montis 
Daisy Sewecrcocvegess sHOFACK 
MizZi .. cee ecereenevcnerecerces Bertschinger 





Willy, one of Karlweiss’ funniest 
parts, is the opposite of a Don Juan, 
but he is forced to become one, wins 
the heart of all females on the pro- 
gram and finally selects the one he 
loves best. 

It is cleverly schemed by the 
Hungarian writer, Stephan Bekeffy. 
A love letter, smuggled 


the mixup. Zunzi, chambermaid and 
private secretary, rises from_ that 
position to Mrs. Renatus. Hilde 
Krahl, pretty wife, has lots of 
trouble with her husband-to-be, 
Willy. 
Michael Krauss wrote a nice score, 
but it is not of his best. Staccato 
love duet has orchestral fancies. 
Two songs, ‘On Top of an Autobus’ 
and ‘This Evening in a Cafe,’ should 
catch on. Maass. 


ORCHESTER 


(‘Orchestra’) 
Vienna, March 10. 


Play in 11 scenes by Richard Reik h. 
First production by Hans Thimig at Josef- 


stadt theatre, Vienna, March 2, ‘37; scenes 
set by Otto Niedermoser. 

Robert Roland........../ Albert Bassermann 
DR. cv gpa cgnce thse ec hS Gewese Kitty Stengel 
BENIN, on bb ccaebscasueeetaesisesd Ernst Arndt 


Christian .Wieck....... sees Robert Berghoff 





Richard Reich is a new name, 
worth being remembered by theatre- 
goers and producers. This is his first 
work and it has something new, 
though not original. 

Reich wants to tell the public that 
life in general is like an orchestra 
and that each one of us has his part. 
Included in his idea is the old plot 
of aging artists, love, and the on- 
rush of youth. Albert Bassermann 
must decide finally which to lose—- 
his wife or his career. He decides 
in favor of the young wife, pretty 


Kitty Stengel, with the result that} 


his ‘opponent’ on the concert stage, 
Berghoff, a youthful newcomer, 
beats out the aging Bassermann. 
Old saying that it 
artist to retire at the peak of his 
career is repeated. 

To make the ‘orchestral play’ 
lively, almost all the other parts are 
filled by violinists, saxophonists, 
oboeists and so forth. ‘They carry 
their instruments with them, but 
there is no music. Maass. 


BATS IN THE BELFRY 


London, March 12. 


Comedy in three acts by Diana Morgan 
and Robert Mac}®rmot, presented by. Syd- 
ney W. Carron at Ambassadors theatre, 
London, March 11, °37. Produced by A. R. 


Whatmore. 

Rev.. Simon Morton........... Ivor Barnard 
NE: MUO Sw ss 6 v0.0 one 8 Charles Hawtrey 
Seasica Morton. .....c.sccseces Vivien Leigh 
Edward Morton..........2.. Henry Kendall 
NS. 5s heads ons.e-s Leslie Wareing 
PUNNONE RW. occ ces scence Michael Shepley 
Miranda Railey......... Lilian Braithwaite 
Lidda Carnworthy......... Lydia Sherwood 
The Master of Gamaliel..... Marcus Barren 
Sir Charles Carnworthy....... Eric Maturin 
fommy Mintern.......... Michael Anthony 
Susan Enderley............. Evelyn Ankers 





Plot of this amusing comedy is 
sadly Geficient, but if playgoers are 
content with smart cracks, they will 
find the show satisfactory. First 
night audience seemed to think so. 


All that,seems to have been 
striven for was to furnish Lillian 
Braithwaite with one of her attrac- 
tively mendacious roles as the visit- 
ing aunt who straightens out the 
household problems of her late sis- 
ter’s family. It is extremely funny 
for a brief spell, but grows tiresome 
for an entire evening, when not 
backed up by something in the na- 
ture of a Story. 


Productions by Sydney Carroll are | 
cast | 


always intelligently produced, 
ind thoroughly rehearsed As a con- 
Sequence, the spectator gets all the 
entertainment which the script is 
Capable of contributing. Jolo 


Haromlevelu Lohere 
(‘Three-leaved Clover’) 


Pp, Budapest, March 10. 
ay 


in 


Vi three acts by Erno Szep, at 
minhas, Pudapest. | 
So asi Blanka Szombathelyi, Istvan | 
“omlo, Maria Sulyok, Julius Kabos, Lajos 
GSardonyi, 





More poet than playwright, Erno 
zep has made a dramatization of 
one of his charming novels which is 
entirely in a lyrical vein. 
Sha tory concerns an author on the 
“per Side of 40, for whom a @iri 
o 18 falls. She’s a crude little 
eeourban, student at an acting 
hi emy, tremendously impressed by 
‘ls fame and distinction. Her fresh- 


ness and devotion touch him, but 
he realizes how incongruous and 
short-lived such an attachment would 
be. He deliberately ruins her career, 
for which she really has no talent, 
and smooths the way to her marry- 
ing an unromantic but wealthy and 
devoted butcher, 

In 13 scenes, play is practically 





into the} 
pockets of the ‘good husband,’ starts | 


is best for an | 


all dialog. Nothing dramatic hap- 
pens, but every snapshot of this as- 
pect of bohemian Budapest is real 
and the characters attractive. Action 
is slow but nevertheless the spec- 





tator spends a pleasant evening and | 


the very human people on the stage 
have much appeal. 

Blanka Szombathelyi, a very 
young actress, has an easy time with 
the role of Iboly. Istvan Somlo is 
one of the most sympathetic actors 
on the Budapest stage, simple and 
restrained; this time he rather over- 
stressed the note of middle-aged 
resignation, however. Jacobi. 


G-B | 


(Continued from page 5) 











| well on that issue also went in their | 
favor. They successfully steered 
through the deal with Woolf; their 
position was strengthened when 


questions on the deal in Parliament 

brought a sharp reproof for the in- 

quirers from the President of the 

Board of Trade; and now the deben- 

ture holders are lined up with them. 
Slight Opposition 

Only surviving opposition appears 
to be agitation promoted by a minor- 
ity group of ordinary stockholders, 
which is querying the legality of 
| certain of the Corporation’s actions. 
Same group, which has interfered 
in the affairs of subsidiaries, is not 
expected to threaten the situation 
materially. 

Just in case, however, City deal- 
ers in the G-B 5%% cumulative 
preference stock have asked the 
Stock Exchange Committee not to 
allow the stock to be marked for 
the dividend due March 31 until 
either the divvy is paid or litigation 
in respect of the payment has been 
disposed of. 

Physical side of the deal is now, 
meanwhile, virtually completed. 
Film stocks and all distribution have 
already been transferred to Woolf, 
exhibs seeking G-B product now 
needing to line up at Woolf’s office. 
Production at the Shepherd’s Bush 
studios is fully washed up, and the 
Gainsborough unit likewise is com- 
pletely through with its independent 
production commitments. 

That drastie cutting of the liabil- 
ity side of the corporation’s activi- 
ties in this manner, leaving only the 
operating end as its earning force, 
may contribute to crystallizing its 
basic soundness was thrown into 
sharp emphasis by release of the 
annual account of Provincial Cine- 
matograph Theatres, chief theatre- 
owning affiliate of G-B, with around 
150 houses in its control. 

Statement 

Published figures show a net profit 
of this concern for the year ending 
Jan. 31, °37, at $2,519,625, which is 
$47,785 up on the previous period. 
On this resuit, the Board has pro- 
posed an ordinary dividend of 15%, 
same as has been paid every year 
for the past 10. 

General reserve is to be increased 
to $3,375,000 by placing a further 
deposit of $375,000, and $485,000 will 
be set aside for depreciation. Bal- 
ance of $621,830 is to be carried over 
to the next account. 

Although many of the P.C.T, the- 
atres are old and out-of-date, it is 
felt the depreciation reserve is more 
than adequate to cover such periodi- 
cal adjustments as may be necessary 
to strengthen the physical assets. 

Threats of legal process, mean- 
while, are only from the minority 
stockholding group, who __ allege 
breaches of the articles of associa- 
tion of G-B. which forbid any mem- 
ber not of British nationality to 
| vote at stockholders’ meetings. An- 
| other article also provides that a 
| erenaee must vacate office 
| 





| 
| 


makes any arrangement or composi- 
tion with his creditors, the group 
alleging this article disqualifies one 
| existing member of the board, whose 
| presence at recent decisive board 
meetings therefore made such meet- 
ings irregular. 

Motion on this was heard Friday 
(19) and adjourned to today (Tues- 
| day) for technical reasons. 
| Attempts to provoke government 

intervention in the situation were 
| nicely snubbed when questions on 

the deal were asked in Parliament. 
President of the Board of Trade. 

Walter Runciman, when asked if he 

knew of the deal, which involved 
‘closing studios and throwing em- 


| 





Corp.; legal opinion sought by Max- 


if he} 





Just Pals 


London, March 16. 

Tommy Russell, of: Russell, 
Marconi and Jerry; Teddy Isen- 
burg, manager of the Biltmor- 
ettes, and Len Barry, their 
agent, were involved in a car 
smash. Pulling up, a six-foot 
cop strolled up to get particu- 
lars. ‘And who are you?’ he 
asked. 

‘Oh,’ replied the boys, ‘just a 
coupla lousy Americans.’ 

To which the cop yelled back: 
‘I get you. I was on Broadway 
for 12 months.’ 








LONDON NITERY 











BIZ MUCH OFF 


London, March 16. 
West End cabarets are playing to 
peanuts in the last few weeks, due 
to the Lenten period. Most of the | 








niteries are 


Bank 
lose so heavily. 


folding for 
Holiday 

One important club 
had 15 customers one night last 
week. 


Only spots that are in the | 
money, with nothing worrying ’em, 
are Cliff Fischer’s London Casino, 
topping with approximately $18,000 
per week, and Henry Sherek’s show 
at the Dorchester hotel, touching an 
estimated $12,500. Latter has a $5.25 
dinner charge, while the former 
charges $3.75, with $4.35 on Saturday 
nights. 


two weeks 





before rather than 


two 








FOUR FRANKS SET 
UNIT IN ENGLAND 


London, March 14. 
Vaudeville unit is being formed 
here by the Four Franks, compris- 
ing English and American talent. 


Unit is being organized to start 
work at the end of this year, some- 
thing that has very rarely been at- 
tempted in English vaude, and indi- 
cates vaude is here for a lengthy 
stay. 

Franks are booked for practically 
the whole of this year, hence the 
looking-ahead project. Unit will 
have, besides the Franks, Dare and 
Yates (American), with Perry 
Franks, youngest of the quartet, to 
emcee. English contingent will have 
a local six-piece band, recruited and 
rehearsed by. Billy Tennent, Jack 
Hylton’s arranger, and an English 
man-woman comedy team to be se- 
lected. 


Unit opens in Dublin, Dec, 6, and 
already has 16 weeks lined up for 
Union Cinemas, with GTC, G-B and 
Moss Empires to follow. It will run 
for 45 minutes and, in picture the- 
atres, will ask for equal billing with 
the picture. 








Vienna Jewish Theatre 
Playing to Sell-out Biz 


Vienna, March 12. 

Jenny Lovic and Heimi Lewin of 
the Warsaw Jewish theatre are play- 
ing here in the operetta ‘Champaign 
Girl.’ 

Local Jewish Cultural 
selling out each night. 
in years. 


theatre is 
Best season 


Buda’s 15th House 


Budapest, March 12. 
New house is to be added to Buda- 
pest’s 14 legit stages, to provide the | 
fast-developing new residential 


| 
| 
neighborhood with dramatic enter- | 
tainment. | 
New theatre is planned as the} 
cultural center of the city’s 11th | 
district, risen to importance by | 
building of a new Danube bridge | 
in the vicinity. Theatre will seat 
1,500. 





ployes on the labor market, said he 
had read reports, but had no power 
to interfere in the internal affairs of 
the companies involved. 

Pressed on the question of the 
nationality of Isidore Ostrer. and 
composition of the Board, Runciman 
stated that the directorate consisted 
of 12 persons—10 British and two, 
American, and he was not prepared 
to introduce Jegislation to control 
the company. That ended it. 





Pirandello’s Lost Play to Be Done 


In Florence Without 





sf 


Champ Co-author? 


Budapest, March 12. 

Zsolt Harsanyi, successful as the 
dramatizer of novels and writer of 
romantic ‘lives,’ is collaborating on 
three lays simultaneously, with 
three authoresses, all prominent so- 
calites. 

First of these, written by Harsanyi 


in collaboration with the Countess 
Cerutti, is scheduled for world 
premiere in London. Madame Ce- 
rutti is the wife of the Italian am- 
bassador in Paris, and was Erzsi 
Paulay, Hungarian actress, before 
her marriage. 

Second play is with Countess 
Margit Bethlen, wife of Hungary’s 
ex-prime Minister, who has two 
plays, written by herself, to her 
credit. Third, and probably earliest 


production, will be ‘Festival Weeks,’ 
in a Salzburg setting, on which Har- 
sanyi is coliaborating with Baroness 
Lily Hatvany, who wrote a number 
of plays in the past on her own. 


SNIDER-DEAN, SIR BEN 
CO-OP ON MARCUS TOUR 


Sydney, March 2. 

Sir Ben Fuller has made a deal 
with Snider-Dean to come in on the 
A. B. Marcus tour of New Zealand 
and Australia. 

Tour opens in Auckland April 6 
and will be exploited by Jack Per- 
cival of Snider-Dean. A. Ben Fuller, 
the knight’s son, will leave here 
early next month to pick up the 
troupe in Suva. George Dean will 
also travel to N. Z. in order to ar- 
range all the biz matters. 

Marcus deal broke big 
all newspapers here 
return to legit. 

No theatre has been named yet for 
the Sydney showing. 

Snider-Dean is the outfit to whom 
Fullers leased a number of theatres 





space in 
as Sir Ben's 


throughout Australia for an indie 
pic policy. Leon Snider was at one 
time an official in Hoyts. With 


George Dean he now controls a large 
chain in the city, nabe and country 
centres. 





Int'l Puppet Congress 





Budapest, March 12. 
‘Tragedy of Man,’ Hungarian 
drama classic, will be presented as 
an arty puppet show, in French, at 
the Paris World Fair this summer. 
Many nations’ marionette theatres 
have been invited to perform at the 
Paris exposition. ‘Arc-en-Ciel,’ 
modern puppet stage directed by 
Geza Blattner, painter of Hungarian 
extraction living in Paris, is to per- 
form the weighty and philosophical 
‘Tragedy,’ as representing Magyar 
stagecraft. 





Marischka’s Comeback 


Vienna, March 12. 

Hubert Marischka, former owner 
of the Theatre an der Wien and the 
Karczag Publishing Co., has made 
his comeback on the stage here at 
ithe Volksopera in ‘Golden Mill,’ a 
rewrite by Wilhelm Sterk of an old 
play, ‘Brother Martin.’ 

Music is by Leon Jessel, 
wrote ‘Parade of the Wooden 
diers.’ 


who 
Sol- 


AUSTRIAN WAR PLAY 





| Theater, 


Vienna, March 12. 








Franz. Csokor’s latest play, ‘Nov. 3, 
1918, will be produced by the Burg 
theatre. In the cast are Tresser, 
Pranger, Henning, Reimers, Eybner. 
Lieweber, Krauss, Volters; Heim, 
Braun, Hoebling and Mrs. Stepanek. 

It is an all-officers play, depicting 
the home-rush of the defeated Aus- 
trians in the World War. Herbert 
Wassieke directs. 


Scala Revue in Munich 


Berlin, March 12. 
‘Die 





Herrliche Welt’ (Lovely 
World’) vaude revue by Eduard | 
Duisberg, which enjoyed consider- | 
able success at the Scala during the | 
Olympic games last summer, is now 
being done over at the Seataches | 
Munich, with the original | 

Scala cast and direction. | 
Such good that the original} | 
two-week date has been stretched to | 
six. | 


Any Final Act 


Rome, March 12, 

Luigi Pirandello’s ‘I Giganti della 
Mantagna’ (The Giants of the Moun- 
tain’) will get its world premiere on 
May 5 at the Green Theatre in the 
Boboli gardens of Florence. 

Drama will be presented with the 
third act missing, incomplete as it 
was left at Pirandello’s death. 

Plans to add a third act to 
play had to be abandoned because 
the notes left by Pirandello were 
too sketchy to give any idea of how 
he wanted the finish. 

Renato Simoni will direct. 
has not yet been selected. 

Luigi Pirandello’s film ‘Il fu Mat- 
tia Pascal’ (‘He Was Mattia Pascal’), 
is ready to be released in all Italian 
cinemas. First night is to be made 
a gala occasion commemorating the 
film work of Italy’s late playwright. 
Producing company, Ala, and Colos- 
seum Film, distributors, have signi- 
fied that they will turn over the 
box-office returns of the first night 
to the creation of Pirandello schol- 


the 


Cast 


arships at the Experimental Film 
Center. 

Picture, which is directed by 
Pierre Chenal, and which = stars 
Pierre Blanchard, Isa Miranda and 


Irma Gramatica, was made in French 
and Italian versions simultaneously, 
French version, entitled ‘L’Homme 
de nulle part’ (The Man From No- 
where’), is already showing in Paris, 
First-night returns were given to a 
charitable institution in the name of 
Luigi Pirandello. 

In Germany the Italian version of 
the film is to be shown, dubbed in 
German. Film has already been sold 
in South America. In New York it 
is to have its first showing in late 
March. Negotiations for release in 
the rest of Europe are under way. 


‘TOES’ FREAK LONDON 
SPURT ON ‘FINAL’ WEEK 


London, March 23, 


‘On Your Toes,’ which played to 
losing money here ever since open- 
ing, five weeks ago, took a healthy 
spurt last week on the ‘final week’ 
announcement and grossed approxi- 
mately $14,000, which is about $4,000 
profit on the week. 


Now looks like the show has 
turned the corner and can stick, but 
has to vacate the Palace, which 
Metro has for ‘Good Earth’ on a 
roadshow basis. Musical will there- 
fore play Golders Green and Streat- 
ham, in the suburbs, returning to the 
West End as soon as Lee Ephraim 
can find another theatre. That, these 
days, is no cinch, 


Another Refugee Play 
Co. Set Up in Zurich 


Zurich, March 14, 
Julius Marx, relative of the Julius 
Marx who was formerly head of the 














Scala, Berlin, and Dr. Diebold, 
former theatrical critic of the Frank- 
furter Zeitung, Germany, have 


formed a new company here to be 
called Thema. 


Company operates out of Zurich 
and controls the film and = stage 
rights to the works of several im- 
portant writers on the continent, in- 
cluding Thomas Mann, Alfred Neu- 


mann, Stefan Zweig and _ Lion 
Feuchtwanger. 
Object of the organization is to 


transcribe plays and books of Euro- 
pean writers into modern languages, 
primarily English, and peddle them 
abroad. 


2 Bad London Plays 
London, March 23. 

‘This For Remembrance’ opened 
Tuesday night (16) at the Embassy. 
It is an adaptation of a continental 
three-character triangle play. Hope- 
less and the show failed to reopen 
for a second performance. 

‘Joy Will Come Back’ at the Arts 
theatre for a Sunday tryout per- 
formance Sunday night (21) proved 
to conversational but undra- 


matic play without any commercial 
value. 
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Broadway 





Paul Misch says he has a play. 

Oscar Doob bedded by case of 
grippe. 

WPA currently has 26 shows in re- | 


Jackie McPartland nicknamed ‘bal- 
loon pants.’ 

Joseph Tierney manager of the 
Venezia cafe. 

Sam H. Harris okay, staying in 
Florida until May 1. 

Lambs will hold spring Gambol 
at Waldorf Astoria. 

Ray LeStrange to the Coast into 
indie film publicity. 

Lillian Nadel, Rialto theatre p.a., 
svitching to the Filmarte. 

Martin Remnek, agent, has joined 
the Harry Young office. 

William Pierce, sec to Charles R. 
Rers, to the Coast over week-end. 

Mare Connelly, Johnny Shubert, 
Norman Light back from winter 
crises. 

Ralph Rolan, ‘March of Time’ exec. 
back from attending MPTOA confab 





in south. 
Mrs. Sadie (J. J.) McCarthy to 
Bermuda Saturday (20) for a re- 


cuverative rest. 

Neuman Starr and George A. Eva- 
Jenko have formed Starr & Co., 
brokerage firm. 

George Braidwood McCoy, of Pub- 
licity Associates, bedded with a 
throat ailment all week. 

Frank Tuttle, Paramount director, 
in town for brief vacash. Sails today 
fcr Europe with Mrs. T. 

Selena Royle, rehearsing in a new 
le“it play, ‘Curtain Call,’ is also 
ac‘ing in some commercial films. 

Rudi Feld honor guest at AMPA 
luncheon last week. Former UFA 
e::2cutive leaves for Coast soon. 

Frank Mackin, the reformed mad 
hatter, was down in Havana with 
the Giants as Horace Stoneham’s 
guest. 

Neila Goodelle and Lee Sullivan 
teamed for series of six Educational 
shorts, one of which has been com- 
p!cted. 

Al Wilkie, Par’s chief publicist, 
wearing a deep sun-tan after at- 
tending company’s conclave _ in 
F'orida. 

Vie Shapiro, Major Picts’ publicist, 
fly:ng back to the Coast today after 
forinight’s vacash in N. Y., during 
which time he practically lived in 
the legit theatres. 

Bill (Pathe) O’Brien giving Amer- 
ica a whirl for six or seven weeks 
before returning to Paris. First 
tr'» back in six years. 

George Illmansee, formerly au- 
di‘or for Comstock & Gest, will 
hendle the books for Laurence 
Rivers, Inc. (Rowland Stebbins). 

Si Seadler due back March 29 
from Coast stay during which he 
divided time between conferences 
at Metro studios and horsebacking 


- at Palm Springs. 


Lee Shubert, returned from Flor- 
ida, huddling with Irvin Marks, 
Paris play broker. J. J. Shubert 
sailed Friday (19) for European va- 
cation, now that his brother is back. 

Bill Hollander, B&K Chicago, 
feted with a luncheon at the Hotel 
Astor, yesterday (Tuesday) on oc- 
casion of his 25th wedding anni- 
versary. The Hollanders leavinz on 


. a cruise this week. 





Paris ) 


Frakson at the Lido. 
Rene Clair in from London. 
Ray Goetz in and out of town. 
AF es Heid on the current Lido 
ML 
4 Cirque Pinder off for a provincial 
Gir, 
Fenri Falk, w.k. French writer, 





‘ “rol Flynn and Lily Damita cock- 
< ung. 

«dmond Sayag making a trip to 
A _ orica. 

#vred Adison and orchestra at the 


‘opeen. 
Jsorge Leroy, Lido booker, look- 
ir - for acts. 


Cecil Sorel in a nursing home 


wh grippe. 


Lys Gauty finishing a European 
tcur in Geneva. 
(U) at the 


‘Three Smart Girls’ 
Miracles-Lord Byron. 
Fifteenth annual gala of the Ar- 


_ tis-;) Union a huge success. 


“2nry Decoin adapting Princess 
E -esco’s ‘Katina’ tothe screen. 

Darwin Teague  propagandizing 
here for the 1939 expo in New York. 

Suzy Solidor going to make a film 
at Ouessant in which she’s the only 
Woman. 

Run-offs for the selection of ‘Miss 
E:x:yosition 1937’ being held at the 
N *rmandie. 

Maurice Commange starting 
Bel'e de Montparnasse,’ 
Je-rne Aubert. 

“T,"Homme du Jour’ (‘Man of the 
D »’), .Chevalier’s latest -pic, get- 
t a cool French press. 

“rancois d’'Orgeix taking over the 
s! ‘tered Theatre Daunou. To open 
wh a revival of ‘Dame Nature.’ 

Part of Queen Victoria which 

“+ Morlay is taking in ‘Victoria 
I> ‘na’ is her first stage appearance 
h °< in nearly two years. 


reel Handelman elected to the 


‘La 
starring 


ci: r left vacant by the death of; 


Rudyard Kipling in the Academvw of 
Moral and Political Science. 


a 





London 


Dr. A. H. Giannini expected here. 

Bubbles Stewart and Sisters off 
home again. 

Chris Gill making his initial broad- 
cast March 24, 

Mrs. Jack Waller joining her hus- | 
band at Madiera. i 
Gilbert Miller flying his own plane 
at Heston Aerodrome. 

Anton Walbrook here for.a picture 
work for Herbert Wilcox. 
Matt. McKeigue in hospital, to be 
operated for leg. trouble. 
Enid Stamp Taylor angled for | 
America by the Shuberts. 

Max Schach casting ‘The Stars 
Look Down,’ A. J. Cronin’s novel. 
Henry Carson operating the Em- 
pire, Brussels, as a vaudeville spot. 
‘Golem,’ French picture starring 
Harry Baur, is to have a West End 
release. 

Mark Leddy has Steve Geray and 
Magda Kun under contract for 
America. 
Arthur Jarratt signed a new five- 
year ticket as booking chief of G-B 
Theatres. 

Coronation attraction for the May- 
fair Hotel is Pils and Tabet, Paris 
nitery duo. 

Magda Kun (Mrs. Steve Geray) 
in the hospital having her tonsils 
manicured. 

Dave Bader crashing into produc- 
tion with a new indie unit called 
Everest Films. 

Roger Murrel sending cables to 
acts over here to represent them on 
the RKO floor. ras 

With seven theatre visits in a 
month, Queen Mary giving a filip to 
show business. 

Murray Silverstone planning to 
take his family to New York on the 
annual trip in June. 

Albert Burdon starting on his sec- 
ond picture for British International. 
Has one more to do. 

‘Come Out to Play’ show tried out 
at Theatre Arts Club, now set for 
the Kingsway theatre. 

Bob Fisher jumped to Paris and 
lined up some work in Cannes, Nice, 
Monte Carlo and Brussels. 

Teddy Joyce and his girls’ band 
of 22 has booking for the Paramount 
and Union Cinemas circuit. 

Lee Sims has written a musical 
symphony. Kept an entire St. Regis 
floor awake during its birth. 

Jimmy Lunceford here after a so- 
journ to France and Sweden. Will 
be home in a couple of weeks. 

Henry Sherek going to the U. S. 
soon to look at ‘Red, Hot and Blue,’ 
which he is going to do in London. 

Bebe Daniels and Ben Lyon 
booked for South Africa for six 
weeks with option. Due there 
Sept. 10. 

Geraldine and Joe and Connie Rus- 
sell in the Hughie Green all kids’ pic, 
being made by British Lion at: Bea- 


consfield, " 
Edgar Wallace’s thriller, ‘The 
Squeaker,’ successfully revived at 


the Strand theatre with most of the 
original cast. 

George Black has disposed of 
‘O-Kay for Sound,’ Palladium show, 
in its entirety to Williamson-Tait 
for Australia. 

After a successful fortnight at the 
Embassy, Robert Sherwood’s ‘The 
Road to Rome’ revival transferred 
to the Savoy. 

Bobby May will taste the water 
at Baden Baden as soon as he is 
through with the present Palladium 
‘Crazy’ Show. 

‘Lloyds of London’ (20th) goes into 
the Gaumont (formerly the Capitol, 
Haymarket) April 15; Expected to 
stay four weeks. 

Jack Davies, agent and part pro- 
moter of ‘Balalaika,’ attempting to 
lead the band at the Carlton hotel. 
He's still a good agent. 

P. C. Hilliam, of Flotsam and Jet- 
sam, suddenly taken ill while ready 
to do his act at the Berkeley hotel. 
and rushed to a hospital. 

Walter Hackett has completed his 
new play for Marion Lorne and 
goes into rehearsal immediately for 
production at the Apollo. 

Paul Gerrits goes into the Gros- 
venor House cabaret. Deal was set 
by Mark Leddy, in conjunction with 
Jules Stein’s London office. 

Daisy Kennedy, violinist wife of 
John Drinkwater, suffered facial in- 
juries in an auto crash in London 
while returning from a recital. 

With change-over in scenes, and a 
song interpolated for Bertha Bel- 
more, ‘Big Business’ has consider- 
ably spruced up since its premiere. 


Al Bowlly and his swing orches- 
tra has lined up 16 weeks of vaude- 
ville with Paramount, Union Cine- 
mas, General Theatres and Moss Em- 
pires. 

‘Bicycle for Two’ is the title for 
the next Sidney Howard picture, 
which will be directed by Victor 
pale 9 unit producer for Alexander 

orda. 


Maurice Colleano and Co. missed 
12 weeks at the Charles Cochran 
Trocadero Supper Show, due to un- 
certainty of Lyceum pantomime 
closure. 


Three-character play based on fact 





brance,’ and is adapted from German 
by Ralph Neale. 

Four Ortons due to sail for Amer- 
ica March 26, but canceled to play 
the Empire, Paris. This makes their 


third cancellation due to getting 


last-minute dates. 


Claire Luce and Peter Haddon 
have teamed up and will do a play 
together. As yet untitled. Opens in 
Nottingham in four weeks, then 
comes to the West End. 

Cliff Whitley tried to get permis- 
sion from the Shuberts to call his 
eatery-theatre the reconstructed 
Winter Garden theatre, ‘The Zieg- 
feld Follies,’ but got a no. 

‘Three Mad Men,’ David Bader 
story, originally intended as a film 
by the purchaser, Howard Alex- 
ander, is to be produced as a play, 
with Ralph Spence doctoring. 


Beverly Baxter, who four years 
ago, took up the post of director 
of public relations for Gaumont- 
British, has been appointed editorial 
adviser to Allied Newspapers. 


Richmond theatre (Surrey) under 
control of a new concern called Cir- 
cle Theatres, Ltd., of which Edward 
Knoblock is one of four directors. 
House will try out new plays. 


Capt. Frank Cavell, head of en- 
tertainment at the Ritz and Carlton 
hotels, inveigled into coming on the 
stage by Lucienne Boyer during her 
performance at the Victoria Palace. 

Charles Cochran’s production of 
‘Paganini,’ starring Evelyn Laye and 
Richard Tauber due at the Lyceum 
May 20. Book by A. P. Herbert and 
Reginald Arkell, from the German 
of Paul Knepler and Bela Jenbach. 


Harry Foster completed a. deal 
with British International to film 
‘Over She Goes,’ Laddie Cliff-Stan- 
ley Lupino musical currently at the 
Saville theatre. Entire cast will be 
used as soon as the show finishes its 
West End run. 


George and Jack Dormonde 
booked into the Savoy hotel cabaret 
for four weeks in two-week stanzas. 
Eric Wollheim was not sure if that 
type of act would appeal to the ritzy 
clientele and asked the team to play 
one —* tryout. Booking was the 
result. 





Sydney 


By Eric Gorrick 





Community singing goes into the 
Trocadero, Sydney. 


Cinesound’s next production will 
be ‘Lovers and Luggers.’ 


Herbie Hayward on exploitation 
for Cinesound’s ‘It Isn’t Done.’ 


Biz is not so hot for ‘The Vinegar 
Tree,’ Brett Randall producing, in 
Melbourne. 


Ben Bernard, American, is han- 
dling film airings for the Australian 
Broadcasting Commission. 

Graham Mitchell got away to a 
good start with his vaude-revue unit 
in Melbourne at the Apollo. 


_ Monte Carlo Russian Ballet wind- 
ing up a great run for Williamson- 
Tait in Australia. Will repeat after 
New Zealand. 


Expected that Charles Chauvel 
will swing into early production for 
Expeditionary Films on his return 
from America. 


Mel Lawton has been elected presi- 
dent of the Forty-Seven Club in N. 
S. Wales. Club is comprised mainly 
of publicity boys. - 

_Raycophone will give demonstra- 
tion of a new sound horn in Sydney 
in conjunction with preview of 
Warner's ‘Charge.’ 

_ Leonard Roos is busy shooting the 
sights around New South Wales for 
a travel series ‘to be released 
through Warners. 


Graham Mitchell will 
vaude-revue unit into the 
Melbourne, in opposition to 
Neil. Mostly locals. 


Copies of Esquire retail over here 
at $1 per copy. Good market also for 
Readers Digest, Fact Digest, Maga- 
zine Digest and the like. 

Eric Thompson designing special 
sets for Cinesound’s ‘Tall Timber.’ 
Was with Par and Walter Wanger 
for some years, before returning to 
Australia. 

Metro will bring ‘Born to Dance’ 
(MG) into the St. James, after ‘Gor- 
geous Hussy.’ Hal Carleton, Bill Tin- 
kler and Myron Lustig already busy 
on special exploitation. 

Maybe it was the result of the re- 
cent maritime strike, but last week 
one weekly-change house featured 
a pic that has been on ice for over 
three years—‘The Phantom Broad- 
cast’ (MG). And did the. critics 
pan it! 

Acts playing for Frank Neil in 
Sydney and Melbourne include: Jim 
Gerald, Willie West and McGinty, 
Rayner Twins, Don Smith. Will Au- 
brey, Arnie Hartman, Hadji Ali, Joey 
Porter, Raynor Lehr, Jed Dooley, 
Jack Stocks, Del Orel, Ross and 


bring a 
Apollo, 
rank 





will be the Embassy’s next produc- 
| tion. It is titled, ‘This For Remem- 


Stone, Sereno and June, Healy and 
Mack and Rube Demerest. 





Berlin 


‘Quintuplets’ (20th) now showing 
here as ‘S.0.S.—5.’ 

Lilian Harvey has started work on 
her new pic ‘Sieben Ohrfeigen.’ 

Teiko Kiwa, of the Emperor’s the- 
atre, Tokyo, here in ‘Madame But- 








terfly.’ 

‘Etappenhase’ going into its 150th 
performance, with the criginal cast | 
intact. 

Loni Heuser in ‘3,000 Jahre Kab- | 
arett,’ revue at the Kabarett der 
Komiker. 

Hermann Abendroth has _ four 
dates with the Darmstadt symph for 
next winter. 

Paul Wegener to direct ‘Closed 
Session’ by Helmuth Brandis and 
Otto Linnekogel. 

Robert Klaes, prez of the Belgian 
Film Chamber, to Munich to visit 
the Bavaria studios. 

Deutsche Artistik, vaudeville mag, 
put on a magicians’ show for the 
benefit of old vaude actors. 

Gerda Maria Terna of the Cologne 
State Theatre signed a three year 
contract with the Berlin Schiller | 
Theatre. 

Adolf Rott of Danzig to direct 
‘Hannibal’ at the Burg Theatre in 
Vienna, with Werner Krauss in the 
title role. 

‘Hamlet,’ in the Berlin State Thea- 
tre Repertory, reached its 50th per- 
formance, with Gustaf Gruendgens 
as the Dane. 

Masani Kuni, here from Tokyo 
with his 27 original costumes, to give 
a dance recital in Berlin and then 
to tour the Reich. 

Dorothea Wiecke released from 
her contract with the Schiller thea- 
tre to play the lead in Goethe's 
‘Goetz von Berlichingen.’ 

Saxony to have an itinerant thea- 
tre. Arrangements are under way 
to provide even the towns having no 
stage with performances. 

Edward McDowell, among. the 
composers represented in “Tanz um 
die Welt.’ new ballet at the Deutsche 
Oper which shows dances from 
many lands. 

Big ballet being prepared for the 
Film Ball by Jens Keith. Among 
the numbers will be the mazurka 
from ‘Bettelstudent’ and the tango 
ballet from ‘Maedchen Irene.’ 

Sibylle Schmitz, w.k. German ac- 
tress, motoring to Teplitz for the 
premiere of her pic ‘Die Unbe, 
kannte,’ (‘The Unknown’) narrowly 
escaped death by jumping from the 
car as it skidded backwards over a 


precipice. 


Canadian premiere ‘Silent Barrier’ 
at Capitol, April 2. 

Lionel April and B. A. McGill 
join Empire exchange staff. 

Bob Shepherd appointed assistant 
manager, Capitol, Montreal. 

All summer resorts opening month 
earlier, due to mild weather. 

Ike Sourckes new manager, Grand 
National Exchange, Montreal. 

Dunc Macdonald, Gazette sports 
editor, to London in mid-April on 
three-year contract with General 
Critchley, sports promoter. 

United Amus. Corp., operating 23 
nabes in. Montreal and province, 
plans three new theatres, at approxi- 
mate cost of $600,000 for current 
year. ; 

Francais and Princess, nabe 
houses, Quebec City, closed by gov- 
ernment for infraction of Children’s 
Act barring mir’ rs under 16 from 
picture theatres: Held to be start of 
drive against houses in Montreal and 
province which are ignoring act. 

Just published government returns 
of the 836 picture theatres in Canada 
f.- 1935 show total of 116,976,500 
paid admissions totalling $27,173,400, 
exclusive. amusement taxes. Com- 
pares with 107,718,000 for $25,338,100 
previous year. Price average 23.2 
cents and $2.48 per capita. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 

W. A. V. Mack, GB special repre- 
sentative, a visitor. 

Art Mannheimer, of National 
Screen, returning to Chicago. 

’ Ray O'Brien from RKO New York 
home office auditing department in 
town. 

Frank Mantzke, Universal branch 
manager, back from Chicago busi- 
ness trip. 

Sportsmen’s Show at Auditorium, 
starting March 27, will feature in- 
door ski jump. J 

Ed. Saifer, formerly with UA in 
Chicago, added to Grand National 
sales’ staff here. 

‘Three Smart Girls,’ which ran 10 
weeks in loop here, is in ninth week 
in downtown St. Paul. 

Both ‘Good Earth’ and ‘Lost Hori- 
zon’ believed slated for Alvin the- 
atre roadshow engagements _ this 
spring. 

Barrett C. Kiesling, MGM assist- 
ant studio publicity director, and 











Louis B. Mayer's personal represent- 
ative, in town. : 





—_— 
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Hollywood 


Kay Francis ill at her home. 
Lucille Gleason is trying to defeat 





hegee Wills Moody b 
elen Wills Moo eing tested z 
20th-Fox. od . PS me 

Arthur Janisch has joined Warners 
blurb dept. 

May Robson returned from a tour 
of the East. 

Sol Rosenblatt planed 
Washington. 

Claude Rains got his second citi- 
zenship papers. 

inky Tomlin opens a p.a. tour in 
Denver, March 29. 

Paul Kelly moved 
home at Chatsworth. 

W. P. Lipscomb is due in Holly- 
wood from Europe in April. 

Marion Mattoli, Italian film direc- 
tor, is sailing for home April 21. 

Gene Autry out on a six-week pa. 
tour of Wisconsin and Indiana. 

Samuel Goldwyn and the missus 
vacationing at Tucson for two weeks. 

June Travis withdrawn from cast 
of ‘All Is Confusion’ due to infected 
tooth. 

Edward Arnold, Jr. 16, gets his pie 
debut in ‘Blazing Barriers,’ at Mono- 
gram. 

Oscar Straus has gone Heveriy 
Hills with the occupation of a new 
house. 

L. B. Mayer and Metro group back 
from St. Patrick’s day celebration in 
Frisco. 

Agnes Ayres planted her 10-vear- 
old daughter, Maria, in a Roach 
comedy. 

Monckton Hoffe departs April 1 
for the Coronation ceremonies in 
England. 

Jean Rogers has gone to Belmont, 


in from 


into a new 


Mass., on first hometown visit in 
three years. 
Frances Langford entered the 


California Lutheran hosp for medi- 
cal observation. 

Dave Gould rehearsing chorus en- 
semble in 14 groups for ‘Broadway 
Melody of 1937.’ 

Hoot Gibson closing his Benedict 
Canyon domicile, preparatory to go- 
ing on circus tour. 

John Monk Saunders. returned 
home after siege of treatment at the 
Cedars of Lebanon, 

Mark Barron,’ city editor of the 
AP in New York, is visiting his wite, 
Erin O’Brien-Moore. 

Director James Whale used 3,000 
extras in the key war scenes for 
‘The Road Back,’ at U. 

George Bruce has sold his play, ‘No 
More Jones,’ to Alexander Bruckman, 
English film producer, 

Bernard Waldman will handle 
special exploitation for Walter 
Wanger’s ‘Vogues of 1938.’ 

Bill Keefe, one-time praiser for D. 
W. Griffith, is doing the federal beat 
for the Lu. A. Herald-Express. 

Pete Smith is making a _ short 
around the Chicago Cubs, now train- 
ing at Catalina Isle, for Metro. 

Jack Robbins has organized a 
songwriters’ roundtable club, which 
meets each Tuesday in Levy’s tavern. 

Robert Montgomery’s confinement 
with a bad tooth caused shooting ir- 
i pda in Metro’s ‘Night Must 

‘a 


Eleanor Powell has recovered from 
a recent ankle injury and is back at 
work in Metro’s ‘Broadway Melody 
of 1937.’ 

Benny Rubin p.a.’ing at Frisco to 
try out his gags for the Bert Wheel- 
er-Robert Woolsey picture, ‘The 
Kangaroos,’ at RKO. 

The Ranee of Sarawak, wife of the 
only white rajah in the world, is in 
conference with Hal Wallis at War- 
ners on her story, ‘The Great White 


Rajah.’ 

Prince Sigvord Bernadotte of 
Sweden is technical director on 
S-I’s ‘Prisoner of Zenda.’ He re- 


nounced his throne rights to wed a 
German actress. 

Walter Wanger asked Sid Skolsky 
to interview his 12 manikins at one 
sitting. Gossiper replied he couldn't 
accommodate, but that he would con- 
centrate on one of the femmes for an 
entire evening. 

Harry Brand’s wife grabbed off 
around 75 of his friends for a sur- 
prise stag at the Hillcrest Country 
club. Dr. Harry W. Martin was in- 
terlocutor, while Darryl F. Zanuck 
functioned as emcee. 

Tony Gaudio, Warners lenser, who 
won the Acad accolade for 1936 as 
top cinematographer, received a $600 
German still camera as a token from 
Eastman Kodak, and his assistants. 
Frank Gaudio and Carl Guthrie, each 
received a Leica for their work in 
connection with the trophy. 


New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 





Yeggs got $400 from safe of How- 
ard 


Ben Cohen playing around with 
grippe. 

_ Hal Welles set for summer, direct- 
ing at Matunick. 

Sportsmen’s show packed ‘em 4 
week at Arena. 

‘Miss Onis,’ Ward Morehouse play, 
due at Shubert April 1-3. 

Irving Jacocks building a new 700- 
seat film house in Branford. 

‘Carnival in Flanders’ doing hold- 
over biz at reopened Lincoln. 

Alex Dean, now in China, wil! 
again direct at Cohasset this sum- 
mer. ; 

Jan Peerce and Billy Glason heac- 
line Jewish Home for Aged vaude 
benefit. 
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Bills Next Week 





(Continued from page 68) 


Wally Vernon 
Ramsdell Girls 
Slim Martin Ore 


Famous Door 


Eddie Beal 
Louis Prima Ore 


Little Club 


Tiny Meredith 

Jane Jones 

Paul Kendall 

Helen Warner 

Rose Valyda 
Omar’s Dome 

Galente & Leonardo 

Lurline 

Speck Watkins 

George Redman Ore 

Jeanne Blanche 


Pacific Sunset Club 
Peggy Page 
Beth Love 
Carolyn Dyne 
Janet Jorean 


Ray Hall Ore 
Palomar 

3 Flashes 

Eddie Ruton Dogs 

Stanley Hickman 


Paris Inn 


Dominic Columbo 
Gabriel J Candino 
Rudy & La Tosea 
Thora Maithaison 
Carmela Montero 
Marguerita del Rio 
Juan de Martinis 
Pete Contrelli Ore 
Seven Seas 
Lily Gibson 
Lonnie McIntire Or 
Somerset House 
Betty Borden 
Kenny Gardner 
Bill Zerker 
Camille Saray 





Topsy’s 
| Pat O'Shea 
Arnold Sis 
Leona Rice 
Maxine Manners 
Jane Morgan 
Irene Berry 
Agnes Johnson 
Al Eldredge Ore 
Teddy & Lee 
Trocadero 
Peggy Fears 
Phil Ohman Ore 





Muzzy Marcellino U-Gene's 
3 Debutantes Rarbara Kack 
Hudson Metzger Gis| Frank Gallagher 
Ted Fio Rito Nellie Becker 
Blackhawk Drake Hotel 


Joe Sanders 

Ruth & B. Ambrose 
Barbara Parks 
Terry & Walker 


Blackstone Hotel 


Radio Rogues 
Georges & Jalna 
Hugo Mariani 
Corinna Mura 
Collette & Barry 
Al Kavelin’s Ore 
Chez Paree 
Edgar Bergen 
Gertrude Neisen 
Bert Frohman 
Lorraine Santschi 
Josephine Buckley 
Miriam Verne 
Henry Busse Orch. 
Don Cummings 


Club Alabaw 
Virginia James 
Buddy & Betty 
Bernard & Henry 
Mae Sis 
Art Williams Ore 


Club Mayflewer 
3 Variety Boys 
Edna Errico 
3 Short Waves 
Lanny & Leta 
4 Rhythm Girls 
Lou Sales Ore 

Club Minnet 
Alvina Morton 
Dorothy Wall 
Archer Sis 
Simma Laska 
Del Estes 
Jerry Glidden Ore 

Cotosimes 
Faith Bacon 
Beck, Melton & B. 
Melba - 
Florence Barlow 
Francis & Carroll 
Don Enrico 
Jack Del Ray 
Bob Tinsley 
Elvira Tanzi 


Cengress Hotel 

(Casino) 

Bob Crosby Orch. 

Wilkins & Walters 

Olympic Trio 

Chas. Carrer 

Kay Weber 

The Crusaders 
Gay 90's 

Colleen 

Marion Parker 

Georgia Lucky 

Jean Houston 


Lew King 
Jack Fishman Ore 
Harry’s N. ¥, 
Cabaret 


Buddy Walker 
Melba Brian 
Jane Ruby 
Buddy & Selma 
Marion Morgan 


Hi-Hat 

Hal Mopte 
Buddy & Selma 
Evelyn Royce 
Shari : 

Hotel Bismarck 

(Walnut Room) 
Phil LeVant Ore 
George Wald 
Gretchen Lee 

cNallie Sis 
Don & S Jennings 
Bert Granoff 
Tod Liebling 
Terry Howard 


Hotel Brevoort 
Jaros Sis 
Jimmie Christie 
Whitey Neuman 


(Silwer Forrest) 
Clyde Lucas Ore 
Noble & Donnelly 
Donald Novis 
Stanley Twins 
Paul Gordon 
Floria Vestoff 


Hotel Edgewater 
n 
(Marine Room) 
Anson Weeks 
Cc. & H. Stone 
De May, M. & M. 
Walter Nillson 
Herbert Foote 
Harriett Smith's Gls 


Hotel Lasalle 
(Blee Fountain 
Reom) 
King’s Jesters Orc 
Marjorie Whitney 

Alen & Evans 
Lee Purdy 
Wayne Lorraine 
Liebling & Howard 
Hotel Morrisen 
(Terrace Koom) 
(Castine Parisien) 
Emil Boreo 
Olive & George 
Enrico Bertolaso 
Georgie Hayes 
3 Bredwins 


Choppy 
Arabel, Rich & M 
Buster Shaver Co. 


Lou Breese Ore 


Hotel Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 


June & A. Parrish 
Tito Coral 
Roberts & White 


Bartlett & Hurst 
Geo Hamilton Ore 
Carl Simpson 
Abbott Danvers 
Hetel Sherman 
(Cellege Inn) 
Gertrude Hoffman 
Cal Varsity 8 
Garcia & Perrot 
Sonny & Sonny 
6 Lindy Hoppers 
Ed Rickard 
Hotel Stevens 
(Continental Reem) 
Stevens Septette 
Donna Day 
Janet Evans 
Frankie Masters Or 
Parody Club 
Phil Kaye 
Molly Manors 
Charlyre Baker 
Millie Travis 
Freddy Janis Ore 
Royale Frolics 
Dolly Kay 
Bill Anson 
Edwards & Farney 
Peggy Moore 
Adair & Richards 
Francis Wills 
Jack Hilliard 
Henri Lishon Ore 
Chas Engels Ore 
Via Lago 
Jackie Hamlin 
Dick Hughes 
Sally heith 
Wallace & Latisha 
Stan Carter 
Yacht Club 
Frances Fave 
Bob & F. Gilbert 
Sherr, Walker & 8S 
Eastbrook & Farrar 
Nino Rinaldo Ore 
885 Club 
Owen & Parco 
Eddie South 
Selva White 


PHILADELPHIA 


Anchorage Inn 


Johnny Graft Ore 

Grace Manners 

James Craig 

Paul Rich 

Honey Sinclair 

Louise & Marten 
Arcadia ‘Int'l 

Charles Whittie: 

Ted Lewis Ore 

Radio Aces 3 


Renee Dene 7 

Don Ronaldo Ore 
Aronomink Farms 
Phyliss Sterling 
Dorothy Marodar 
Joe O'Neil Ore 
John 


sailey 
Barritz Cafe 
Doc Anton Ore 
Grey & Harlowe 
Betty Lee 
Freddie Fasano 
Bellevae-Steatford 
(Planet Room) 
Meyer Davis Ore 
Ben Franklin Hotel 
(Georgian Roam) 
Moe Jaffe Ore 
Benny the Bum's 
Howard Lanin Ore 
Ralph Brown 


Jackie Green 
Frances Woods 
Billy Bray 
Patsy Ogden 
(iinger 


Club Parrakeet 
Buddy Thaw 
Sunny Frazer 
Smiles Van Day 
Jean Page 
Dolly Ariyn 
Al Wilson 
| K niles 
} Fran Caswell 
| Billy Thornton 

Chez Michaud 
Joe Follman 

De Paul's Cafe 
Watson Sis 


Gussie 


fore 


Ore 





Sue Heines 

Sis McCall 
| Johnny Karlington 
| Vincent Norman ©) 


Embassy Clob 
Cecelia Bronton 
Trent Patterson 


Dale King 

Connie Crandall 
Biliy Maples 
Freddy Baker Ore 
Cliff Hall 


Lena Gorodetsky Or | 


Evergreen Casino 
James Hall 
Helaine & D'n'lds’n 
Harry Glyn 
Kenny Fryers Ore 
Betty Lane 

Kay Hamilton 
Pablo 
Dolores Faris 
Frank Valumbo’s 
Joan & Geo LaRay 
Hazel Harmon 





Don & Doresse 
Kahn & De Pinto 
| Johnny Boyer 
Eddie De Luca 
Hotel Adelphia 
(Cafe Marguery) 
Agnes Tolle 
Towne & Knott 
Janis Williams 


Ore 


Jerry Adler 

Osaki Taki 

8 Texas Rockets 
Jean Travers 

toss McLean 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 


Harold 
Evan B 


Knight Ore 
Fontaine 


(Mirror Roem) 
Lewis Sis (23) 
Ruthania & M’'le’lm 


Don Hector 

Paul Florenz Girls 
Edna Lewis 

J. Frasetto Ore 
Walter Donahue 
Marty Landis Orc 


dean & Ralph 


Jean Roulette 
Hal Hixon 
Joe Mapes 
Marcelle Marschon 
Ann Collins 

Kit Kat Kafe 
Billy Keaton 
Ann Russell 
Barbara & Thor 
Bobby Kay Ore 
Golden Gate Gis (4) 
Margie Smith 

Lambs Tavern 
Joe Landy Ore 
Little Rathskeller 
Jack Griffin 
Marty Bohn 
Marrone & Galla 
Maude O'Malley 
Nancy Lee 
Pat Perry 
Gay Baird 

Mary Lee's 
Nightcap 

Clifford & Wayne 
Melba Boudreaux 
Dolores Farris 
Edith Lang 
Marien Kingston 
Mary Lee 
Serenaders Ore 


Ritz-Cariton 
(Crystal Reem) 
Van Levis Ore 
31 Club 
Frances Renault 
Helene & Kennedy 
Edna Walton 
Dolores De May 
Reynolds Massey 
Nicky Gallucei 
Mary Hubbard 
Doc Daugherty Ore 
Sliver Lake lan 
(Clementon) 
William Ebs 
2 Wilverts 
Buddy Roberts 
Mickey Familant Or 
1214 Spruce 
Eddie Barnes 
Freddie Steger 
Barbara MacDonald 
Jimmy Blake 


20th Century Tavern 
Barney Zeeman Ure 
Wilma Novack 
Waiter Long 

Lee Sis 

Beth Calvert 
Frankie Hyres 


Ore 


| Doris 


3 Esquires 
21 Club 


Tommy Monroe 
Warwick Sis 





Richard Bach 
Sue Chrysler 
Ann Rush 
Helen Heath 
Nancy Sarry 
Lolette Girard 





Ubangi Club 
Doc Hyder’s Ore 
Johnny Hudgins 
Norton & Margot 
Deana 
Rue bottom 


teds & Curley 
Victoria Vigat 
Bobby Evans 
Parrish Cafe 

Beth Jennings 

i leece 

Leon Hiil 

Baby White 
Vernon Gay 
|} Lucille Chorus 


ln . 
Charlie Gaines Or 


| J 
Hotel Philadelphian | + 
| Walt 


| 
| 


} 
| Auary 


| 


Teny Murray’s Cafe 
Harvey Peak Ort 
Stafford 
Parmincita 
Cleary 
Joe Doyk 
Gypsy Mo mey 
Emily fea 
Jimmy Poul 
Murry Lee 
Dutkin’s Kathskeller 
Pepper Garat 
Lillian Russo 
Joyce 
Charles & Libra 
Viela Kiaiss Orc 
Frank Ponti 
Stamp’s Cafe 
Fie Hulse 
Carroll Sis & Nels'n 
Babe La Tour 
Dorothy & Relia 
Miller & Millard 


Streets of Paris 


Arlette Ripley 
Betty Kynch 
Peggy Johnson 
Billy Robertson 
Dot Driscoll 
Jimmy Keily 
Marie Schaeffer 
Rose McFalls 
Lucy Carr 
Cleon Valenteen 
Leslie Sis 
Jimmy Solar 
Harry Aldridge 
Jerry Fine Ore 
Viking Cafe 


Pen Fay Ore 
Leonard Cooke 
Niki Nicoli 
Billy Brennan 
Dorothy Rich 
Greenwood & Velez 
Viking 3 
Steve Cole 

Walton Roof 
Harry Stevens 
2 Mystics 
Vanessi & deLima 
Marion Joyce 
Dunn Bros & Dotty 
Leo Zolle Orc 
Renee Barclay 


Weber's Hof Brau 
(Camden) 

Bob Merrill 

Martinelli 

Bernice & Stafford 

Sydney Golden 

lise Hart 

Int'l [nstrumenta! 3 

Rose Kirk 

Gregory Quinn Co 

Louis Chalkin Ore 

Rathskeller Eldor's 
Yacht Club 

Jack Moss 

Betty Ray 

Patricia Robinson 

Marcia Lee 

Eien Weymann 

Jane Deil 

Pauline Page 

Viola Klaiss Ore 


ean 
ony 











Chi Indies 








could insist on 


the 








borhood 


Attempt is 
the Essaness 


the town, 
but so far 
hands-off 

even 
tion, 
bitterly opposed 
they were first 


policy. 





Emil Stern as 


features at 


town has gone 
Essaness has 
lent 


the twin policy. 


to all show busines: 


exhibitors 


discussed the twin-bill 
even though the 


mentioned 
exchanges and B. & K. last summer. 
head 
tered every possible objection to two | 
that time, 


(Continued from page 7) 





that no-twin-bill 


clause in 1935-36, they can re-insert | would go down, 
that same clause in 1937-38 after a | champ hed enough stamina to stick. 
‘apse of one year. 
Stringent Methods 
At a special meeting of indie ex- | he knocked out Mike Belloise. 
hibs held last week there 
suggestion made 
killed off immediately in the con- 


yas even 
(which was 


away immediately as being inimical 


. But it is an in- 


dication cf how strongly the neigh- 


double-feature thing. 
being 

circuit, 
largest independent theatre group in 
into the thick of the fray. 
Essaness 


feel about the 
made to bring 


which is the 


taken a 
hasn't 
situa- 
circuit was 
to doubles when 
by the 


has 
Essaness 


of Essaness 


en- 


since the | 
double s 


but 
over to 


remained strahgely si- 
though it is no secret that the! 
Essaness head still has no love for | Hudson-De Lange crew who remainjon tour with N.T.G.’s unit, playing 


| other robust vocalist, has been 
| more than a 


| vanni 
} sells his arias well. 


| voice, 


| it sounds 





Nitery Reviews 
PLAZA CAFE 


(Continued from page 64) 











too long on either looks or dancing, 
while best of remaining specialists is 
Carmen DiGiovanni, operatic tenor 
in for arun. Magganotti is taking a 
leaf out of rival Nixon cafe’s ex- 
perience, where Angelo Dipalma, an- | 
for | 
one of the! 
DiGio- | 


pipes and 





year and 
reigning favorites. 
has a good set of 


town’s 


He makes it pretty tough, however, 
for Georgie Hale, m.c., who’s also a 
warbler. Latter has a different style 
and good enough in its own 

right, but Plaza should snatch a con- 
ferencier with other talents so long 
as DiGiovanni is around. Lone othe: 

turn is Gish Sisters, couple of ap- 

pealingly petite youngsters who mix 
acrobatics with their footwork. 

Nothing spectacular, but they fit sat- 

isfactorily here. 

Music is by Al Marsico, another 
local lad who's stepping right along. 
| Although Marisco has only eight 
men on the stage, including himself. 
like almost twice that 
many, not so much in volume as in 
quality. Dishes out good dansapa- 
tion and playing a show is second- 
nature to him ince he used to 
handle those chores in deluxe thea- 


| tres around town. In fact, he wa 
doing the leading for presentations 
when Dick Powell was mc. at the 


| Enright in East Liberty years ago 

Plaza’s crowd has generally been 
a late one, and m.c. at the Enright 
in East Liberty years ago 

Plaza’s crowd has generally been 
|a late one, and the Di Ring gir 
should help keep the am. ers com- 
ing. Cohen 


SPOLDI DEFEATED BY 
HANK AMSTRONG 


By JACK PULASKI 
| That litthe Coast development, 


Henry Armstrong, went on for the 
second successive Friday (19) at 
Madison Square Garden and copped 
another win, Aldo Spoldi being the 
latest victim of the hard-hitting little 
colored lad, who was favored in the 
betting three to one. Spoldi stayed 
on his pins for the 10 round route, 
but he was plenty mussed up. 

On the form displayed so far, Arm- 
strong is liable to annex either the 
featherweight or lightweight title, 
if not both. He is a featherweight 
but conceded eight and one-half 
pounds, Spoldi being in the heavier 
division, yet he chased his man 
around the ring. The Italian backed 
up dozens of laps, averaging about 
five circuits per round. After the 
match he expressed ambition to go 
against Lou Ambers, the 135-pound 
champ. Latter has a rather tough 
customer to meet first, however, be- 
ing booked with Pedro Montanez at 
the Garden on Friday (2) of next 
week. 

Armstrong did not let down from 
bell to bell. He forced the milling, 
getting in close and slamming with 
both mitts. Spoldi speared the 
rugged colored boy, who made his 
rep on the Coast, in the first round 
but the kid took it and, from then 
on the long end of the scoring. Sev- 
'eral times it looked like Spoldi 
but the Italian 


} 








| Match drew a fairly good crowd 
but was minus the kick of Arm- 
strong’s previous appearance when 
Yet 
| the way he forced Spoldi around the 
|ring was a clear demonstration of 
the smaller boy's fighting stuff. The 


: socks he absorbed, without apparent 
ference room) that the exhibs ap- | damage, was another eye-opener for 
peal to the Board of Health on the | the fans. 


double feature ‘situation; to get the 
Board to prohibit twin bills as in- 
jurious to the public health by keep- | 
ing people indoors too long at one 
time. But this proposal was laughed 


Armstrong claimed he never was 
hurt by Spoldi. who is a pretty good 
puncher on his own. 
cut around the nose and felt the de- 
feat so keenly that he refused to talk 
to newspapermen after the match. 
It was indicated that the belting he 
took around the body left him too 
battered to care what the scribes 
thought about it. 


Helen Colby Promoted in Chi 
Chicago. March 23. 


Helen Colby, who studied stripping 


technique from her sister, June St. Prownie Sick, one of the better | 
ctraig > se te sak . 

Clair, and served her apprenticeship traights, does his bit to make tne 

‘ the lin at the Rialto which comic turns better. Georve’ Kaye, 

* F ‘a apie + ‘tne burley’s Robert Taylor, and with a 

house starred her sister, has been | perter voice than most. helps in his 

promoted to principal woman and/ efforts at singing and straighting. 


opens at the Gayety, Milwaukee. 
Friday (27). | 

Promoting was done by Milton 
Schuster. 


Les Brown Opens Playland 
Les Brown has been set as open- 
ing band at seasonal unveiling of | 
Piayland, Rye, N. Y., on May 16 to 
28. He will be succeeded by the 


for rest of season. 


Italian was '/! 


—a 


Bicycle Trains’ Bloom in the West, 
R. R. Lure for Outdoor Devotees 





Hirst Welcomes Crix 


Washington, March 23. 
First outside recognition of locally- 
formed Buzlesque Critics Association 
of America came this week in letter 
to Arthur R, John, Evening Star 
critic, president, from Isadore Hirst, 
president of Independent Burlesque 
Association. 
vides shows for Gayety, Cap burley 
house, offered to ‘assist the group in 

its efforts toward better burlesque.’ 
Robert St. F. Hurleigh, WCAO an- 


nouncer, has signed as BCCA rep in | 


Baltimore, which has no regular line- 
up of strip critics. 


Minsky’s Gotham, N. Ss, 
Hearing Is Postponed; 





Stripping in Court? | 


Hearing on indecent exhibition 
charge against Sam Kraus, manager 
of Minsky’s Gotham theatre, N. e 
scheduled for Special Sessions Court 
Monday (22) was postponed to 
March 29. Burley Amus. Co. is also 
a defendant. 
society head, is the complainant. 

Corridors of Criminal Courts 


building were packed with persons | 


hoping to get a glimpse of several 
strip-teasers who, the Minsky press 


+ 


Hirst, whose chain pro- | 


John S. Sumner, vice | 





By DAN GOLDBERG 
Chicago, March 23.. 
Having succeeded in_ getting 
; the public during the winter months 
|to head for the great outdoors over 
| the week-end on ‘snow trains’ for 
the Wisconsin, Illinois, Minnesota 
land Michigan ski and skating ses- 
sions, the railroads of the midwest 
|are now making another drive to get 
the summer and spring week-enders 
to travel out into the country on 
| their ‘bicycle trains’ for some pedal- 
ing around the open the 
| surrounding territory. 

| Bicycle trains, which haven't 
| meant much around these parts in 
| the past, are beginning to boom in 
| big-time coin ratings with railroads, 
cycle manufacturers and of most 
| importance, with the outfitters who 
| sell the fashion-plates the proper 
| biking togs. Rattler systems such as 
| the Illinois Central, the Milwaukce 
| Road, the Northwestern, the Chicago 
and Alton, are getting rush-play on 
| reservations for bicycle trains not 
scheduled to get going until after 
the first of April. The Illinois Cen- 
tral has more than 900 reservations 
set for its first train which will ride 
down to Kankakee to permit the 
| bikers to pedal over the slopes of 

rolling Illinois concrete. 

Bikes for Rent 

| Some of the roads are making a 
| regular week-end spree of it for one 
| price to the customer, while other 
| rattlers are going out on one-day ex- 
cursions on Saturday and Sunday 


spaces on 


agent announced, would ive a} - 

courtroom demnaetuaiion in vo ef- | moraines. At first, the rcads wee 
| fort to impress the three justices | just going to supply transportation 
| that stripping was a classical art | Ut due to demand, the roads now 
land far from being indecent. | rent ‘em bikes besides transporting 
Whether the justices will permit | ‘em, and in other instances, are win- 


| the demonstration remains in doubt. 





Burlesque Review 








GOTHAM, N. Y. 


Differing from the majority, Abe 
Minsky’s Harlem location is strictly 
a man’s world, and to such an extent 
that the women auditors can be 
counted. No indication here that 
present-day audiences are 30 to 40% 
femmes, but there is an impression 
that there is 30 to 40% more flesh to 
be ogled. It is an illusion of the ex- 
treme in peeling, realistic enough to 
draw in the male patrons and chase 
the gals, with enough of the former 
to insure good business. 

Billy Koud produces here, also 
doubling at the Gaiety. There is 
evidence of effort on his part to do 
something, but a seedy-looking line, 
combined with the n.s.g. showgirls 
conspire to thwart his plans. Execu- 
tion of his ideas never exceeds the 
half-heartedness and uncomeliness of 
the instruction-resenters. Two-a- 
day policy should ordinarily give 
house a better selection, because of 
the easier work, but, somehow, this 
is not the case. 

Line and comics are incidental, at- 
traction being, undoubtedly, the dis- 
robing division. Discounting the in- 
difference of the blase Roxanne, 
strippers give out with plenty. 
Midgie Parks and Evelyn Whitney 
are boldest and best, former’s sys- 
| tem insuring encores. Her wardrobe 
| tastes are further evidence that she 
| knows her business. Leona Lewis 
; and Mimi Lind complete the quick- 
_ look quintette and, as with their 





sisters, do rather well in talking bits. 
Roxanne confines herself to peeling 
with a bored demeanor. 
| Herb Faye, Harry Evanson and 
| colored Eddie Green, in comedy, of- 
fer a sharp contrast to what presum- 
ably goes on, or off, with their 
femme cohorts. Fact that comedy 
can be double entendre in the burley 
| tradition and still funny is illustrated 
by the trio in what seem ‘to be 
cleanest blackouts viewed in a long 
time. 

Florence Mann, singing newcomer 


to burley, spotted in four numbers | 
and once in a solo, is strictly a prima | 


thinks 
number 
pleasant 


-vidently 
in building 

around her songs. Has a 

| voice and a selling ability 
brought out in delivery of ‘Courtesy 
of Love,’ the solo bit. 


House 
of her 


aonna. 


plenty 


Principals of company well picked. 
Hurl, 


Della Carroll Goes Burley 


Della Carroll enters the burlesque 
lists for the first time on March 26, 
disrobing in featured spot at Min- 
sky’s Oriental, on Broadway. 


Dancer has appeared in N. Y. nite- | 


ries, 


vaudfilm houses. 


that is | 


and for a while this season was | 


| ing, dining, and in other spots, sleep- 
| ing ‘em. 

It's proving a great source of get- 
together possibilities for the ‘lone- 
some club’ addicts, according to in- 
dications, with the bachelors, single 
gals, and romance-hunters all head- 
ing for the bike routines as a civil- 
ized and regular means of meeting 
the proper kind of hand-holders and 
possible middle-aisle partners. Trains 
are all equipping themselves with 
hosts and hostesses to see that every- 
body is properly introduced and that 
there are no wallflowers or corner- 
sulkers. Also carrying bike instruc- 
tor and a registered nurse in case 
any of the gals and boys wind up 
against the tree or shave off a ‘por- 
tion of their skin on the concrete. 

Geodwill Getters 

With the ‘snow trains’ in the win- 
ter, and the ‘bicycle trains’ in the 
summer, the railroads see their first 
real opportunity in years to garner 
genuine good-will among the public, 
and especially among the fast and 
younger set who would ordinarily 
hanker for the speed of the airlines 
or the coziness of a coupe. Also it’s 
giving the rattler lines a real mezns 
of enticing the general fun-loving 
section of the public out of the me- 
tropolitan areas and into the trans- 
portation picture. And so, the rail- 
roads like so many other enterprises 
have discovered that they’re in the 
business of entertaining the public 
in addition to giving ‘em plain, old- 
fashioned service. 





Gayety, Mpls., Reopening 
Minneapolis, March 23. 

| Harry Hirsch, opening the Gaycty 
here Saturday (27) as a burly stock, 
intends giving the oglers variety in 
strip girls with Darlene’ Lucky 
billed as top stripper, and second 
place divided between Mme. Jean, 
peacock dancer, and Chee Ling, Chi- 





nese undresser. Also on opening 
bill are Sammy Weston, Scotty 
Friedell, George Corwin, Cousins 


and Hughes, Cynthia Michel and 
| Harvey Hexton and Harvey, plus a 
i line of 16 girls. 

| Bobbie Pegrim is producing. 


Independent Burlesque 


Week of March 28 

i Oriemat Giris’—Catine Pittsbureh 
Toviand Empress, Cincinnati, 
‘Twinkle Toes Rialto, Chieago, 
Pepper Pot'—En route, Chicago 
‘Bozo Snyder’ —Casino, Toronto 


Nothing Bit 
town, Mon.-Tues.; 
| Wed Capitol, Re 


Dames syri Allene 
Matestic, Harrisbure 


~ 
ding, Thur Fri Mie 


| jestic, Williamsport. Saturday 

| “Top-Hat’—Troc, Philadelphia 

| ‘Pardon the Glamour hinwre 

| \S@wWark 

| ‘Paris By Niche Howard. Foaton 

| ‘Monte Carlo Girls’—Century, Brooklivn, 
Ladie« in Linws ‘ Hlucteon Union 
Merry Maidens Cavet Wa ngton, 
fteef Trust 4savety., Haltimer: 
“Teases and Wheeze Capitel, Tolede 
‘BwWing Girls’—-Gayety, lretroit 
‘Crazy Quilt'—Garrick, 8t. Loufe. 
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in Hollywood March 17. He 


BIJOU HERON MILLER died 
Mrs. Bijou Heron Miller, 75, widow | went to the Coast in 1918 and ap- 


of the late Henry Miller and mother | peared in several pictures. He was 
ot Gilbert Miller, the impresario, | also with Clara Kimball Young in 
died in New York, March 18. She| New York. . 

had been stricken by paralysis the Deceased was known for his writ- 
previous week | ings on economics and had been 

The daughter of Matilda Heron, | closely associated with the tech-| 
Mrs. Miller made her stage debut in ; nocracy movement. 
1874, playing Oliver Twist to Fanny 
Davenport’s Nancy Sikes. Later, at 
the age of 12, she gave a creditable 
performance as Juliet in ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’ at a special matinee, said to 
have been the youngest player to 
assume the exacting role. She re- 
tired on her marriage. 

Survived by her son and a daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Butler Loomis. Interment 
was in Greenwood cemetery, Brook- 
lyn. 








HARRY C. ROBERTSON 

Harry C. Robertson, 65, died in 
Seattle March 16 of a heart attack. 

Robertson was general manager 
for Sullivan-Considine vaude eirouit: 
for 13 years and for 11 years with | 
| Jensen-von Herberg as secretary and | 
office manager. He was also in of- | 
fices here for Fox-West Coast for | 
several years. 





| 





ELIZABETH W. PICKERT 
WILLIAM MASSAUD | Elizabeth W. Pickert, 72, died in 
William Massaud, 70, died at Bay | yyiami March 16. She was at one 
Shore, L, I, March 18. He was one | time a character actress in the stock 


of the oldtimers in the heyday of | company of her husband, the late 


vaudeville, starting as an acrobat. Willis A. Pickert, in New York and 
He married Capitola Forrest, 4) oj) where. 


dancer, whose sister became the wife They retired 23 years ago to settle 
at Miami Beach, their home being | 
one of the first 10 houses to be 
erected at that resort. 





FRANK N. HEARN, Jr. 


March 26, 1932 
My Darling Boy: me 
Whenever there ‘s music it is you 





MEYER JACOBS 
Meyer Jacobs, 48, head of the| 


3 | auditing department of Leo Feist, | 
of Percy G. Williams, and Massaud | ne. died in Brooklyn, March 17, of | 


went to work for his brother-in-law | pneumonia, following an operation. 
as assistant manager of the Bergen | starting as an office boy, he had 
Beach amusement park and in the/| peen with the firm for 30 years. 
winters as manager of one of the! Survived by his widow and two | 
houses of the Williams string. | daughters. 
Following the sale of the Williams 
interests to the Keith faction he FRANKLYN MUNNELL 
managed various theatres for Keith | Franklyn Munnell, 66, best known 
both in and out of town, and when | 4, a stock company player, died in 
vaudeville went into a _ decline | New York, March 22. 
turned his attention to picture thea- | ye made his debut about 1900 with 
tres. | the Grand Opera House Co. in Pitts- 
Funeral services were held in New | purg, and had played with the Bur- 


portals part to let yuu 
MOTHER. 


The cloudy 
through, 











York March 20. | bank theatres, Los Angeles, and the | 





Kevit Show, Portland, Maine. 

HERBERT MORRIS JOHNSON | His widow survives. 
Herbert Morris Johnson, 60, for- 

mer vice-president of the Civic JOSEPH KANE 

Opera Company (Chicago), died in Joseph Kane. 51, of Three Kanes, 

Chicago on March 16, following an) perch act, died suddenly March 23 


attack of pneumonia, . | at Edgewater Beach hotel, Chicago, 
Johnson, who had been an auditor | after finishing the last 


for the International Harvester Com- | potel’s Marine Room. 

pany many years ago, was placed in| Widow and daughter survive. 

charge of the financial affairs of the | Burial to take place on Staten Island, 

Chicago Grand Opera Company in! New York. 

1913 by Harold F, McCormick, and 

became general manager of the com- | WILLIAM E. GIBSON 

pany in 1916, holding that position William Ewing Gibson, 38, free- 

until 1932, Johnson had a large part , lance radio writer, died March 21 in 

in the building and planning of the | New York of a fractured skull. He 

new Civic Opera building. | is survived by a wife and mother. 
Survived by widow. Burial in Chi- | Burial will be in Kingsville, Mo., 

cago. tomorrow (25). More details are 











—————— 


FLORIDA KINGSLEY | section, 
Florida Kingsley, 70, died in the. 
South Side hospital, Bay Shore, L. L., | BILLY MURRAY 
March 19. She had been a guest of; Billy Murray, 72, one-time man- 
the Percy Williams Home at East! ager of the Phillies baseball team in 
Islip since 1933, the National league, but since 1922 
The widow of Wright Huntingdon, | with the Harris Amusement Co. in 
Miss Kingsley had been on the stage | 4 managerial capacity, died last week 
for 40 years, chiefly in light come- | in Youngstown, O., of pneumonia. 
dies and musicals, starting with Hoyt | Murray had been seriously ill for 
and Thomas in the Charles H. Heyt | only a short time. 
ferces. She had played with Marie 
Wainwright and Gertrude Coghlan 
and had a part in the Savage pro- 
duction of ‘The College Widow.’ She. 
had spent several seasons with the 
Alcazar stock company in San Fran- | 








CHARLES HEYWOOD 
Charles Heywood, 89, once promi- 
nent as a singer and female imper- 
sonator, died in Newark March 18. 
He retired from the stage about 25 


——— 





sai | years ago to devote his time to/| 
ROBERT deLAPOUYADE Bene glean — ran a theatre in 
Robert deLapouyade, 59, scenic _ 


painter and proprietor of one of the 
largest studios in the south, died at 
his home in New Orleans Thursday 
(18) after a nine months’ illness. ; 
Mr. deLapouyade painted scenery | March 19 at his home in Lincoln, 
for the old French Opera House, Neb. Story in the Radio Section. 
the St. Charles, Loew’s State, the He is survived by his wife, a 
Crescent and Saenger theatres, and | daughter, and three nieces, all of 
for the larger carnival organizations. Lincoln. 
Surviving are his daughter. Mrs. nt 
J. Gonzalez of Brooklyn, N. Y., two CHARLES S. LYONS 
sons, Robert P. and Norman de-' Charles S. Lyons, 72, died 
Lapouyade. Petersburg, Fla., March 22. 
| A real estate operator, he handled 
most of the sales for theatre sites 
around the 42nd street sector. 


A. L. BEGHTOL 


of the board at KFAB here, died 





in St. 


WILLIAM CAREY DONOHOE 

William Carey Donohoe, 53. 
formerly of the vaudeville team of —_—— 
Carey and Stampe, died in Brook- BEN CROSE 
lyn March 16. Ben Crose, 60, Coast manager of 

For the past 11 years he had been, the C. C. Pyle transcription firm, 
employed in the business office of , died of pneumonia, 
the Brooklyn Times Union’ as as-| Portland, Ore. He leaves widow and 
sistant cashier. two daughters. 

He is survived by his wife. Daisy 
Carey, three sons, Joseph, Robert. 
William Jr., and four daughters, | Sally Eilers, movie actress, died in 
Margaret, Catherine, Louise and! City hospital at Newark, O., March 
Gladys. | 19, after a brief illness. Funeral 

| services and burial there. 

Father of Harold Higgins, on Chi- 
cago sales staff of WOR (Newark), 





JONATHAN GLENDON 
Jonathan F. Glendon, 50, veteran 
New York stage and screen actor, 





| in Chicago, March 22. 


| sponsors the shudders, and gags put- | 


| absolute conniptions. 


| strongly split in the public mind. 


show in| 


contained in a story in the radio} 


A. L. Beghtol, chairman emeritus | 


March 19, at | 


Mrs. Albertino O'Neill, 85, aunt of | 


EE 
eS 





died in Denver on March 15. Burial 
in Plainfield, N. J. 





News From 


Mother 65, of Milton and Irving 
Berger, vaude agents, died suddenly 





Father of Vernon (Tim) Spencer, 
radio and screen actor, died in | ‘ 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London, Variety takes no credit for 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


———, 


the Dailies 








Hollywood March 17. 


East 


Soviets approve Vladimir Sha- 
vitch’s Syncro-Opera. Combination 
of live players and a sound track de- 
viceed by the American conductor. 
| Transfer theatre, 800 seater in 
ting Roosevelt in a funny light cause} North Bergen, N. J., destroyed by 
fire last week. Caused by a short 

Supreme Court: all references are | circuit. No one injured. 
discouraged. Sponsor here generally| Geraldine Farrar to receive $15,000 
takes the initiative and clips out the; under the will of the late Charles A. 
jokes mentioning Supreme Court re- | Ellis, Boston impresario. 
vision possibilities. Too many spon- | Fg’ a wre ing s Fund 
sors sooner or later do biz with this | a luncheon at the McAlpin last 


ae s week in h S. ‘ 
body, and furthermore it’s an Issue} pine. anlar... Of Mts. John H. Van 


Elmer van Orden, who owns the 
mountain figuring in ‘High Tor,’ wit- 
nessed a performance of the play last 
week. Liked the drama, but said the 
ghosts steal strawberries instead of 








Serious Comedy 











(Continued from page 1) 








Strikes: it’s all-right to wisecrack | 
about sit-downers, but no mention of 
specific parties is allowed. General 
mentions are useless, however, be- Roortin I rg ea ye 
cause they've been used on often. | Met "suthorifies “ne vaporks of 
Sample joke, submitted pn at least | Flagstad withdrawal with the an- 
three instances, shows precisely what)! nouncement the singer has dotted 
is banned: 


lined for 18 months. 
A: Who was the first to consoli- Child discovered in the Park Wast, 





date the union? | picture theatre, after closing last 
B: General Grant. | Wednesday. Explained she was 
A: Who was the. last to join the| waiting for her mother, who had 


ae | left her there while She found a new 
Union? |}home. Turned over to the police and 

B: General Motors. by them to the children’s society. 
Flock of comedians thought this one! City allows a chop of $300,000 in 
up, or a variation, and uniformly | the valuation of the real estate occu- 
everyone got the nix. pied by the Rialto theatre and build- 

Rubinoff: litigation between Peggy | /"S. Reduction is retroactive. Held 
Garcia and the violinist was, and is,| that the land is less valuable than a 


, : : |few years ago before 42 stre 
_ a subject of mention. Strict ban) want into a aie. betore ind street 
ere. 


New traffic court ruling will per- 

Spain: you can pun about broken | mit appearance by proxy in simple 

‘castles in Spain,’ but you can’t} cases, but stipulated no service as- 
mention General Franco, or the) sociation may function. 

loyalists, or anybody else. Which | acuer et of bead me cere have 
2 Ar Ne , ain a temporary injunction re- 
a oe phon < ll about | training Hollywood restaurant from 


it . ow . % ...,, USing a reproduction of the front 
the La Guardia incident. Don’t say} page of Life on a circular. Will not 


anything about Hitler, Mussolini, et) press for a permanent restraining 

al anyhow. In nine out of 10 cases | order. 

there'll be a blue mark through it. | _ William S. Paley, of CBS, 
Dionne quintuplets: depends on the | Lennox Lohr, of NBC, 

gag. Mild clowning is okay. Too} scrolls by the N. Y. League of Busi- 


and 


. | ness and ssi eo 
frequent mentions cause scowls. One| ..” Professional Women for 


é ; 4, | Service to the sex. 
comedian last winter split up with | Mare Connelly ups the price of 


| his sponsor after the funster insisted picture rights to ‘Having Wonder- 
on using a large number of Dionne ful Time’ to $150,000. 
| gags. | ing to accept $100,000. 
| Laxatives, diseases, bodily functions | Sam Jaffe told a department store 
‘ef any kind: none allowed what-| 2Udience about ‘Thrills of Movie 
soever. Never try to ring in products ag a _ Saturday (20). Hooked 
like ‘Lydia Pinkham’ or ‘Sloane's! the Goosipg ona th a display of 
a eee ; ee , | the original costumes. 
Liniment or anything similar. It’s Brock Pemberton made the chief 
forbidden. While such products are | address at the graduation exercises 
not laxatives, there will be a nota- of the Feagin school Friday (19). 
tion on the blue-pencilled joke | Oliver M. Saylor also spoke. John 
stating that mention of other prod- | epee Leo Carroll and Morris 
ucts is not countenanced. Deilimect Cheoman interpretive 
Brg _ vy vn so nao un- | dancer and sometime ballet master 
SS POGEA. 18 Ue pest t was of the Boston Symphony, jumped 
possible to use the word ‘skunk.’| from the 13th floor of the Bromley 
Now it’s generally crossed out. hotel, N. Y., Friday (19). Despond- 
Embarassing incidents in the news: | ©"t over his failure to obtain em- 
discouraged or forbidden. Reason: ag ‘ . ; 
ublic opinion ‘splits on these) 2". D n for engagement as 
aol oan the aay avartinn the | pianist with the Philadelphia orch 
perro will ait tere May 22 at White Plains, judges 
° awarded the spot to Dorothy Ken- 
Mentioning other actors: it's okay | drick. She's Mrs. Frank Pearcy, 
to make references to Garbo’s feet 


localite, but with concert experience. 
or Mae West's figure because this is| _ Irene Sharaff and Stewart Chaney 


counted as semi-advertising for the | 40 the sets for the Stravinsky bal- 
viction: — at b ee Alice Halicka will 
esign the costumes. 
in aevieten Canes Artur Rodzinski, guest conductor 
pe ; te! + . of the N. Y. Philharmonic, given top 
okes involving long sequences: | Polish civilian decoration, Polinia 
these are watched very carefully. In| Restituta, at a luncheon last Satur- 
a long-sequence joke, it’s figured that | day (20). Official recognition of his 
a listener might tune in during the | Work for Polish music. 
middle and, without having the| At his request, Bureau of New 
proper context, figure out a dirty Plays has reinstated Robert Wetzel 
meaning to what's going on “ | as prize winner in its recent con- 
| dene. wanda casiaties Thie pe Leto 4 earlier po to ac- 
} SS: . S award because of row ov Os- 
causes hysterics with sponsors similar | sible standing with pent nen 
to the conniptions over Roosevelt | Dramatists’ Guild. 
gags. Gardner Read, of Evanston, IIL, 
winner of the N. Y. Philharmonic 
Symphony contest for the best 


MARRIAGES orchestral work. He is only 24. 


ae : , | N. Y. Philharmonic Symphony an- 
Mary Osborn Polak to Donald M.| nounces the election of “irs, El- 
| Oenslager, scenic designer, March 17,| pridge Gerry Chadwick 





Simpson: 











. : - eee Chester 
| in New York. Bride is a socialite. | Burden, Courtland D. Barnes, Jr.. 
| Aimee Hill to Loris Whitney, radio | and Mr. Thayer to the board of 


| singer, March 17, in Los Angeles. | directors. ; 
Florence Litz to Ted Loeff, press | _ Al Rossi, manager of Honeymoon 
agent, March 19, in Los Angeles. | Lane, taxi dance place on Times Sq.. 
Margaret Shelby Fillmore to i to death early Monday morning 
> “ ° , . Vez ¢ . i . . : 
Emmett Flynn, former film director, ever ae bea oe ae ee 
Suade-4¢ tn Yamin Write ic sister a ot Hy ionable dancing. urderer 
| c ° . » > PSCE 2d. 
|of Mary Miles Minter. John S. Sumner and his vice so- 
| Grace Spangler to Harlan Tucker, | 


Levin, a 
March 18. 


ciety after strip teasers. Started on 
film actor, March 19, in Yuma. Sam Kraus, who’s manager of the 
aa at Abe Minsky Gotham. 
BIRTHS Lawrence Tibbett had to cancel his 
song recital in Washington. 
Mr. and Mrs: Gar Moore, daughter, a at pena rey the aoe would 
| March 17 in New Orleans Father jg | 20t permit him to go on. Laryngitis. 
rooney bead . 'r ae —— vanes 4 | Sir William Wiseman supervising 
press agent oO re rpheum anda | cate of 50.000 official programs of the 
| Liberty theatres. | Coronation. Proceeds to a_ royal 
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin cherity fund. 
| daughter, in Chicago, Committee seeking to raise $75,000 
Father is in press department of to underwrite 20th season of concerts 
| Balaban & Katz. in Lewisohn stadium. 
Mr. and Mrs. 


Edward Edwards. | onty $9,000,000 to -go. 


aon, in Los Angeles, March 17.| Son'gnn girendy aides Aout £18 
Father is an aide to Mervyn LeRoy, Italian film of the Passion Ploy 
Warners producer, being given all this week at the 


awarded | 


Had been will- 


Showed | 


Bonds of N. Y. World's Fair have | 


Broadway, which now houses It. lian 
films. 

Carl J. Kress, of Orange, N. J. 
only licensed yodeler in the VU. s 
Practices in a state park, and that 
requires a permit. 

Smithsonian Institution to get the 
mounted skin of Jumbo II, African 
elephant which recently died in Cole 
Bros.-Beatty winter quarters when 
it swallowed a broken pop bottle. 
Africans are less common than the 
Asiatic tuskers. 

Maxwell Anderson mulling ideas 
for three new plays, but. won’t start 
work until summer. 

Sidney Howard to rewrite ‘King of 
the Mountains’ for the Guild. Latter 
has had it on the shelf for some 
time, but asks changes. 

Only two road shows—‘Great 
Waltz’ and “Tobacco Road’—took the 
layoff this week. 

Times Sq. sector had a record 
traffic jam Saturday night. Started 
8:30 and lasted until theatre let out. 
One car timed to have taken an hour 
to go from 59th to 47th street on 8th 
avenue. That street was the worst 
tangle on account of the benefit at 
the Garden. 

Mrs. Eunice Skelly, widow of the 
late Hal Skelly. sues the New Haven 
for $100,000. Train struck the car 
he was driving. ~ 

Kate Hepburn’s maw soaked $5 in 
Worcester, Mass. for speeding 
March 3. Mailed in the fine. 

No performance at the Empire 
next Tuesday. Katharine Cornell 
goes to Washington to get a medal 
pinned on her. National Achieve- 
ment Award. 

Colleen Moore, exhibiting her doll 
house in Newark, given a key to 
the city of a size to match her house. 

Kirkland & Grisman mulling a 
showboat production of ‘Tobacco 
Road’ for the Great Lakes this sum- 
mer. 

Normandie cut the Queen Mary’s 
record by a fraction of a knot on 
her east-bound . trip, just ended. 
Averaged 30.99 knots. 

Architectural League showing de- 
signs for the N. Y. World’s Fair 
| buildings. Plain lines and restrained 
coloring. 











Coast 





Seeking to hold Hoot Gibson to 
| an agency contract, assertedly en- 
| tercd into in June, 1935, George 
Landy, of the Mayer-Kutley-Landy 
agency, filed suit in L.A. seeking $500 
from the cowboy actor. Sum is al- 
legedly due for work agency ob- 
tained for him at Republic. 

Judith Allen, film actress. filed 
suit in L.A. for annulment of her 
marriage to Jack Doyle, pugilist- 
actor. She alleges neither complied 
with existing Jaws when they were 
wed in Mexico in 1935. 

Contracts receiving court approval 
in L.A. were those of Claudia Sim- 
mons, Warners; Lorraine Krueger, 
RKO, and Jane Bryan and Mary 
Maguire. Warners. Salaries run 
from $50 to $500 weekly, latter being 
received by Miss Maguire. who re- 
cently came to Hollywood from Aus- 
tralia. 

Lorraine Eddy MacLean, actress. 
received her final divorce decree 
from Douglas MacLean in L. A. 

Anne Marlowe, actress. was freed 
of petty theft charges in L. A. when 
the complainant agreed to a payoff. 

Suspicion of forgery charges 
against Harry Revere. indie film 
producer, were dismissed in L. A. 
when the district attorney’s office 
refused to issue a complaint. 

Albert Forget. 63, picture extra. 
was arrested in L. A. on charges of 
using the mail to defraud after he 
allegedly posed as a Metro producer. 

Fanny Todd Mitchell Leonidoff. 
St. Louis playwright. received a 
Reno divorce from Leon Leonidoff. 
Radio City Music Hall ballet master. 
| Revlying to his wife’s charges in 
which she named a co-respondent. 
Harlan Briggs. screen actor, filed a 
cross-complaint in L. A. Mrs. Brig¢s 
named Merle Weeks, former actress. 
and asked separate maintenance of 
, $500 monthly. 

Declaring that Warner Brothers 
had been tardy in applyine for ap- 
| proval, Superior Judge Wilson in 
| L. A. refused to sanction the $250-a- 
week contracts between the studio 
| and the Mauch twins, Billie and 
| Bobbie, 15. Judge asserted that it ts 
apparent the services of the actors 
are worth considerably more than 
| the salary formerly set for them. 
| Petition asking that the warrant 
| ordering arrest of George S. Kautf- 
man in Los Angeles, in event he 
shows up. be vacated is being studied 
| bv Superior Judge Fletcher Bowron. 
| Kaufman pointed out he’s a resident 
| of New York and therefore was 10 
‘legally served with a subpoena te a! 

Mary Astor-Dr. Franklin 
child-custody hearing last 





| 


| fend the 
Thorpe 
Aueust. 
Although his studio 
okaved, Jesse L. Livermore. Jr.. 8° 
| of the stock market sveculator. has 
| turned down a picture contract a" 
instead will take his training in co 
lege dramatics. 


tests were 
) 





x 


aii eer cep * 











3 





Cire 
Thurs 
Clyde 
show 
the H 
form | 
versifi 
from 
reach! 
Chica: 

Per 
the sti 
ly ne 
third 
Terre 
Beatty; 
aimed 
leavir 
ment 
whick 
date. 
still : 
shipp 

In 
along 
Actue 
the 1 
stage 
used 
seaso 
was | 
tendil 
like ¢ 
bility 

Evi 
perou 
for tl 
semb 
dence 
ing 2 
ture 
of cc 
desig 
of tl 
show 
conti 


. 
aii 


Wednesday, March 24, 1937 


ee 


VARIETY 





OUTDOORS 











4 
4 
+ 


pe Hes 


Fe i eek See eee 


| ae 


% 
2 





Cole Bros.-Clyde Beatty 





Circus season east and west started 
Thursday (18) when the Cole Bros.- 
Clyde Beatty outfit made its first 
showing in the metropolis, spotted at 
the Hippodrome, N. Y. In present 
form it is an excellently dressed, di- 
versified show, though constricted 
from what will be offered when 
reaching larger indoor quarters in 
Chicago and thereafter under canvas. 


Performance, however, includes 
the standout acts of the comparative- 
ly new combination which is in its 
third season. Jess Adkins and Zack 
Terrell, who own the outfit along with 
Beatty (Cole name 1s almost a myth) 
aimed to use the center ring turns, 
leaving the balance of the comple- 
ment for the larger presentation 
which the Hipp cannot accommo- 
date. Most of the rolling stock is 
still at winter quarters, soon to be 


shipped into the Stadium, Chicago. 

In effect the Cole-Beatty show is 
along the one-ring continental style. 
Actually it is one ring and a stage, 
the latter being part of the Hipp's 

roper, the ring being like that 
stage prop : " 
used for ‘Jumbo’ at the Hipp last 
season, when a concrete extension 
was built on the same level and ex- 
tending the stage. House is stadium- 
like and a natural for audience visi- 
bility. 

Evidence that last season was pros- 
perous was noted in the coin spent 
for the New York showing. An en- 
semble of. 40 girls is much in evi- 
dence, preluding and sometimes be- 
ing atmosphere for most of the fea- 
ture acts. There are nine changes 
of costume, colorful and effectively 
designed- by Mahieu. Perhaps half 
of the girls will travel with the 
show, in addition to its own femmes 
contingent, which will join up. 

Allan K. Foster is the stager for 
the girl effects and turned in a crack 
job, so much so that he has been 
asked to travel with the show, for a 
time, at least. Foster uses no spe- 
cial acrobatic numbers as given to 
his troupe in ‘Jumbo.’ Only one of 
his formerly used effects is the lat- 
tice work ladder, and it is still very 
okay. 

One problem was that of Beatty’s 
wild animal turn—he isn’t using 70 
cats, as reported, but there are 
plenty (38) beasts in the cage. Beatty 
went on last. It takes 20 minutes 
to set up the arena and the act con- 
sumes that much time. Part of the 
work was accomplished behind the 
curtain, while the high wire Greto- 
nas were on. Latter is routined 
quite like the Wallendas. Were it 
practical to have the Beatty act in 
the ring section, it would be more 
sensational When the show is en- 
larged he will go on early, probably 
number three, as formerly. After 
the Hipp debut the animal feature 
was moved up to second after inter- 
mission, 

Beatty is still the showman. He 
loses something by being a bit too 
far away from the audience, but he 
will still hold ’em seated until the 
end. It may be that none of the 
lions and tigers were used by him 
when with the Hagenbeck-Wallace 
show, but they work as well. The 
finale stunt with the tiger is new for 
New York. Not only does he make 
the animal roll over, but at the wave 
of the whip it circles within its own 
length, like a dog trying to catch its 
own tail, only much speedier and 
more graceful. 

Youthful Harold Barnes, who was 
secured from a vaude unit two sea- 
sons ago, is touted as the coming 
successor to Con Colleano. He works 
similarly and is one of the surest- 
footed performers yet seen on a tight 
wire. But the boy isn’t being ‘sold’ 
as he should be. Barnes does a back 
somersault while the band still 
blares on. Claimed that he makes a 
forward at practice—the feat that 
made Colleano the standout of his 
generation, Act was taken out after 
opening but will reappear. 

. Frank Shepherd, high trap artist, 
Is back with the show after being 
out more than a year. He fell at 
S Moines, fracturing both ankles 
and legs, laying in a hospital for 
months, Shepherd walks with a 
limp, but the accident has not inter- 
fered with his routine. He is just 
and re, With the nervy heel catch 
the } og leaps to the webbing for 

In the aerial division there is Rita 

Plata, a French blonde recom- 
mended bh Maximo, the wire 
worker. Aliso using a high trapeze, 
she concludes with a breakaway 
jump, held by ankle ropes, stunt 
being the same as Mlle. Gillette’s 
~€se O'Dell, a dainty type of aerial- 
ik Performs the one-arm throws 
aa that of the late Lillian Leitzell, 
NS prelude with the rings, how- 
ever. The Flying Harolds open in- 
mernstion, but will probably be 

ved back to the closing spot later. 
— are five in the act, including 

ee girls. Novelty is two catchers, 
One being a woman. 
Ow is not long on equestrianism, 


but there j rons 
is Jor ee 
master traj orgen M. Christiansen, 





iS tesina ner of liberty horses. He 
While th 24 late in the show, and 
" ne interlude was too long 
attract, is one of the outfit’s stellar 
anton: The Aurelia Troupe, | 
om ng from Italy, were best, but | 
€ of the other bareback turns 


_ nothing to bras about. Juanita 
aloo, an English import, rode 
©, given a flossy debut by the 


Foster girls. The Hobson Family at 
the end of the first part were much 
more effective. The Zoeppe Family 
from Spain did well on balancing 
ladders, also with a background of 
Fosters. Christiansen also has a dog 
act, using great danes for a change. 

Show’s acrobatic standout is the 
Piccihianni Troupe, teeter-board spe- 
cialists, who went through without 
much missing at the first show. A 
combined Arab troupe, consisting of 
the Behee-Rubyatte and Ben (not 
George) Hamid groups, were given 
special staging—and those girls 
dolled up Orientally. They boast a 
five-high pyramid. Imperial Tato- 
mas, a good Jap acrobatic act, count- 
ed. Roland Hebler brought on three 
sea lions. ‘Smoky’ is easily the best, 
specializing in ball tossing and bal- 
ancing, but not very good with the 
musical contrivance. (Miss) Gene 
Allen had the elephant turn, there 
being seven bulls. Three men aided 
her. On tour show will carry 30 
elephants, that being the main bally- 
hoo for the parade. 

Perhaps the most effective of the 
girl equestrienne turns featured the 
high school: display. Five or six 
girls were adorned with radium 
treated colored costumes, as were 
the trappings and harness of the 
horses. All of it was fresh and ef- 
fective and will attract plenty of at- 
tention in the sticks. 

The Torellios, with a combination 
of pony, dog and monkey turn, was 
the best of the small animal trick 
displays. The routine is not espe- 
cially new, but two attractive girls 
working the act freshened it up. 

Clowns had plenty of chance to 
work close to the audience, ambling 
around outside the ring for the most 
part. Something called ‘El Corrida’ 
had dogs dolled up as fighting bulls, 
the clowns being toreadors. Harry 
de Pearl fooled around with prop 
snakes. Chester Barnett with 
Skippy had the little fox terrier 
walking on its hind legs around the 
ring twice. Dennis Curtis used a 
mule. Otto Griebling total potted 
palms, small, then large for laughs. 
Emmett Kelly, sad faced tramp at- 
tracted attention. 

The first matinee the show ran 
from 2:15 until 5.50. It was figured 
the performance will ring down 
around 11 before the middle of this 
week. Ringmaster is H. J. McFarlan, 
with Rex De _ Roselli personnel 
director. Ibee. 





Show has an intermission, unusual 
for circuses but it is a break favor- 
ing the concessionaires. 





Ring bank is the same used in 
‘Jumbo,’ one thing salvaged from the 
Hipp’s attraction last season, 


— 





There was a preview of the show 
Wednesday (17) evening, chiefly for 
the press. 





Reports that the Ringling show 
billers were sniping the Cole-Beatty 
paper proved inaccurate. 





Slats Beeson permanently off the 
lot, running a cafe in Houston, Tex. 





Cole name not on the Hipp can- 
opy. It announces ‘Clyde Beatty 
Circus.’ 





Cole-Beatty general agent is Floyd 
King. Press staff has Ora O. Parks, 
Allen Lester and R. P. Dean. Wil- 
liam Backell handles the number one 
ad car. Clyde Willard and Si Semon 
are the banner men. 





CHAMBLISS-HAMID OFFICE 
Charlotte, N. C., March 23. 
Preliminary plans are now being 
made for opening the central office 
of the North Carolina Fair Operating 
Company at Greensboro about the 
middle of May. Norman Y. Cham- 
bliss, of Rocky Mount, and George 
A. Hamid, of New York, own the 
operating company, with fairs at 
Greensboro, Rocky Mount, Williams- 
ton, Salisbury, Clinton and Pine- 
hurst. 





Pompeii to Encore 
Baltimore, March 23. 

Local civic and service groups met 
yesterday (22) to consider presenta- 
tion of ‘Last Days of Pompeii’ fire- 
works spectacle, as one of a series 
of programs planned to_ give 
further use to the huge Baltimore 
Stadium, built some years ago and 
now considered something of a 
white elephant. 

Representatives from the local 
Shrine, American Legion, Associa- 
tion of Commerce, Advertising Club 
and several other groups have been 
organized into a group to devise at- 
tractions to popularize the bowl. 

Last time Pompeii show was 
staged locally was in 1904. 








Circus Routes 


Barnes-Sells-Flote 

San Diego, Cal 20-21; Sant 
Riverside, Alhambra 24 

los Angeles, 2¢ 


An: 


Pasadena 


April 1 
Cole Bros. and Clyde Beatty 
New York, March 18-April 11. 


Smythe to Mix 


Fred Smythe, who has been boss- 
ing the WPA’s circus, a branch of 
the Federal Theatre Project, has left 
to become announcer with Tom Mix 








show, when trick takes to road this 
spring. | 

Thus far 11 persons have found | 
private employment, after having at) 
some time or another been on the | 
WPA circus. 


N.Y. CIRCUS WAR 
FIRST JAM IN 
4) YEARS 


For the first time in 40 years there 
will be two circuses indoors at the 


start of the season. Cole Brothers- 
Clyde Beatty shows opened last 
Thursday (18) at the Hippodrome 
for a 24 day date. Ringling-Barnum 
and Bailey outfit, shut out of the 
early Easter holidays by hockey 
dates, will open at Madison Square 
Garden April 8, so that the shows 
will actually oppose each other but 
four days. Billing for both is on 
the billboards and store windows. 


Understood that the Ringling out- 
fit will go in heavier on advertising 
than usual because of the Cole- 
Beatty showing. Latter’s advertis- 
ing contract for the date totaled 
$30,000, of which $20,000 goes to the 
newspapers. Reports of sniping were 
not verified but that the billers will 
conflict before the Cole-Beatty 
show leaves is anticipated. 


Show spent coin to costume its 
added ensemble of 40 girls, there 
being nine changes of costumes. Two 
of the girl numbers were dropped 
after the opening to speed the per- 
formance but may go back when the 
outfit goes into bigger quarters. 


Harold Barnes, youthful tight wire 
worker, was eliminated for the same 
reason which surprised show circles. 
Barnes remains with the outfit and 
is slated to resume when routining 
is completed. A Spanish ensemble 
number that accompanied the Barnes 
act was one of the girl acts dis- 
pensed with. 

Beatty circus is scaled to gross 
between $10,000 and. $11,000 daily. 
Its first big house was Saturday (20) 
afternoon, with two performances 
Sunday, however, attracting $6,000. 

Morning performances will be in- 
serted, three a day going for Easter 
Week, a.m. shows starting at 10:30. 
Admission will be 50c. to $1.50. 

It is the only big top outfit that 
retains street parades using a herd 
of 30 elephants for that purpose. 











Rangers to Pulmotor 


New wrinkle in fair bookings this 
summer will be the one-day dates 
of the Texas Rangers, a rodeo of 30 
persons and 50 head of stock. Outfit 
will come into the fairs to bolster the 
mid-week limp day, set on percent- 
age arrangement. Rodeo will romp 
before the grandstands at the agri- 
cultural exhibits, working in along 
with the free-act attractions, parade, 
etc. They have been set for more 
than 20 one-day stands to date. 

Another unit also set for similar 
tour of the fairs is ‘Lucky’ Teter and 
his Hell Drivers, motor car smash- 
up troupe. Incidentally, Teter and 
his company have been set for first 
indoor engagement, only act of sort 
ever played, having been booked 
into the Boston Garden for four-day 
date comméncing April 21. 








Midgets for Mormons 

Salt Lake City, March 23. 
Several local promoters, assertedly 
backed by L. A. dough, are scouting 
around here for site of a proposed 


midget automobile track to stage 
races. 

Fad is not a new one in town, 
since innovation was_ introduced 


three years ago. At that time scheme 
popped out after several months, due 
to poor biz and track location. 

A dozen miniature cars are ap- 
pearing daily in principal thorough- 
fares to publicize the races. 

Several spots out of the high rent 
district and in great open spaces are | 
being considered. 

Local high school boys receive $1 
a day for steering the capsule cars. | 
There’s room for only one passenger | 





in small cockpit. 


Whalen Heads Congress Visitation, 
Asking $5,000,000 for N. Y. Fair 





EASY ON NAGS AND PUPS 


Michigan Solons Would Okay Pup 
Races and Broaden Hoss Races 








Detroit, March 23. 

Over the 
moter-backed dog racing bill moved 
into the 
final oke. The house last week ap- 
proved the bill, which would permit 
two dog tracks in Wayne County 
(Detroit) and one in each outstate 
county, 

The present horse racing law 
would also be liberalized to allow 
two tracks in the Detroit area and 
one in each county outstate. Instead 
of the $2,500 daily fee now paid the 
state by the racing association, the 
state would collect 2% percent of 
bets at horse races. State’s take on 
the dog betting would be 3 percent 
in addition to 10 percent of gate re- 
ceipts. 


the house barrier, pro- 


state senate this week for 


TEX. COURT CRACKS AT 
MISLEADING STATEMENT 


Dallas, March 23. 

Defense lawyers were pondering 
an appeal this week to the state 
supreme court from a decision given 
Saturday (20) by the three-judge 
Fifth Court of Civil Appeals confirm- 
ing an injunction order against a 
derby show here, given by a district 
court judge. Effect of the court 
order has been to stop five other 
derbies which were operating 
Texas. 

The appellate decision is under- 
stood to be the first ruling by a high 
court on the state’s law against en- 
durance contests. Two of the judges 
held the defense contention that the 
derby show deliberately mislead the 
public in its advertising as ‘a weak 
explanation of tell tale words on 
tickets and radio addresses.’ 

Operators of the derby show had 
r pleaded that although they adver- 
tised an endurance contest the show 
was in no sense a marathon but 
merely vaudeville. 


S. A. Tray Toters | 


in 











(Continued from page 1) 





Circe and the understanding of 
Psyche.’ 

These promises are made by Mrs. 
Martha A. Sellers, the professor. 
When the gals graduate, after a 
stiff exam, they will be given jobs 
by the Atlantic City Hotelmen’s As- 
sociation, Alvin Hunsicker, prez, 
said. 

Group studying now is between 18 
and 26 years old, between 5 feet 3 
and 5 feet 6 inches tall, well-propor- 
tioned, but not fat, and evenly di- 
vided between blondes, brunettes 
and redheads. A class will be grad- 
uated every two weeks when full 
steam is up. If things work out 
successfully, boys will be taken in, 
too, Hunsicker said. 


Free and easy wise-cracking hash- 
ery artist is skidding out, Mrs. Sell- 
ers declared. New type is trim, 
cheerful, alert girl. 

‘When we finish training them,’ she 
added, ‘they'll be as agile with a 
tray of food as a ballet dancer is 
with veils. There won’t be a clumsy 
or gum-chewing one among the lot. 
The customer will always be right. 
The pie will be green, if he says 
it is. 

‘Furthermore, if a man tries to 
flirt, the waitress will be shown how 
to freeze him out. 
ant, but reserved. 
a date with a customer will be dis- 
missed.’ 

Mrs. Sellers frankly admits the 
gals will be coached in how to hook 
good-sized tips. ‘But they'll also be 
trained,’ she said, ‘to smile at pikers.’ 





They will be taught how to pro- 


| nounce French names on menus, and 


how to apply paint to their pans 
‘so they will look fresh and healthy.’ 


And before they pass the final, 
they must know how to give the 
business to a grouch who needle: 


them. 


She will be pleas- | 
Any girl making | 


| 
| 4 Fays, Donatella Bros 


Washington, D. C., March 23. 
Federal ,: 
York World's Fair to the tune of 
$5,000,000 was urged on congress 
Tuesday by gang of Gothamites, 
headed by Grover A. Whalen. Ex- 
plaining purpose of expo. group 
urged house foreign relations com- 
mititee to ratify Merritt resolution 
authorizing expenditure of $3,000,000 
for government exhibits and $2,000,- 
000 gift for buildings to further 
trade and international good will. 

Unprecedented outlay of federal 
cash was justified by Whalen on 
greund that billion dollars of in- 
creased trade will result. Improved 
international relations, encourage- 
ment of art and science, and stimu- 
lation for agriculture and industry 
make government participation de- 
sirable, he contended 

Although requested sum is largest 
ever sought, Whalen insisted Mer- 
ritt resolution is not extraordinary, 
declaring congress has poured out 
$35,000,000 for 46 expos, while New 
York State has kicked in $2,730,000 
for 13 fairs held in other cities of 
this country. It has not been un- 
usual for the federal government, in 
its wisdom, to provide fair with 
necessary monies in addition to mak- 
ing appropriations for the construc- 
tion of federal buildings or the de- 
velopment of federal exhibits, 
Whalen declared. 

Backed by Tammany delegation !n 
congress, money seekers included 
Dr. L. S. Rowe, director, Pan-Ameri- 
can Union; Matthew Woll, vice- 
president, Federation Labor; Mrs. 
William Purdy, president, General 
Federation Women’s Clubs; David 
Dubinsky, president, Ladies’ Gar- 
ment Workers, and numerous civic 
and labor leaders. 


Horse-Dog Races 


Are Third Largest 
Amuse Industry 


Washington, March 23. 

Growing commercial importance 
of horse and dog racing was re- 
vealed last week in Census Bureau 
amusement report which had busi- 
ness of operating tracks listed as 
third largest branch of the amuse- 
ment business. 

Presenting summarized figures for 
64 tracks, Commerce Department 
unit disclosed the gross revenue of 
greyhound and pony impressarios is 
more than 4% of the total amount 
the country spent for entertainment 
in 1935. Report did not cover the 
amount wagered or indicate whether 
the income figure included tracks’ 
share of betting. 

The racing business, 
dollar viewpoint, exceeds in im- 
portance all forms of organized 
sport. Receipts credited to athletics, 
including professional baseball and 
football clubs, was $7,000,000 behind 
the $32,466,000 figure given as rev- 
enus from tracks. 

Details follow: 


Number Gross Employees Payroll 
Tracks... 64 $32,466,000 43.753 $7,199,000 
Sports ..426 25,273,000 5,410 9,699,000 











from the 


Dual Bill for Fair 


Des Moines, March 23. 

A new departure in Iowa state fair 
programs, providing a complete 
change in entertainment between the 
first and second weeks of the 1937 
exposition, has beén voted by the 
State fair board. The opening pro- 
gram will be planned for the first 
| three days of the fair. 
| The board is also starting prepara- 
| tions for Iowa’s Territorial Centen- 
| nial in 1938. 








10-20 Weeks for Fair Acts 


More laying time on outdoor fair 
route 


| looming this summer for 
Preoe = acts than at any time in 
nearly a decade. Looks like the de- 
|} mand is veering away from the 
| ‘thrill’ turns to extent that standard 
vaude acts can get from 10 to 20 
weeks solid bookings. 

Two units of Gae Foster Girls, 


one line of 20 and other of 24, are 
already set to tour Also, among 
acts definitely set are Billy West and 
and Carmen, 
Waiter Nilsson and Will Morris ana 
Boabl.y 


ticipation in the New 
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YES! | NEVER RISK 
Cosmetic SKIN! | USE 
ROUGE AND POWDER BUT 
| REMOVE THEM THOROUGHLY 
WITH Lux ToiLeT Soap 











Guard against Cosmetic Skin 











| the Screen Stars’ wa 3 
ii °° t 
i 7 0 
i ce 
| | 7? WHEN HIDDEN: TRACES of rouge t 
| and powder are allowed to choke-your m 
| pores that you risk Cosmetic Skin. “I use B. 
ay Lux Toilet Soap. It carries away every trace fo 
ai of stale rouge and powder, dust and dirt,”’ ye 
| lovely Doris Nolan says. w 
| And Gertrude Niesen tells you: ‘‘Cosmetic be 
HY) Skin—dullness, tiny blemishes, enlarged DORIS NOLAN 7 
| pores—spoils good looks. Lux Toilet Soap’s = and ot 


} 

ii ACTIVE lather removes cosmetics thor- 
) oughly—keeps my skin so soft and smooth 
ii that I’m delighted!” 

ae You’ll be delighted, too, once you’ve ‘ a 
ah ° ° m 

H tried this beauty soap 9 out of 10 screen 9 OUT OF 10 SCREEN usical hit 
stars use. To keep skin clear, use it faith- STARS USE LUX TOILET SOAP 


wu , “a ‘ 
TOP OF THE TOW : 
fully—before you renew make-up and AL- N 


WAYS before you go to bed. Begin today! Coming Lo Leading Theatres to 
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